





New Rustic Kitchen: What’s hot 


REVIEW BY ROBERT NADEAU 
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‘INTROVERTED, A LITTLE EXOTIC, 
A LITTLE MYSTERIOUS’ 


Rufus 
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HEALTH ALERT 


Crystal-meth 
surge fuels 
new HIV fears 


Boston is more methed up, 

relative to its size, than any 
other city in the Northeast, 
including New York 


BY DAVID S. BERNSTEIN 


































PLUS [' GAY CULTURE sets the style that the 
straight world follows, Boston could be 


Mittens, Vinyl Skyway, heading for a serious health crisis. On the 


local gay party scene, the hippest and 


Kenny Wayne STB hottest must-have accouterment is a bag of 
and Dropbox colorless, odorless, shiny rock-like frag- 


ments: crystal methamphetamine. And 
thanks largely to crystal meth, Boston is 
suddenly awash in diseases we thought 


, | were under control. 
: ies sts In two years, Boston’s syphilis rate has 
Music & Clubs, page 6 , shot from 28th- to sixth-highest in the coun- 


try, due primarily to its spread among men 
having sex with other men, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
HIP LIKE HIM? The Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health (DPH) reports that gay and bisexual 
men in the state have also experienced a 


® 
al Nn ham homebo rE so oe huge increase in antibiotic-resistant gonor- 
rhea. Most disturbingly, the incidence of 


new HIV/AIDS cases in Boston started in- 





Move over, Eminem. Back off, Beyoncé. Chill out, LL Cool J. Sullee is here. creasing in 2002, after years of decline — 
and according to DPH numbers released 
BY MIKE MILIARD tweenagers called TCB (Taking Care — call him Sullee — is again aiming in October, sex with another man now 
of Business). They perform a little. fearlessly for the top. Now this 19- accounts for more than half of new HIV- 
Record an album. But, for reasons un- _ year-old Boston-Irish MC might — just infection cases among men, after dropping 
T’S 1990. WE'RE a kinder, gentler known, Starr dissolves the group al- might — become the first hip-hop star to just 41 percent of cases in 1999. 
nation. Hair is high. Boston’s New most as soon as it’s begun. to emerge from tony suburban Hing- The reasons for the problem are surely 
Kids on the Block are still pubescent It was an early lesson in the machi- ham. His forthcoming debut, It’s Time, multiple and complex, but health officials 
behemoths, their mega-hits “Step by nations of the music biz, but also in to be released this spring by Old South and gay-community activists point to crystal 
Step” and “Tonight” all over the air- the good things a little gumption can End Records — the indie label he meth, and the resulting risky sexual behav 
waves. At a concert at the Bayside bring. “I walked up to him and said I founded with his father, Bob — is a ior among its users, as a primary culprit 
Expo Center, a five-year-old rug rat was the best thing eva,” Sullivan re- scintillating slab of radio-friendly The state’s Bureau of Communicable Disease 
from Medford named Bobby Sullivan members. “I just went up and started rhymes. Sullee’s lyrics are positive, his Control has specifically named crystal meth 
strides up to New Kids’ Svengali, talking to him. I didn’t care if he was good-natured braggadocio tempered as a cause of the troubling increase in 
Maurice Starr, who at that moment is _— Maurice Starr. I was Bobby Sullivan.” with humility and a touch of vulnera- syphilis among gay men n Massachusetts 
one of the most powerful men in the Fourteen years later, Bobby Sullivan __ bility; his backing tracks aren’t afraid Research in San Francisco has shown a di 
music business. The kid tells Starr he’s of a guitar or two. And it doesn’t hurt rect link between crystal-meth use and re 











putting his own group together. Starr = that the record boasts high-profile help cent increases in HIV rates there. In New 
likes this kid. He tells him to audition Shiny stuff to buy from legendary producer Teddy Riley, York City, a public-policy task force report 

for another boy band he’s assembling. See ‘Urban Buy,’ page 8 ‘80s rock god Billy Squier, and Slash released last summer linked crystal meth to 
Before long, Bobby Sullivan is the , from Guns N’ Roses. skyrocketing syphilis rates in the city, and 
pint-size front man for a group of See SULLEE, page 26 See METH, page 14 
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he story line of Rustic Kitchen is like a soap opera's. It was once Todd 
English’s Rustic Kitchen in Quincy Market, a kind of greatest-hits reprise 
for that famous chef. But ... 
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hot plate 


noshing 


pei chocolates and a press 
release to an editor generally 
doesn’t ensure you the ink you’re 
looking for. That is, unless the 
press release is made entirely of 
chocolate. 


by Tamara Wieder ......... 31 





little more than a month ago, 
this salt lover found a new 





guilty — and greasy — pleasure, 

at Boston Beer Works. 

by Deirdre Fulton. ......4.4. 30 
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news and features 


All methed UP by David S. Bernstein 


STD and HIV infection rates are spiking among Boston’s gay men, sending health officials scrambling after the 
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culprit: 


the newly arrived, hugely potent party drug called crystal meth. Already a dangerous fixture on the “hookup” scene, it 
may now be poised to wreak havoc throughout the gay community, and the population at large 


Hingham homeboy by Mike Miliard 
A 19-year-old Boston-lIrish MC might — just might 


become the first hip-hop star to emerge from tony suburban 


Hingham. Meet Bobby Sullivan, a/k/a Sullee, and get ready to turn up the volume. 


Our pols, ourselves by Dan Kennedy 


18 


The new collection Pols: Great Writers on American Politicians from Bryan to Reagan profiles some of the 20th century's 


most compelling American leaders 
writing they inspired. 


A man for all reasons by Harvey A. Silvergiate. 


but just as important, says author Jack Beatty, the book showcases the brilliant 


24 


David Brudnoy believed that the best thing about this country was that everyone could have a point of view and not be 
afraid to express it, and it’s a freedom that he embodied both in his journalism career and in his life 


The rest of the story by Denise McWilliams 
At a time when it’s getting harder and harder to find a public 


face for AIDS, the media has chosen to pretend the disease 


didn’t cause David Brudnoy's death — something that only helps reinforce the stigma. 


CO If we, asa species, undertook procreation with the same 
kind of Consumer Reports-inspired zeal we have for, say, buying 
a car, the first generation would have settled on a few pets. ‘Yeah, 
honey, I know they look cute, but see here, they’re the only model 
with a “one-year-plus” ranking in the “Unpredictable Projectile 


Vomiting” category. Now take this Labrador ..- 
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Gay and lesbian vets take aim at Pentagon prej ndice, BU 
amps up the concert scene, and a local artist sticks it to the 
ribbon-magnet cult. Plus, requiem for a heavy-metal god. 


PHOENIX FLASHBACKS.................. 
Getting hip to the rave scene, hailing The Jerk, and other 
odds and ends from the Phoenix's past. Plus, David 
Sipress’s “Reality Check.” 


URBAN BUY by Liza Weisstuch...........-..-0005- 8 
Glitter me this. 
MOON SIGNS ASTROLOGY by Symboline Dai.......... 8 
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menu until 1am 
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— Alan Olifson, ‘Out There,’ page 12 


OUT THERE by Alan Olifson 12 
Don’t baby me just yet. 

THE STRAIGHT DOPE by Ceci! Adams 13 
DINING.... : 29 
In “Dining Out,” Robert Nadeau finds Rustic charm in 


Porter Square; in “Hot Plate,” Deirdre Fulton is in a pickle 
over fried food; and in “Noshing,” Tamara Wieder is a 
sucker for a chocolate press release. 


PERSONALS ......0.0004% Sea oe 
CO oe ae D sdanta ieee a 
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JON MACEY, NATALIE FLANAGAN 


ADVANCE TICKETS ON SALE NOW THROUGH NEXT TICKETING 
SEE THEDISE.COM FOR MORE DETAILS 








THE 


Pheenix 





BOSTON ¢ PROVIDENCE ¢ PORTLAND 
VOL. XXXiItI, NO. 50 


Pus.isHeR & CHAIRMAN: 


Stephen M. Mindich 
President & CHieF OPERATING OFFICER: 
H. Barry Morris 
Executive Vice PRESIDENT: 
Bradley M. Mindich 





Epitor: 
Peter Kadzis 
Senior MaNnacinG Eorror/PHoENIx NewspaPeR Group SENIOR 
Epiror f Stare Epiror: Suzanne DesiGn 
Director: Kriste yodfriend; Eorroriat Designers: Nicole Begir hrystie 


amara Wieder; Arts Epitor: Jeffrey 
k; Assistant Arts Epitor: Carly Carioli 


Features Epiror jantz 


Associate Arts Epitor n Garel 


Arts Epitors Peter Keough (film), Matt 


arolyn ay (theater Ashare 


Senior Stare Writer an Kennedy; Stare Writers: David S 
r fer Mike Miliard, Adam Reilly; Listincs 

Coorpinator: Nina MacLaugt ASSISTANT TO THE Epitor: Deirdre Fult 
hwartz ConTRIBUTING WRITERS: 





ConTRIBUTING EDITOR yd S 


nch, Michael Freedberg, Kris Frie tt Milano, Christopher 





J harles Taylor, Jason Vest, Steve Vir 
Cartoonist: David Sipress; Astrotocer: Symboline 

Saves Director: A. William Risteer 
Associate Director of Sates: Mike Bornhorst; ENTERTAINMENT SALES 
SUPERVISOR athan Risteen, TRarric MANAGER r TRAFFIC 
CoorpinaTor: M CiassiFied Saves Director: Mar ? 
n; CrassiFig€o Lines Account Executives 


Personats Manacer: Sarah Hodk 
Hyde, Carlos Mora c W Corporate 
Music Sates MANAGER: VV Senior Account Executives: Carrie 


1owa emkin; Reta. Account Executives: Brett Ferry Ny 
attest ed R Director, INTERACTIVE SALES 


NATIONAL SALES 


Director oF National Sates: Everett Finkelstein; National Saves ACCOUNT 
ExecuTives Andrew Rush. Sear NATIONAL SALES 
Assistant: Kat 


HumaN Resources 
y, Executive RECRUITING MANAGER 
Executive ASSISTANT RECEPTIONIST 


Director: + 


COORDINATOR 


Director OF MARKETING: 


PROMOTIONS Manacer: Fr € 


New Mebia 
é g; Wee DeveLorer 


Onuine CONTENT MANAGER ning 
Coorpinators: Mitct 


Wes DesiGner: Bre 


OnNtine CONTENT 


OPERATIONS 
Manacinc Epitor, MAGAZINES AND SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS 
Creative Director: Mike Senior DESIGNER 
PRODUCTION MANAGER h; Art Manacer: f a 
Artists: Jason Hazlett, Ryan McMat t Smith; IT Director 
Desktop Support MANAGER: Bria 30owdey; PC/Mac Systems 
TECHNICIAN: | e; Faciuities Manacer: John Nunziat 


GRAPHIC 
Mem 


CIRCULATION 
Circutation Director: Maureen Roberts; CIRCULATION AssISTANT: H 


Director oF Corporate Finance: Charles A. Walter 
Ccrrorate CONTROLLER: Eric Buchholz; CONTROLLER, PRINT PUBLICATIONS 
at AccounNTING Manacer: Michael Bent MERCHANDISE 
ADMINISTRATOR TRADE MANAGER TRADE 
CoorDINATOR zanne M Stare Accountants: Nataliya Dzyuba 
haron Laenen; A/P Accountants: Darci Lipka, Juli Zhu; Crepit MANAGER: 
eff Goodrich; Crepit/CoLLECcTIONS REPRESENTATIVE 


Kenneth Hester 





PROVIDENCE 
Associate PustisHer: Stephen L. Browr 
Manaainc Epitor: Lou Papineau 
News Eopiror: Lf CONTRIBUTING EDITOR m Macnier 
ContrisutinG Writers: Rudy Cheeks, Bob Gulla, Briar nes 
Phillipe & rge, Bill Rodriguez, Johnette Rodriguez, Pam Steager 
stever tycos Chip Young; CONTRIBUTING ILLUSTRATORS: 
Brosnihan, Elizabeth Rock; CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS: Richard 
McCaffrey; ContripuTING GRAPHIC ARTIST len Boisvert; Director oF 
National Sates: Everett Finkelstein; Account Executives: Bruce Aller 
Ginny Hall, Andrea Lyn Mark, Erin Moore, Bernardo Santana; Senior 
Artist: Stacy ng Grapuic Artist: Nicole Acampora; Creoit 
Manacer: Anita Ander TraFFic Coorpinator: Melanie Ferre: ta 
RECEPTIONIST/ADMINSTRATOR: Jennifer Worto Wipe Wee Site 
PORTLAND 
Saves Manacer: Marc Shepard 
Manaainc Epitor: Sam Pfeifle 
Listincs Cooroinator: Ar Mart Starr Writer: Alexander 
tr te 


Murr 


CONTRIBUTING WRITERS hris Barry, Beth Brogar 








hulze trauss, Lan apley hris Thon li anya Whit 


Account Executives: Kr 





Director oF Nationat Sates: Everett Finke 
Hultgrer abet PRODUCTION MANAGER: raig; GRAPHIC ARTIST 
Matt R TrarFic/Credit COORDINATOR: 
Boston: 126 Br ston, MA } 
Jar 3 
CrassiFieps: 126 Brookline Ave MA 
Tel: (617) 859 ax 
PROVIDENCE: | hestnut St., Providence, F 
Tel: (401) 273-6397; Fax: (401) 27 
PorTianp: 482 treet, Suite Portland, ME 








Te ) 3 7 3905 
Nationa Sates Orrice: 15 Pre nce. R 
Tel: (401) 273-635 A0 a7 
Wor.o Wipe Wes site: http://www. bostonphoenix.com 

Manuscripts: MV > 
is x 6 Brookline Ave.. Bost MA 
LETTERS TO THE Epitor: Send t 6 Brookline Ave 
Susscriptions: Bulk rate $45/¢ ths, $8( 


Subscription Department, Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline Ave., Boston, MA 
02215. CopyriGHT 4 t 3oston Phoenix All rights reserve 


PrinteD By: Mass Web Printing Co., Inc.; 314 Washington St.; 
Auburn, MA 01501 « (508) 832-5317 


THe PHoenix Meoia/ 
ComMUNICATIONS GRouP 
M. \ PRresiDENT H. Barry Mor 
M.M Epitor Pete 


CHAIRMAN 
Executive Vice PresiDENT [ y N 
Director oF CORPORATE FINANCE 
Director oF Newspaper Group Sates A. W R 
THe PHoenix Newspapers, FNX Rapio Network, Mass Wes 
PRINTING, STUFF@NiGHT, PeopLE2PeoPLE Group 





4 DECEMBER 17, 2004 NEWS & FEATURES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


EDITORIAL 


Despite community protest, a historic theater appears doomed. Plus, 
boosting the minimum wage, and why the anti-wind forces are full of 


hot air. 


he Gaiety outrage | 


at 


Sj 


Se 


ESPITE THE BEST efforts of neighbor- 

hood and arts-community activists, the 

historic Gaiety Theatre may be demol- 
ished as early as this Friday. Destroying this 
vital piece of Boston’s cultural heritage would 
be an outrage, but time has just about run out. 
This Thursday — after the Phoenix’s deadline 
— Massachusetts Land Court justice Keith Long 
was to decide whether to grant an injunction 
that could protect the Gaiety until legal ques- 
tions about how the property is to be devel- 
oped are worked out. Thus far, Long has given 
little indication that he would be inclined to 
approve such a request (see “Is Friday Demoli- 
tion Day?”, page 7). 

At stake is a 96-year-old theater that is one 

of the most historically significant arts land- 


Perhaps Kensington Place 
and similar undistinguished 
buildings that the mayor 
supports will one day be 
known as “Tommy Towers.” 


marks in the city. Although the Gaiety has 
been shuttered for some time, the building — 
designed by the distinguished architect 
Clarence Blackall — was a pioneering venue 
for vaudeville, and was the only New England 
theater where African-American vaudevillians 
could perform. If restored, its outstanding 
acoustics would make it a concert setting ri- 
valing the overbooked Symphony and Jordan 
Halls, and it could also function as an Asian 
performing-arts center, serving nearby China- 
town (see “Curtain Call,” News and Features, 
October 15). 

Sadly, Mayor Tom Menino has demonstrat- 
ed scant regard for this history by signing on 
to a plan by businessman Alan Lewis to re- 
place the Gaiety with a $120 million, 346-unit 
glass-and-steel residential tower whose 290- 
foot height would be nearly double the area’s 
155-foot limit. The project, known as Kensing- 





ton Place, would violate 
the city’s own zoning 
codes. In pushing for it, 
the mayor has ignored 
activists’ proposal to fix 
up the Gaiety and to 
build a more modest 
housing development. 
Menino clearly views 
the Gaiety’s destruction as 
progress. It’s not. Perhaps 
Kensington Place and sim- 
ilar undistinguished build- 
ings that the mayor sup- 
ports will one day be 
known as “Tommy Tow- 
ers.” At a Greater Boston 
Chamber of Commerce 
breakfast earlier this 
week, the mayor said, “If 
we listened to some folks 
in our city, we’d still have 
horses and carriages on 
the street.” Menino was 
not talking specifically 
about the Gaiety, but his 
underlying message — 
that his critics are enemies 
of progress — is simplistic, 
insulting, and just plain 
wrong. Restoring the Gai- 
ety to its former glory is 
precisely the kind of 
progress the city needs. 
Kensington Place will 
benefit no one other than the developers and the 
well-heeled folks who can afford to live there. 


O ONE who works full-time should be 
consigned to a life of poverty. The mini- 
mum wage is supposed to guarantee that any- 
one with a job can pay for life’s necessities. 
Unfortunately, the value of the minimum 
wage has been sliding for decades. According 
to the Washington, 
DC-based think-tank 
Economic Policy Insti- 
tute, the disgraceful 
$5.15 national mini- 
mum hourly wage is 
at its lowest level in 
real-dollar terms since 
the 1980s, and well 
below its 1960s peak. In 
Massachusetts, the situation 
is slightly better, but the $6.75 state minimum 
wage has slid in value by about 50 cents since 
taking effect in 2001, and overall it is largely 
offset by the state’s high cost of living. 

It’s time to raise the minimum wage in Mass- 
achusetts — and to index it for inflation, so its 
buying power doesn’t begin to erode the mo- 
ment a price increase takes effect. Senator 
Marc Pacheco (D-Taunton) and Representative 
Jim Marzilli (D-Arlington) are sponsoring a bill 
that would raise the minimum wage to $7 in 
2006 and to $8.25 in 2007. After that, it would 
be adjusted annually to reflect the rate of 
inflation, putting an end to the days when the 
working poor would fall further and further be- 
hind (see “Bucking for a Raise,” News and Fea- 
tures, December 10). 

Governor Mitt Romney, too, supports index- 
ing for inflation. But in what looks like an 
ominous sign, he has declined to endorse the 
$1.50 increase being pushed by Pacheco and 
Marzilli. In response to an inquiry by the 
Phoenix, Romney’s communications director, 
Eric Fehrnstrom, said by e-mail, “The gover- 
nor does support indexing the minimum wage 
and will bring forward his proposal at the 








appropriate time. We are not familiar with the 
details of Senator Pacheco’s legislation or the 
other minimum-wage bills that have been 
filed for consideration in the 2005 session, 
but are willing to take a look at them.” 

The problem with this is that if indexing is 
not accompanied by a healthy initial boost in 
the minimum wage, it will merely lock in 
poverty for years to come. Onte indexing be- 
comes a reality, it will be extremely difficult po- 
litically to enact significant increases in the 
minimum wage. We now have the best oppor- 
tunity to put some real money into the pockets 
of those at the bottom of the economic scale, 
while at the same time protecting them from 
the ravages of inflation. . 

At a time when the Republicans in Washing- 
ton seem intent on returning to the 19th cen- 
tury, it is vital that Massachusetts assert its 
values as a commonwealth, where we look out 
for the needs of all our citizens. By endorsing 
the concept of indexing, Romney is part of the 
way there. But the governor needs to stand up 
to his supporters in the business community 
— many of whom will oppose any rise in the 
minimum wage, regardless of how modest — 
and come out in favor of a meaningful in- 
crease on top of indexing. He could start by 
announcing that he would sign the Pacheco- 
Marzilli bill. 


ROM GLOBAL warming to the latest tragic 

news out of Iraq, our dependence on oil, 
both foreign and domestic, is becoming more 
untenable by the day. Yet wealthy homeowners 
continue to fight a proposal to build windmills 
on Nantucket Sound that would — according 

to its proponents — meet three-fourths of the 
electricity needs of Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard, 
and Nantucket. 

It doesn’t help that some of the state’s top 
elected officials are pandering to these well- 
heeled constituents by arguing, against all 
logic, that the 130 
turbines proposed by 
Cape Wind Associ- 
ates would somehow 
damage the 
tourist in- 
dustry. As 
an example 
of how far 
the not-in- 
my-back- 
yard contagion has spread, Governor Romney 
and Attorney General Tom Reilly — possible 
rivals in the 2006 governor’s race — are both 
vocal opponents of the project. 

According to a recent report by the Army 
Corps of Engineers, the windmills would have 
little or no negative effect on the environ- 
ment, and the turbines would barely be visi- 
ble from shore. The report concludes that the 
project might actually benefit tourism. In- 
deed, Cape Wind cites studies showing that 
wind farms have been significant tourist at- 
tractions in such places as California, Aus- 
tralia, Britain, and Denmark. Why should it 
be any different here? 

Romney supports a windmill proposal in the 
Berkshires, where opponents are less well- 
connected politically. The fact is that we need 
both projects — as well as any other environ- 
mentally friendly means of producing energy. 
At a time when our dependence on oil threat- 
ens our existence, it is perverse to reject a safe, 
privately funded, proven alternative such as 
wind power. i 








What do you think? Send an e-mail to 
letters@phx.com. 
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[this just in] 


A setback for medical marijuana 


Two weeks ago, while hearing arguments in the landmark Supreme 
Court case Ashcroft vs. Raich — which by this spring will decide 
whether federal agents can arrest medical-marijuana users even in 
states where such use is legal — Justice Stephen Breyer questioned 
the logic of having a patchwork of disparate state laws. Instead, he 
suggested, medical-marijuana proponents would be better off 
petitioning the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to reclassify pot as 
a prescribable drug. “That seems to be the obvious way to get this 
done,” he said. “Medicine by regulation is better than medicine by 
referendum.” 

Would that it were so easy. As it happens, the Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA) late last week effectively blocked the only proposed 
project that might lead to FDA-approved marijuana, rejecting a petition 
by Dr. Lyle Craker, professor of plant and soil sciences at UMass 
Amherst, to obtain DEA approval to grow pot for FDA-approved 
research. “In practical terms, this really does mean that the door is 
shut to pursuing FDA approval of marijuana as a medicine in any 
reasonable time frame,” says Bruce Mirken, director of 
communications for the Marijuana Policy Project. 

Currently, all marijuana used for research in the United States 
comes from a Mississippi farm overseen by the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse. But researchers have complained that the stuff is of poor 
quality, and that the feds are stingy distributing it. More important, 
says Mirken, “The NIDA crop is grown for the specific purpose of 
research. There’s absolutely no indication that it could ever be * 
available for prescription sale, should the FDA ever authorize that. The 
reason that’s critical is that the FDA, if they're going to approve 
something as a prescription drug, needs to know how that drug is going 
to be manufactured, and needs to review clinical trials on the same 
product that’s going to be sold.” Craker’s facility would have offered an 
alternative source for FDA study and, perhaps, a strain that could 
someday be prescribed. 

The DEA’s decision comes grudgingly. Craker first submitted his 
application in June 2001, and this past July, after more than three 
years without an answer, Craker and the Belmont-based 
Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies (MAPS), which 
would have financed the UMass facility, filed suit, charging the agency 
with stalling unreasonably. 

In a December 10 letter to Craker, the DEA’s William J. Walker 
reasoned that granting approval “would not be consistent with the 
public interest,” since “current marijuana research has not progressed 
to Phase |! of the clinical trials [exploratory research into safety and 

- efficacy, with human subjects] because current research must use 
smoked marijuana... .” 

DEA spokeswoman Rogene Waite declined to comment, pointing 
instead to the text of Walker's letter. But MAPS president Rick Doblin, 
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PhD., charges the DEA with essentially prejudging a study that has yet 
to take place. “They’re making this decision, before the research is 
done, that the research would show that it can't work.” Moreover, he 
says, their claim is simply not true. State-funded Phase |! research is 
indeed taking place right now in California. Also, the feds have stalled 
approval of MAPS-funded work with vaporizers, an alternative to 
smoking, for almost a year and a half. 

“We knew that they would rather delay, as long as they could, than 
to explicitly telegraph to everybody that they’re not going to permit the 
research to be done,” Doblin says. But now that they have, “we get to 
argue them on the merits.” The next 30 days will find Craker, possibly 
in conjunction with MAPS, filing for an administrative-law hearing to 
appeal the decision once and for all — a process that, all told, could 
take more than a year. 

Mirken, for one, isn’t holding his breath. “As long as the DEA 


appears to have a deep prejudice against the medical use of marijuana, 


which their letter certainly suggests, the game will always be rigged. 
They will make you jump through these bureaucratic hoops, but they 
know what the outcome will be, because they've decided in advance 
what it’s going to be.” Moreover, he says, what this finding means in 
the near term is that “the only way that [medical marijuana] patients 
are going to be protected is through changes in state law and changes 
in federal law. The Supreme Court might help us out some in Ashcroft 
v. Raich, but nobody’s betting the farm on that. And even that would 
only provide protection to patients in states that have medical- 
Marijuana laws.” 

Still, there may be a silver lining. “Now, what’s going to happen is 
that this is gonna fuel more effort to pass state laws, even if the 
Supreme Court says the feds have primacy,” says Doblin. Mirken, too, 
thinks state lawmakers will be compelled to pay more attention to 
medical marijuana once they “realize what [the DEA] has done. | think 
a lot of people have taken the view that Justice Breyer expressed in the 
Supreme Court two weeks ago when he said, ‘Why don’t you guys just 
go to the FDA?’ With that door shut, legislators should see — and our 
job is to make sure they understand — that the actions they can take 
are the only protections available to patients for the foreseeable future.” 

“We’re disappointed, but we’re not surprised,” says Mirken. “This 
simply illustrates, very clearly, how deep the official prejudice is 
against considering that marijuana might be a medicine. In the DEA’s 
letter, they essentially pass judgment on research that hasn’t occurred 
yet, saying that the deleterious effect would be too great. Isn’t that for 
the FDA to judge? But | think in some ways it’s probably helpful to the 
cause to have that naked prejudice out there in black and white. It’s 
clear that there’s this whole anti-drug bureaucracy that just has no 
interest in science.” 

— Mike Miliard 


‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ comes under fire 


For some time, polls have shown that a majority of US civilians 
think those who are openly gay or lesbian have the right to serve in 
the military. In October, a University of Pennsylvania National 
Annenberg Election Survey found that half of junior enlisted service 
members also approve. Congress has failed to act on that public 
opinion, so 12 gay, lesbian, and bisexual veterans are suing the 
Pentagon for denying their rights. 

Two legal decisions — a 2003 Supreme Court ruling and a 
military-court ruling that came down earlier this 
month — boded well for the six men and six 
women (including one from Jamaica Plain) who i 
claim the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” 
policy infringes on their rights to freedom of 
speech, due process, equal protection under the 
law, and privacy. 

“Americans don’t necessarily check all of 
their constitutional rights when they enter 
military service,” says Steve Ralls, director of 
communication for Washington, DC-based 
Servicemembers Legal Defense Network 
(SLDN), which filed the suit in the First Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Boston. 

The military argues that open homosexuality 
could lead to lapses in discipline or unit 
cohesion, and courts are often deferential to the NO i 
military when it comes to creating and 
implementing policies. Many courts have heard, 
and upheld, “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” 

But last year, the Supreme Court in Lawrence v. Texas overturned 
a 1986 ruling that criminalizing sodomy was constitutional. While 
the scope of the Lawrence decision may or may not reach the 
barracks, Ralls says it could set a tone of acceptance for private, 
consensual adult acts. No “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” case has been 
heard since the Lawrence ruling. And on December 8, a military 
appeals court struck down its own broad policy on sodomy, leaving 
decisions to be made on a case-by-case basis — something that 
“removes a huge roadblock to repealing the ban,” Ralls says. 

SLDN and the 12 plaintiffs hope these decisions indicate a more 
tolerant legal and military climate, one in which Boston’s federal 
court might rule in their favor. The suit is “really smart,” says Aaron 
Belkin, director of the California-based Center for the Study of 
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Sexual Minorities. Its chances are bolstered, he adds, by the venue 
(a “virgin circuit” that’s never heard a “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” case) 
and by the plaintiffs’ compelling personal stories. 

Boston University law professor Robert Volk, an expert in gay and 
lesbian rights, agrees that the challenge has a “greater chance of 
success than it has in the past.” The biggest concern for the 
plaintiffs, he says, will be to poke holes in the military’s argument 
that openly gay and lesbian service members would undermine order. 

They will use Jenny Lynn Kopfstein’s story to help 


do so. 
T YOu When she graduated from the US Naval Academy 


in 1999, Kopfstein went straight to Surface Warfare 
Officers School and then to the USS Shiloh, 
stationed off the coast of San Diego. Almost 
immediately, Kopfstein says, she felt uncomfortable 
when shipmates talked about personal matters — 
even simple things like weekend plans. 

“| feel really strongly about not lying,” she said on 
the phone from San Diego. “And | couldn't really 
answer them without lying.” 

Kopfstein decided to write a letter to her 
commanding officer, saying she was a lesbian and 
that she wanted to continue serving. The CO 
threatened her with an investigation; however, she 


BE GAY was not immediately discharged, instead spending 


two years “out” as a naval officer on the Shiloh. 
She never disrupted the order on her ship, 
Kopfstein says; on the contrary, she got along with her peers and 
subordinates, and received glowing reports from two captains — both 
of whom testified on her behalf when she finally found herself in front 
of the Board of Inquiry. Kopfstein was honorably discharged in October 
2002. 

Now, as one of the 12 plaintiffs in Cook v. Rumsfeld, she'll be the 
one testifying — on behalf of the roughly 10,000 veterans who have 
already been discharged and the 65,000 gays and lesbians currently 
serving in the US military. 

But if given the opportunity, Kopfstein would still serve. All of the 
plaintiffs seek to rejoin the military. And if the court says they can, it 
would “get rid of the last official stamp of discrimination,” Volk says. 
“It would put another nail in the coffin of discrimination.” 

— Deirdre Fitton 
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AUTO DIDACTS 


Rage against the ribbon 


Maybe you’ve noticed the latest trend in automotive 
enhancement — no, not clear corners or chrome 
mufflers, but something more along the lines of those 
“Baby on Board” signs or the suction-foot Garfield. 
The magnetic ribbon sticker is definitely the car 
accessory of 2004. First, it’s easily removed, so people 
can show their patriotism without lowering the value of 
their cars. (Fads come and go, and we’re gonna win 
this war soon, right?) Second, and more subtly, 
statements such as “Support Our Troops” and 
“Freedom Isn’t Free” can be translated essentially as 
“Don’t Ask Questions.” The doublespeak and shady 
motives of US foreign-policy makers has half the 
nation pissed off and the other half blindly going 
along; these magnets attract the latter. 

Let the backlash begin! In response to these 
ubiquitous symbols of red-white-and-blue imperialism, 
local artist and designer Deirdre Doyle came up with 
her own magnet: the “Empty Sentiment” ribbon. The 
Phoenix took the opportunity recently to quiz her about 
her professed “rage against the ribbon.” 


Q: How did the “Empty Sentiment” ribbon come 
about? 

A: | first have to say that | do support the troops. 
Doesn't everyone? No one wants to see them hurt in 
this war. 

While waiting for 45 minutes to get into the Topsfield 
Fair in a long trail of traffic, | began noticing these vinyl 
magnets adorning the rear of literally every vehicle as 
far as the eye could see, usually in pairs and usually on 
either side of a Bush ’'04 bumper sticker. | became 
perplexed with this commercialization of the old 
tradition of “tie a yellow ribbon ‘round the old oak 
tree,” mainly because these new magnets seemed less 
about peace and remembrance, and more about the 
war and a political machine. | knew | had to say 
something when | could no longer pass a magnet 
without comment. 


Q: Why do you think the “Support Our Troops” 
magnets iiave become so popular? 

A: | don’t think there is a single answer. For some 
people, their kids are over there and they really do want 
to show a symbol of their love. For other people, | think 
it’s more of a fad or a fashion accessory. Some people 
are blinded by grief and some are swept up in the 
patriot fever. Some don’t want to be the only one 
without [a magnet], maybe, for fear of how that would 
reflect upon them. 

| do think that there has been a greater political 
hand in these magnets; the simple sentiment of 
remembering those who had left, and peace, has turned 
into a statement about supporting the troops and, more 
so, supporting the war. Personally, | do not believe they 
are one and the same. 


Q: Why can’t Americans see the irony of driving a 
gas-guzzling SUV with a magnet made in China asking 
to support a war in the Middle East? 

A: |’m not sure. If you spell it out: placing 
mysteriously produced, cheap pieces of vinyl and 
magnets in an impermanent fashion onto your non- 
fuel-efficient vehicle to show support for a war in a 
land that fuels that vehicle ... the irony seems plain 
as day. In my opinion, spend your money on a care 
package or on a political cause, then tie a simple 
piece of actua/ ribbon around your car antenna. That's 
more support and more sentiment than a cheap 
magnet will give. 

You can download the “Empty Sentiment” Ribbon 
template to make your own stickers and, yes, magnets, 
from Deirdre Doyle’s Web site: www.deirdredoyle. net. 

— Emmanuel Ording 
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LIVE MUSIC 
Agganis set to open 


It was cool to see the Pixies play “U-Mass” at UMass 
and all, but the dashboard pilgrimage to Lowell’s Tsongas 
Arena (or Amherst, for that matter) was worth the hour- 
long undertaking only because, well, Frank Black and Kim 
Deal were waiting at the other end. The tiresome drive to 
the city of many mills might not have been necessary if 
Boston University’s Agganis Arena, a brand-spankin’-new 
7200-capacity venue scheduled to open January 3, had 
already been in the concert business. Until now, there 
hasn't been a mid-size venue within town limits, so 
performers who can’t promise to pack the Fleet Center 
(19,500 capacity for concerts) either opt to play the Wang 
Center (3600) or the Orpheum Theatre (2700), or defect 
to larger places like Lowell (7800). But now that BU 
reportedly has decided to open its 290,000-square-foot 
sports complex to outside promoters like MassConcerts 
and Clear Channel, as well as to national organizations 
like AEG Live, Boston’s finally got a new concert venue, 
one that’s already slated to hold a show: ’80s glam-pop 
geezers Duran Duran, on April 1. 

Naturally, the Agganis Arena will also be home to both 
BU’s hockey and basketball teams. But unlike, say, 
Boston College’s 8000-plus-seat Conte Forum — an 
impressive arena that’s hosted performances by the likes 
of Busta Rhymes and David Spade, events primarily 
meant for students — BU’s arena isn't limiting the 
audience for live shows. Yet Boston University spokesman 
Colin Riley wants to make clear the school’s priorities. 
“The venue is really to support BU athletics first, then the 
BU community, and then the broader community with 
balanced programs and family shows.” So far, family 
shows are the only other announced programming: 
Sesame Street on Ice, January 20 through 23, and 
Smuckers Stars on Ice, in March. Beyond that, Riley is 


GAIETY THEATRE 


Is Friday demolition day? 


The 96-year-old Gaiety Theatre, 
which borders Chinatown, may come 
down as soon as this Friday, to make 
room for the high-rise Kensington 
Place development. If so, it will bring 
to an irreversible end the efforts by 
passionate defenders of art, history, 
culture, and neighborhood to fight 
the intertwined interests of city 
planners and Kensington developers, 
who have tried every trick to reduce 
the historic building to rubble. (See 
“Curtain Call,” News and Features, 
October 15, 2004.) The last hope of 
staying the wrecking ball comes 
Thursday morning at 10, in the 


the Massachusetts Land Court. That's 


development plans continues. That 
decision, it appears, will rely primarily 
on the odd but crucial question of 





THE HISTORIC Gaiety Theatre could 
courtroom of Justice Keith C. Long of face the wrecking ball this week. 


gun-shy about discussing the future. “We don’t have a 
whole lot to say just yet.” 

“BU has always been a business-minded university, and 
they definitely want to look at [Agganis] as a potential 
revenue source,” theorizes MassConcerts promoter Jon 
Peters. “When the Tsongas opened, it filled a huge void 
because there was nothing between the Orpheum and the 
FleetCenter.” The Agganis will finally fill that void in 
Boston, potentially drawing shows away from far-flung 
venues such as Tsongas, the Worcester Centrum, and the 
Worcester Palladium. “Any time you add a place,” Peters 
says, “the events have to come from somewhere.” 

“It might pull shows away from Worcester, but that’s 
hard to tell,” says John Innamorato, booker of Teaparty 
Concerts, a division of the Clear Channel. “Bands who 
want to play Boston, play Boston.” But both he and Peters 
admit that some acts that would be pushing it to book the 
FleetCenter might fit into the Agganis. 

FleetCenter president and CEO Richard A. Krezwick 
laughs out loud when asked if he views the new concert 
space as a threat. “| don’t think there’s any show that 
would be torn between playing the FleetCenter and BU,” 
he says. “A tour is designed to play either 7000-seat 
arenas or 18,000-seat arenas, and it’s rarely flexible in 
being able to accommodate the production.” 

Peters, for his part, contends that venues like the 
Tsongas Arena will continue to have their own niche. 
Unlike Lowell, the Agganis won't have a general-admission 
floor, which limits the kinds of bands that a promoter can 
book there — no metal, hardcore, punk. And some bands 
simply draw a suburban audience, kids who don’t see the 
difference between Worcester or Boston. “But there’s 
definitely people that live in Boston that will only go to 
shows in Boston.” Now they have one more place to go. 

Duran Duran will appear at the Agganis Arena at Boston 
University on April 1; call (617) 931-2000. Visit 
www. agganisarena.com. 

— Camille Dodero 


organization. He says that the theater 
was structurally sound as of last 
spring, and could easily be turned 
back into a working theater. 

Long was scheduled to take a tour 
of the Gaiety on Wednesday morning 
in preparation for Thursday’s hearing, 
but barred media access to the 
viewing. Long has not seemed 
especially sympathetic to the 
cause thus far, says Steve 
Jerome, Gaiety Theatre Friends 
president. Most notably, in 
November the judge dismissed 
another plaintiff group (which 
included Gaiety Friends and three 
city councilors) trying to block the 
Kensington development, ruling 
that it had no legal standing. 

This is especially crucial now 
that another plaintiff, ON! 
Collective Inc., which runs an art 





when the owner of the Glass Slipper, 
a strip club abutting the Gaiety, gets 
a hearing on a last-minute injunction 
for a restraint order to stop the 
demolition. 

Friday became D-Day a week 
earlier, on December 10, when 
Boston’s Inspectional Services 
Department granted the Kensington 
developers a demolition permit. The 
permit does not go into effect for 
seven days, in order to provide time 
to notify abutters — such as the 
Glass Slipper, which stands to be 
taken by eminent domain. The strip 
club’s owners are contesting the 
legality of the development, with a 
trial scheduled for March 25. 

The Glass Slipper is fighting the 
contorted legalisms of the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority (BRA) and 
the Boston Zoning Commission, 
through which Kensington obtained 
authorization to build its 30-story 
structure — twice the allowable 
height — and to take the Glass 
Slipper. Those issues are unlikely to 
be resolved quickly; but, the judge 
could allow the Gaiety demolition to 
go forward while the ultimate scope 
of the development remains 
unsettled. 

Those who wish to preserve — and 
resurrect — the Gaiety will try to 
convince Long to save the building 
while the lawsuit over the 
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whether the Gaiety is a theater. The 
Boston Zoning Code prohibits 
destruction of theaters in the Midtown 
Cultural District — and adds that no 
demolition permit can be granted 
unless the building is unsafe, which 
nobody claims about the Gaiety. 

The BRA has claimed that the 
Gaiety is no longer legally a theater, 
since it has not been used as one for 
20 years. The BRA also points to a 
September 1993 decision by the 
Boston Zoning Board of Appeal to 
grant the removal of “theater” from 
the occupancy description. 

But on the application for the 
demolition permit filed last month, 
obtained by the Phoenix, the 
Inspectional Services Department 
typed in “Theatre” under “Legal 
occupancy of use.” The application 
is Signed by a representative of the 
owner, Kensington, as well as by the 
supervisor of plans for the Boston 
Zoning Division (who even wrote in 
“midtown cultural dist” above his 
December 8 signature). 

In any event, the building is 
obviously a theater, say the Gaiety 
Theatre Friends, a group working to 
save the historical structure. “A 
theater isn’t defined by a fancy 
marquee and decorative facades, but 
by the performance space inside,” 
says Lee Eiseman, a member of the 


gallery in the affected area, 
agreed to drop its case on November 
23 — the day after Long dismissed 
the other plaintiffs. (Terms of the 
agreement were not made public.) 
The Glass Slipper remains as the 
only party to the suit; if its owners 
agree to a settlement with 
Kensington, that would remove all 
legal barriers to the new 
development. 

In fact, some speculate that the 
removal of the other plaintiffs 
precipitated the sudden application 
for the demolition permit — for 
which Kensington technically could 
have applied at any time since 
January, when it gained final 
approval from the BRA and Mayor 
Thomas Menino. (Another possible 
reason: the recent decision by the 
fire department that Kensington 
must add sprinklers to the building if 
it stays up any longer.) 

To keep the lawsuit alive if the 
Glass Slipper gives in to an offer 
from Kensington, three owners of 
Ritz-Carlton condominiums 
overlooking the site have filed to join 
as plaintiffs. Long still must decide 
on that. Also, any decision by Long 
could be appealed to the Supreme 
Judicial Court. But the threat of the 
demolition of the Gaiety is now 
closer to reality than ever. 

— David S. Bernstein 
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IN MEMORIAM 


Dimebag Darrell Abbott: 
1966-2004 


Metal fans all around the world spent 
last weekend mourning the death of 
beloved guitarist Dimebag Darrell, who was 
murdered by an apparent psychotic fan 
during a December 8 performance with his 
band Damageplan at a Columbus, Ohio, 
club. Born Darrell Abbott, the Dallas native 
was just 38. 

A semipro football player and former 
Marine named Nathan Gale reportedly 
walked up to Dimebag on-stage at the 
beginning of the band’s first song, and 
began shooting; Gale killed four people 
before being shot dead by a police officer 
at the scene. The motive remains unclear, 
but Gale’s acquaintances have said he was 
a fan of Dimebag’s other band, Pantera, and had a history of erratic, though not 
violent, behavior. 

Pantera were the premier metal band of the early 1990s, at a time when Metallica 
had gone mainstream and the genre was in dire need of new blood. Pantera’s first 
three major-label CDs — Cowboys from Hell, Vulgar Display of Power, and Far Beyond 
Driven — were classics that won them a huge international fan base. And Dimebag 
was one of the best players of the era: his riffs established new standards for 
heaviness, while his solos split the difference between chaos and virtuosity. Pantera 
sold millions of albums without ever enjoying a major hit single. 

But after 2000's Reinventing the Stee/, the members of Pantera went their 
separate ways. The contrast between the two bands that emerged from the split 
suggested Pantera had been torn apart by the usual creative differences. Frontman 
Philip Anselmo went more hardcore than ever with Superjoint Ritual, while Dimebag 
and his brother, Pantera drummer Vinnie Paul, scored the biggest radio hit of their 
careers with Damageplan’s bar-rocking “Save Me.” With Rob Halford sideman Pat 
Lachman on lead vocals and Bob Zilla on bass, the group were on tour in support of 
their debut, New Found Power (Elektra). 

The influence of Pantera — in particular Dimebag’s razor-edged riffage, with its 
vicious consolidation of speed-metal heft and power-metal flash — continued to 
grow even after their demise, becoming the cornerstone of a resurgent wave of 





GUITAR GOD: Dimebag Darrell, 
seated at left, with fellow members of 
Damageplan, the successful band he 
created from the breakup of Pantera. 


underground metal. Massachusetts metal heroes Shadows Fall are one of the many 
newer bands influenced by Pantera; they recently finished a string of dates with 
Damageplan, including one on November 24 at the Palladium in Worcester 

As news of Dimebag’s death spread throughout the metal world, friends and fans 
from Ozzy Osbourne to Slipknot’s Corey Taylor eulogized him as a legend, a great 
guitarist, and a better friend. Killswitch Engage frontman Howard Jones, whose band 
has toured with Damageplan, called Dimebag’s death “insane and beyond travesty.” 

Though Anselmo spent the past few years trading barbs with the Abbott brothers in 
the press — culminating with the current issue of the UK magazine Metal Hammer 
on the cover of which he proclaims, “This is the last time | ever talk about Pantera!” 
and, more ominously, “Dimebag deserves to be beaten severely!” he has been 
quiet since the murder. Instead, Anselmo has posted a simple tribute or 
www.downboard.com, a message board for another of his bands, Down. It’s a poignant 


photo of the two metal gods napping net to each other in happier days, along with 
the caption, “Darrell my brother. The best of the best.” 

On December 11, MTV2’s Headbangers Ball aired an emotional one-hour 
Dimebag special, hosted by Megadeth’s Dave Mustaine. A public memorial was 
slated for December 14 at the Arlington Convention Center in Arlington, Texas. And 
a comprehensive selection of celebrity tributes appears on www.officialpantera.com. 

— Sean Richardson 
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All that glitters 


Jewelry isn't the only thing that sparkles. This holiday season, 
go for the gleam at stores across town. 


ECEMBER GETS a bad rap for being short on daylight, 

but with every boulevard and back alley in the city 

decked out in tinsel and strung up with bitty lights, it 
seems any hour of the night could pass for dusk. Of course, 
that might also be because in storefronts across town, dia- 
mond-encrusted bracelets and luminous lamé accoutrements 
are bathed in beams brighter than the spotlight used on 
Madonna’s last tour. Just a glance is enough to inspire grand 
fantasies of gifts we’d love to get — er, give. No matter how 
hard we gaze at the gems, though, it won’t increase the value 
of the silver in our wallets. 

But all that glitters, gleams, and shines isn’t necessarily from 
Tiffany. In fact, there’s a wealth of treasures you can nab on a 
moment’s notice that will attract interest without forcing you to 
dip too far into your savings. 

We'll start with the fashion fiends. Though your sister would 
certainly go gaga for those sassy Gucci pumps, a glittery belt 
might be just the accessory she needs to whet her appetite for 
next year. At H&M you can find thick fabric belts speckled 
with silver or gold ($5.90), or skinny red ones ($7.90) 
that would perfectly match Dorothy’s slippers. 

Glossy-magazine ads for Cartier diamonds have probably served 
only as a painful reminder that you’ve avoided buying something 
for your favorite glamour gal. But a quick expedition to So Good 
Jewelry should take care of anyone who likes trin- 
kets and charms. No need for a flashlight here in 
the event of a power failure; there are enough 
rhinestones and gems on display to light up a 
cave. Choose from brooches of butter- 
flies, peacocks, spiders, and an 
array of other glittery members 
of the animal kingdom ($9.99- 
$44.99). There are also necklaces 
($9.99-$34.99) and earrings 
($12.99-$19.99) in countless configu- 
rations and colors, and satin sacks 
festooned with radiant beads, 
buttons, and bows 
($19.99-$39.99). Or bestow her with 
the means to make even her own skin 
shimmer. Shimmer Body Powder 


MAIN PHOTO BY K 


Where to find it: 

¢ H&M, 350 Washington Street, Boston, (617) 482-7001; 
CambridgeSide Galleria, 100 CambridgeSide Place, Cambridge, 
(617) 225-0895; www.hm.com. 

* Museum of Useful Things, 49B Brattle Street, Cambridge, 
(617) 576-3322; www.theMUT.com. 

* Polcari’s Coffee, 105 Salem Street, Boston, (617) 227-0786. 

¢ Posh, 557 Tremont Street, Boston, (617) 437-1970. 

* So Good Jewelry, 349 Newbury Street, Boston, (617) 259-1053. 

¢ Vellum, 55 Dartmouth Street, Boston, (617) 247-2323; 
www.vellumstore.com. 

¢ Victoria’s Secret, various locations; www.victoriassecret.com. 


($28.50) from Victoria’s Secret comes in its own luxurious 
jeweled brush with satiny bristles. 

Some on your list may prefer to apply the Midas touch to 
their homes. Add luster to a kitchen with a shiny stainless- 
steel stovetop espresso maker ($45-$49) from Polcari’s 
Coffee. And almost anything else in stainless steel can be found 
at the Museum of Useful Things, like ribbed mugs ($24) 
for that coffee, ice-cream scoopers ($10.50), sundae cups 

($8.50), and cooking utensils ($10.50-$15.50) 
that shine like the chrome on a new Cadillac. 

If your darling’s kitchen is already 

equipped, consider glamming up the liv- 
ing room. If disco balls are too outra- 
geous, candles that shimmer like one of 
Liberace’s pianos are more versatile. Posh 
has 10-inch tapers ($7.50) suitable for 
any holder, along with glittery pillar 
candles ($16). 

Now pop into Vellum for some shiny 
origami foil ($3.75-$6.75) to wrap up 
the small stuff, and large sheets of gour- 
met paper embedded with sparkly 
specks and feather bits ($6.75 and 
$9.75/sheet). The packaging will reflect your 

brilliance. 
— Liza Weisstuch 
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moon signs 


BY SYMBOLINE DAI 


ROWTH, DEVELOPMENT, and expansion are the 
themes this week, as the waxing moon moves 
through the first-quarter phase. With the winter sol- 
stice on Tuesday, take heart in the fact that we'll start 

getting slightly more sunlight every day (yeah, it’s a 
minute or so, but it’s the thought that counts). As is 
the tradition, we include the daily holiday shopping 
tip to guide you through the maze of Too Much Stuff. 


Thursday, December 16 

Waxing moon in Pisces. It’s a good day for psychics 

to practice a new skill perhaps telekinesis 
versus the same old déja vu. Pisces folks are in the mood for 
love. (Or a snack — they're that easily distracted.) Virgo is in 
a what-the-hell mood and might fritter. And then complain. 
Shopping tip: shoes and ankle socks. VOC 3:33 a.m. to 
12:24 p.m. 


Friday, December 17 

Waxing moon in Pisces. Venus moves into Sagittarius. 

Love’s a-bubble, especially for giggly Sagittarius, 
Gemini, and Virgo, but Pisces may find fault with something 
that need not be changed. Cancer, who cares what others think? 
Do what pleases you. Taurus and Capricorn shouldn’t dwell on 
this week’s missteps. Getting mildly hammered may help this 
tendency. Shopping tip: little scuba man for the fish tank. 


Saturday, December 18 

First-quarter moon in Pisces/Aries. Remember last 

weekend? Here’s the turning point for those events. 
Don’t be put off by the all-day void-of-course moon, which 
puts odd personalities in your path. Pisces needs to connect 
with people from the past (even if this is mere daydreaming), 
while Aries might be an insomniac, eager to tear into next 
week’s activities. Shopping tip: glitter shoelaces or chef's 
toque. VOC 11:40 a.m. to 4:52 p.m. 


Sunday, December 19 

Waxing moon in Aries. Stores are thronged, and im- 

pulse purchasing is actually a good thing. Leo should- 
n't shop alone, but Sagittarius is better in a téte-a-téte rather 
than in a group. Aries, others are listening, so can you tell them 
what you think? Or did you “just forget” what you needed to 
say? That won’t be the case for Libra, who might (and should) 
be choosing to do unpleasant tasks first. Shopping tip: glue gun 
or soldering iron for quick-draw home-repair zealots. 


Monday, December 20 

Waxing moon in Aries. Mercury moves directly into 

Sagittarius. The fire signs are tipping the balance of the 
universe. Tempers may flare, and dissipation ensues on Tuesday 
and Wednesday (especially for hung-over Capricorn, Cancer, Leo, 
and Scorpio). Aries, all ears are on you. Don’t try so hard, but do 
be forceful if you're flirting. Shopping tip: artisanal ceramics. 


Tuesday, December 21 

Waxing moon in Taurus. Winter solstice. The shortest 

day, but not for Aquarius and Leo, who feel harassed 
by all, especially those with intransigent attitudes. Good thing 
Capricorn and Virgo can make sense of chaos, because this is 
a great day for organization, bookkeeping, and financial reck- 
oning. Taurus, it’s your show; do what you need to do. Shop- 
ping tip: where to begin? Scarves, turtlenecks, Nehru jackets, 
neckties. VOC 12:16 to 12:52 a.m. 


Wednesday, December 22 

Waxing moon in Taurus. Sun moves into Capricorn. 

Oh yeah, this is what we're waiting for. Shopping gets 
deadly serious, and the urge to “invest” overwhelms even fan- 
ciful grasshopper Gemini (who's happy with stocking stuffers). 
Taurus, serious shopping begins here. If you feel you've got 
“the eye,” go ahead and spend a little more than you planned. 
Shopping tip: piggy banks, purses, charitable donations. & 


KEY TO MOON SIGNS 


This horoscope traces the passage of the moon, not the sun. Simply 
read from day to day to watch the moon's influence as it moves 
through the signs of the zodiac. 

When the moon is in your sun sign, you are beginning a new 28- 
day emotional cycle, and you can expect increased insight and 
emotionality. When the moon moves into the sun sign opposite yours 
(see below), expect to have difficulties dealing with the opposite sex, 
family, or authority figures; social or romantic activities will not be at 
their best 

When the moon is in Aries, it opposes Libra, and vice versa. Other 
oppositions are Taurus/Scorpio, Gemini/Sagittarius, Cancer/ 
Capricorn, Leo/Aquarius, and Virgo/Pisces. The moon stays in each 
sign approximately two and a half days 

As the moon moves between signs, it will sometimes become “void 
of course,” making no major angles to planets. Consider this a null 
time and try to avoid making or implementing decisions if you can 

For Symboline Dai’s sun-sign horoscopes and advice column, visit 
our Web site at www.bostonphoenix.com 


Symboline Dai can be reached at sally@moonsigns.net 
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Deliver the New Verizon 
Telephone Directories 


Men & women 18 yrs and older 
with insured vehicles are needed 
to deliver the new Boston WP/YP 
Directories in Boston, North, 
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Waltham, Woburn, Stoneham, 
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office clerks & loaders. Deliver 
starts about December 22nd. 
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48 hours upon successful 
completion of your route. 

Call 1-800-979-7978 
between the hours of 9:00am & 
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The Boston Phoenix has been covering 
the trends and events that shape our times 
since 1966. The following selections, culled 
from our back files, were compiled by 
Deirdre Fulton. 


Rave regression 
years ago: 
December 17, 1999 

Andrew Hermann surveyed the rave- 
party landscape and saw some changes in 
the crowd. 

“Seven years, you would think, is long 
enough for any scene to mature a little, to 
get a little sophisticated, even a little gray 
at the temples. But rave hasn’t done any 
of that; in fact, despite (or perhaps be- 
cause of) a tremendous growth in popu- 
larity, the rave scene has actually re- 
gressed. If you go to a rave now, chances 
are you'll see very few older faces and lots 
of startlingly young people dressed in the 
childlike style known as ‘candy raver’ — 
plastic jewelry, fuzzy backpacks, pacifiers. 
Even rave’s slang has become more youth- 
oriented; the term ‘raver’ is hardly heard 
anymore, as most rave attendees now 
refer to themselves as ‘party kids.’ 

“All of which raises the question: what 
happened to all the people who were par- 
tying back in ’92?” 


Insight from Imus 
i years ago: 
December 16, 1994 

Radio personality Don Imus offered 
these pearls of wisdom to reporter Al 
Giordano when they sat down to look 
back on 1994. 

On John Kerry: 

“I love John Kerry. He carries too much 
of Bill Clinton’s water. He doesn’t have to. 
I like him a lot. He’s very funny and he’s 
very smart, and he’s a great guest. He 
knows exactly what the deal is. He can be 
serious, and you can ask him anything.” 

On the Bush kids, Jeb and George W.:: 

“T like Jeb. I like the way they trotted 
those Mexican kids out every time the old 
man ran and then you didn’t see them for 
four years. George Jr., I don’t think there’s 
much there.” 

On Ross Perot: 

‘Just a little Martian and a solid-gold- 
plated phony. In the true sense of the 
word a sociopath. The dictionary defini- 
tion. All that shit about a lesbian trying to 
break into his daughter’s wedding party or 
Martians on the front lawn. ...Who the 
fuck knew what he was talking about? 
Dangerous little bastard.” 


Empty of emotion 
1 years ago: 
December 15, 1989 


Paul McCartney’s performance at 
Madison Square Garden showed Ted 
Drozdowski that while the cute Beatle 
could rock, he lacked emotional depth. 
“And though he dedicated ‘Fool on the 
Hill’ to ‘three mates of mine, George, 
Ringo, and John,’ the show’s arena glitz 
— which also included flashpot explo- 
sions and a neon-lighted piano that rose 
out of the stage — begged for at least a 
moment of clear emotion, something 
strong and human enough to shine 
through the klieg-light glare, for balance. 
What was really missing was any ac- 
knowledgement of rock’s, and McCart- 
ney’s, terrible loss‘on December 8, 1980, 
the night John Lennon was killed. That 
McCartney was performing in the city in 
which Lennon was murdered, three scant 
days after the event’s ninth anniversary 
and in a venue a mile or so away from 
where the fatal shots were fired, made 
his silence all the more disheartening.” 


And the winner is ... 
? years ago: 
December 18, 1984 
Michael Gee celebrated the year in 
sports with some unconventional awards. 


g@ | Phoenix FLASHBACKS: 


“A Case of Cheerios is given to Mary 
Lou Retton, who became America’s 
official Olympic heroine, complete with 
lucrative endorsements, appearances on 
Bob Hope specials, and similar hondrs. 
Even forgetting that the spunky teenag- 
er’s gymnastics gold medal was a direct 
by-product of the Soviet-bloc boycott, 
Retton’s instant celebrity is further proof 
that America likes its women sports he- 
roes best when they are not actually adult 
women at all.... 

“A Copy of Abner Doubleday’s Civil War 
Won-Lost Record is presented to the US 
Olympic baseball team, which finished 
second to Japan in the first baseball tour- 
nament in Olympic history. At least it 
wasn't to Nicaragua.” 


Laugh riot 
2 years ago: 
December 18, 1979 

David Chute said Steve Martin’s per- 
formance in The Jerk pointed comedy in a 
new direction. 

“At bottom, there’s something all too 
recognizable in Martin’s come-on. He 
has the sweaty self-consciousness of a 
man desperate to be with it, a man who 
knows the moves but hasn’t a smidgen 
of the grace or skill required to go 
through them convincingly. On some 
level, Martin’s comic persona is a man 
without a personality, for whom every 
effort to approximate human behavior 
becomes a technical challenge, a matter 
of mimicry or impersonation .... 

“Although people still like to discourse 
knowingly about the importance of 
rhythm and timing, in comic delivery, I 
don’t think we’ve grasped the extent to 
which the newest comedians — people 
like Robin Williams and Andy Kaufman in 
addition to Martin — have jettisoned such 
tools of the trade.” 


Sad scene in Southie 
3 years ago: 
December 17, 1974 

The school busing controversy raged 
on, and Michael Ryan used this anecdote 
from one particularly violent demonstra- 
tion to illustrate how heartbreaking the 
situation had become. 

“There were the usual touches of 
pathos, so common to riots. The obliga- 
tory waif arrived. The towheaded, 
sparkling-eyed innocent, who would 
have looked more at home in a story- 
book drawing studying her first Commu- 
nion at her mother’s knee (had her 
mother not dragged her to the ram- 
parts), wandered freely between the pro- 
testors and the police, unnoticed by 
most, until she accosted a reporter. 

“‘Hey, mister,’ she began in a tiny voice. 
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FREEDOM’S JUST ANOTHER WORD for 
nothing left to lose. 


‘Are you writing this up for the paper? I 
hope you write that niggers suck.’” 


What good can drinkin’ do? 
3 years ago: 
December 17, 1969 

Lew Marcus loved Janis Joplin’s raspy 
sound, but worried that her hard-living 
ways were bringing her down. 

“But something bothered me — and I'm 
sure no one missed it at the concert. Janis 
is killing herself. It’s no secret and every- 
one who’s ever seen her knows it. But it 
bothered me more than usual. You get the 
very uncomfortable feeling that you may 
be seeing her last concert before she burns 
herself out. 

“But despite her panting, out-of- 
breath-between-songs periods, she put 
every little bit of her heart (pun intend- 
ed) into each song. She poured her 
whole soul out. And her charisma was so 
strong that at one point-an unidentified 
soul jumped on stage, kissed her twice, 
and disappeared back into the crowd, 
which was pressed against the stage. 
And, as always, the familiar bottle of 
Southern Comfort was with her — this 
time a gift from a fan.” 





Where are they now? 

Al Giordano is the publisher of the 
Narco News Bulletin, www.narconews 
.com. Ted Drozdowski is a freelance music 
writer for the Phoenix. Michael Gee is a 
sports columnist for the Boston Herald. 
David Chute is a freelance movie critic 
based in Los Angeles. 
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OUT THERE 


BY ALAN OLIFSON 


F YOU HAD to guess who I am based solely 
; on the front of my refrigerator, you would 

have to go with an 80-year-old grandmoth- 
er. If pressed, you'd probably say I’m from 
somewhere in Eastern Europe. 

There is nothing stuck to the cheap, off- 
white surface indicating that I am, in fact, a 
34-year-old male. No basketball-league sched- 
ules or Sam Adams bottle openers or 1940s 
pin-up-girl magnets. Nor is there any trace of 
my live-in girlfriend, Jess. No “girls’ night out 
having margaritas” snapshots, no Bed Bath 
& Beyond plastic fruit magnets, not even a 
frozen-yogurt coupon. 


front of my refrigerator, in no particu- 
lar order: a thank-you card from my 
nephew’s first-birthday party; two 
photos of Jess’s niece and nephews; 

a “Measuring Equivalents” magnet 

in the shape of a measuring cup; a \ 
drawing made by my two-year-old 
niece; assorted birth announce- 
ments; and, most inexplicably, a tiny 
ceramic vase in the shape of a Russ- 
ian nesting doll. 

The rest of our apartment has 
what I like to think of as a moderate- 
ly hip, young, childless-couple feel: 
original artwork in dark, earthy tones; 
various shelves carefully cluttered \ 
with a healthy mixture of books, can- 
dles, and eclectic souvenirs; a subtle 
smattering of Urban Outfitters throw 
pillows. But the refrigerator. Sweet 
Jesus. It’s as if we have a 90-year-old Russian 
Jew living in our kitchen. Every time I go to 
grab a beer, I half expect to find a pan of noo- 
dle kugel on the top shelf. 

How did it come to this? To answer that 
question, I’m forced to look beyond the 
fridge. The fridge is just a symptom, like a 
runny nose. We could wipe away baby pic- 
tures all week; we'll just get more. The real 
problem here is that everyone we know is 
having children. 

Please, don’t misunderstand: I love kids. I 
want kids of my own ... someday. In the very 
abstract sense. In the someone-to-care-for-and- 
carry-on-my-genes sense. I’m just not entirely 
sold on the wake-up-at-3-a.m.-to-clean-shit-off- 
the-wall sense. But who ever is, right? Having 
kids is one of those things you dive into in spite 
of the day-to-day facts. Like sex with a hooker. 
Okay, bad example. But you know what I mean. 
With kids, you've got to look at the big picture. 
If we, as a species, undertook procreation with 
the same kind of Consumer Reports—inspired 
zeal we have for, say, buying a car, the first gen- 
eration would have settled on a few pets. “Yeah, 
honey, I know they look cute, but see here, 
they’re the only model with a ‘one-year-plus’ 
ranking in the ‘Unpredictable Projectile Vomit- 
ing’ category. Now take this Labrador ...” 

That everyone is having kids before me 
comes as no big surprise. It seems to be the 
natural sequel to all the weddings I went to as 
a single man in my mid 20s. The main differ- 
ence being, it’s much less acceptable to get 
drunk and hook up with your friends’ wives’ 
friends at baby showers. Of course, the bigger 
difference is the lifestyle change. When my 
friends married, they were marrying long-time 
girlfriends, people I had known and whose 
company I had enjoyed for years. After the 
honeymoon, life went on much like before. We 
ate at the same restaurants, drank at the same 
bars, stayed out until the same post-—9 p.m. 
hours. Their lives together may have changed, 
but my life with them remained the same — 
except now we could also make bread. And ice 
cream and fondue. I hadn’t lost a friend, I had 


Instead, here’s what’s hanging on the a 
ye 


On the very faint ticking 
of one man’s biological clock 


Oh, baby 


gained a Crate & Barrel catalogue. Really, mar- 


riage was a win-win. 

But babies? Come on. I have no use for a 
Baby Bjorn. 

So goes the cycle of life. Between us, Jess 
and I now have no fewer than 19 kids under 
four in our close circle of friends and family, 
with at least three more in the oven. Kids we 
love and enjoy. Kids we baby-sit for, and 
whose birthday parties we attend. I have spent 
more Sundays at Chuck E. Cheese’s than I 
have spent watching football. I can tell you 
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where the good Mommy & Me classes are and 
what you should expect to pay for a good baby 
jogger, and I have actually grown tired of talk- 
ing about breasts. 

In some ways I know this is all great prepa- 
ration, a sort of parental apprenticeship. I can 
learn from others’ mistakes without worrying 
about costly child-psychiatrist bills down the 
road. Plus, there’s all that hand-me-down baby 
furniture. But I’m worried about burnout. Not 
mine. Everyone else’s. Sure, now my friends 
and family all dote and pamper and coo-chi- 
coo every newborn in a fleece jumper with an 
animal-shaped hood. But by the time I get 
around to fatherhood, will they all be over it? 
Will I be walking around with my baby like 
the last kid on the block to get a Tickle-Me 
Elmo doll when everyone else has moved on 
to Robosapiens? 

I guess I’m realizing I have a biological 
clock. Sure, it may not tick as loudly as a 
woman’s, but I hear it, ever so faintly. I mean, 
just because I can have kids when I’m 60 
doesn’t mean I should. Solely on a practical 
level, do we want a generation of teenagers 
taught to drive by 75-year-old men? “Oy, just 
leave the turn signal on, you'll turn left even- 
tually. Now, before turning, look left, look right 

.. hey, see that big grocery store over there, 
that’s where I first met Doris. It used to be a 
Bloomingdale’s. Did I ever tell you about Doris?” 

Maybe my fridge is a magnet, quite literally, 
for these biological urges. But considering how 
many times I’ve had lunch with a new father 
who’s shown up with bags under his eyes and 
spit-up stains on his shirt, I see no reason to 
rush into the whole parenthood lifestyle before 
actually having a child. So I think it’s time to 
take back my refrigerator. Soon enough I’ll-be 
sending out baby pictures of my own, and peo- 
ple can hang them on their fridges — or, more 
likely, they can display them on the video 
screens of the Automatic Instant Food Prepara- 
tion Devices we'll all be using on the moon. &@ 


Send birth announcements to Alan Olifson at 
alan@olifson.com. 
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| [ Straight Dope ] 


BY CECIL ADAMS 


To hear a lot of people tell it, up until some indeterminate date 
in the 20th century, everyone in Europe and the United States 
stank to high heaven. Supposedly no one washed, used a tooth- 
brush, etc.; everyone had lice; and so on. Would everyone’s rotting- 
tooth breath knock us on our asses? If so, at what point did mat- 
ters improve? I’m imagining myself transported back in time to a 
room where the Founding Fathers are debating what to do about 
the Crown’s injustices, and I’m almost passing out from the stink. 
What makes me skeptical that hygiene was so awful is that I often 
read of someone’s being particularly malodorous; if everything al- 
ready stank horrifically, then how could people tell that someone 
had BO? Who had grounds to nitpick anyone else’s pungency? 

Jonathan 
Via e-mail 


Come on, Jonathan — a little body odor never killed anybody. THAT VOICE INSIDE YOU ISN'T 
Truth is, we live in an impoverished age, olfactorily speaking. SCREAMING FOR ANOTHER RIDE ON THE TILT-A-WHIRL 
Up until, say, World War I — some would put the date as late as 
1950 — human beings lived in a rich stew of scents, some re- 
volting but a few delightful, and many at least comfortingly fa- 
miliar. Nowadays, people in the developed world can go for 
weeks without sniffing anything more pungent than kung po 
chicken at the food court. Progress has rid us of some pretty 
rank smells, but we tossed out some good ones too. 
You heard right: people in the old days did stink to high 
heaven. What with domestic animals, nonexistent sanitation 
and refrigeration, and (after 1800) crowding and pollution, 
pretty much everything stank. Efforts were made to alleviate 
the stench, the most famous result being the public baths of R | S e PAN B OV E 
Rome, but the more common practice was to disguise foul 
scents with fairer ones. A wealthy party host was expected to 
tickle his guests’ olfactory receptors with exotic perfumes, in- 
cense, and ointments. If he didn’t, they’d be more likely to 
smell the chamber pots — separate toilet rooms draining to a 
cesspool weren’t common until the 19th century. 
Probably the low point was reached during the Renaissance. 
In the Middle Ages, public baths had been available in larger 
towns, but in the wake of the plague, Europeans decided baths 
were dangerous. Hot water allowed toxins to penetrate the skin 
— far better to keep the pores caulked with healthy grime. Per- 
sonal grooming, such as it was, focused entirely on appearances. 
People washed their faces and hands sometimes, but refused to 
immerse their entire bodies except on doctor’s orders. The rich 
drenched themselves in perfume to conceal odor. Lice and fleas 
were universal, with etiquette requiring merely that one refrain 
from scratching conspicuously in public. People were used to a 
base line of putridity; to attract attention, you had to really reek. 
This noxious state of affairs persisted for centuries. One 
small step forward was the wearing of underclothing, prefer- 
ably of white linen — dirt would rub off on the linen, which 
you could wash every few weeks without having to wash your- 
self. The prejudice against water began to recede in the 18th 
century, but bathing remained an aristocratic luxury (later ex- 
tended to the bourgeoisie) for another 150 years. Partly it was 
a matter of expense — for those too modest simply to jump in 
the river, the only bathing facilities were public bathhouses, re- 
vived in popularity but out of most people’s price range. It’s es- 
timated that in 1819 the 700,000 inhabitants of Paris collec- 
tively purchased only 600,000 baths. 
Change came gradually. In a partly scientific attempt to com- . 
bat epidemics, cities began installing waterworks and sewer sys- Classes in Art 
tems. Indoor bathrooms became more common, although they & Design 
weren't standard until the 20th century. Mass-produced soap ap- for all levels 
peared. Autos and milk trains made it possible to keep horses 
and cows and their offal out of cities. The middle class, with the 
energetic assistance of advertisers, realized that bad smells 
weren't the inevitable lot of humankind. Even so, the modern 
cult of cleanliness, including daily showers and deodorant, didn’t 
take firm root in the United States until after World War II. 
Nowadays, thanks to air conditioning, kitchen fans, and fewer www.massa rt plus.org 
home-cooked meals (at my house, anyway), even cooking smells 
are fading away. I’m not complaining about the sterility of mod- 
ern life in a literal sense — who wants cholera back? — but the 
world of abundant smells is one we have largely left behind. &@ 
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ALL METHEU UP 


THE COMEBACK OF HIV AND STDS — AND THE DRUG THAT’S FUELING IT 


METH, continued from cover 

added that “emerging evidence also sug- 
gests that crystal use may be contributing 
to an increase in new HIV infections.” 

“Every single person who has come to us 
with crystal meth has also just found out 
they are HIV-positive,” says Jonathan Scott, 
president and executive director of Victory 
Programs Inc., a residential substance-abuse- 
treatment provider in Boston. 

Until about two years ago, crystal meth — 
a/k/a Crissy, Tina, glass, crank, tweak, ice, 
chalk, go-fast — was virtually unavailable in 
Northeastern cities such as Boston. Long 
popular among Southern rednecks, Western 
biker gangs, and Midwestern housewives, 
crystal meth now is finally spreading to this 
region, thanks to its popularity on the gay- 
party circuit — and Boston appears to be at 
the forefront. Meth-related emergency-room 
visits in the city tripled from 1998 to 2002, 
according to the most recent data from the 
Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN), part 
of the US Department of Health and Human 
Services. That gives Boston the worst per 
capita meth problem of all the Northeastern 
metropolitan areas studied in the DAWN sys- 
tem, easily ahead of Buffalo, Newark, 
Philadelphia, and even New York City. 

Still, crystal meth is around in far less 
quantity here than in other parts of the 
country, says Anthony Pettigrew, spokesman 


for the US Drug Enforcement Administra- 
tion’s New England office. Pettigrew adds 
that almost no crystal meth is manufactured 


locally although apparently enough is 
now brought in to feed the habits of about 
eight percent of all gay men in Boston, ac- 
cording to an ongoing Harvard study. It re- 
mains, to this point, a niche drug — a club 
drug for that portion of gay and bisexual 
men who join the roving, all-night “circuit 
party” scene or seek sexual hookups on In- 
ternet sites such as Manhunt.net. 

But will it remain within that niche? 
MDMA, better known as Ecstasy or X, certain- 
ly didn’t. “X was big in the gay community in 
the ’80s, then hit the club scene in the ’90s,” 
says Kevin Kapila, a South End psychiatrist 
who specializes in substance abuse. Already 
meth is gaining popularity as a club drug na- 
tionally, according to the National Drug Intel- 
ligence Center. Here in Boston, meth is be- 
coming more readily available at nightclubs 
as the supply increases and partiers search for 
new highs. Cheap club drugs like GHB 
(commonly used by Boston-area strip- 
pers) and ketamine have become harder 
to get locally, and Ecstasy use in Boston 
has plateaued, according to the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy (NDCP), 
which also says that young Boston-area 
clubgoers are experimenting with LSD, 
PCP, mushrooms, and mescaline. It 
shouldn't take these experimenters long 
to find out what gay partiers like about 
crystal meth — in fact, in a startling finding 
buried in the latest NDCP profile of Boston 
drug use, more ninth-grade students reported 
having used methamphetamines (5.9 per- 
cent) than Ecstasy (5.1). 

Once it starts, the spread of crystal meth 
can be explosive. In 1992, Indiana admitted 
two users into methamphetamine substance- 
abuse treatment for every 100,000 people in 
the state — roughly the same rate as Massa- 
chusetts had two years ago. But by 2002, In- 
diana’s rate had multiplied more than 10 
times over, to 23 per 100,000. In the same 
time period, Missouri’s meth-admission rate 
exploded from five to 86 per 100,000; 
Arkansas from seven to 125; Washington 
from 11 to 150. 
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POTENT PROBLEM: as they grow increasingly addicted to the rush, users often move from taking crystal meth as a pill or snorting it, to 


smoking the crystals in a crack-style pipe. 


If these rates of increase can spring from 
housewives looking to lose weight and bikers 
trying to stay awake, surely it could happen 
among clubgoers in Boston. If it does, it could 
bring dramatic public-health risks, perhaps 
including the spread of HIV/AIDS, but cer- 
tainly other sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs). “There would be a huge epidemic of 
chlamydia if this drug ever becomes popular 
among college students in Boston,” says So- 
phie Godley, director of prevention and edu- 
cation for AIDS Action Committee. 

Health officials here are not waiting 
around to see how big the problem gets. In 


— ___ LONG POPULAR AMONG SOUTHERN REDNECKS, WESTERN BIKER 
_ GANGS, AND MIDWESTERN HOUSEWIVES, CRYSTAL METH NOW IS FINALLY 
SPREADING TO THIS REGION, THANKS TO ITS POPULARITY ON THE GAY- 

PARTY CIRCUIT — AND BOSTON APPEARS 10 BE AT THE FOREFRONT. 


fact, two years ago, the Boston Public 
Health Commission and the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health joined up with 
Fenway Community Health Center, AIDS Ac- 
tion Committee, and Victory Programs Inc. 
to create a task force that has spawned edu- 
cation materials, public-awareness cam- 


paigns, and training for treatment providers. 


The task force just received a three-year fed- 
eral grant for crystal-meth-prevention ef- 
forts targeted at gay men. It is also listening 
to public-health officials in places like San 
Francisco, Atlanta, and Seattle, where the 
crystal-meth problem is far more advanced, 
says John Auerbach, executive director of 
the Boston Public Health Commission. 
“They all said to us, ‘intervene quickly — 
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you don’t want to deal with what we’re 
dealing with.’” 


O UNDERSTAND Boston’s new meth- 

fueled STD problem, you have to put 
away any discomfort you may have about the 
kinkier extremes of gay-male sexuality, and 
any concern about stereotyping gay promis- 
cuity. The stubborn fact is this: some gay 
men use party drugs to loosen their inhibi- 
tions and to increase their stamina so they 
can have wild, all-night sex, sometimes with 
anonymous or multiple partners. This goes 
on in the straight world as well, except that 


those partiers have yet to catch on to the 
thrill of crystal. It is, by users’ accounts, a far 
more powerful and pleasurable aphrodisiac. 
On a meth high, they hook up with multiple 
partners; they forget to use precautions such 
as condoms; they engage in rougher inter- 
course, with more chance of tearing and 
bleeding — all increasing the risk of AIDS 
and other sexually transmitted diseases. The 
drug heightens stimulation (caused by the re- 
lease of dopamine, the brain’s pleasure chem- 
ical), which makes sex more pleasurable, 
which heightens the desire for the drug, 
which speeds the physiological addiction. 
Sexual desire and craving for the drug be- 
come psychologically intertwined. Impa- 
tience with the delayed gratification from 


methamphetamine pills or even snorting can 
lead to switching to crack-style pipe smok- 
ing; “booty bumps,” inserted anally immedi- 
ately before sex; and injection. As usage con- 
tinues, the drug’s other insidious effects 
deepen, including paranoia and severe 
weight loss. Users’ “normal” life begins to 
self-destruct from erratic behavior, according 
to treatment providers like Kapila, and their 
“party” life becomes more meth-centered. 

Two groups of men seem to fall into crys- 
tal-meth use, according to people tracking it: 
young men who want to party, and middle- 
aged men who become single after a rela- 
tionship ends. The first group, like 
other young drug users, don’t worry 
about the health effects of their be- 
havior. The second group puts aside 
those concerns because the drug 
(and the partying) makes them feel 
sexier, and wanted. 

Both groups, says Victory Pro- 
grams’ Scott, include many upper- 
middle-class men from stable back- 
grounds, who have had little previ- 
ous addiction in their lives. 

The drug, like many others, starts out as a 
very positive experience for most users. 
They lose weight, they have more energy, 
and most important, they have great sex. 
“With this [drug] it’s about the sex,” says 
Kapila. “They have wild sex. Sex after meth 
is just not the same. You have to deal with 
that in treatment.” 

Kapila is blunt — very blunt, crudely blunt. 
Terms like “booty bump” and “fisting” fly un- 
selfconsciously from his mouth. It’s probably 
one reason he is able to work so effectively 
with gay men who have wrecked their lives 
with crystal methampethamine. He is the go- 
to guy for people with this problem; he runs a 
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METH, from page 14 

therapy group and individual counseling for them. He esti- 
mates that in a typical month, between 10 and 15 new meth 
users come to either FCHC or his South End office for help. 
“Sometimes much more,” he says. 

Other meth users seek recovery at one of two Crystal Meth 
Anonymous meetings at Fenway Community Health Center 
(FCHC), or living in a residential treatment program at Victory 
Programs Inc. in Boston. These are among the few providers 
in the area that specialize in treating recovering gay meth ad- 
dicts. But by the time the addict gets to them, they say, he is 
almost invariably HIV-positive, in debt and unemployed, alien- 
ated from friends and family, and experiencing psychotic 
episodes. He usually has traveled a long road of bizarre, para- 
noid behavior (fueled by the same dopamine that gives the 
high): lying, skipping work, fighting with loved ones. “They’re 
just not making sense,” Kapila says. (He points out that David 
Arndt, the surgeon who in 2002 inexplicably left a patient on 
a Mount Auburn Hospital operating table, was later arrested 
on charges of crystal-meth distribution and enticing a minor 
with the drug.) 


The whole downward spiral 
takes between six months and a 
year, Kapila says. “The progres- 
sion from early use to late-stage 
chronic and debilitating addiction 
is very fast” compared with other 
drugs, agrees Scott. “We have 
seen a very big rise in late-stage 
addicts, where their life situation 
is in shambles.” 

Along the way to the bottom, the addict might find himself 
in an emergency room, jittering, with rapid pulse, raised 
blood pressure, dilated pupils, sweaty skin, and acute psy- 
chosis. The ER physicians might have to strap him to a gurney 
to control him. He probably won’t remember the events that 
brought him there — and probably won’t stop using after he 
leaves, says Stephen Traub, a toxicologist and attending 
physician at the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center’s emer- 
gency department. “I have a standard speech I give,” Traub 
says. “‘You’re using a drug, and that’s your decision, but I 
want you to realize you landed in the emergency department 
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"PEOPLE HAVE BEEN LULLED 

INTOTHINKINGTHATTHISISA ©...» 
QRUG WITHOUT CONSEQUENCES, 

AND THAT IS NOT THE CASE.” 


of a tertiary center and you’ve 
just spent the last eight hours 
in restraints.’” 
“They really need to bottom 
agrees Kapila. “We have 
a lot of people who come into 
the drop-in group, and then 
drop out.” 

Meanwhile, they often are 

© still spreading their disease, to 

people in their party world ‘nd in their home life. 


VEN WHEN THEY hit bottom, it’s tough to get meth addicts 

into recovery — and it’s even tougher to help them. They 
often have engaged in behavior they consider humiliating, 
Kapila says, which makes it hard for them to face it honestly. 

Few meth addicts come for treatment at Cambridge Health 
Alliance, says Michael Williams, director of CHA’s addictions 
program, “in part because we don’t see as many gay men 
who are comfortable discussing their problem in groups.” 

And though the drug clears out of the body within a few 
days to a week, with relatively minor physical-withdrawal 
symptoms, the psychological damage remains. “Withdrawal 
is so fraught with paranoia and depression and serious 
mental-health problems that you see a very high rate of 
recidivism,” Scott says. 

The drug does more than spread disease — it sends lives 
down the toilet. “This is a bad, bad drug,” says Traub at Beth 
Israel. “People have been lulled into thinking that this is a 
drug without consequences, and that is not the case.” 

Scott’s Victory Program residential program treats crystal- 
meth addicts roughly the same as it does other substance 
— at first. Like others who have bottomed out, 
crystal-meth addicts must structure in their 
lives, a schedule that gets them through the day. 

But long-term, Scott and others believe crystal-meth re 
covery poses unique problems. Other health providers seem 
to agree that their techniques for treating other drug users 
aren’t sufficient for meth addicts — recent training seminars 
for service providers on crystal meth have had unexpected, 
overwhelming attendance, Auerbach says. 

There is no proven pharmacological treatment for crystal- 
meth addiction — like methadone for heroin addicts — and 
very little literature on effective treatment of any kind, says 
Michael Botticelli, assistant commissioner for substance-abuse 
services at the Massachusetts Department of Public Health. 
Public funding has gone almost entirely to prevention, and 
very little to research on treatment. 

Such anecdotal evidence strongly suggests that crystal-meth 
use is driving a new wave of HIV infection, says Botticelli. 
“That changes the nature of the public health intervention.” 


abusers 
regain some 


ESISTANCE TO the spread of crystal meth may lie as much 

with non-users in the gay community, and in the club 
scene, as it does with crystal-meth users themselves; those 
peer groups, experts suggest, establish the pressure for or 
against certain behavior. A task force on crystal meth use in 
New York City recommended in a July report efforts to “pro- 
voke a reinvigorated, coordinated effort to reset community 
norms for men who have sex with other men.” 

Unfortunately, public discussion of the problem — say, on re- 
cent public-service ads on the MBTA — turns off many in the gay 
community, who have worked hard to replace the play-and-party 
image with more-wholesome (and representative) pictures of or- 
dinary, committed, gay couples. “It’s been hard to talk about it, 
because it fuels the stereotypes about gay men,” says Godley. 

Meth use has also spread more through Internet communi- 
ties than in the traditional clubs. “The online experience is 
playing a larger role than ever as a place where gay men meet 
and plan hookup dates and parties,” says Godley. 

Club-drug interventions have often centered on a particular 
nightclub, says Auerbach, but that isn’t where most of the 
problem lies this-time. “When people are meeting up over the 
Internet, it’s more difficult,” Auerbach says. 

That hasn’t stopped gay-men’s community health providers 
from trying to reach them, however. AIDS Action Committee 
has stepped up its Internet outreach efforts. FCHC just 
launched a dedicated portion of its Web site to crystal-meth 
education (www.fenwayhealth.org/crystalmeth/). Even the 
hookup-site providers, including Manhunt.net, the most noto- 
rious of the sites, now push information to users warning of 
crystal-meth dangers. 

These efforts understandably focus on the gay community, 
where the problem exists now, and not on the larger commu- 
nity. As such, the efforts seem puny to some, compared to 
other public-health outreach efforts. And some can’t help but 
think that this could be a replay of the original response to 
the AIDS crisis — not worth public money if it’s affecting only 
homosexuals. “I question the job we’re doing in providing 
health care for the gay community,” says Williams. “I don’t 
feel that we’re doing a particularly good job of it here in 
Massachusetts.” 

Auerbach, representing Boston, and Botticelli, representing 
the state, are determined not to let that happen — and to 
keep Boston from becoming the vanguard of a new resurgence 
of sexual disease. f@ 


David Bernstein can be reached at dbernstein@phx.com. 
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OUR POLS, 


OURSELVES 


Jack Beatty on politics, great political writers, and 
what the past has to say about the era of George W. Bush 


BY DAN KENNEDY 


about history can be a way of talking 

about ourselves. Jack Beatty’s latest 
book, Pols: Great Writers on American Politi- 
cians from Bryan to Reagan (PublicAffairs), is 
a terrific read on some of the 20th century’s 
most compelling political figures. But Beatty 
edited his material so that it’s also a prism 
through which to view the current political 
landscape. 

You shake your head when you come across 
a footnote that quotes Woodrow Wilson — in 

1912 — as saying that, “at this late date,” the 
idea that a person of 
“intelligence and educa- 
tion” might not believe 
in evolution was 
unimaginable. And you 
want to scream when 
Philip Roth’s fictional 
Richard Nixon, Trick E. 
Dixon, panders to the anti-abortion forces of 
his day by embracing the notion of rights for 
embryos. Thus has George W. Bush managed 
to reverse Marx’s adage that “history repeats 
itself, the first time as tragedy, the second as 
farce.” 

A 59-year-old Dorchester native, Beatty 
now lives up the road from Dartmouth Col- 
lege, where he is researching a book on 19th- 
century American history. The study of his 
home reflects several aspects of his life. In one 
corner is a reproduction of a poster from 
James Michael Curley’s 1945 mayoral cam- 
paign; Beatty is the author of The Rascal King, 
the definitive Curley biography. Next to that is 
a blown-up cover of the Atlantic Monthly, 
where Beatty is senior editor. In another cor- 
ner is some electronic equipment hooked up 
to an ISDN line, which allows him to partici- 
pate as the news analyst for On Point, on 
WBUR Radio (90.9) and NPR. Above that is 
an 1851 map of Dorchester. 

Wiry and energetic, Beatty talked with the 
Phoenix on a recent afternoon. The interview 
has been edited for clarity and space. 


4 ANOVER, New Hampshire — Talking 


Q: I read most political books very quickly, 
looking for the part where, say, Bush is playing 
with the candy jar while Cheney is explaining 
how he plans to take over the world. But with 
Pols I had to slow down, because the writing is 
so good. This is a different level of political writ- 


ing than we've become accustomed to, isn’t it? 

A: Yeah. The fabric of it, the manner of it, 
is as important as the matter. I think that’s 
what makes good political writing last. There 
is some value added of style, of intense iden- 
tification, of intellectual energy that makes 
the person seem alive, even though you’re 
talking about a politician from long ago. 
You’re not just reading for the facts, you’re 
reading for the experience. Actually, it’s the 
way you would read a short story. 


Q: Do you have a favorite? 

A: Yes. The piece on Sam Rayburn by 
Robert Caro, which I think is one of the great 
set pieces in American political biography. 


‘In the past, there were terrible lies told about 
candidates. But I think the difference is that 
journalism has become a vector for these lies, 
and a way of dignifying them.’ 


Q: Can you think of anything that was par- 
ticularly hard to leave out? 

A: We had to cut pieces a little. We had a 
piece by Richard Rovere on Joe McCarthy 
where we just couldn’t keep it in for space. I 
hated to lose that. 


Q: There’s no Hunter Thompson. 

A: No, and that problem is mine. I just 
haven't read any of him. So that’s a lack. In 
fact, I didn’t even think of him. 


Q: At the end of the book, there’s a piece by 
Richard Ben Cramer on the Bush campaign’s 
decision to use Willie Horton against Michael 
Dukakis in the 1988 election. [Horton, a con- 
victed murderer, failed to return to his Mass- 
achusetts prison while on furlough and was 
later arrested after terrorizing a Maryland 
couple.] Certainly the racially charged man- 
ner in which the Bush campaign used Horton 
deserves to be criticized, but it was based on 
something that was actually true. How does 
that compare with the past campaign, and es- 
pecially the swift-boat ads, which falsely ac- 


cused John Kerry of having lied about his mili- 


tary service? 

A: With Willie Horton, they didn’t make 
that up out of whole cloth. They exploited the 
hell out of the issue, which was first raised by 
Al Gore in a debate. But with Kerry, Bush 
posited a fictitious character. “He’s going to 
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nationalize health care. Raise taxes on every- 
body. Cut and run in Iraq.” Whatever. To all of 
which Kerry said, “No, no, I don’t want to do 
any of that.” But fact-based, reality-based poli- 
tics, that’s the difficult thing. I think there’s 
been a flight from reality. 


Q: Do you think it’s fair to blame the swift- 
boat ads on the Bush campaign? 

A: Well, it’s clear that there were people 
who raised money for Bush, people who were 
connected with Karl Rove, who were connect- 
ed with those ads. So, yeah, they had plausi- 
ble deniability, but this was not just done out 
of the blue. If people didn’t know exactly what 
was going on, they were stupid. And that was 

a travesty. The Times 
had those stories expos- 
_ ing them. 
_ Inthe past, there 
__ were terrible lies told 
__ about candidates. But I 
_ think the difference is 
~** that journalism has be- 
come a vector for these lies, and a way of 
dignifying them and treating them through 
this terrible trap of objectivity. “You say, Mr. 
Hitler, that the Jews are in fact parasités and 
need to be destroyed. You over here, Rabbi, 
disagree. Let’s talk.” 
This objectivity is 
strangling. You think 
of journalism as a 
mirror and a lamp. 
It’s strictly a mirror 
today. 





Q: You include es- 
says on Southern and 
Western Democrats 
such as Tom Watson, 
William Jennings 
Bryan, Huey Long, 
and Sam Rayburn. 
All of them were pop- 
ulists, very left on 
economics. But as 
Thomas Frank writes 
in What’s the Matter 
with Kansas?, these 
are all red states now, 
and people are voting 
for Republicans 


against their own eco- THE WRITE STUFF: Atlantic Monthly senior 
nomic interests. What editor Jack Beatty pays homage to top-notch 
journalists in his new book, Pols. 


happened? 





A: “What’s the matter with Kansas?” was 
first asked by William Allen White, talking 
about the populist distemper. “What’s got 
Kansans so mad?” Now it’s “What’s got them 
so asleep?” I think that it’s the running away 
from economic issues on the part of the De- 
mocrats. The Democrats do not want to offer 
hard answers. 

Kerry didn’t carry Ohio. He had nothing to say 
to those laid-off workers. Suppose we had a liv- 
ing wage. Suddenly, we could say to Wal-Mart 
and all the rest of them, sorry, if you work full- 
time in America you're not going to go for food 
stamps, you’re not going to have to go to the 
state of California, as they do, to get medical 
care. That’s economic populism. When you don’t 
have any populism, cultural populism beats it 
every time, I think. That’s what Frank says. 


Q: H.L. Mencken is hilarious in lampoon- 
ing Warren Harding’s speaking style. What do 
you think Mencken would make of Kerry and. 
Bush? 

A: Oh, man, he would just be merciless. I 
think maybe he would harder on Kerry, be- 
cause there’s more of the sort of wind in 
Kerry, the Harding-esque wind, than in Bush, 
who just talks like a boob. And probably a 
very calculated boob. In fact, people don’t 
speak that poorly. 
Even uneducated 
people speak gram- 
matically. He may 
have reading 
difficulties, but I 
think a lot of it’s 
put on. 

And Mencken 
would have great 
fun with pontifical 
journalists, talking 
heads. Just the 
clichés, and how 
rampant they are in 
political speech. 
“Hearts and minds,” 
“the working fami- 
ly,” all these. He 
would have just un- 
packed that. Oh, 
man. He would have 
had a delicious time 
with that. He also 
was merciless to 
Woodrow Wilson, to 
that high-flown 























stuff. It wasn’t just the emptiness of Harding. 
It was also the lofty sentiments. 


Q: Richard Hofstadter writes about Herbert 
Hoover’s “curiously stubborn” insistence that his 
program to end the Great Depression was work- 
ing, despite all evidence to the contrary. Were 
you thinking of George W. Bush? 

A: Absolutely. Because Hofstadter is writing 
about an ideologized president. That’s a presi- 
dent who could not recognize reality, because 
it was so threatening to his basic world-view. I 
don’t know that Bush is in touch with reality. 
He combines the worst of the incredibly petty 
and spoiled son of wealth who doesn’t have to 
be right about anything. He’s never really 
achieved anything; he’s been an upward fail- 
ure. “Here’s the way the world ought to be. 
And by God, I’m going to stick with my story. 
I’m not going to acknowledge that reality is 
just contradicting me in economic matters, it’s 
confuting me in foreign policy.” No! 

Do you notice how he also combines the 
worst of the ’60s kind of thing? “I appeal to 
my sincerity. I feel it in my heart. This is some- 
thing I deeply feel. I believe.” Bush refers real- 
ity to himself — in other words, he’s the au- 
thority, rather than the world. To call it solip- 
sistic is kind. I’m not going to call it psychotic, 
but it’s sort of what psychotics do. You know, 
they refer to the reality that’s in here [he 
points to his head]. They know they’re right. 


They know somebody’s after them. 


House is to prop him up, to make him consis- 
tent with himself, so he can feel he’s a leader. 
A leader isn’t somebody who adjusts to reality. 
He masters it! In fact, that’s pretty much what 
one of those aides said in that piece in the 
Times by Ron Suskind, “The Faith-Based Presi- 
dency.” He said, while you out in the reality- 
based community are talking about reality, 
we're changing it. 


I think, probably, the main job in the White 


A: | think the parallel is very strong. Reagan 


didn’t make the institutional alterations, but he 


certainly made the political. He forged a coali- 
tion that came through again in this election. 
And you could see Bill Clinton, a conservative 
Democrat, playing in the Reagan Revolution 
the role that Eisenhower played to Roosevelt. 
Which was, “I’m not going to challenge this 
stuff. The era of big government is over.” 
Reagan cut things, but as the late Kirk O’- 
Donnell said, he never touched the programs. 


‘[H.L.] Mencken would have great fun with 
pontifical journalists, talking heads. Just the clichés, 
and how rampant they are in political speech. “Hearts 
and minds,” “the working family,” all these.’ 


Q: We’re making our own reality and every- 
body else has to adjust to that. 

A: Tell that to the insurgents. Tell that to 
the parents. 


Q: Conrad Black’s essay on Franklin Roo- 
sevelt isn’t much stylistically, but he pulled all 
of FDR’s achievements together and showed 
that he was a dominant figure right into the 
1960s. For conservatives, at least, Ronald 
Reagan was the same type of figure. Are we 
still living with Reagan today, for better or 
worse? 


For example, it was Clinton who eliminated 
AFDC. Reagan would never have been able to 
get away with that. So he couldn't get rid of 
Medicare, he couldn't get rid of Social Securi- 
ty; the programs were there. Now Bush is 
working on the programs. This year. So it may 
be that Bush will cast a longer shadow. 


Q: In Blanche Wiesen Cook’s piece on 
Eleanor Roosevelt, you could see how she strug- 
gled with how independent she dared to be. 
How much has that changed for women politi- 
cians? Will the model be Hillary Clinton, or will 
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it be someone who is more self-made? 

A: | think that if we — when we — get a 
woman president, there will be a self-made as- 
pect to it. I have a candidate: Stephanie Her- 
seth, a congresswoman. She is the female 
Barack Obama. She’s a 33-year-old South 
Dakotan who, while Tom Daschle was losing 
statewide, was winning by six or seven points, 
and Bush was pulling the state out by 25 
points. I’ve watched her on C-SPAN. She is a 
political talent. You know how John Edwards 
just seems to have it? She’s got it. 


Q: You include an excerpt from David McCul- 
lough’s adulatory biography of Harry Truman. 
Truman revisionism has actually been going on 
for a long time now. I remember Merle Miller’s 
book, Plain Speaking, which started the process 
of reviving Truman’s reputation. Is it time to re- 
vise Truman revisionism? 

A: He was my father’s political hero. I think 
Truman vindicates the American ideal of re- 
publican citizenship, a man of the people. And 
just his whole way, his persona, is just so ap- 
pealing. But I do think that the personal has 
overcast the political. I remember Robert 
Donovan's book, Tumultuous Years. Much 
more critical than McCullough. And then 
Donovan wrote a book called Nemesis: Truman 
and Johnson in the Coils of War in Asia, a com- 
parison of Korea and Vietnam, and how this 
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The art 
of politics 


Excerpts from Pols 


It wasn’t the bully amateur’s world any 
more. Nobody knew that on armistice day, 
[Theodore Roosevelt, happy amateur war- 
rior with the grinning teeth, the shaking 
forefinger, naturalist, explorer, magazine- 
writer, Sunday school teacher, cowpunch 
er, moralist, politician, righteous orator 
with a short memory, fond of denouncing 
liars (the Ananias Club) and having pil- 
lowfights with his children, was taken to 
the Roosevelt hospital gravely ill 
with inflammatory 
rheumatism 
































Things weren't 
bully any more; T.R. had 
grit; he bore the pain, the obscurity, 

the sense of being forgotten as he had borne 
the grilling portages when he was exploring 
the River of Doubt, the heat, the fetid jungle 
mud, the infected abscess in his leg, 

and died quietly in his sleep 

at Sagamore Hill on January 6, 1919, 

and left on the shoulders of his sons 

the white man’s burden. 

— John Dos Passos on Theodore Roosevelt 


During the hours in which Congress 
was in session, of course, he was sur- 
rounded by people wanting to talk to him, 
clamoring for his attention, hanging on his 
every word. 

But Congress wasn’t always in session. It 
wasn’t in session in the evenings, or on 
weekends. And when Congress wasn’t in 
session, Sam Rayburn was often alone. 

He had wanted so desperately not to be 
alone. 

— Robert A. Caro on Sam Rayburn 


From this fiasco emerged the dictator, 
-vindictive and intent upon a domination 
that could not again be challenged. No 
holds had been barred by either side in the 
impeachment fight. For now on there were 
to be no holds except those in which Huey 
was master. The impeachment fight tech- 
nique would be improved upon later, but 
never radically altered. Frighten the waver- 
ing legislator by appealing over his head to 
the voters. Woo him with certain gratuities 
to be arranged on the side. What was the 
legislature, anyway? Just a hodgepodge of 
ward heelers from New Orleans, a scatter- 
ing of lawyers, a couple of wagonfuls of 
simple-minded and simpleton farmers, 
most of them alike in that they had a price. 
Own them. Fashion them into a ready blade 
with which to carve empire. 

— Hodding Carter on Huey Long 
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As mayor of Boston, Curley had broad 
powers to regulate public entertainment. 
No reader who has gotten this far will be 
surprised to learn that he was not shy 
about exercising them. He had pronounced 
views about cultural matters: cross those of 
Cotton Mather with those of Cardinal O’- 
Connell and you have them. Reinforcing his 
views was the politics of his views. He 
knew where the votes lay, and in Catholic 
Boston they were not on the side of those 
favoring free artistic expression. 

— Jack Beatty on James Michael Curley 


Kennedy had a dozen faces. Although 
they were not at all similar as people, the 
quality was reminiscent of someone like 
Brando whose expression rarely changes, 
but whose appearance seems to shift from 
one person into another as the minutes go 
by, and one bothers with this comparison 
because, like Brando, Kennedy’s most char- 
acteristic quality is the remote and private 
air of a man who has traversed some lonely 
terrain of experience, of loss and gain, of 
nearness to death, which leaves him isolat- 
ed from the mass of others. 

— Norman Mailer on John F. Kennedy 













The council meetings seldom last beyond 
the lunch hour. Aldermen have much to do. 
Many are lawyers and have thriving prac 
tices, because Chicagoans know that a 
dumb lawyer who is an alderman can 
often perform greater legal miracles than 
a smart lawyer who isn’t. 
— Mike Royko on Richard Daley 









What was surprising about Jackson’s 
debating was his ability to explain 
himself without falling into the usual 
oversimplifications. While Richard 
Gephardt was Japan-bashing, Jack- 
son criticized American firms for 
seeking cheap labor abroad. He 
argued that tax incentives as well 
as penalties should keep those 
jobs home. Jackson’s populism 
did not feed on the hatreds that are pop- 
ulism’s ordinary and disheartening fuel. 
His plea that all the outsiders should unite 
to confront their problems went counter to 
the claim that Jackson was acting only for 
black interests. He said that corporate bar- 
racudas “swim very deep, where it’s very 
dark; they can’t even tell whether they are 
swallowing white fish or black fish.” 
— Garry Wills on the Reverend 
Jesse Jackson 


“Il have a statement on the Social Securi- 
ty,” O’Neill said at his May 13 press confer- 
ence, reading from a typed page. “A lot of 
people approaching that age have either al- 
ready retired on pensions or have made ir- 
reversible plans to retire very soon. These 
people have been promised substantial So- 
cial Security benefits at age sixty-two. I 
consider it a breach of faith to renege on 
that promise. For the first time since 1935 
people would suffer because they trusted in 
the Social Security system.” 

“Are you saying that is a serious political 
mistake?” a reporter asked. 

“!’'m not talking about politics. P’'m talk- 
ing about decency. It is a rotten thing to 
do,” O’Neill said. “It is a despicable thing.” 

— John Aloysius Farrell on Tip O’Neill 


To Atwater, this did not require a lot of 
thought: Bush, Inc., had a candidate who 
was fifteen points behind — and falling. 
George Bush had “negative ratings” of 
forty percent with the voters. Dukakis’s 
“negatives” were only twenty percent. 
There were two choices: they could work 
on building a more positive Bush-image 
... or they could stick so much shit on 
Dukakis’s head that his “negatives” would 
shoot through the roof. 

They’d tried for three years to show what 
a sterling fellow was George Bush. 

To Atwater, there was only one choice 


now. 
— Richard Ben Cramer on George 
H.W. Bush 
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really destroyed Truman, and Johnson; too. 


And let’s hope it will destroy the reputation of 


Bush. I remember reading a piece by Garry 
Wills a long time ago. It was called “Not So 


Wild About Harry.” He just kind of backed up 
and he said, you know, look at all this — the 
scandals, Korea, the bomb. But once you com- 


mit yourself to “this is a great character,” 


you're going to write a spectacular biography. 


I love the anecdote where he’s at Potsdam. 


He’s tired from a day of negotiating with Stalin, 


and a soldier was driving 
him back to where he was 
staying. And he says, “You 
look pretty tired, Mr. Presi- 
dent.” “Yeah, I’m tired, 
son.” “Well, can I get you 
— do you need anything?” 
“No, no.” “Well, I mean, I 
know where there’s some, 
you know, pretty good 
bourbon.” “No, I’ve got 
plenty.” “Well, I’ve got 
some real, well, some lady 
friends.” “Lady friends!” 
He said, “Son, I married 
my high-school sweet- 
heart. You want me to 
start stepping out on her 
now? Boy, you’d better be 
careful.” That was such an 
anti-Clinton moment. “I 
married my high-school 
sweetheart!” 


Q: You gave 56 pages to 
Eisenhower, by far the 
longest section in the book. 
You’ve got the revisionism 
from Fred Greenstein, then 
you've got the anti-revi- 


Schlesinger Jr. Was there 

something about Eisen- 

hower that you felt really needed to be ex- 
plained? 


A: Eisenhower had such authority on mili- 


tary matters. He essentially capped the de-_ 
fense budget. Contained it.‘In fact, Kennedy 


ran against him on the missile gap, which was 
a complete fiction. He didn’t intervene, and no 


one ever accused him of being weak. So that 


appealed to me. And I have always had a soft 
spot for him because of that speech, when he 
retired, about the military-industrial complex. 
That for me was kind of a moral X-ray into the 
American system, because of the vested inter- 


ests. If you were to repeat that on television 
today, people would say, “What are you say- 
ing? Radical!” So I think I was influenced by 
those things. 


But then after I had put in Greenstein all by 


himself, other parts of Eisenhower made me 


wonder. I thought, well, this is taking revision- 


ism a step too far. Maybe the truth is some- 


where in between. He did control the defense 


budget, but instead he used the CIA, in Iran 
and Guatemala. But my God, he looks like a 
giant today. A giant. 

Can you imagine what his reaction would 
be to young Bush? Oh. I mean, this guy, this 
guy had done things in his life. Done things. 
Won the war. ' 


Q: As Ron Reagan, who makes no bones 


about never having done anything, said of Bush 
Junior, what’s he ever done except stop being an 


obnoxious drunk? 
A: Did he say that? 


Q: Yeah. 


A: Good for him. Good for him. Ooh. Ooh. 
Wow. I don’t know if I could even say that one 


myself. 
Also, I grew up in the Eisenhower years, 


and Kennedy has gotten so much attention by 


contrast. Eisenhower was by far the greater 
president. 


Q: Let me ask you something about Kennedy, 


because you juxtapose Norman Mailer writing 
about Kennedy as the mythic hero and Robert 
Dallek on his health problems. Knowing what 


Dallek dug up, wasn’t Kennedy too sick and too 


medicated to be president? 
A: You really have to wonder, when you 
look at the pharmacological basis of his 








IDEOLOGUE: George W. Bush’s 
narrow world-view has echoes of 
the “curiously stubborn” Herbert 
Hoover during the Great Depression. 
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functioning every day. Recently I was on a 
panel with Tom Wicker, who covered the 
Kennedy administration for the Times. He was 
asked by somebody in the audience, “Did you 
know about all these drugs and did you know 
about the women?” He said, “No and no.” 
And then he was asked, “Would you have re- 
ported it?” He said, “I would have definitely 
reported it. Whether Scotty Reston would 
have run it is another thing.” 

But whatever Kennedy was taking, it 
worked in the Cuban missile crisis. Talk about 
a profile in courage. 


Q: You include a piece 
in which Reagan biogra- 
pher Lou Cannon writes 
that Reagan didn’t know 
enough to be a full partic- 
ipant in his own presiden- 
cy.-Obviously that’s true 
of Bush as well, but I 
wonder if Reagan at least 
had a better sense of what 
he didn’t know than this 
guy does. 

A: I think so. Look 
what he did. When the 
deficit was hemorrhag- 
ing, he raised taxes. 
When Social Security 
was failing, he raised 
taxes. The guy was com- 
pletely pragmatic. He 
was Ronald Reagan, and 
that gave him cover to 
do anything. 


Q: He did a 180 on 
the Soviet Union once he 
became comfortable with 
Gorbachev. 

A: Absolutely. He was 
capable of growth. 


Q: In Jack Farrell’s piece, you see Tip O’Neill 
just ripping the hide off of Reagan, to his face 
and also in public. Why are Democrats so reluc- 
tant t&do that with Republicans now? 

A: I don’t know. Fthink that in this cam- 
paign, the war-president thing scared them. 
What did Bill Clinton say? If Americans had to 
pick between somebody who's weak and ri 
or strong and wrong, they’re going to go"with 
strong and wrong. A lot of people wére invest- 
ed in that. Kerry just didn’t deconstruct that. 

But O’Neill had guts, you know what I 
mean? When he yells about people with bad 
backs and knock-knees and all the rest, that 
stuff mattered, that’s what government was 
about. And that’s what his Cambridge district 
reflected. He was rooted, it was authentic. 
When he left office, Mr. Liberal, his approval 
rating was something like 66 percent, because 
people knew that he believed what he said. 

That’s what’s gone. They just don’t have 
anybody that authentic. I mean, Edwards has 
some connection, but none with the New 
Deal, none with the Democratic tradition. 
Whereas O’Neill was the genuine article. 


Q: There are a couple of descriptions that I 
really like, too, of Jesse Jackson and Tip O’Neill, 
and of how comfortable they were with the lan- 
guage of religion. That’s another thing that De- 
mocrats seem unable to do today. 

A: Oh, it’s true. The Democrats today, with 
respect to religion, are a little bit like George 
H.W. Bush in that wonderful anecdote. Re- 
member that? “When I was in that raft, in the 
Pacific, I thought of Bar, I thought of my fami- 
ly, and I thought of God, and I thought of the 
separation of church and state.” Whoops! Don’t 
want to be thinking too much about God. 

The moral language of the Democrats 
comes out of Christianity and Judaism. Christ 
came for the poor. You judge a society on the 
basis of how it treats people who are vulnera- 
ble. That’s the moral test:-And it’s in the New 
Testament. It’s in the Old: Testament. It’s what 
religion is about, applied to society. Religion 
isn’t — well, what do I know? But the great 
tradition of religion isn’t about virtue. It’s 
about justice. i 


Dan Kennedy can be reached at 
dkennedy@phx.com. Read his Media Log at 
BostonPhoenix.com. 
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FREEDOM WATCH 


David Brudnoy was a real compassionate conservative 


A man for all reasons 


BY HARVEY A. SILVERGLATE 


AVID BRUDNOY’S untimely death, on De- 

cember 9, spurred a massive number of 

public reminiscences by friends, acquain- 
tances, listeners, and just about everyone who 
ever crossed his path. The talk-show host, au- 
thor, columnist, movie critic, teacher, and man 
about town was the perfect everything, each 
seemed to say. He did so many things well, in so 
many different spheres, and yet remained so 
human, with a special talent for humor and 
friendship. It was also often said that Brudnoy, 
“even though a conservative,” was beloved and 
respected by the rich and poor, the well-educated 
and barely educated, the white-collar and blue- 
collar alike. 

It’s true that Brudnoy’s anomalous political 
philosophy deviated considerably from both lib- 
eral and conservative dogma. His support of gay 
marriage and his opposition to obscenity laws 
separated him from many conservatives, while 
his criticisms of the “nanny state” conflicted with 
liberal doctrine. (He laughed appreciatively 
whenever I, a devoted liberal civil libertarian, re- 
minded him of Barney Frank’s pungent observa- 
tion that some conservatives believe that life be- 
gins at conception and ends at birth.) Indeed, a 
month before his death, he and I agreed to do a 
series of joint columns for the Boston Phoenix 
taking aim at the current-day idiocies that pol- 
lute both conservative and liberal political life. 
Yet the common view of Brudnoy is that liberals 
and conservatives managed to tolerate him de- 
spite his politics, by virtue of his magnetic and 
endearing personal qualities. 

There is some truth to this, of course. But all 
too often overlooked is the true nature of his po- 
litical philosophy and how this endeared him to 
people who bothered to know him beyond. mere 
labels. Brudnoy was a courageous, principled, 
genuine humanitarian: he thought the best of 
people and wanted the best for them. Everyone 
who met or listened to him understood this in- 
tuitively. 


RUDS’S LOVE of people took shape the hard 

way, through a series of life experiences that 
revealed the human and personal consequences 
of failing to treat decent people with decency, 
and beloved people with care. In his 1996 mem- 
oir, Life Is Not a Rehearsal (Doubleday), he ad- 
mits to considerable arrogance and even a dose 
of cruelty and dismissiveness as a young man, 
likely the result of his being an only male child 
of devoted middle-class Jewish parents. Telling- 
ly, the first chapter is titled “The Best Little Boy 
in the World.” But his capacity for friendship 
also grew as his politics changed. 

Brudnoy began his adult life as a political lib- 
eral, topping off a period of civil-rights agitation 
at Yale and then Cambridge with a two-year 
stint as a professor at Texas Southern University, 
an all-black institution in Houston. There, he re- 
counts in his memoir, he encountered students 
eager to learn, and he engaged them intellectu- 
ally with the same vigor and respect that his 
talk-show audiences would come to know and 
appreciate. Yet it was at TSU that he began a se- 
rious shift from liberal politics to a more conser- 
vative viewpoint, tempered by a heavy dose of 
libertarianism, and eventually turned away from 
certain liberal articles of faith. He began to view 
affirmative action, for example, as based more 
on condescension than on fairness. While Brud- 
noy attributes much of this conversion to discov- 
ering the writings of libertarian guru Ayn Rand, 
his daily interactions with black students, whom 
he described in his memoir as eager “to learn 
and to make their futures bright and produc- 
tive,” made him suddenly self-conscious about 
the “patronization” that sometimes emanated 
from “liberal assumptions.” Brudnoy believed in 
human liberty, equality, and dignity, and he was 
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MEETING OF MINDS: the author, right, with long-time friend David Brudnoy, who could 
connect as readily with liberals as with fellow conservatives. 


bound to adopt whatever political philosophy 
seemed to produce such results at a given time 
in history. 

In other words, Brudnoy’s move toward liber- 
tarian conservatism was a natural outgrowth of 
his compassion, not a betrayal of it (he was, in 
this sense, the true “compassionate conserva- 
tive,” a term much bastardized in Washington 
these days). Brudnoy garnered the respect and 
admiration of people from all walks of life and 
across the political spectrum 
not despite his political views, 
but rather, in some measure, 
because of them. 

And what were these views? 
Brudnoy believed that every 
person deserved an opportuni- 
ty to live a decent life. He be- 
lieved that government could 
contribute certain conditions 
necessary for the thriving of 
such a life, but he was 
adamantly opposed to allow- 
ing government power to 
make such an achievement less likely. He was es- 
pecially exercised over the failures of public ele- 
mentary and secondary education, where he 
found particular fault with administrators and 
teachers’ unions. Paying lip service to the needs 
of underprivileged children, the system was in 
fact constructed, he believed, for the primary 
benefit — one could, say welfare — of its employ- 
ees. His criticism of such institutions surely fit 
well with conservative-libertarian philosophy, but 
even a brief discussion of the subject with him 
could convince even the most skeptical listener 
that this former Texas Southern University 
teacher was, in fact, angered by the emotional 
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and intellectual abuse of children that failing 
public-educational systems inflict. He believed 
certain services could better be rendered by pri- 
vate organizations and fellow citizens. He under- 
stood that, in certain areas of life, government 
largesse came at a huge price, paid in the coin of 
humiliation, second-class citizenship, shredded 
liberty, and excessive dependence on the exercise 
of faceless official power. He believed that con- 
servatism of a commonsense variety — strongly 
tinged with libertarian prin- 
ciples and paired with a vi- 
brant civil society united by 
a shared sense of citizenship 
— offered the best formula 
for a decent society. That’s 
why Brudnoy could be as 
critical of cultural conserva- 
tives, and of the current ad- 
ministration in Washington, 
as he was of the preceding 
administration. 

This helps explain his al- 
most uniform courteous- 
ness to his guests and, importantly, to his 
callers. Brudnoy really believed the best thing 
about this country was that everyone could have 
a point of view and not be afraid to express it — 
in freedom. 


S HE GOT OLDER, Brudnoy mastered the art 

of being a loyal and devoted friend. But he 
tended to define the relationships in which he 
was involved. He never counted sexual loyalty 
on his part as a prerequisite to a sexual-love re- 
lationship, although he often did expect his 
partner to practice monogamy. This was indica- 
tive of a larger aspect of Brudnoy’s personality: 


by sheer force of his enormous energy, powerful 
personality, personal charisma, and towering in- 
tellect, much of his world revolved around him- 
self. While he no longer may have been “the 
best little boy in the world,” he remained forever 
a Jewish male only child. One got an enormous 
amount out of a relationship with Bruds, but it 
was evident that he established the parameters. 
Those parameters defined a very large number 
of relationships fulfilling to both Brudnoy and 
his many friends. Given Brudnoy’s evident tal- 
ent for love and friendship, engaging in a rela- 
tionship on Bruds’s terms was an enormously 
satisfying undertaking. He was a terrific partner 
in the waltz, but it was pretty clear that he led. 

Bruds the libertarian-conservative, and I the 
libertarian-liberal, became friends more than 15 
years ago. At one time in his life, he considered 
going to law school, but realized that it just was 
not for him. I, on the other hand, was a journalist 
before entering the practice of law. We tapped 
each other for experiences and perspectives nei- 
ther of us had, due to our career choices. Brud- 
noy was fascinated with those aspects of my 
criminal-defense and civil-liberties practice that 
kept the big, bad government from wrecking the 
lives of my clients. I was fascinated by his ability 
to tell truth to power and still retain the admira- 
tion, even the friendship, of the powerful. 

Our philosophies overlapped in an extraordi- 
nary number of ways. We shared a virulent disdain 
for government officials and school administrators 
who abused the souls and minds of students. He 
railed against them on the air; I railed against 
them in the courts; we both railed against them in 
print and, on occasion, on his radio program. In- 
deed, Bruds was a formal adviser to the Founda- 
tion for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE), a 
nonprofit I co-founded for the purpose of restoring 
liberty and academic freedom to students and pro- 
fessors in higher education. Like me, Brudnoy was 
fiercely intolerant of repression in all its forms, 
whether it came from the right or the left. 

But Brudnoy’s consistency and wisdom as an 
adviser went well beyond his work for FIRE. Oc- 
casionally, if friends ran into trouble, he would 
direct them to me for informal legal advice or 
ask me for help on their behalf. Often the objects 
of Brudnoy’s concern were his students; he took 
great interest in their lives. He often got to know 
their parents, and when his students married, he 
got to know their spouses, and later their chil- 
dren. He was genuinely interested in his stu- 
dents, and they repaid him with a loyalty and de- 
votion that most teachers today never see. When 
he taught at Emerson, he became a surrogate fa- 
ther for a fraternity there, and even when he left 
for Boston University his Emerson frat kids made 
Bruds an honorary brother, a title he retained to 
the day of his death. 

Brudnoy was remarkably gifted at advising 
others on how to deal with life crises, having 
survived several of his own, including his multi- 
ple near-death experiences since his diagnosis as 
HIV-positive and, later, full-blown AIDS. His 
wisdom, combined with personal interest mixed 
with affection, could always be counted on — 
by me and countless others. One could always 
learn something from David Brudnoy, and he 
was forever forthcoming. 


LEARNED FROM Bruds right up to the very 

end. When I visited him at Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Hospital just a couple of days before he 
lapsed into a coma and then, hours later, death, 
he motioned me into the room. I approached 
the skeletal figure lying in the bed. The eyes 
were those of Brudnoy — bright and inquisitive 
to the end — but the body was that of a scare- 
crow. He extended his arm toward me, with ob- 
vious effort, and took my hand. He explained 
that the end was near, and that he’d already or- 
dered the cessation of most nutrition and med- 
ication. “I’m about to meet my Maker,” he com- 
mented, and, just to let me know that the noto- 
rious agnostic was not having a deathbed con- 
version, he added: “whether He, She or It.” I 
was suddenly struck dumb, without words ade- 
quate to deal, as frankly as my friend was deal- 
ing, with his imminent death. I therefore replied 
with some humor of my own: “Or perhaps 
They.” Bruds tried to laugh, but it obviously hurt 
too much. I sat there, trying to have a serious 
conversation, but I just couldn’t get myself to 
face what he had already faced with candor and 
grace — his imminent death. Before I could re- 
cover my focus, a recording crew entered to tape 
Brudnoy’s remarkable deathbed interview with 
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TRUTH-DOCTORING 


The rest 
of the story 


Ignoring the AIDS link 

does an injustice to David 
Brudnoy’s memory — and 
to all of us 


BY DENISE MCWILLIAMS 


E ver since the sad news about WBZ Radio 
talk-show host David Brudnoy, who died 
last Thursday at age 64, | have been reading, 
listening to, and agreeing with people’s com- 
ments about his intelligent and humorous ob- 
servations on the state of the world, and about 
what a loss his absence will be to the city. 

I've also been getting increasingly annoyed. - 

In an article published the week he died, the 
Boston Globe reported that Brudnoy “since 
1994 has waged a series of victorious and 
sometimes miraculous fights against HIV and 
unrelated cancer.” More recently, | heard on 
the radio that Brudnoy died from cancer. 

Brudnoy died from complications of Merkel 
cell carcinoma, a fairly rare cancer found more 
often in those with depressed immune systems 
(including people with AIDS) than in the general 
population. In light of that fact, it’s unlikely that 
Brudnoy’s cancer was not related to AIDS. 

| don’t understand the rush to “de-AIDS” 
Brudnoy. As recently as September 2004, in a 
Globe op-ed piece, he wrote about having sex; 
he wrote about having AIDS. Brudnoy was 
clear: he was a gay man with AIDS. What's the 
problem? 

The public relationship with AIDS has been 
cyclical. First, it was a dreaded illness that 
sane people did not acknowledge having. Then, 
it became an event, a more poignant version of 
the ‘60s “happening.” Now, as more-effective 
medical treatments aflow many AIDS patients 
to live reasonably healthy lives, fewer people 
are admitting to having AIDS —even in their 
obituaries. AIDS is better understood, better 
treated, and supposedly better — and more 
compassionately — accepted than ever before. 
Yet there have been celebrity deaths in the past 
few years, such as that of photographer Herb 
Ritts, that were never publicly linked to AIDS 
even though it was well known to be the cause 
of death. 

Before the advent of more-effective treat- 
ment, there were many who helped give AIDS a 
public face: Ryan White, Pedro Zamora, Eliza- 
beth Glaser, Michael Callen. We knew them and 
their families, heard their jokes, and shared 
their fears. Now, people who are more removed 
from the epidemic no longer have their preju- 
dices challenged by exposure to those who are 
living full lives with this serious illness — and 
who are doing it publicly. 

I’ve not had that kind of distance. Unfortu- 





Gary LaPierre, which was to be played the fol- 
lowing night on what was billed as the “last 
‘David Brudnoy Show.’” Although long-time 
Brudnoy friend Peter Meade hosted the show, 
Meade was careful to note that it was “directed 
by David Brudnoy,” as indeed it was. 

Walking back to the T in a torrent of cold rain, 
I realized that I had not only failed to engage 
Brudnoy in a discussion of his imminent death, 
but forgot even to tell my friend that I loved him. 
I thought of returning to the hospital, but it was 
too late. The taped interview would have already 
begun. I went home but couldn’t sleep much. 

The next night I listened to the interview, and 
I heard my dying friend explain to his loyal lis- 
teners, ‘via the taped interview, what was hap- 
pening to him and how he felt about it. Among 
many other things, he said that he’d come to re- 
alize the importance of telling people you love 
that you love them, before they’re dead — the 
very subject that had obsessed me since my 
awkward departure from MGH the night before. 
I frantically dialed into the program, where the 
interview was being followed with several 
hours of Brudnoy’s friends and associates shar- 
















FORTHRIGHT: David Brudnoy never 
tried to hide his AIDS diagnosis — 
why should anyone else? 







nately, | have known far too many people who 
have died from AIDS. And, even if few of them 
could match Brudnoy's unique combination of 
erudition and wit, the death of every single one 
left an irreparable rip in the fabric of the uni- 
verse. Regardless of who they were or how they 
became infected, these folks were well worth 
knowing and mourning. 

Now, in this latest cycle of the epidemic, 
silence may no longer lead to death, but it 
does lead to alarm and shame — leaving 
those living with AIDS in fear and isolation. 
There is not much the media can or perhaps 
should do when a celebrity does not wish 
publicity around his or her AIDS diagnosis. 
But to ignore the candor of a Brudnoy is to 
miss a huge opportunity to make human the 
face of AIDS. 

Fred Friendly, one of the giants of journal- 
ism, said, “Oursjob is not to make up anyone’s 
mind, but to open minds — to make the agony 
of decision-making so intense that you can es- 
cape only by thinking.” The media is ina 
unique position to bring home the complexity 
of life, depriving us of the comfort of facile 
conclusions. 

Sadly, journalists shrank back from opening 
minds, by pretending Brudnoy's fatal illness was 
something unrelated to his AIDS diagnosis. 
Rather than depicting the real image of a widely 
loved and respected public figure struggling with 
a still-unacceptable disease, the media defaulted 
to the easy story, the more palatable diagnosis: 
cancer. An opportunity to confront fear and prej- 
udice has been lost. 

Brudnoy'’s life was a gem and his death is a 
loss. But grant him the dignity of his whole life 
— not the laundered version. He deserves it 
and there are others who need it. L 




























































Denise McWilliams is director of public poli- 
cy and legal affairs for AIDS Action Committee 
of Massachusetts. 








ing their reminiscences and views of this re- 
markable man. I managed to get on the air and, 
after saying a few things about David’s ad- 
mirable political and philosophical consistency, 
and knowing that Bruds was listening to this 
final broadcast of “The David Brudnoy Show,” I 
told David that I loved him. 


HAVE BEEN struggling to find the words with 

which to end this appreciation of my dear 
friend David Brudnoy. Unsurprisingly, I found 
those words when re-reading Life Is Not a Re- 
hearsal. About midway through, Brudnoy re- 
counts a tribute he wrote in the Boston Herald, 
where he was a columnist at the time, to a just- 
deceased close friend to whom David felt he 
had not paid adequate recent attention. “As 
Mrs. Loman says of her husband Willy in Death 
of a Salesman,” wrote a grief-stricken Brudnoy, 
“attention must be paid; attention must be 
paid to this man.’” & 


Harvey A. Silverglate, a regular contributor 
to “Freedom Watch,” can be reached at 
has@harveysilverglate.com. 
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SULLEE, continued from cover 

But even if the music indus 
try, especially the infamously 
Image-conscious and trash 
talking world of hip-hop, isn’t 
quite ready to confer stardom 
on a white Celtics fan from the 
Massachusetts "burbs, the Sulli- 
vans are still going for it. 

Sullee has the skills; his father, 
a bantam, loquacious tough 
guy who rose hard from the 
pre-gentrified South End 
streets, pays the bills. The elder 
Sullivan made some mistakes 
earlier in his life, and he ex- 
punged them with six years in 
prison. But his misdeeds have 
taught his son valuable life les- 
sons — and they inform some 
of Sullee’s most affecting lyrics. 
Now Bob Sullivan is channel- 
ing his considerable energies 
into navigating the daunting 
and often duplicitous record in- 
dustry, and he’s unafraid to 
take on all comers as he sees 
his son to the top. Cashing in 
Sullee’s college money, taking 
out multiple mortgages on the 
family home, and hitting up in- 
vestors, the Sullivans have cob- 
bled together about a half-mil- 
lion dollars so far, and over the 
past several years they’ve 
worked assiduously to make it 
happen. Headlining Boston 
City Hall Plaza. Opening for 
Funkmaster Flex and Lil’ Romeo. Appearing on 
ABC Family’s Knock First. Working the phones. 
Making contacts. Lining up sponsorships. Get- 
ting the debut single on radio programmers’ 
radar from Fort Myers to Flint, Michigan. When 
It’s Time hits streets this spring, the Sullivans 
are planning on big things. 

“We're in for a penny, we’re in for a pound,” 
says Bob. “The bottom line is that this became 
a decision we had to make. Since he’s been 
old enough to walk, he’s been dancing. When 
he came to me and said, ‘We’re gonna do this,’ 
I sold my company. Three and a half years 
now, that’s all I do. Seven days a week, 365. 
There’s no rest. I can’t miss an opportunity. My 
wife, me, and him. Diligently working, every 
day. Making inroads. I’m on the phone seven 
hours a day, minimum. We are minutes — not 
even weeks, we are minutes — from launching 
him. In a big way.” 


CATCH THE commuter boat from Rowes 

Wharf to Hingham Shipyard, pitching port to 

starboard in choppy waters under diagonal, 
slate-gray rain. When I reach shore, Bob Sulli- 
van is there to meet me. He shows me to the 
well-kept home, set back on a quiet cul-de-sac 
not far from the pounding surf, that he and his 
wife share with their son and two daughters. 

In an airy, pink-walled kitchen, at a long 
table punctuated in the middle by a Christmas 
candy bowl, strapping Sullee sits at one end, 
draped in an oversized dress shirt, ironed but 
untucked, loose-fitting jeans, and a Red Sox 
cap cocked to the right over his close crew cut. 
At the other end of the table, Bob Sullivan, 
compact and wiry, spreads an array of promo 
CDs and trade publications in front of me, 
missives put out by Street Information Net- 
work, the independent promoter in New York 
City that’s working to get Sullee’s songs on the 
radio. In the S.I.N. newsletter, among items 
tracking the latest chart movement by mar- 
quee names such as Ashanti, Ja Rule, and Lu- 
dacris, program directors from across the 
country submit notes on which songs are 
pricking their ears among the hundreds con- 
stantly sent their way. Sullee’s first single, “A 
Party Ain’t a Party,” released in October, is 
cited by several of them. 

“What we’ve been doing is we’ve been posi- 
tioning ourselves in November,” Bob says. 
“Knowing we couldn't get any airtime. Em- 
inem. Beyoncé. Everyone had albums coming 
out. LL Cool J. So we just waited, got people 
familiar with the name.” 

“Programmers only add in one or two new 
songs a week,” explains Sullee, who’s also been 





WHEN IRISH GUYS ARE STYLIN’: “I’m not backing down,” Bob Sullivan says. “This kid has talent. He wants to do it. And 
we're taking a shot. If this thing crashes, we crash. But, hey, that’s life.” 


CAN A WHITE KID FROM HINGHAM 
BECOME A HIP-HOP SUPERSTAR? 


IF HIS TOUGH AND TENACIOUS FATHER HAS 
ANYTHING TO DO WITH IT, YOU BET. 


SULLEE 





FORTH 


BY MIKE MILIARD 
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL MANNING 


recording station identifications and public-serv- 
ice announcements for stations far and wide. 
To these untrained ears, “A Party Ain’t a 
Party” would seem to stand a better-than- 
average chance of becoming a hit. Its smooth 
flow and hydraulic back-end bounce bring to 
mind breezy, summertime block parties; as it 
starts, Sullee shouts out his hometown — 
“South Shore ... Let’s show you how we do in 
Boston. Old South End style” — before laying 
down verse (“I’m from the mean streets of 
Boston/And if you see me in a white tee with 
a little green, I’m flossin’”) and chorus: “A 
party ain’t a party if Sullee ain’t in it/And if 


the party ain’t hoppin’ then Sullee ain’t wit’ it.” 


It’s hardly hardcore, but that’s not the 
sound he’s after — Sullee sings about parties 
because Sullee likes to party. Still, if this first 
single ends up bumping out of souped-up 
sound systems and open windows come 
spring, it'll be a tribute to the bulldog tenacity 
of a father/son team playing the game hard. 
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It’s not often these days that songs on inde- 
pendent labels explode big on the radio, espe- 
cially not commercial pop stations. But they’re 
doing it this way because they knew that sign- 
ing with a major label — and several big 
names were interested, says Bob — wouldn't 
be smart business. 

“He literally woulda been a slave to them 
four, five years, minimum! I mean, he woulda 
had to go platinum three times to see a pay- 
check. They woulda gave him a $50,000 or 
$100,000 signing bonus, but that would’ve 
been it!” 

“You gotta pay that back,” adds Sullee. 

“And not only that,” says Bob, “but anything 
they did, right, wrong, or indifferent, you 
gotta pay back.” 

“Let’s just say that this is our record compa- 
ny, including you,” Sullee posits, gesturing 
around the table at the three of us. “And you 
and he go to have a meeting about me. Well, 
why not go have the meeting in New York at 


the Four Seasons?! Be- 
cause,” he waggles his 
finger, pointing at me as 
if I’m the CEO, “you’re 
not paying for it. It’s 
coming out of my money 
before I even see a 
check. 

“On the other hand,” 
he points at his dad, “I 
know he’s not going to 
the Four Seasons. Be- 
cause I’m not gonna let 
him.” 

So they have their 
meetings in their Hing- 
ham kitchen. And that’s 
fine. Owning Old South 
End Records means 
they’ve got to be in it to 
win it — with this much 
of their own green sunk 
into the project, of 
course they do. But it 
also means that the Sul- 
livans have complete 
control of who Sullee the 
musician is, and what he 
becomes. “We have dis- 
tribution through Warn- 
er Brothers, so we have 
no problem getting the 
album out,” Bob says. 
“The album will be dis- 
tributed nationally, so 
that’s not a problem for 
— us. So the only thing a 

major label can bring to 
us is more money. But then they just take it all 
back, so it doesn’t matter.” 

It also doesn’t matter, necessarily, that an 
artist is on an indie label, if he has the backing 
of someone like singer-songwriter-producer 
Teddy Riley. Riley, the “King of New Jack 
Swing,” whose work with Bobby Brown, 
Wreckx-N-Effect, Jennifer Lopez, and his own 
Blackstreet has made him a hip-hop and R&B 
giant, heard about this white kid in Boston 
through a mutual friend, and he was in- 
trigued. Sullee remembers taking a phone call 
last spring from Riley, just feet from where 
we're sitting. 

“My father said, ‘Teddy Riley’s on the 
phone.’” He mimes a look of dumbstruck awe. 
“I’m like, ‘Hullo?’ I heard his voice, and I knew 
it was him. I’ve been listening to him since I 
was little.” The Sullivans drove down to 
Riley’s studio in Virginia Beach. Sullee laid 
down some tracks. He hung out with Bustah 
Rhymes and Spliff Star. There was supposed 
to be a return visit for a month’s worth of 
work, but Riley’s a busy guy, and scheduling 
snafus nixed the plan. Instead, in May, Riley 
drove up to Massachusetts, winding his gar- 
gantuan mobile recording studio right down 
Hingham’s quiet seaside streets. 

“A friend of mine sent me several demos, 
and I didn’t like them,” Riley recalls. “Because 
of the mix they had. I said, ‘Y’know what? I 
don’t like the production, but I think I can fix 
it, and I can work with this kid, because he 
does have a hook, and he’s got something 
that stands out. What attracted me to him 
was his humbleness. He’s a very soft-spoken 
kid, but the attention automatically comes to 
him; when he gets on stage to show his tal- 
ents, his talents speak for themselves. He’s 
gonna do pretty well. He’s gonna do really 
well. I think it’s going to be big, and I think 
it’s going to be great for him. Because of us 
being a family together.” 

“Teddy came up here and stayed at the 
house for a week,” Sullee beams. “We invited 
everybody. Our whole house was open to 
whoever wanted to come. But when we had to 
do a session, nobody was allowed to talk. 
There had to be silence so we can record.” 
With Riley in the studio-on-wheels and Sullee 
spitting rhymes in his parents’ basement, they 
set to work. “We hooked up the bus that was 
parked out front [to] a microphone down- 
stairs in my room. And then we set up two 
computers, so we had a video conference. He 
could see me and I could see him, and we 
could really have a conversation to get the 
best music out.” 
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Sullee had recorded an early prototype of 
It’s Time in 2003. But he calls it an “experi- 
ment,” aimed at “finding a style for myself.” 
(“None of ’em’s available now,” Bob says. “We 
knew we were going back to the drawing 
board, and that wouldn't have been fair. So 
what I did was I e-mailed all the people who 
bought it, and told ’em I'd replace it with the 
new one.” That’s a tall order; he estimates that 
more than 10,000 copies were originally sold.) 

It was during that recording session that the 
Sullivans met Billy Squier, the Wellesley Hills 
native whose guitar-heavy smash hits “My 
Kinda Lover” and “The Stroke” are the quin- 
tessence of ’80s FM-radio hard rock, and 
whose “The Big Beat” is one of the most-sam- 
pled tracks in hip-hop. Sullee was recording a 
song that sampled “The Stroke”; one of his en- 
gineers, who also moonlighted on the Howard 
Stern Show, met Squier at Stern’s studio and 
told him about this kid from Squier’s home 
state who was redoing one of his songs. 

“He tells him, ‘I work with this kid, this 
white kid, this rapper out of Boston, and he 
just redid ‘The Stroke,’” Bob Sullivan recalls. 
“[Squier] says. ‘You know something? I just 
got a letter from the attorneys to clear that. 
You got their telephone number? I’m going to 
call them.’ So he calls us, and says, ‘I’m not 
going to clear the sample. But I will ... go in 
the studio ... and work live with you.’ I think 
he liked the whole concept. The father, the 
son. Me trying to help him. He knows how 
tough the business is. He believed in us.” 

“The Stroke” finds Sullee throwing down 
angry rhymes over thunderous guitars and 
drums, explaining how his life’s climb “from 
the ghetto to the burbs” has made him 
stronger, ready to take on all comers. The 
Riley-produced tracks are even better, high- 
gloss and radio-ready. When he was recording 
in Hingham, Riley told the Quincy Patriot 

Ledger that his goal was to make Sullee “what 
Vanilla Ice always wanted to be: a great rapper 
with a great look ... the music has to be good, 
the image has got be as good as the music.” 

The music is good. “Hip Hop” starts with 
busy beats and bouncy synths and a breathy 
falsetto chant: “Hip-hop, hop, hop.” In the 
song, Sullee asks a frightening question: 
“What would the world be without no hip- 
hop?” In answering, the 19-year-old pays trib- 
ute to the graffiti, turntables, and beat boxes 
of the old school, while condemning the ram- 
pant materialism and gratuitous violence of 
today’s hip-hop. The song “Rock Star” marries 
the serpentine guitar licks of Slash, who 
recorded his parts as a favor to Riley, with 


Sullee’s genial pimping. That song boasts the 
most potential to be a crossover hit, and, with 
big names like Slash and Riley attached, it 
also certainly stands to gain Sullee the most 
notice. So why isn’t it the album’s first single? 

“People say, ‘Why aren’t you using your 
Teddy Riley stuff?!’” says Bob. “You got 
Teddy Riley and Slash on the song!’ But I say, 
‘Okay, if that doesn’t work, then where do we 
go?’ We know that’s a top-10 record. There’s 
no way in the world that’s not a top-10 
record. All we gotta do is a video with Slash 
and Teddy Riley — and Teddy will bring 
whoever we need to show up; Teddy’s been 
very good to us. Come March or April, you’re 
gonna see Sullee everywhere. But if we can 
break ‘Party Ain’t a Party,’ and then come 
back with ‘Rock Star’? It’s a wrap. And every- 
one around the country that’s listened to 
these songs knows it.” 


ESPITE WHATEVER help Sullee’s gotten 

from established stars, his story is, more 

than anything, about two men named 
Robert Sullivan: a younger one who knows 
who he is and what he wants to do, and an 
older one who’s hell-bent on helping him do 
it. Their tales are inextricably intertwined — 
even if Bob was largely absent from his son’s 
life for six of his 19 years. 

In one of his most striking songs, “Life 
Story,” Sullee rhymes over a crackly sample of 
a mournful violin and a thudding, bass-heavy 
beat: 


Everybody got a life story, so here’s mine 

Dealing with the present thinking back 
in time 

I walk a straight line, 

Reminded by peoples who did crime 

And if the good die young, I’m ahead of 
the game 

Pay attention, get direction from the 
older generation of flames 

Carry the name, call me Sullivan, I’m 
one and the same... . 

Y’see, my daddy he would school me as 
a young’un, 

The cage or the grave. 

But I would always have something to say. 

He would tell me envision 

The times you came to see me in prison 

Is this the way you want your son to be 
livin’? 

I hope you listen 


“Everything I knew, everything I felt, every- 
thing I wanted to say came out in that song,” 


Sullee says. “We wrote that entire song in 
about two hours.” Because he’s heard it all be- 
fore: who is this kid, acting like he can make it 
in hip-hop? He’s white. He’s from Massachu 
setts. He lives in Hingham. Sullee laughs it off, 
but he also wishes critics would understand 
that his life hasn’t been as plum as his current 
address might suggest. Sullee was born on 
Shawmut Avenue in the South End, and spent 
much of his childhood in the rougher section 
of Medford. He moved to Hingham only after 
his father got out of jail. 

“Life Story’ was just one of those songs that 
we had to put out there,” Sullee says. “I really 
got sick of it. Me and him,” he nods toward 
his father, “have had so many conversations 
where I say, ‘These people try to judge me 
right when I walk in the door, and they have 
no idea who I am.’” 

“Or me,” says Bob. “You have no clue. You 
really have no clue.” 


tribute to him that Sullee takes his nickname.) 

But Hingham, with its good schools and 
safe environment, was a better place to raise a 
family. “I've really tried to keep my life sepa- 
rate from his,” Bob says. “It’s one of the rea- 
sons why I moved to Hingham. No one knows 
me out here. I haven’t even had a parking tick- 
et since I came home in 1990. Not even a 
parking ticket. He and his mother had it 
rough. As it says in [‘Life Story’], ‘Mommy 
don’t cry.’ It’s a heavy, heartfelt song.” 

The Sullivans also see that song as a re- 
buke to all those who would question Sullee’s 
supposed “street cred.” “When they start that 
‘What do you know about the streets? What 
do you know about hip-hop? You live in that 
cushy town of Hingham. Where’s the mean 
streets of Hingham? What rough spots have 
you had in your life?’ then Sullee will just say, 
‘Okay, well, why don’t you listen to ‘Life 
Story’ and then, uh, get back to me,’” Bob 


If I make it big, I’m gonna go where kids can connect with 
me. The kids in the inner city aren’t gonna relate to me. The 
kids in the suburbs will, because that’s what I’m 


gonna talk about. And they’ll see that my life is a lot like ners ly ,, 


Bob doesn’t offer many details when asked 
about his earlier life, but he does admit that 
he spent six years in Lewisburg Federal 
Prison in Pennsylvania. “I made some mis- 
takes,” he says. “And I paid for ’em.” Then, 
alluding to the wanna-be gang-bangers so 
ubiquitous in hip-hop: “I was everything 
those guys wish they were.” 

The South End in which Bob Sullivan grew 
up was a multiethnic red-brick plexus of 
rooming houses and tenements, places that 
rented for just a few bills a month, where one 
was lucky to have glass in the windows. 
“There was no welfare,” he says. “Whatever 
you had you had, and whatever you didn’t, 
you didn’t. You hadda come up through the 
ranks. And I came up through the ranks very 
strongly. It was a very tough neighborhood. 
Some tough, tough guys came out of there. A 
lot of legends.” 

The South End is fundamental to the Sulli- 
vans. Bob and Cindy and Bobby Sullivan were 
all born there. Bob Sullivan’s father died there, 
in a 1977 construction accident. (That’s him 
in a fedora, grinning behind thick-rimmed 
glasses, a lit cigarette held to his mouth, on 
the Old South End Records logo, and it’s in 





HOMEBOY: “When we moved to Hingham, I didn’t like it,” says Sullee. “In the suburbs, they grow up a lot slower. So I was saying things 
and doing things that kids weren’t doing or saying.” 
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says. “As soon as they hear that, it stops all 
the nonsense. Because that’s all it is, non- 
sense. How do you know how someone lived 
his life?” 

“Street credibility’ is the funniest phrase,” 
says Sullee. “Because ‘street credibility’ is ... 
all ... crap. Artists have come out and it’s 
been proven that they really didn’t do what 
they said they’d done. And people still believe 
it. ‘Oh, I’ve been to jail.’ And then you find out 
they really haven’t been to jail; it’s document- 
ed that they’ve never been arrested! But 
they’re still credible?! But when I come out, 
and I have an album that’s full of truth ... 
there’s nothing but the truth in any of my 
songs, but J need street credibility. I need to be 
around people who have that image, just be- 
cause I have a house that I live in, that I can 
call home.” 

Besides introducing him to hip-hop culture, 
Bob Sullivan’s stint in prison was valuable in- 
sofar as it offered his son an object lesson in 
what not to be. And, let’s face it, stories like 
these make for great material. “I said to 
[Sullee], ‘I don’t have a problem with you 
writing it, the only thing is, it has to be 
correct,’” Bob says. “Don’t make up stuff about 
shootin’ guns, and all that crazy stuff. Keep it 
real. You don’t have to make up stories and try 
to act counterfeit.” 

“The people that are taken seriously are the 
people that actually make an album that 
means something,” Sullee says. “Every song is 
true. Every song is something that has to do 
with my life. If you’re listening to my album, 
you're listening to my life.” Sullee has no de- 
sire to construct an image that will gain him 
the phony credibility that helps sell records. 
“A lotta keep-it-real rappers out here frontin’,” 
he sings on “Hip Hop,” “the rest of those 
busters really ain’t saying nothin’.” Hip-hop is 
a genre — and a business — where image is 
king, but Sullee wishes it weren't. “I really 
don’t like that, and I really don’t agree with 
that at all. Hip-hop didn’t come from image. 
It came from struggle, and it came from hav- 
ing fun and trying to get people together to 
do something good.” 

But he accepts that it’s part of the game. 
For Sullee to make it, he’s got to have a 
hook. An identity. I ask him if he’s afraid of 
being pigeonholed as the “white-suburban- 
Boston-Irish dude.” He admits that some- 
times people prejudge, writing him off, pre 
sumably, as the bastard child of Vanilla Ice 
and House of Pain. “Right when I walk on 
the stage, people get up and walk away be 
cause I got a scally cap and a BosToN shirt 
on,” Sullee says. “My father tries to tell me I 
can’t wear certain things, and I’m like, no 
this is me. I’m not changing for nobody. This 
is how I am, and this is how I talk, and I’m 

just me. If people can’t handle that, that’s on 
them.” 

Besides, Sullee says, “I’m already pigeon 
holed. Me being white in hip-hop, I’m gonna 
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get pigeonholed one way or another. I'll 
never get to be an artist that everybody just 
accepts doing what he does. I won't be ac- 
cepted like that; it’s just not gonna happen. 
If 1 came out and I tried to do the same 
thing everyone else is doin’? Then I’m ‘trying 
to be black.’ If I come out trying to do the 
opposite of what everyone else is doing, and 
try to put guitars in, because I like guitars? 
[hen I’m ‘Kid Rock.’” 

As for whether Sullee’s Boston-Irish roots 
are good for his identity as a musician, 
leddy Riley is emphatic. “No,” he says. “It’s 
great. It’s not good, it’s great. I think he’s 
gonna open up Boston. I haven't seen any- 
one yet to really blow up Boston like it’s sup- 
posed to be, and I think this kid could do it.” 

As far as Sullee’s concerned, he just does 
what he does. “I just gotta make music 
about having fun,” he says. “I just do what I 
do. I have fun, I like girls. That’s just me. I 
enjoy women, I enjoy parties, and I enjoy 
sleeping. I don’t mind; if you want to pi- 
geonhole me, put me in ‘Pop.’ If I’m popular 
music, then that means I’m doing pretty 
well.” 

And that’s just what Bob Sullivan wants: 
to give his son opportunities that he never 
had. To help him, at least, stay on the 
straight and narrow, and, at best, make it 
big. “We hear things like, ‘Okay, he’s a rap- 
per because his father’s putting up the 
money,” Bob says. “Well, his father’s putting 
up the money to try to give him an honest 
shot at it! I’m sure every rapper in the coun- 
try would like to say, ‘Yeah, my family put 
up the money.’ Most can't.” 

But if he’s trying his damnedest to make a 
new and better life for his son, he’s also car- 
ried over a few lessons from his old life — a 
hard-nosed sense of loyalty that’s sometimes 
helped him navigate the tougher corners of 
the record industry. On the intro to Sullee’s 
song “Gangsta,” Bob Sullivan makes a 
spoken-word cameo, looking back on his days 
in the South End: “Everybody’s a gangster, 
everybody’s a tough guy today. I’m from the 
old school. ‘Gangster’ to me was loyalty to 
your family, loyalty to your friends. Meaning 
what you say. Doing what you say. A hand- 
shake. A handshake was a man’s word.” 

“I can tell you, today’s a joke,” Bob says. 
“Back in the day, you better mean what you 
say. People held you accountable. You can say 
and do things today, and no one holds you ac- 
countable. Back then, you were held account- 
able. When they said they were coming for 
ya, they were coming for ya. You could bet on 
it. You could sit out front, and they’d be 
there. They’d be pulling up.” 

“They didn’t drive by,” Sullee says. 

“They didn’t drive by. They got out.” 

“They drove up to you and said, 
‘Goodbye,’” Sullee says, recoiling a tilted 
index-finger gun. “It was different. And that’s 
kind of where I learned from. That’s where I 
got my street sense from: a old-school type of 
gangsta, instead of some kid who’s selling 
crack on the corner and who gets mad when 
you step on his $100 shoes. These were guys 
that were real serious. Who didn’t wear ex- 
pensive shoes, ’cause it didn’t matter what 
they wore, because everybody knew. Then 
they went back to their million-dollar houses. 
I learned a whole different type of gangster.” 

Bob nods toward his son. “He was taught. 
I never lied to him, and I never lied to my 


daughters. My kids all know my background. . 


He don’t even know the extent. But it’s not 
really something me and him should have a 
conversation about. All he does know is that 
I was a very serious guy and meant what I 
said. And did what I said. And my reputation 
will bear that out. Anybody who knows me 
will say, ‘He means what he says.’ I’m not 
afraid of a fight. And a fight don’t mean that 
you have to go outside and fistfight. A fight 
could mean that, if someone like Sullee can’t 
be a rapper because he’s white, I'll say, 
‘Okay. Here’s a battle.’ So I’m still battling as 
a street warrior. I’m just fighting different 
battles now. But this is an honorable one. 
Legitimate.” 

“His father definitely knows what it 
takes,” says Beyonder, a Boston-based MC 
and producer who’s worked with 7L & Eso 
teric, and who’s known the Sullivans since 


their South End days. “He got his son into 
the music industry knowing nothing about 
it. Just knowing a basic hustle game, y’- 
know? And he kind of just learned it as he 
went. He’s doing some big things. Getting 
a record out, working with Teddy Riley. 
A lot of artists have family members 
helping them and working for them. 
But [Sullee’s] father is definitely a 
pretty unique character, having the 
history he has, and the stuff he used 
to do. He knows how to hustle really 
well. He knows how to knock doors 
down and get people interested and 
make things happen.” 

Riley thinks so, too. “I think the way 
he’s pushing him, and pushing this proj- 
ect to be a success, is better than the ways 
a lot of other parents — and record compa- 
nies — push artists. He’s doing the grinding 
for his son, but at the same time he’s grinding 
for his artist.” 

“Tm not backing down,” Bob Sullivan says. 
“This kid has talent. He wants to do it. And 
we're taking a shot. If this thing crashes, we 
crash. But, hey, that’s life. You have to give it 
an honest shot. So it’s a fight in its own way. 
But we’re definitely gonna win it. Cause 
we're there now. It’s been a tough road. Three 
years. But now? We’re there.” 

“I ended up getting lucky,” says Sullee. “My 
father came home [from prison] and did the 
right thing with his life. A lot of people would 
like to say that.” 


ULLEE SHOWS ME downstairs to his 

bedroom, tricked out in grand style a 

year or so ago by the youth-oriented 
home-makeover show Knock First. He points 
to the large circular table they gave him, an 
outsize replica of the Old South End Records 
logo. (On the show, Sullee mused that he’d 
never be able to sit around lazily at that 
table, because his grandfather would always 
be looking at him, admonishing him to get 
back to work.) There’s a sizable waterbed; 
above it hang a crucifix, some rosary beads, 
and a Celtic cross. Around the corner is a 
massive poster of Jay-Z. An assortment of tro- 
phies stands on a small shelf; boxing gloves 
and a basketball are strewn across the floor. 
Sullee points to what he calls his prize pos- 
session, a full-size Irish tricolor emblazoned 
with a handwritten quote from Stephen, the 
mad Hibernian in Braveheart. “The only way 
for an Irishman to speak with his equal,” 
Sullee reads approvingly, “is to converse 
with the Almighty.” 

The piéce de résistance of the room is a 
curved countertop, on which sits a pair of 
sleek and gleaming turntables. Above are 
tiny blue track lights; the wall behind them 
is graced with a large stencil of Sullee’s 
stylized name. On either side hangs a differ- 
ent Scarface poster. Also on the counter are 
two deceptively small speakers. With a flip of 
a switch, I find out just how deceptive: a 
booming backing track explodes from within 
them; it’s ear-bleedingly loud. 

“(Knock First] definitely hooked me up,” 
Sullee says with a broad grin. He,shows me 
his CD collection. There are the usual hip- 
hop suspects, along with Korn and Slipknot. 
“But this is key,” he says, snatching an emer- 
ald-green CD case from the shelf. “This is 
where I’m trying find some samples.” He in- 
serts the disc, and the room fills with pipes 
and acoustic guitars. It’s a trad Irish tune, 
sung in a warbly, broguey tenor: “I-I-I am a 
true-born Irishman ...” Sullee is a musical 
omnivore. “When I was in seventh grade, I 
had a band called Seven,” he says. “We were 
like Linkin Park. But I ended up being a hip- 
hop artist.” 

In fact, Sullee’s been used to the spotlight 
since he was a five-year-old with a mike in 
his hand. It taught him a lot, early. “I had 
women trying to pull me off-stage when | 
was seven years old,” he laughs. Indeed, 
it’s not hard to see that this 19-year-old is 
wise for his years. He chalks it up not just 
to his early exposure to the music industry, 
but to growing up in hardscrabble Medford, 
to being the “man” of the house when his 
dad was on the inside, to the lessons he 
learned from his father’s mistakes. That ma- 
turity marked a noticeable difference be- 
tween him and his classmates, even back in 
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grade school when he first relocated to the 
suburbs. 

“When we moved to Hingham, I didn’t 
like it,” he says. “By the time we moved 
here, my head was already set about what I 
was gonna do. My mindset was already 
ready to go. But in the suburbs, they grow 
up a lot slower. So I was saying things and 
doing things that kids weren’t doing or say- 
ing.” He says it was an adjustment, relocat- 
ing to a posh ’burb where the kids were just 
different. “They used to call me ‘Black 
Bobby,’ because all the Metco kids, all the 
kids from Boston, they were my boys.” 

But, says Sullee, “I wanna bring what’s 
going on in the suburbs to the forefront. I 
want people to look at where I’m from and 
not go, ‘Oh, those people have the best lives 
in the world.’ Because I'll give you 20 people 
right now who have the worst lives. What 
about the suburbs, where the kids are just as 
poor, have just as much problems? If I make it 
big, I'm gonna go where kids can connect 
with me. The kids in the inner city aren't 
gonna relate to me. The kids in the suburbs 
will, because that’s what I’m gonna talk 
about. And they’ll see that my life is a lot like 
theirs.” 

Still, it has to be asked: what if all this 
doesn’t work out? What if, after all this effort 
and all this money, it just doesn’t end up 
happening? For a nanosecond, Sullee looks 
vexed. “If all this ends up not working out? I 
have to say that ...” — then he breaks again 


into a huge, open smile — “I got some prob- 
lems on my hands, and do you need an as- 
sistant?” He laughs. “If this doesn’t work out 
now, I'll probably go back to school. If any of 
my old teachers heard me say this, they’d 
slap me, but I really have always wanted 
to be a history teacher.” 

There’s a decent chance that won't 
have to happen. Angela Thomas, 
founder of PRANA Marketing, the New 
Jersey firm that’s helping get out the 
word about Sullee, has worked with 
everyone from Public Enemy to LL 
Cool J to Cypress Hill — and she likes 

what she hears in this white kid with 
the Boston accent. “My take on Sullee is 
that you can be clean-cut,” she says. “You 
don’t have to go the Eminem route. He is 
who is. He is true to who he is, and that’s 
what I like. He knows he’s from the suburbs. 
He may not curse in his records, but he’s not 
trying to compete with the hardcore rappers. 
I think he’s just a fun performer. He is a 
product of his environment. Why can’t a kid 
from Hingham, Massachusetts, do a Hing- 
ham record? Hip-hop is open to everybody. 
You don’t have to be from the streets to do 
it. Bobby knows where he’s from. He is who 
he is, and he’s comfortable in his own shoes. 
That’s what I respect.” Better, she says, other 
people are agreeing with her. “Already we’re 
having some play. We have him plugged in. 
He’s getting into the mix of things. I think he 
has a great shot.” 

Beyonder thinks so, too. “I think a lot of 
kids in America can identify,” he says. 
“Everyone listens to hip-hop now. It’s not just 
kids in the city, or black kids. It’s everyone 
across the board, wherever they come from. 
Eminem blew up so much because of kids in 
the Midwest, who grew up on a farm, who 
can identify with Eminem more than 50 
Cent. I think on that level there’s a chance 
for an artist like Sullee to actually make it.” 

He echoes Thomas’s assessment of 
Sullee’s honesty. “The music industry has 
made a lot of rappers scared to be them- 
selves. A lot of so-called gangsta rappers, 
thugged-out rappers, are so scared to be 
themselves. They say the most crazy 
things on records that you know are just 
not true. But artists like Kanye [West], just 
showing a smidge of realism, insecurities, 
and things like that in life, him blowing up 
opened a lot of doors for hip-hop artists.” 
Sullee, he thinks, could be one of them. 
Riley agrees. “I think what’s going to hap- 
pen for him is if he keeps doing what he’s 
doing, he’s going to get the great music. He’s 
going to get Dr. Dre, which I’m actually going 
to be plugging for him. He’s going to get the 
great producers. I’m going to pull a lot of 
those favors in for him. The best way I can 
help is to plug him with the right people. He 
deserves it.” 

More than his skills, more than his high- 
profile help, more than a no-bullshit father 
ready to go to the mat for him, it’s Sullee’s 
honesty and integrity that are his greatest at- 
tributes. If success comes knocking, he won't 
even know how to let it go to his head. Even 
if he’s a millionaire, he says, he’s sticking 
close to home. “I would never go to New 
York, because they’re all Yankees fans. I can’t 
even speak with them. I'd rather live right on 
Beacon Hill. That’d be nice.” 

In the meantime, Bobby Sullivan will keep 
writing lyrics, keep telling his life’s stories. 
“Even the toughest guys in the world are sad 
about something. I have no problem showing 
me. And I’ve always said, this is how I live. 
Without Bobby Sullivan, there is no Sullee. 
But without a Sullee, there is a Bobby Sulli- 
van. I’m always gonna be Bobby Sullivan, no 
matter what happens with my career, 
whether I’m sweeping the streets or whether 
I’m triple platinum. I’m still gonna be Bobby 
Sullivan after the check gets written out. 
Bobby Sullivan is the one behind everything, 
so that’s who I have to be real with. I have to 
be myself, because then I'll turn into some- 
thing I’m not. And then I can’t eat dinner 
with my family because they won’t let me in 
my house.” & 


Information on Sullee can be found at 
www.sullee.com. Mike Miliard can be reached 
at mmiliard@phx.com. 
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Rustic Kitchen 


Pushing the boundaries of Italian cuisine in Porter Square 


BROOK GRIFFIN 


BY ROBERT NADEAU 


he storyline of Rustic Kitchen is like a 
Te opera’s. It was once Todd Eng- 

lish’s Rustic Kitchen in Quincy Mar- 
ket, a kind of greatest-hits reprise for that 
famous chef. But he handed it over to a 
partner to settle a lawsuit, and the partner 
brought in a promising smaller-venue chef, 
Bill Bradley (ex-Bricco, ex-Carmen). 
Bradley stabilized the odd location, and 
now there are two more Rustic Kitchens. 
This one, in Porter Square, moves into a 
large (230 seats) space that has 
killed some pretty good restau- 
rants: Cottonwood Café (after a 
decent run), Metro, and 
Giuseppe’s. By one estimate 
the sophisticated neighborhood 
is ready for the experimental, 
Italian side of Bradley’s think 
ing. By the other, there had bet- 
ter be enough familiar pizza 
and pasta to keep hundred of 
fannies in the seats nightly. 
There’s also a question of scal- 
ing up — although it probably has a better 
kitchen than the Quincy Market restaurant 
(which still feels as though it’s camped out 
on the flagstones), this has to be boutique 
cuisine for the masses. Bradley’s man on 
the scene is Mark Usewicz, ex-Casablanca 
and ex-Chez Henri, and most recently of 
the Independent. 

Based on one dinner visit and one lunch 
visit, there’s a lot to like here, and also 
some unevenness. The dinner menu has 
the newer ideas; the lunch menu focuses 
on standbys and has cut some prices. 

The breadbasket has slices of an excel- 
lent crusty loaf but also leaden focaccias 
with olives or cheese. A white-bean dip 
has little garlic, but excellent olive oil on 
top. My favorite appetizers were dinner- 
time cicchetti, Venetian tapas pioneered 
locally at La Morra. The knockout is one 
of roasted beet cubes ($6) with a little ri- 
cotta salata.cheese and fennel pollen. This 
was my first sighting in Boston of fennel 
pollen — large pollen grains about as big 
as salt grains, with an ethereal citrus- 
anise flavor and aroma. A dusting truly 
distinguishes the cubes of various beets. 

I also enjoyed fried rice balls ($5), 
called arancini in the North End — three 
golf balls with cheese centers, in a light 
tomato sauce with some chickpeas, From 
the evening list of raw and pickled fish, 
we tried “Sardinian tuna” with cucumber 
salad ($10). The sushi-like slices of tuna 
were good but marinated to taste like 
pickled herring. It seems odd to take per- 
fectly good $20-a-pound tuna and turn it 
into something like a jar of herring, but 
maybe that’s what they do in Sardinia. 

More-conventional appetizers include 
clam chowder ($9/lunch), a gray, Rhode 
Island-style chowder with plenty of pota- 
toes, upscaled with Wellfleet littleneck 
clams in the shells. The only weakness is 
broth that doesn’t taste enough like clams. 
A salad of mixed field greens ($6/lunch) is 
nicely dressed, and adds croutons to the 
usual treatment. Caesar salad ($7) is con- 
ventionally pre-dressed, with croutons and 
cheese to justify the name. 

The visible wood-fired oven suggests 
splitting a pizza as an appetizer, and I'd 
recommend the portobello ($10/lunch), 
with a thin, crisp crust and a good balance 
of mushroom flavors with goat cheese for 
flavor and fontina for stringy melting. The 
lamb-sausage pizza ($10) had too much 
(and too salty) topping, so the crust didn’t 
















crisp up; these should be easy adjustments, 
so keep an eye on this one, too. 

Agnolotti del plin ($17) was my fa- 
vorite Bradley dish at the Quincy Market 
restaurant, and may be even better here. 
Agnolotti are pasta in the shape of 
priests’ hats, pinched for more chew, here 
stuffed with veal and swimming in a 
meaty veal gravy. Grilled venison ($22) is 
a series of rare slices arranged like a 
charlotte on a mound of broccoli rabe 
with apples and grapes, in a sauce that’s 
supposed to be a fruit mustard but comes 
off as a very salty glaze. The meat is im- 
peccable but the sauce needs some work. 

Baked rigatoni ($14) comes out of 
that oven, but gains little taste of the 
fire. What you get is perfect comfort 
food: cheese-baked pasta with just 
enough tomato in the sauce to keep it 
from being macaroni and cheese (which 
is elsewhere on the menu). 

At lunch, I was most impressed with a 
crabmeat salad ($14), a beautiful cylin- 
der of crabmeat atop chopped tomatoes, 
with most of an avocado on the side and 
a tarragon mayonnaise holding every- 
thing together. I also like the roasted 
vegetable panini ($10), as much for the 
homemade potato chips as the Foreman- 
grilled (perfectly authentic) sandwich it- 
self. The four-cheese panini ($10), on 
nut bread, was too busy for me. 

The wine list has become more Italian, 
and now has an unusual organization by 
flavor groups. For example, red wines are 
“Fruit-Driven Reds,” “Rough Riders,” “Easy 
Riders,” “Rustic Reds,” or “Too Big to Put 
Anywhere Else.” Of them, a glass of Mon- 
tepulciano d’Abruzzo ($7) had some struc- 
ture to stand up to tomato sauce, while a 
syrah ($9.50) got a little overwhelmed by 
the food despite lots of fruit. On the white 
side, the current 2003 Tenuta di Pietra 
frascati ($7.50/glass; $27/bottle) is lot 


' better wine than the pinot grigio people 


order in restaurants, with a similar balance 
of fruity aroma and dry finish. Coffee and 
decaf ($1.75) are excellent, and tea 
($1.75) is served in a china pot with the 
tea bag or bag of loose tea on the side. 
Desserts, credited to pastry chef 
Heather McDonald, are excellent, but the 
cheese platter ($12) is one of the best 
around: four Italian cheeses including an 
aged sheep’s cheese, a hard goat cheese, 
a novel and delicious blue, and a semi- 
soft cow’s cheese. There’s a bit of fresh 


SOMEONE'S IN THE KITCHEN: Sous-chef Paul 
Oberhauser makes the moves at Rustic Kitchen. 
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fruit and crackers, but the cheeses are all 
superb and showing well, purchased 
from Formaggio. 

When you do get to dessert, don’t 
miss the sorbetti ($5), including a green 
apple with a distinct flavor of Granny 
Smith, a blood orange again true to the 
fruit, and a cranberry ice that isn’t too 
tart at all. Cinnamon créme brilée ($8) 
is cream, not custard, but subtly flavored 
and garnished with a fig covered in lay- 
ers of chocolate and nuts, and a fig 
cookie. The gelati ($6) are chocolate, 
vanilla, and hazelnut. Or you can get 
the milk-chocolate hazelnut sundae ($8) 
with three different scoops, in a pastry 
like the shell of a chocolate éclair, with 
chocolate cookies and sauce. I don’t like 
the shell, but favor the garnishes. 

The obligatory warm chocolate cake 
($8) is nicely bitter, with a chocolate-nut 
wafer as garnish. A pear charlotte ($8) is 
teeny, but choice, with fruit garnishes that 
mostly vanished into our cheese platter. 

Service, on both a quiet afternoon and 
a getting-busy weeknight, was excellent. 
The rooms are redecorated and im- 
proved, especially with foodish décor 
such as racks of homemade pasta (re- 
placed weekly, I am assured), baskets of 
bread, and bottles of wine in the window. 
The last makes for pretty colors, but isn’t 
so good for wine storage, so let’s hope 
they also are rotated weekly. They’ve kept 
the tin ceilings, redone the lighting, and 
set up a bar facing the wood oven and 
another facing away. The bistro-like bar- 
room is where everyone wants to sit, so 
the quieter back room is overflow. One of 
the better features is the validated park- 
ing in the lot behind what was once a 
Sears store. However, you must step live- 
ly, as the exit pass works for only three 
minutes, and then Lesley College charges 
you another dollar to get out. 

Robert Nadeau can be reached at 
RobtNadeau@aol.com. 
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>Dining guide 


The following represent some of Greater Boston’s more noteworthy restaurants, some 


Boston Phoenix advertisers among them. Most of these listings have been distilled from 
our full-length reviews. Entrée prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant hours, 
credit-card policy, and liquor information are not included, so be sure to call ahead. 


CHECK OUT OUR ARCHIVE OF RESTAURANT REVIEWS AT www.thephoenix.com 











ALLSTON/BRIGHTON 

CARLO’S CUCINA ITALIANA, 131 
Brighton Ave., Brighton, (617) 254-9759 
$9 95-$ Rising out of “On The 
Cheap” prices but not losing its pasta 
loving soul, Carlo’s is best on red sauce 
homemade pasta specials, and an unhur 
ried lunch still a bargain in any lan- 
guage. At dinner, hit the portobello 





mushroon 1es with people’s names 
(especially ones with pasta and red 
sauce), and remember to gesture with 
your hands a lot. Crowded and informal 
but the opposite of grunge 

CHEF CHOY’S HOUSE, 354 Chestnut 
Hill Ave., Brookline (Cleveland Circle) 


617) 566-2275. $5-$1( 





Not a top-notch 
Mandarin-Szechuan restaurant, but a big 
step up for Cleveland Circle. Go for the 
steamed ravioli, spicy dishes, and Gener 
al Gau’s chicken 

COMMON GROUND, 85 Harvard Ave., 
Allston, (617) 783-2071. $5-$12. To go 
with a good pint of Guinness and nightly 
music, the kitchen at this Irish-themed 
turns out pub food from burgers to 
gourmet pizzas ~ not to mention a mean 
plate of sweet-potato fries 

RANGOLI, 129 Brighton Ave., Allston, 
(617) 562-0200. $9-$13. Something new 
to this area: South Indian food (generally 
spicier, more fried, and more vegetarian 
than the more familiar North Indian dish- 
es). The dishes are so individualistically 
flavored that it’s like Indian cuisine in 
Technicolor. Especially the crunchy-sweet 
samosa-bhel, the satisfying pav bhaji, 
masala dosa, and idli-sambhar. You can 
also fall back on the familiar tandoori 
dishes, vindaloo, chaat, and such 

SUPER 88 MARKET FOOD CONNEC- 
TION, 1095 Comm Ave, Allston, (617) 
787-2288. $5-$10. Not a restaurant but a 
food court, with stands representing 
much of Asia, although the sleeper is the 
Venezuelan Mambo Café. If this is about 
noodle soup, have the pho at Sugar Bowl 
Some other highlights are the mango 
lassi at Rickshaw, the broiled eel at Mis- 
ono, and the tres leches cake at Mambo 
To get in with the cool Asian teen crowd, 
have a milk tea with tapioca “bubbles” at 
Lollycup TeaZone, the Dunkin’ Donuts of 
bubble-tea franchises 

TASCA, 1612 Comm Ave, (617) 730- 
8002. $10-$15. Our advice is to stick to 
tapas (bar snacks) in what looks more 
like a sit-down dining room than the kind 
of loud tapas bar Spaniards call a tasca 
Good Spanish ‘wine list, so have a fino 
and some fried calamares, and enjoy. 


BACK BAY 

ARMANI CAFE, 214 Newbury St., 
Boston, (617) 437-0909. $15-$28. Elegant 
room, if you ignore the standing joke of 
waiters in black pants, black shoes, and 
black T-shirts. Pretty good Northern Italian 
food — especially the authentic risottos 
and the long list of desserts. You will, of 
course, want to dress up 

AUJOURD’HUI, 200 Boylston St. (Four 
Seasons Hotel), Boston, (617) 351-2037 
$32-$44. Prix fixe tasting menus $52 (veg- 
etarian), $74 (seasonal) and $90 (chef's) 
Elegant food in an elegant setting with im- 
peccable service — and a view rivaled 
only by that of the Ritz. Many consider 
this to be Boston’s most romantic dining 
room, although the food may strike some 
as a little staid. 

BOMBAY CAFE, 175 Mass Ave, Boston, 
(617) 247-0555. $8.95-$15. A storefront 
with a good, standard menu, somewhat 
richer in seafood and fried foods than 
many, and with enough non-spicy dishes to 
satisfy parents from Iowa. Anything made 
with chicken tikka will be good, as will 
shrimp samosas, stuffed nan, mint paratha, 
and tandoori shrimp. 

THE CAPITAL GRILLE, 359 Newbury St., 
Boston, (617) 262-8900. $17-$35. An up- 
scale steakhouse with aged steaks almost as 
good as Morton's in a tonier atmosphere 
Overpriced wines and underpriced desserts. 
Stick to the protein (great swordfish, too) 
and salads, maybe the potatoes. 

CHILLI DUCK, 829 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 236-5208. $11-$14 (lunch, $7-$9). 
Yet another Thai restaurant around the 
Symphony/Hynes area, and a very consis- 
tent one, if not distinctive. Less crowded 
and really excels on soups, satay, drunken 
noodles, duck choo chee, and the mango- 
sticky-rice dessert. A little fancier than the 
others down Mass Ave, but not formal 
CROMA, 269 Newbury St., Boston, (617) 
247-3200. $10-$14. Although Boston may 
not need a clone of the most popular pizza 
parlor in Manchester, England, Newbury 
Street clearly needs a large, reliable, moder- 
ately priced, short-menu Italian restaurant 
Baked Italian casseroles and thin-crust piz- 
zas are the staples, but don’t miss the Peking 
duck salad. If you like English desserts, the 
sticky toffee pudding is so sweet you'll need 
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Fried pickles 


Try some sour power 


NICK DISTASO 


A little more than a month ago, this salt lover found a new guilty — and greasy — pleasure. 
From the moment | saw them at Boston Beer Works, nestled in a metal basket and glisten- 
ing against a piece of wax paper, | knew fried pickles and | would make a good match. 
They’ve been a popular snack in the South for ages; Elvis, king of rock and fried foods, is 
said to have loved them. Since my own pickle awakening, I’ve hunted down other Boston- 
area establishments that serve the delicious dills. So far, I’ve found three, and at each of 
them, the pickles offer an amped-up alternative to favorites such as French fries, onion 
rings, mozzarella sticks, and chicken fingers. 
At Boston Beer Works, they’re served as spears. Let’s call these the mozzarella sticks of 
the bunch. A traditional crispy, brown-beer batter encases the sour dill pickles, which are 
piping hot but still crunchy and juicy on the inside. The accompanying ranch sauce, 
served on the side, provides some sweetness to temper the spears’ punchy mix of salty and 


sour — but who needs that? 


The version at Joe Sent Me is similar, but hints of cayenne pepper in the batter create a 
spicy-salty-sour flavor triad. Here, the starter seems slightly more substantial — maybe it’s 
the thicker spears, or the fact that they’re served piled on a plate with a honey-mustard 
dipping sauce. Substitute them for chicken tenders and you'll be more than satisfied. 

The folks at Redbones have decided to highlight the sour-spicy match. Here, you'll get a 
plate heaped with equal portions of crinkle-cut pickle disks and sliced jalapeno peppers, 
with a tartar sauce that holds its own. | loved the disks versus the spears — the circles have 
more surface area and crinkly crevices to catch the clam batter — but found the jalapefios 
overpowering. Good thing, then, that you can ask for only pickles on your plate. You'll keep 
popping them into your mouth like French fries or onion rings until they’re all gone. 

Crunchy, cold, still-dripping pickles, fished from the jar on a summer’s day, may offer 
the ultimate bite. But until summer rolls around, you can relish this alternate route to 


pickled perfection. 


Available for $6.50 at Boston Beer Works, 112 Canal Street, Boston, (617) 896-BEER, 
and 61 Brookline Avenue, Boston, (617) 536-BEER; for $5 at Joe Sent Me, 2388 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 492-1116; and for $3.99 at Redbones, 55 Chester Street, 


Somerville, (617) 628-2200. 


the optional ice cream to cut the sweetness. 
A clean, well-lit place with lots of outdoor 
seating, so dress to be seen. 

EXCELSIOR, 272 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 426-7878. $24-$44. The re-launch of 
Biba is more conservative, though bits of 
the old flamboyance show through on dish- 
es like the oysters with pea shooters, the 
vertical roaster duckling, and the sticky tof- 
fee pudding dessert. There is now enough 
steak and lobster on the menu so that your 


ISLAND HOPPER, 91 Mass Ave, Boston, 
(617) 266-1618. $9-$20. A pretty room 
with an eager-to-please attitude and a be- 
wildering pan-Asian menu. The core is 
Malaysian dishes like the roti appetizer, 
and Ipoh chili shrimp. But the kitchen also 


| does well with almost anything fried, and 
| some nice vegetable and tofu dishes. The 


rich uncle can take you there for dinner, | 
| Boston, (617) 536-1004. $16-$22. Despite | 
| the Italian name and appearance, Marcel- 


and you still can sneak in a sweetbread ap- 
petizer or a lobster pizza to discuss with 
foodie friends for a week thereafter. 

HSIN HSIN CHINESE 
RESTAURANT, 25 Mass Ave, Boston, 
(617) 536-9852. $6-$10. A great little 
restaurant with a short menu full of clean, 
sharp flavors. Emphasizing soups and noo- 
dles, the menu draws from all regions, with 
a slight tendency toward the hot-and-spicy 
seasonings of the Southwest. Try the vast 
and delectable scallion pancake and the 
house-special pan-fried noodles. 

INDIA SAMRAAT, 51A Mass Ave, 
Boston, (617) 247-0718. $8-$17. Small, 
sparsely decorated, and running to small 
entrées, but the chef has a firm hand on 
the standard curries and the condiment 
tray. Homemade cheese sparks the vege- 
tarian list; lamb jalfrozie and chicken 
tikka masala for richly flavored sauces 
Great tea 


NOODLE | 


jazz background tapes and abstract Impres- 


sionist paintings represent the neighbor- | 
| hood influence of Berklee. 


MARCELLO’S, 272A Newbury St., 


lo’s is actually a very good Persian restau- 
rant hidden behind a serviceable Italian 


| one. You can order the fried calamari, but 


don’t miss the eggplant appetizer, the two 
Persian beef stews, or some of the kebabs 


— Deirdre Fulton 


wines and world beers. A conversation- 
maker for people interested in food 

QUOTES, Mary Baker Eddy Library for 
the Betterment of Humanity, 200 Mass 


Ave, Boston, (617) 450-7229. $7-$16. The | 


café at the Mary Baker Library is a quiet 


respite from the Back Bay, not as conceptu- | 


ally brilliant as the Mapparium, but it does- 
n't echo, either. You'll enjoy the mushroom 
bisque, the California sushi, and the many 


| desserts with coffee and tea from Peet's, 


but of course no alcohol. 


SAINT, 90 Exeter St., Boston, (617) 236- | 


| 1134. $6-$18. Chef Rene Michelena (La 


Bettola, Centro, the Vault) brings his | 


| Mediter-Asian flare to a menu of all small 


| with fabulously aromatic rice. If you like | 
rosewater, Persian ice cream is for you. 


THE OTHER SIDE CAFE, 407 Newbury 
St., Boston, (617) 536-9477. $3-$7. Bo- 
hemian café with cheap West Coast sand- 
wiches (on terrific breads) and fresh juices, 
including “a dose of wheatgrass juice.” 

PARISH CAFE, 361 Boylston St., Boston, 
(617) 247-4777. $8-$17. A bar with sand- 


| wiches named after celebrities who can ac- 


tually cook. Chefs, in fact. Boston’s celebri- 
ty chefs designed some nifty sandwiches 
and salads, and a young staff makes them 
with top-shelf ingredients. And serves 
them with some interesting American 
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plates in a modish nightclub. It gets expen- 
sive before it gets filling, but don’t miss the 
KL curried crab cakes, king crab maki, 
smoked scallop spring rolls, and lemon 
chicken parsnip fries. Dress to kill. 

STEPHANIE’S, 190 Newbury St., Boston, 
(617) 236-0990. $15-$32 (lunch, $7-$18). 


Bistro-style dining, with a menu that’s part- | 


ly Italian (pizza, risotto, calamari) and part- 
ly American (steak, pork chops). Comfort- 
food specials like meat loaf and pot pie. 


BEACON HILL 

ARTU, 89 Charles St., Boston, (617) 227- 
9023. $9-$23. A stylish, low-key trattoria 
and roastery with two locations. The 
Charles Street storefront is the place if 
you're in the mood for a terrific lamb 


sandwich, or if one of the nightly specials 
looks good. The original North End branch 
is a better spot for a full Italian dinner 
(longer menu; prices a dollar lower) 
At both, the food is affordable and consis- 
tently flavorful 

GROTTO, 37 Bowdoin St., Boston, (617) 
227-3434. $17-$24 (lunch, $8-$15). It’s a 
little basement with bare brick and a red 
ceiling, and the spirit of a college-town 
bistro — moderately priced, adventure- 
some, youthful, and enthusiastic even 
when imperfect. The food is mostly Italian- 
inspired, such as Tuscan fondue, lobster 
lasagna, and outstanding sorbetti 

THE HUNGRY I, 71 Charles St., Boston, 
(617) 227-3524. $25-$36. A plush, cozy 
Continental restaurant tucked downstairs 
in an ancient building on Charles Street 


CHARLESTOWN 

MEZE ESTIATORIO, 100 City Square, 
Charlestown, (617) 242-6393. $28-$38 
(lunch, $8-$15). Gorgeous modern Greek 
restaurant with modern (and upscale) 
Greek food. The familiar spreads are re- 
made wonderfully, especially the subtle 
taramosalata. Baked octopus is great, 
seafood and chicken are well handled, and 
the pastitsio is as delicious as peasant food 
and as pretty as French cheffery. A great 
Greek wine list makes for a temptation to 
stick to appetizers and drinks 
TANGIERINO, 83 Main St., Charlestown, 
(617) 242-6009. $17-$30. What is this 
beautiful Moroccan restaurant doing in 
Charlestown? Serving a mix of modern 
and traditional food in three rooms deco- 
rated with a similar mix of modern and 
old-fashioned Maghrebian furniture (all of 
it for sale!). Don’t miss the calamari, the 
crab cake, the chicken bastilla, the tagine 
djaj (the chicken comfort dish for all time), 
or the homemade sorbets. You may need 
two visits to try all the don’t-miss dishes 
THE WARREN TAVERN, 2 Pleasant St., 
Charlestown, (617) 241-8142. $9-$18 
(lunch, $6-$12). The line runs around the 
corner for this pub-style restaurant serving 
seafood, pasta dishes, and daily specials. 


CHINATOWN 

ASIAN GARDEN SEAFOOD RESTAU- 
RANT, 28 Harrison St., Boston, (617) 695- 
1646/1651. $5-$24. Fish tanks in the base- 
ment entryway promise superb Hong 
Kong-style seafood. The kitchen delivers 
with fresh eel, whole roe scallops, lobster, 
crab, and fish in brilliant treatments. Au- 
thentic hot pots, Chinese broccoli in oyster 
sauce, and a comforting dessert of hot tapi- 
oca in coconut milk. Friendly place, too, 
and a cut cheaper. 

CHINA PEARL, 9 Tyler St., Boston, (617) 
426-4338. $6-$16. Actually the perfect 
three-generational night out, as this re- 
vived dinosaur of Chinatown scores with 
fried goodies for the kids, authentic Hong 
Kong and Cantonese-style seafood for the 
parents, and spirited Chinese-American 
classics for the grandparent generation. Su- 
perb soups for all. Breakfast, lunch, and 
late-night dim sum. 

EMPEROR’S GARDEN (A/K/A EM- 
PIRE’S GARDEN), 690 Washington St., 
Boston, (617) 482-8898. $6-$14. Huge, 
somewhat impersonal, but very handy din- 
ing rooms serving dim sum (teahouse 
snacks and dumplings) every day through 
lunch, and shifting over to fine Cantonese 
dining (with a few Mandarin-Szechuan 
dishes) at night. Soups are great, and so are 
clams with black-bean sauce, vegetables 
with fresh squid or real crab sauce, and a 
comfort-food version of beef with broccoli. 
GRAND CHAU CHOW, 41-45 Beach St., 


that reflect that 

SOUTH STREET DINER, 178 Kneeland 
St. (South Station), Boston, (617) 350- 
0028. $3-$7. In the funky little 1920s diner 
building at the corner of South and Knee- 
land Streets, this 24/7 diner (formerly 
Boston's Original Diner) serves solid, hand- 
made versions of what you'd expect: burg- 
ers, fries, cheese omelets, and plenty of cof- 
fee 


COPLEY/PRUDENTIAL 

FIREFLY AMERICAN BISTRO, 130 
Dartmouth St., Boston, (617) 262-4393 
$9-$16. Firefly is only steps from Copley 
Place, and has big, cheap, good desserts 
It’s a little funky, but the thin-crust pizzas 
are good, and so are the “American bistro” 
entrées like poached salmon and roasted 
duck breast. The list of martinis is longer 
than the list of wines by the glass, but don’t 
forget those desserts 

TURNER FISHERIES, 10 Huntington 
Ave., Boston, (617) 424-7425. $23-$29 
Traditional seafood favorites, as well as 
more exotic offerings. Fresh fish prepared 
to order; also a raw bar. 


DOWNTOWN/WATERFRONT 
ANTHEM, 138 Portland St., Boston, (617) 
523-8383. $9-$20. Anthem tries to be a lot 
of things at once, and succeeds with a 
South End look, some upscale bar food, 
and some cheap gourmandise. Despite a 
few problems at the boundaries, you won't 
regret any of the appetizers, and might just 
dote on the Niman Ranch pork shanks and 
the “Mighty Meat Loaf.” The fried-Twinkie 
dessert is a good conversation piece, but let 
someone else actually order it. 

THE CHART HOUSE, 60 Long Wharf, 
Boston Waterfront, (617) 227-1576. $17- 
$35. The newly remodeled Chart House is 
a lot like the old one — big portions of 
plain seafood and steaks, California wines, 
great views, free valet parking. A very use- 
ful restaurant, and a very good meal if you 
get a table near the second-floor kitchen 
and stick with the crab cake, seared scal- 
lops, and Hot Chocolate Lava Cake. On 
weekends, a contented crowd that has 
dressed up a little to go out. 

ECLIPSE, 42 Province St., Second Floor, 
Boston, (617) 426-3333. $20-$30. A popu- 
lar business lunch spot trying to revive the 
downtown dining scene, Eclipse goes off in 
several food directions. I'd follow the path 
of upscaled comfort food, pursuing crab 
cakes, firebrick chicken, the lobster club 
sandwich, or veal meatloaf, but save room 
for cranberry cornbread pudding at dessert. 
FAJITAS & ’RITAS, 25 West St., Boston, 
(617) 426-1222. $5-$12. Lively, casual 
Tex-Mex restaurant and margarita bar. 
Décor is provided mostly by the customers, 
who cover the walls with crayon graffiti. 
LUCKY’S RESTAURANT, 355 Congress 
St., Boston Waterfront, (617) 357-5825. 
$8-$15. Retro bar with semi-retro prices 
and pretty decent food. The weeknight 


| crowd is digiserfs for drinks and dinner, 
| with lonely guys continuing later in the 


Boston, (617) 292-5166. $8-$12. A fancier | 


supplement to the popular Chau Chow 
Seafood Restaurant across the street, with 
good versions of every imaginable Chinese 
dish, but concentrating on Cantonese-style 
seafood and specialties of the Chau Chow 
people from Swatow and Southeast Asia. 
Notice the Swatowese dumpling soup, 
vinegar dips, grey sole with fried fins and 
bones, sautéed pea tendrils, and a surpris- 
ing General Gau’s chicken. 
| PEKING TOM’S LONGTANG 

LOUNGE, 25 Kingston St., Boston, (617) 
| 482-6282. $17-$25. The summer hit 
| restaurant of 2003 is a revival of the 1950s 
| Chinese-Polynesian palaces in a small bar- 
| bistro setting surprisingly néar Chinatown. 
| Geo figure over umbrella drinks, a fabulous 
| pu-pu platter, solid bistro entrées, and fu- 
sion desserts like coco boba (like a pina co- 
lada milkshake). Our reviewer was trou- 
bled by the politics of neo-Trader Vic-ing, 
but he’s an old fart who feels guilty about 
| Charlie Chan movies, while scarfing down 

every sparerib on the menu. 

PHO VIETNAM, 1 Stuart St., Boston, 


plies, a great bowl of pho, the national noo- 
| dle soup of Vietnam, but also the best 
grilled squid appetizer in the whole cala- 
mari-loving area, and some deadly Thai- 
| style curries. No atmosphere, and prices 


bar. Our picks are the smoked-chicken que- 
sadilla, Bella’s meatloaf, and BYO earplugs. 
MANTRA, 52 Temple Place, Boston, (617) 
542-8111. $21-$39. Mantra is like an 
avant-garde restaurant in New York: ex- 
pensive, fascinating, intellectual, and scan- 
dalous. The food, however, is novel and ex- 
cellent, isolating individual Asian-Indian 
spices in nouvelle cuisine presentations. 
MAX’S DELI CAFE, 151 Milk St., Boston, 
(617) 330-9790. $5-$8. A trendy down- 
town café with a New York deli struggling 
to get out. Surprisingly good chicken soup 
and decent pastrami sandwiches, once you 
turn down the focaccia, Swiss-cheese, and 
Dijon-mustard options. 

SILVERTONE, 69 Bromfield St., Boston, 


| (617) 338-7887. $6-$16. This sleek under- 


ground bar on funky old Bromfield Street 
gets kinda packed after work, but the 
menu is worth a look if you can score a 
table: cheap, good, no-nonsense takes on 
homestyle food like meat loaf and steak 
tips. Also a nice stop for lunch. The wine 
list is short and gratifyingly uninflated. 

UMBRIA RISTORANTE, 295 Franklin 
St., Boston, (617) 338-1000. $16-$29. For 
whatever reason, they took the perfectly 
good Trattoria I] Panino and upscaled it 
into Umbria. Well, maybe the reason was 
so they could serve more expensive and 
wonderful dishes like the strangozzi umbri 
(baked spiral pasta with wild mushrooms 
and truffles), the lamb scottadito, or the 
gelati in a hazelnut candy shell. The chef- 
fery is more about arranging complemen- 
tary flavors than deconstructing ingredi- 
ents. You could dress up a little here, but 
maybe with danceable shoes for the up- 


| stairs lounges. 
(617) 292-0220. $5-$19. As the name im- | 


EAST BOSTON 

SANTARPIO’S, 111 Chelsea St., East 
Boston, (617) 567-9871. $3-$16. One of 
the classic Boston pizzas, thin crust toast- 
ed to a marvelous crisp. And a font of 
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wood-fired, East Boston “barbecue” items 
— skewers of lamb or sausage served 
simply with peasant bread and a hot 
cherry tomato. And that’s all there is in a 
neighborhood bar with a core of boxing 
fans. Don’t knock Boom-Boom Mancini or 
Vinnie Paz in here. 


THE FENWAY 

LONGHORN STEAKHOUSE, 401 Park 
Drive, Boston, (617) 247-9199. $12-$22. 
Serviceable steakhouse near Fenway 
Park, if you stick with the T-bone and its 
relatives, the burgers, the “Texas Tonion,” 
or (surprisingly) the chicken tenders and 
the (trust us) fried cheesecake. Yes, it’s a 
chain, but new enough to Boston for 
some novelty. Excellent margaritas will 
get you over any gopher holes in the 
menu. 

UMI, 90 Peterborough St., Boston, (617) 
536-6688. $8-$20 (lunch, $6-$13) 
Charming little spot in the Fenway’s hid- 
den restaurant row, specializing in post- 
modern sushi, but with enough appetiz- 
ers, teriyaki, and noodle dishes for the 
sushi-phobic, and even a little Korean 
food. You'll want the spicy tuna roll, the 
Red Sox maki (covered with red flying- 
fish eggs), some of the special sakes, and 
the fried ice cream for dessert. The tofu 
teriyaki is especially good 


JAMAICA 
PLAIN/ROSLINDALE 

BIRCH STREET BISTRO, 14 Birch St., 
Roslindale, (617) 323-2184. $11-$23. 
The owners intended for this to be a 
neighborhood place, but Birch Street 
Bistro would be a winner in any of the 
traditional zones. Check out the im- 


> DINING LISTINGS 


into an incubator for young chefs. Cur- 
rently, Tim Weichmann is bringing classic 
French technique to bear on a chicken 
liver mousse to die for, but not before 
you've finished the cannelloni-bean garlic 
soup, house-smoked salmon, seared scal- 
lops, and chocolate mousse. It’s Jamaica 
Plain, so come as you are 

ZON’S, 2 Perkins St., Jamaica Plain, 
(617) 524-9667. $10-$23. Dark and 
loud, but some of the best food at the 
best prices ever served in such a small 
restaurant. Get anything with a lot of 
vegetables on it, such as “today’s catch,” 
or the bargain rib-eye steak, or lobster 
gnocchi. Good wines by the glass, and get 
the chocolate cupcake for dessert 


KENMORE/BU 

CHOE’S CAFE, 957 Comm Ave, Boston, 
(617) 783-8702. $10-$30 (lunch, $7-$8) 
Down the block from the Paradise night- 
club, a little paradise of sushi and savory 
Korean dishes. Don’t miss the seafood 
scallion pancake, udong, bulgoki, Korean- 
style spicy squid, and “salmon-skin fried 
rice.” Sushi aside, the Japanese food is 
less great than the Korean food 

DEN’S CAFE, 961 Comm Ave, Boston, 
(617) 254-4335. $8-$17 (lunch, $6-$10) 
Chef Den has taken over Siam Cuisine, 
one of the oldest, prettiest, and best Thai 
restaurants in Greater Boston, and the 
initial tastings suggest no let-up. Don't 
miss the todmun, “pheasant wings,” 
green curry chicken, samui seafood, or 
the grilled salmon choo chee. The pad 
Thai is excellent, and even the “awesome 
tofu” is almost awesome. Reserve one of 
the floor tables or the large carved table 
in the back for a special group 


Thought firefighters and cab drivers were the only ones working 
on Christmas? Think again. Several local restaurants will also 
open their doors on December 25, offering you culinary treats and 
a break from your holidayed-out kitchen. 

@ BRASSERIE JO, 120 Huntington Avenue, Boston, 

(617) 425-3240: four-course prix fixe Christmas dinner, from 
noon to 6 p.m.; $44. Also available a la carte. 

@ LEGAL SEA FOODS, Prudential Center, 800 Boylston Street, 
Boston, (617) 266-6800, and Mall at Chestnut Hill, 43 Boylston 
Street, Chestnut Hill, (617) 277-7300: regular menu and a la 
carte Christmas specials, 4 to 10 p.m. 

@ MERITAGE, Boston Harbor Hotel, Rowes Wharf, Boston, 

(617) 439-3995: five-course prix fixe Christmas Eve dinner on 
December 24, from 5 to 10 p.m.; $90 adults, $30 children. Five- 
course prix fixe Christmas dinner, from 5 to 10 p.m.; $90 adults, 


$30 children. 


@ OAK ROOM, Fairmont Copley Plaza, 138 St. James Avenue, Boston, 
(617) 267-5300: four-course prix fixe Christmas dinner, seatings at 
5:15, 6, 7:30, and 8 p.m.; $83. Also available a la carte. 


proved versions of duck confit spring 
rolls, tuna tartare, potato-crusted codfish, 
banana and almond strudel, and Key lime 
cheesecake. Very nice wines by the glass, 
and chic shopping nights along the street. 
CHA FAHN: A TEA ROOM, 763 Centre 
St., Jamaica Plain, (617) 983-3575. $14- 
$18. Dark, meditative, and minimalist, 
but Cha Fahn keeps adding entrées and 
sakes to their core concept of teas and tea 
sandwiches. Go to relax, and focus on 





GREAT BAY, 500 Comm Ave (Hotel 
Commonwealth), Boston, (617) 532- 
5300. $24-$39. The upscale seafood room 


| of the Hotel Commonwealth hits the mark 


| 


such delights as the tea-bathed chicken, | 
| or the world’s best-fed Red Sox fan. Be- | 


which tastes like divine barbecue, or the 
Indonesian satay tofu, or the chocolate 
mousse cake, or the Earl Grey rice pud- 
ding. The best of the teas are Taiwan oo- 
longs and Japanese greens. 

EL EMBAJADOR, 3371 Washington St., 
Jamaica Plain, (617) 524-6812. $7-$25. 
Ask the waitress what they actually have 
in stock, or call in advance to arrange 
seafood stews or paellas. Walk in for 
stews, soups, mondongo, fried plantains, 
and creamy desserts with excellent 
espresso. Mostly Latin clientele, with 
some gringo workmen from the area at 
breakfast and lunch. 

EL ORIENTAL DE CUBA, 416 Centre 
St. (Hyde Sq.), Jamaica Plain, (617) 524- 
6464. $7-$14. The orient in question is 
Eastern Cuba, inspiring amazing soups, 
Cubano sandwiches, and red-beans-and- 
rice to rank with any. Fierce chocolate 
batido, too. A neat little luncheonette to 
help us forget the loss of the Espaiiola 
across the street. 

PRIMAVERA RESTAURANT, 289 Walk 
Hill St., Roslindale, (617) 522-1186. $7- 
$15 (lunch, $6-$8). Primavera is about as 
close to the middle of nowhere as you can 
be in the middle of the Boston area, but 
it’s well worth finding for large portions 
of Italian food, cheap, and exceptional 
gourmet touches at dinner like the 
stuffed mushroom with real duxelles, 
amazing chicken soup, seafood specials, 
and crisp cannoli for dessert. 

TEN TABLES, 597 Centre St., Jamaica 
Plain, (617) 524-8810. $19-$24. Ten Tables 
is just like it says, so reserve ahead to get 


across the board. The token steak and lob- 
ster are superb versions, and wild ivory 
salmon and striped bass are excellent. 
Start with crispy fried oysters and spicy 
halibut tacos, end with butterscotch pud- 
ding, and you will be a happy gourmet, a 
happy visiting professor from Iowa, a 
happy BU student getting taken to dinner, 


cause it’s a hotel dining room, you can 


| dress up, or you can dress pretty casual. 





into a neighborhood jewel that’s tuming 


NORTH END 

AL DENTE, 109 Salem St., Boston, 
(617) 523-0990. $12-$29 (kids’ menu, 
$7-$8; lunch, $7-$12). Large restaurant 
with large portions of good-not-great Ital- | 
ian food. To get something close to great, | 
spend the extra dollars to get the home- 
made pastas, which actually come al 
dente. Soups and salads are the best ap- | 
petizers, and there are no desserts, but | 
the wine list is cheap and rather good. 
ARTU, 6 Prince St., Boston, (617) 742- 
4336. $8-$17. Stylish, inexpensive trattoria 
and roastery. See listing under Beacon Hill. 
LUCCA, 226 Hanover St., Boston, (617) | 
742-9200. $18-$30. Lucca, like Mamma | 
Maria, is about cheffery and fine cooking, | 
playing with variations on Italian themes. 
When done as well as it is here, it can be 
even more satisfying than authentic Italian 
food, especially the impressive dessert | 
course. Go with soup or salad for an appe- 
tizer, and then the grilled Chilean sea bass 
or the osso buco. Try not to eat too much of 
the oily flatbread with pesto and white 
bean paste as you go along, since you want 
to save room for the poached pear and the 
chocolate torte and the panna cotta. 
MASSIMINO’S, 207 Endicott St., 
Boston, (617) 523-5959. $10-$17. Two 
floors, a cozy space, and a crowd attract- 
ed by hearty, straightforward Italian 
cooking. 

PICCOLO NIDO, 257 North St., Boston, | 
(617) 742-4272. $15-$26. Not cheap, not | 





| (617) 778-6841. $14-$30. Short menu. 
| Loud, crowded, dark space. But like Eu- 


pretty, not innovative, but I] Nido wins 
our hearts with a modern Italian menu 
executed reliably, and some extras: reser- 
vations and a variety of desserts that is 
positively un-Italian 

RESTAURANT POMODORO, 319 
Hanover St., Boston, (617) 367-4348 
$14-$17. A few-frills storefront offering 
savory, almost overwhelming platters. 
The action is in the daily specials, but 
watch for the red meat, risotto with lamb 
sausage, anything with fritters, and the 
roast-vegetable salad. They take reserva- 
tions but use the nearby cafés when ta- 
bles aren’t ready. No desserts, so it’s back 
to the cafés. No problem. 


SOUTH END 

CLERYS ON COLUMBUS, 331 Colum- 
bus Ave., Boston, (617) 262-9874. $12- 
$14. Not really a bistro, but a quiet area 
set off from the popular bar, with kind of 
brushed-up bar food, including excellent 
coconut shrimp, grilled shrimp, seared 
shrimp, and homemade pastas. The front 
windows open to the street in warm 
weather, so dress pretty and banter with 
the passing crowd. 

THE DELUX CAFE & LOUNGE, 100 
Chandler St., Boston, (617) 338-5258. $5- 
$13. The perfect, five-star, not-a-false-note 
postmodern café-bar for people in their 
20s. Deceptively simple great food and 
openhearted, sincere cool make this a great 
visit for anyone else. Wall art and music su- 
perbly evoke the ’50s-90s connection. 
MING’S CAFE, 160 East Berkeley St., 
Boston, (617) 338-8830. $6-$9. One of the 
cheapest Cantonese restaurants in outer 
Chinatown, and paradoxically one of the 
best. And it has its own parking. Closes in 
mid-evening, though, so come early 
SISTER SOREL, 645 Tremont St., 
Boston, (617) 266-4600. $8-$11.50. The 
bare-brick bar side of Tremont 647 isn’t 
just a tricky way to get Andy Husbands’ 
big-flavored food without a reservation; it 
has a nifty small-dinner menu of its own 
The smaller plates like spit-roasted chick- 
en and “burger daddy” make light, lively 
suppers, and you can always steal the 
Tremont 647 momos for an appetizer, 
and add one of their fancy desserts 

TASTE OF INDIA, 2778 Huntington 
Ave., Boston, (617) 867-9700. $11-$17. 
Boston’s first Bangladeshi restaurants 
(their original outpost is in Dorchester), 
although they also excel with the familiar 
pan-Indian menu. The Huntington Av- 
enue locale is right next to Symphony 
Hall, and appropriately spiffed up. Don’t 
miss the rich biryani pilafs and spinach 
sauces, nicely-handled shrimp dishes, or 
anything with “Bangladeshi-style spices.” 
33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE, 33 
Stanhope St., Boston, (617) 572-3311. 
$16-$35. As a nightclub, 33 is a neo-’5Os 
fun house of slanty floors, oddly-angled 
walls, and shifting lights, but the dining 
area is now much calmer, with a 
simplified menu that has backed off the 
cutting edge. Concentrate on pasta en- 
trées, or the seared ahi tuna, or the veal 
chop, and cherry-pick relative bargains | 
from the older vintages on the wine list, | 
and you'll still be able to dance down- | 
stairs. It’s downtown and kind of dress up. | 
UNION BAR AND GRILLE, 1357 
Washington St., Boston, (617) 423-0555. | 
$14-$37. With Union, the Aquitaine trio | 
move smoothly into a New American | 
menu with many pleasing touches, from | 
the hot corn bread to the comfortable 
leather seating, partial acoustic ceiling, 
hand-size coffee cups, and good-natured 
servers. Food-wise, it’s a menu between 
challenge and comfort, with a fine | 
bluefish appetizer, solid entrées of seared | 
tuna and rack of lamb, and top-flight | 
desserts like lemon-cream tart with basil 
(!) ice cream. This is a restaurant people 
like right away. 


THEATER DISTRICT | 
P.F. CHANG’S, 8 Park Plaza (Transporta- | 


| tion Bldg.), Boston, (617) 573-0821. $8- | 


$18. Hey, it’s a chain, and some of the | 
food isn’t really Chinese. Stick carefully to 
dumplings, seafood, salads, and the 
chocolate torte (!), and you'll want to visit 
all 25 other branches. Another tip might 
be to follow Shanghai specialties like the 
red-sauced wontons and lemon scallops. 

TEATRO, 177 Tremont St., Boston, 


rope, like Rome. Dress to mingle with 
movie stars, and maybe eat some terrific 
Italian food, like a luminous ribolita 
(that’s a white-bean soup), a slow-cooked 
pork shank that redefines the cut, and 
rich gelati for dessert. There’s nothing 
more appalling than a fashionable loud 
bar with food so good you even get car- 
ried away by a green-apple martini. 

VIA MATTA, 79 Park Plaza, Boston, | 
(617) 422-0008. $16-$45 (lunch, $14- 
19). Like Great Bay, this is another restau- | 
rant from the Radius team, and again 
more focused than the original, this time | 
on hearty Italian flavors, along with supe- 
rior local produce and seafood. If you ate 
lightly, it would be moderately priced, but 
you won't want to miss a course, as we 
couldn't find a lowlight. Highlights includ- 
ed the chilled shellfish and citrus salad, 
the chittara and maltaglia pastas, the | 
grilled swordfish, the trio of semi freddi 
... Well, really all the desserts. All-Italian | 















































for information. 


Ready to curl up in front of the fireplace with a glass of port — 
but don’t have a clue about how to buy the stuff? Head to Bauer 
Wine & Spirits (330 Newbury Street, Boston) on December 18, 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., when the shop hosts a “Wonderful 
World of Port” tasting. The event is free; call (617) 262-0363 














wine list still favors the reds, though the 
gap is narrowing. You’re downtown and 
may want to dress up a little, though the 
name means “crazy way.” 


Cambridge 


CENTRAL SQUARE 

CUCHI CUCHI, 795 Main St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 864-2929. $8-$14. Not a 
dance bar, not The Love Boat, not a "70s 
trip. This Cuchi Cuchi just refers to Charo’s 
Spanish birthplace in a fabulous tapas bar 
menu completely made up of small 
Mediterranean plates like roast lobster tail, 
beet and potato salad, lamb porterhouse, 
fried long beans, and banana bread pud- 
ding, just to list some of the raves 

THE ENORMOUS ROOM, 567 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 491-5599. $9-$14. 


| It’s not that enormous, but it is one big 


room with only one significant menu item, 
the “enormous platter,” a chef’s selection 
of North African goodies. It also looks and 
sits rather like Morocco, although the cool 
minimalism of Central Kitchen downstairs 
is still in force up here. The room is set up 
for groups to mingle with other groups, 
and later there is dancing, but the food is 
excellent and the background (and then 
foreground) music is terrific. No sign ex- 
cept the rebus of an elephant 

IZZY’S SUB SHOP, 169 Harvard St 
Cambridge, (617) 661-3910. $3-$8 
Cheap, plentiful, and clean dinners in a 
somewhat bland Puerto Rican style, 
which therefore favors the soups. A large 
variety of fried savories for the nostalgic 
and a really big and fun selection of im- 
ported soft drinks at honest prices. Some 
dishes and drinks from Jamaica and the 
Dominican Republic as well 
JERUSALEM CAFE, 245 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 441-8689. $5-$8. Openly 
Palestinian source for cheap and generous 
but not overly flavorful, meals. Stick with 
the hummus, Cairo chicken salad, or the 
mild curried goat, and Arabic coffee with a 
sweet dessert. A lot of very random décor 
marks this as an MIT student hangout 
rather than a cultural statement 


MIDDLE EAST CAFE, 472 and 480 
Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 354-8238 


$8-$12 (lunch, $4-$6). One of the more 
explicitly Arabic restaurants in the area, 
with a distinctly Lebanese menu. Strong 
on the kibbees; excellent beer selection 
PU PU HOT POT, 907 Main St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 491-6636. $5-$13. Despite 
the name and modest size, a very fine 
Mandarin-Szechuan restaurant with a Tai- 
waiiese emphasis on deep frying and good 
lists of vegetarian specialties and Shanghai 
cold appetizers. Don’t miss the big noodle 
soups, vegetable tempura, orange-flavor 
chicken, strange-flavor shrimp, or the “Pu 
Pu scallion doughnuts,” which take scal 
lion pancakes to a whole new dimension 
ROYAL INDIA, 313 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 491-8333. $5-$12. There’s 
no real proof that the typical Punjabi 
menu here is inferior, but everyone goes 
for Bengali specialties like the aloo bhate 
(spicy hash-brown potatoes), kasha mang 
sho (goat in onion gravy), chingrir 
malaikari (shrimp in coconut cream), and 
coppi pakoras (spicy cauliflower fritters) 
One hidden treasure is the ¢ 
chicken soup 


EAST CAMBRIDGE 
AMELIA’S TRATTORIA, 111 Harvard 
St., Cambridge, (617) 868-7600. $16-$2 

Real Italian food, North and South, in a 
real, modern-trattoria atmosphere, and 
only a few blocks from the Kendall Cine 

ma. When one of those romantic Italian 
movies comes through, you'll know what 
to do, but even without that, ould 
make a fine evening of the fennel-orange 
salad, the spaghetti alla chitarra, or veal 
chop with wild mushroom risotto, and ar 
excellent tiramisu not an 
here. Small but pretty room worth the con 
tribution of dressing uy 
ATASCA, 279A f 
(617) 354-4355 
friendly restaurant, wi 
block tables, that makes a g 
the underappreciated food of Portugal 
Order a couple bottles of vinho verde and 
enjoy the chopped-octopus salad 
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am ijoas na cataplana — clams in a tradi 
tional copper steamer. Check out the larg- 
er Hampshire Street location 


HARVARD SQUARE 

BROTHER JIMMY’S BBQ, 96 Winthrop 
St., Cambridge, (617) 547-RIBS. $7-$16 
The ex-House of Blues space has lost its 
wonderful art and performers, but the 
idea of white soul food in a shack lingers 
on. The new format emphasizes drinks 
with scary names, sports on screens, and 
waitresses with strategically-torn T-shirts. 
But you can still dine well on fried appetiz- 
ers, a very passable chicken fried steak, 
various ribs (of which the Northern style 
are the most reliable), and side dishes of 
coleslaw and candied yams with walnuts 
If you went in bib overalls, they’d probably 
have to hire you 

CAFE OF INDIA, 52A Brattle St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 661-0683. $9-$14 (lunch 
buffet, $6.95). A conventional Indian 
restaurant menu near Harvard Square, 
bearing some notable vegetarian dishes 
especially a stunning okra specialty, 
bhindi masala kadahi. Fine fried appetiz- 
ers and stuffed breads. Desserts for hard- 
ore escapists only 

CAMBRIDGE COMMON, 1667 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 547-1228. $5- 
$12. A bar-restaurant right at the gates of 
Harvard Law School, but with diner-style 
Mom food and no attitude. Microbrews 
on tap, the best sweet-potato fries 
around, and all the meat loaf and garlic 
mashed potatoes you can handle 
CAMBRIDGE 1, 27 Church St., Cam- 





bridge, (617) 576-1111. $7-$15. Miracle 
of Science guys do it again with Greater 
Boston's kewlest pizza parlor. Nice salads. 
rispy ultra-thin-crust | 1 cunning wine 
list, and one dessert inini ramisu 
m. The empl A ins and 

ack shir ind } 1 « 
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Richart chocolates 


Beauty in a box 


Sending chocolates and a press release to an editor generally doesn’t ensure you the ink 
you're looking for. That is, unless the press release is made entirely of chocolate, and the 
chocolates it accompanies are some of the tastiest, most beautiful little morsels an editor's 


ever seen or tasted. 


Such is the case with Richart. When the French chocolatier delivered its Petits Richart 
Intense collection to our doorstep, complete with a perfectly printed — and not at all melt- 
ed — chocolate press release announcing its new store at Copley Place, we were skeptical. 
After all, the 49 mini chocolates nestled in the box boasted such unusual flavors as curry 
praline, thyme praline, alpine-flower ganache, basil ganache, ginger ganache, lavender 
ganache, green-tea ganache, and exotic-flower coulis. What kind of cocoa joke was this? 

And then we tasted, and the joke was on us. Each tiny piece, in addition to being di- 
vinely decorated with intricate patterns and colors, positively burst from its rich chocolate 
shell with flavors both startling and sublime. From rose ganache to nutmeg praline, we ate 
our way through the box, all the while plotting the quickest route to Richart for a refill. 

One of many items, the Petits Richart Intense collection is available for $59 at Richart, 
Copley Place, 100 Huntington Avenue, in Boston. Call (617) 262-4144, or visit 


www.richart-chocolates.com. 
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it he desserts are SO visu 


posec 1 might dress up a little 


HENRIETTA’S TABLE, | Bennett St 


1 {¢ ambridge, (617) 661 
$13-$16. Freshness is the theme 

ere, with a farm stand built right into the 
hefs visible in an open kitchen pre 


rome cozy country fare, as 
ispired Continental cui- 
sh-baked desserts. Impressive, 
person), Sunday brunch 
JFK St., Cambridge, (617) 
$7-$22. Unlike the Chinatown 
th its South Pacific décor, the 
Square branch is done up in '80s 
sh-tech” with exposed steel and Lucite 
labs for tables. No decorative scheme can 
stop the Malaysian food, especially the fried 
appetizers on the Penang Lobak, the curried 
ti telur appetizer, the “yam pots” made of 
ed taro, and the dreamy coconut pudding 
1 perfect shelled egg of coconut meat 
REDLINE, 59 JFK St., Cambridge, (617) 
491-9851. $8-$19. It used to be a sports 
bar, and is supposed to be a bistro, but I 
ink this menu is going to fly as a pub 
with a number of beers on draft and food 
it its best when hearty, as in the crab cakes, 
grilled New Yorker,” and bread pudding or 
lemon squares for dessert 
SANDRINE’S BISTRO, 8 Holyoke St., 
Cambridge, (617) 497-5300. $18-$36 
Pretty serious and beautifully composed 
food, especially for something called a 
bistro, but the dedication to the food of Al- 
sace ensures that soups and entrées will 
have hearty, bistro-like flavors. And then 
there’s the signature pizza-like flam- 
mekueche, loaded with onions and smoked 
bacon. Fabulously composed desserts 
UPSTAIRS ON THE SQUARE (MON- 
DAY CLUB BAR), 91 Winthrop St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 864-1933. $12-$26. The 
downstairs bar of UpStairs is still upstairs 
from the street, and easier to get into than 
the upstairs at the UpStairs Soirée Room 
Downstairs has its own menu, with real 
treats like Tuscan pizzas, rabbit flamed in 
vin santo, a fine grilled swordfish, and but- 
terscotch pudding, as well as superb teas 
and wines. Dress wild, because the decor is 
as though Monet and Matisse repainted the 
Stork Club under the direction of Klimt 


INMAN SQUARE 

S&S DELI, 1334 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 354-0620. $8-$15. You can 
get a bit of everything here — traditional 








y 















deli food to innovative entrées to desserts Brookline 


Great burgers and omelets; popular for 
weekend brunch 


NORTH CAMBRIDGE 

HANA SUSHI, 2372 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 868-2121. $10-$20 (lunch, 
$8-$11). A handsome little storefront with 
excellent sushi and teriyaki, also a good 
hand with noodles. The great talent of 
Japanese restaurants for inducing mindful 
ness of essential flavors attracts both 
neighborhood couples and Japanese 
groups from the suburbs 

RISTORANTE MARINO, 2465 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 868-5454. $8-$25 
At its best, a big loud room full of hearty 
peasant flavors, sourdough rolls, grilled 
meats and vegetables, well-handled pasta 
Top-flight desserts. Reservations for parties 
of six or more 


PORTER SQUARE 

CHANGSHO, 1712 Mass Ave, Cambridge, 
(617) 547-6565. $9-$20 (lunch buffet, 
$8.50). An elegant survivor from the great 
days of Cambridge Szechuan restaurants, 
especially if you stick with Cantonese-style 
seafood and vegetables, salt-and-pepper 
calamari, steamed Chilean sea bass with 
ginger and scallion, and whatever the 
whiteboard specials indicate 
CHRISTOPHER’S, 1920 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 876-9180. $6-$15. Serves 
Southwestern and Tex-Mex food, as well as 
sandwiches, burgers, and salads. A popular 
neighborhood hangout and a pleasant 
place to linger over a beer or coffee and 
dessert 

ELEPHANT WALK, 2067 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 492-6900. $11-$27 
Greater Boston's first Cambodian-French 
restaurant moved from Union Square to 
this airy Mass Ave location. Food is fresh 
and exciting; love of garlic makes the 
Provencal-Cambodian alliance. I urge 
upon you the soups, spring rolls, and Cam- 
bodian salads. (There’s an extensive wine 
list, too.) 

FOREST CAFE, 1682 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 661-7810. $12-$15. Mexi- 
can-food fans tired of jack-cheese enchi- 
ladas and grilled-chicken nacho plates owe 
it to themselves to check out this dive 
bar-cum-Mexican joint. (The restaurant 
half used to be called Mexican Cuisine.) 
This is real regional cooking, not cheap but 
great for a change of pace. Good bets are 
the ejotes — truly remarkable green beans 
— and the enchiladas Trotsky. 


BANGKOK BASIL, 1374 Beacon St 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, (617) 739: 
1236. $7-$16. A pleasant Thai restaurant 
with some unusual Indonesian dishes as 
well, catering to immigrants and foreign 
students, as well as eager Brookline Ang- 
los. Don't miss ayam goreng for an appetiz- 
er, chili salmon for a main dish, or nasi 
goreng if you are by yourself and want to 
try a couple of the Indonesian treats on one 
platter 

DALIA’S BISTRO & WINE BAR, 1657 
Beacon St., Brookline, (617) 730-8040 
$16-$19. A quirky but relaxed bistro for a 
quirky but relaxed Brookline neighbor 
hood, with food that is surprisingly beauti 
ful, but sometimes too salty. If you like the 
look of cheffery, have the Dalia’s favorite 
salad, the roulade of chicken, and the 
peach sorbet stuffed into a whole frozen 
peach. For flavor, I'd have a talk with the 
waitress about chicken wings, the duckling, 
and dark-chocolate mousse cup. It’s dark 
enough to dress casually, nice enough to 
make you look good if you dress up. 

THE FIREPLACE, 1634 Beacon St 
(Washington Square), Brookline, (617) 
975-1900. $16-$26. The Fireplace has a lot 
of weapons — wood-fired oven, rotisserie, 
smoker, grill, raw bar, waffle irons — and 
knows how to use them. We'd go back just 
for the oysters, or the rotisserie duck, or 
the roasted vegetables, or the outstanding 
burger and French fries, or the apple tart 
with roasted pear, or the butternut squash 
soup garnished with pumpkin seeds and 
scallions. Admittedly, it’s loud and the wine 
is too expensive — sort of like Paris 
INDIAN CAFE, 1665 Beacon St. (Wash- 
ington Square), Brookline, (617) 277- 
1752. $9-$20. Lunch and weekend buffet 
cheaper. Not a wildly innovative Indian 
restaurant, but a good hand with the 
spices, both generous and varied from dish 
to dish. Good soups and fried appetizers, 
really tasty vindaloo, and channa masala 
that makes those chickpeas sing. Modern 
and trim little dining room. 

RANI INDIAN BISTRO, 1353 Beacon 
St., Brookline, (617) 734-0400. $11-$17 
The creators of Rangoli and Tanjore have 
another regional Indian cuisine for you — 
Hyderabadi. The good news is lots of meat 
More good news for spice lovers is that it’s 
a southern Indian area with lots of interest- 
ing spices in the sauces. If you're really 
brave, there’s a dish of chili peppers in 
sauce. On moderate spice, don’t miss the 
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If you can’t figure out what to get your favorite foodie this holiday 
season, look no further: North End Market Tours offers gift 
certificates to help the culinary set discover the North End. 
Michele Topor, a professionally trained chef who’s lived in 
Boston's Little Italy for more than 30 years, takes patrons on 
three-hour walking tours of her neighborhood, stopping in at the 
local salumeria (delicatessen), pasticceria (pastry shop), and 
enoteca (wine bar) to learn about and sample olives and olive 
oil, balsamic vinegar, pasta, salami, prosciutto, cheese, biscotti, 
cannoli, and more. The cost is $45, plus tax; call 

(617) 523-6032, or visit www.micheletopor.com. 





bhel appetizer, the chutney gosht (roasted 
lamb re-stewed), or kari murgh (chicken in 
green mango sauce), and kulfi or shrik- 
hand (saffron-flavored baked yogurt) for 
dessert. This is also a great-looking restau- 
rant with comfortable seats, although noisy 
when full, which is often. 

RUBIN’S KOSHER RESTAURANT, 500 
Harvard St. (JFK Crossing), Brookline, 
(617) 731-8787. $10-$20. The only Boston 
kosher restaurant that vies with the better 
Manhattan delis in the all-important pas- 
trami category. Warm, non-exclusionary at- 
mosphere. The only problem is, 30 days 
later you’re hungry again 

VIA VIA, 1032 Beacon St., Brookline, 
(617) 264-2266. $5-$18. What we have 
here is an incredibly good pizza joint, in- 
side of which is a fine Middle Eastern 
restaurant trying to get out, and mean- 
while serving superb lasagna. Don’t miss 
the “Via Via salad,” which does all of that 
with spinach, goat cheese, pine nuts, and 
dates, or the falafel, or that tiramisu on the 
counter. 

VINNY T’S, 1700 Beacon St., Brookline, 
(617) 277-3400. $8-$29. Like-forget-it por- 
tions of very competent if uninspired red- 
sauce Italian food. A couple of clever 
touches, such as serving a roast head of 
garlic instead of that wimpy olive oil with 
your bread basket, and making roasted 
vegetables a frequent side dish. 
YOKOHAMA, 238 Washington St. 
(Brookline Village), (617) 734-6465. $9- 
$25 (lunch, $7-$9). Small jewel box of a 
Japanese restaurant, with some good Kore- 
an dishes as well. Wide selection of appe- 


tizers and sushi, generous entrées of tem- 
pura, noodle soups, and teriyaki. Don't 
miss the “stone pot bibim-bap” or the 
combo tempura 

ZEN 320, 320 Washington St., Brookline, 
(617) 566-7800. $10-$20. Competent Ko- 
rean-Japanese restaurant with some above- 
competent moments, such as the “dyna- 
mite” mixed-grilled seafood appetizer, the 
Korean-style seafood pancake, and the 
salmon teriyaki. The sushi isn’t amazing, 
but it is reliable and relatively cheap. 


JOHNNY’S LUNCHEONETTE, 30 Lang- 
ley Rd. (Newton Centre), Newton, (617) 
527-3223. $5-$12. Too many concepts — 
‘50s diner, postmodern revival, Jewish deli, 
kid-friendly — but the good food makes a 
certain sense of it. I especially recommend 
the Jewish-identified stuff like matzah-ball 
soup, Reuben sandwiches, and kosher-style 
hot dogs. Only trendoid thing is the wall 
art; otherwise good attitude, tasteful even. 


PHO PASTEUR, 300 Boylston St. (Atrium | 


Mall), Chestnut Hill, (617) 928-0900. $6- 


$15. The crown jewel of the five-restaurant | 


Vietnamese chain brings inexpensive noo- 


dle soups and rice plates to an upscale | 


mall. Oh, you can pay more for drinks, 


wine, daily fusion entrées, and Western- | 
style desserts, but you won't miss anything | 


with the elaborate mixed appetizer, a bowl 


of beef noodle soup, a rice plate with one | 
of the grilled meats with lemongrass, and a | 


taro-tapioca custard for two served in a co- 
conut. Lots for vegetarians, too. 


RED SAUCE, 1114 Beacon St., Newton, 
(617) 965-0110. $9-$16 (lunch, $7-$13) 
Here’s an Italian-concept chain as good as 
many stand-alone Italian restaurants, due 
to a consistent '50s-’60s feel, a first-class 
red sauce, and investments in broccoli 
rabe, quality tomatoes, and fresh basil 
Go for the homemade pasta, anything 
with tomatoes or seafood, thin-crust 
pizza, or anything fried. Family-friendly 
prices, but a fun dating location later on 

SOL AZTECA, 75 Union St. (Newton 
Centre), Newton, (617) 964-0920. $12- 
$20. The area’s best Mexican restaurant, 
admittedly not a very competitive honor, 
has a beautifully decorated branch in 
Newton Centre. No dilution in such clas- 
sics as the grilled shrimp in cilantro 
sauce, puero en adobo, and evident im- 
provement in standard Mexican items 
like chicken enchiladas. Mexican coffee 
with cloves and a homemade cheesecake. 
SOYA’S, 108 Oak St., Newton Upper 
Falls, (617) 527-8580. $7-$19 (lunch, $5- 
$7). Soya’s claims to honor seven Asian 
cuisines, but is basically a Malaysian 
menu with Thai and Mandarin-Szechuan 
compromises. The best strategy is to stick 
with the unfamiliar, such as fried appetiz- 
ers wrapped in soybean curd, the melting 
beef rendang, and the skate in tamarind 
sauce. For roughage, it’s the seaweed 
salad (served in a martini glass), or the 


| yu shang eggplant and string beans. 


CHEF LEE’S GOURMET CHINESE, 
296-298 Beacon St., Somerville, (617) 
876-7666. $5-$13 (lunch, $4-$5). Chef 
John Lee, formerly of Café China, brings 
back the high-powered, distinctively 
flavored Szechuan food of yore. Hot and 
authentic yu hsiang dishes, kangsho 
shrimp, and Ta Chien chicken. Even the 
rice has extra aroma. For a fried appetizer, 
try the shrimp-stuffed eggplants. 

SABUR, 212 Holland St., Somerville, 
(617) 776-7890. $15-$20. Boston’s first 
semi-Bosnian restaurant offers Balkan 
treats polished by chef Chris Kane. Don’t 
miss the potato and celery-root cakes 
with spiced pear sauce, the roast cod, the 
hearth-roasted lamb, or the glazed apri- 
cots for dessert, and consider a glass of 
Croatian posip wine. The Italian and Mo- 
roccan-style dishes are also really good, 
and the salads are enormous. The room 
is beautiful and romantic enough for 
third dates. 
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U y 
desires and commands are to 
be heeded. Otherwise, why 
would you be playing with me? 
want applicants who know that 
they are submissive and truly 
desire to serve me. Don't waste 
t king to be 
ble things 
we both Know 
and 
9 (exp 3. 
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1437 (exp 2/24 5) 
NEED MASTER TO TEACH ME 


! am inu-shen am small but 
athletic and bare several tribal 
tattoos. | am new to seeking a 
way to realize my deepest fan 
tasies of submission; but am 
very willing to obey and learn 

oy my collar and restraint 
cuffs: | am open to explore any 
thing as long as it is safe and 
discreet. | am looking for a Mas- 
e © |S experienCed in train 
ng novice slaves and will re 
5 my boundaries as we dis 
them. 11430 (exp 3/10 


a 












LITTLE GIRL LOST 
| like tea parties, playing 
with my stuffed animals and 
wearing cute dolly dresses 
and maryjanes. | collect 
stickers too- | have a very 
big sticker book. Wanna 
see? Are you my Daddy? 


1118 (exp 1/6/5) 


> SWEETEST TABOO 
SBF, 25 gorgeous lips anc 
thighs, open fo anything and 
very adventurous. Looking to 
expand my experience and ho 
rizons. | enjoy oral voyeur- 
ism. 4430 (exp 1/28/5 





LESLIE'S BACK 
Looking for all my old 
friends. Waiting to hear 


from you. 29594 (exp 1 
13/5) 





FANTASY LOVER 
Loniing for my fantasy lover to 
write fo. | crave safe sensual 
non-physical creative sexual 
outlet. Are you a great sexy 
writer male Or female who can 
thrill me on paper? 21311 (exp 
2/6/5) 


LET'S PLAY FOOTSIE 
26-year-old, blue-eyed, erotic 
vixen, 5'7", fantasizes about 
stroking a man with my feet in 
stockings. You should be tall 
erotic, Serious about play, with 
large hands. 14479 (exp 2/3/5) 


BONDAGE FREAK 
| am a very outgoing, pain tak 
ing, bondage loving freak 
Looking for someone who loves 
to give because | am mainly a 
receiver. 1312 (exp 1/20) 


Puerto Rican beauty seeking a 
young lover, 18-25 years of 
age, to learn how to treat a 
woman and please her in every 
way possible.@1112 (exp 2/3 
5) 


LOOKING FOR A SPANKER 
Beautiful, bossy, slim-waisted 
hispanic female, aged 31, is 
looking for a buff, and funny 
man to spank me. | am open to 
other BDSM activities as well 


1277 (exp 2/3/5) 


_... SAFE/SANE DOMME 

SWF, 43, tall, curvy, long black 
hair, trained in occultism, yoga, 
BD/s. SO slim, straight, femme. 
androg SWM'for CTR. Long 
hair a must. N/S, D/D-free. | mix 
affection with sadism. Lernen 
Sie verehren meine Narbe 

9059 (exp 2/3/5) 


KURIOUS KITTY 

! am outgoing, good-looking 
and easygoing High energy 
kind but nBugity love to laugh- 
no space or inferest in anyone 
that isn't. | work out every day 
and have a great body- love to 
play! | am very clean - n yum- 
my. Must be Sweet but confi- 
dent. Sense of humor, hard 
is a plus but_no mindless 
e heads. Good looks 
e with great personality. & 
8 (exp 3/3/5 


PLAY WITH ME PLEASE 
am someone who loves to feel 
3( have a good 
| walk away, we 
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who knows how f 
man and som 
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| WANT TO BE YOUR KEYHOLDER 

am serious, dominant lady 

ho's looking for a real natu 

rally submissive er 
ook 







relationship. No me 
1187 (exp 3/2/05 


BLACK BBW SEEKS WM 

am 5'5, with short dark hair 
dark eyes, and dark skin, easy 
going, funny, and never mar 
fied. | am looking to meet and 
date a white single, divorced or 
widowed white male only. | like 
a an who Is funny, intelligent 















onger provide 
steady dates with 
gentieman. #1318 (exp 1/6 


| AM GORGEOUS 
just wanted to try this. | love 
dark skinned ys. | have a 
great ass, fit, tall, dark, and 
yummy want someone who 
doesn't do this a lot, but maybe 
tned it cause they were bored 

like me, 11352 (exp 1/6/5) 












panion 


Open-minded, discreet, very at 


tractive female is looking for 
you. Be mature, clean, géner 
ous. Sincere replies only 


1173 (exp 1/13/5) 

WATCH ME WATCH YOU 

If you are hot, sexy and adven- 
turous my beautiful blue 

want to watch you play 

WF, 34, 52 









watched then please 
a message. 14437 


THE THINGS | CAN DO 


: WITH MY LEGS 
Frisky, open-minded female 
27, 5'10", with great legs, seeks 


tall and toned wonjan into 
spanking, bondage and r 
play. Make your fantasy c 
true. 4474 (exp 1/13/5) 


| NEED A MASSAGE 
Sexy, tall, tanned, 36, long 
blonde hair, seeks financially 
secure gentleman to pamper 
me. Ready for your massage 
1105 (exp 1/13/05 


BRIANNA 
Sexy, black Barbie doll, looking 
for a discreet sexual encounter. 
38DD, 24, 38. Ebony brown 
skin with a_soft touch. Looking 
to have fun. 9596 (exp 1/20/5) 
| WANT TO BE YOUR 

. KEYHOLDER 

am serious, dominant lady 
who's looking for a real natu- 
rally submissive. partner in my 
area. | am looking for a sub 
missive partner who is D/D tree 
sober, over 6’, good oon in 
ee shape, infelligent, not bi- 
exual, and not into any kind of 
relationship. No masochists. & 
1187 (exp 1/6/5) 


CUM ON ME 

| am looking for people | can 
kick it with who can really turn 
me on in every way! | am look- 
ing for someone who is not 
scared in bed that can just let 
the animal come out and try 
new things. 9765 (exp 1/13 
05) 








UNDER SEXED 
| am ates overworked and 
under sexed! | am looking for a 
little me time! Does anyone 
want to have a little phone fun? 
| do! I'm looking for a person/s 
who are really interested in let- 
ting it all out. 1 want to cum a lot 


and hard. 9896 (exp 2/10/05) 


| NEED DISCIPLINE 
I'm a shy good girl looking for 
someone dominant but caring 
to teach me, discipline me 
spank me, satisfy me and guide 
me into sexual pleasure 
1127 (exp 1/20/05) 


BEND OVER BOYFRIEND 
You think you'd like anal but 
you're not gay: You just want a 
Strong woman to do you hard 
today; Your ass ig a virgin and 
it's Rot and tight; So you"want a 
dominant woman to bend you 
over and do it right. | have éve- 
ry size for every occasion and 
take all-comers, black, white or 
Asian; | can be gentle or | can 
be rough just bend over boy. 
friend dnd show me your muff! 
Whether you have experience 
or not_| know we'll both enjoy it 
a lot. 19625 (exp 1/5/05) 


SENSUOUS AND SEXY 
Fun-loving, attractive, long 
biond hair, petite, hourglass fig- 
ure seeks financially secure 
kind, business executive type 
for mutually, beneficial relation 
ship. Please be serious-mind- 
ed, clean and discreet. %9057 
(exp 1/13/5) 





A BRIEF ENCOUNTER 
am a gorgeous brunette, pe- 
tite, with 4 tight Dody go 
tain biking daily). { like to 







nd have tur 
andielit dinr 


a UZZ 








WHAT AM | DOING? 


Jea what | a 


Mon - Fri 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 





_ COME FIND ME 










y main fe s 
ing, but I'm ver 
and want to indu 
tasies as well. 10 
05 











exp 2 


MISTRESS ANGELINA 


Ebony domina seeking sub- 
2 


missive for lifestyle play 
ve in submissive welcom 
9232 (exp 1/13/5) 


ATTRACTIVE, INTELLIGENT, 
ASSERTIVE BOTTOM 


@ 


| am a 25-year-old BISWF who 


been wantin 








LARGE MEN AND DOCTORS 
have these 
of being a ca’ 





duce me to sex through pun 
ishment for a missed homework 
assignment. | also like the idea 


that ‘my care giver wo 
me to the doctors 


ity 
uty 





the water 
hing sounds o 
2 enjoy each o 





w/ no tattoos, piercings, not into 


swinging. 24089 (exp 2/10/5) 


SASSY, SEXY WOMAN SEEKS.. 
all clean serious male, 30-55 
race open, for D/s and safe oral 
fantasy. | am 5'8”, blonde/biue 
sexy and smart. No smokers 


please. 84431 (exp 1/13 


GIRL OF ADVENTURE... 

seeks wild journey! Sexy, 
spontaneous 34 yr old SWF 
seeks spiritual, creative 


witty, charismatic male, 30- 
40, for all manner of kink 


Cross dressers welcome 
4421 (exp 3/10/5) 


SEXY, TALL, SINGLE 


Kinky, fun SWF, 32, 59°, brown 
hair, blue eyes, great breasts 
Seeking tall, built, honest guy 


into BDSM, D/s and kink 
4416 (exp 1/15/05) 


HOT WET BRIT GIRL 


Attractive college student from 
England, 24, new to Boston, 
needin rough aggressive sex 
1T0 Ibs, nice body 

black hair, green eyes. In need 
of a big strong man to take me 
roughly every which way w 
ran 


I'm 5'6" 


can dream up. Sex with s' 


ers is a big tum on for me t 


9567 (exp v4 2/05) 
MISTRESS SCARLET 


Enter the den of this bodacious 
dominant SWF, 45, with red 
hair and green eyes. Become 
acquainted with my wardrobe 
on you. Sip my sweet tea; be 
reany to obey my every com- 
Taste my Cream till oe 

e 


man 
want to scream. Will train 


ginners. Cross dressers/foot 
worship welcome. @ 9688 (exp 


01/07/05) 


@ 


Attractive, sexy SWF, 32, 5'5" 
brunette, nice Body, 34C. Seeks 
SWM, 30+, for reciprocal oral 
fun, possible LTR. Enjoys exhi 
bitionism, #4089 (exp: 12/30 


05) 
ORALLY PLEASE ME 


am a sexy 32 yr old MWF with 

nice breasts and long golden 
locks. My sex lite has been lack 
ng in recent years - | love re- 
ceiving oral but my husband 
thinks it's dirty. | have a beauti 
ful shaven haven and would 
love for someone to appreciate 
d. Inter- 

further sexual 
exploration. &9566 (exp 1/18/ 


in offere: 





it. Reciproc. 
est in poss 





re) 


oxy brunette 
breasts seeks a tall 
ed man into bondage 


open 


ant fantasies 
school girl & 
the older men in my life intro- 













CHARMING BEAUTY 


adult 


To listen or respond, 


cal 900-787-0814 


Call costs $2.89/minute. Must be 18+. 





BIGGER THE BETTER 











BEAUTIFUL, SEXY EUROPEAN 
pe, blonde, 2 


Model-ty 





COME ONE, COME ALL 


young bionde int 





1051 (exp 01/11/05 


TEACH ME TONIGHT, PLEASE 


Ou 5 a 





LOOKING TO EXPLORE 








SWEET, SEXY NYMPHO 


eyed Hispan 





keep up, let me. ) 
tasies. %9853 (exp 3/01/05 


SARDONIC SWEETIE PIE 
27-year-old redhead with 
brown eyes nt on 
breasts, and a desire to 
you. Please be a smart 
geek wt 
Cats 









COME GET A TASTE 
Smart, open-minded girl looking 
to see who bites! 31 yr old red- 
head with a fiery temper and 
cutting sense of humor seeks 





honest, adventurous, confident 


male. 4426 (exp:01/07/05 


COCOA SENSATION 

| am a statuesque SBF, 27 
62", with beautiful long legs 
am outgoing, inventive and fun 
and | love to both watch and 
_ | would like to meet a tall 
un, flirty guy with a nice bod 
race unimportant. 4450 
(exp:01/07/05) 


BACK FROM HEAVEN 
I'm ready for anything! So let's 
stir up some fun. Call me and 
they'll never let us through the 
gates. Discreet, financially se- 
Cure; gentlemen only. 
2931 (exp:05/06/05) 


SWEET AND SEXY 
Attractive, young blonde with 
long legs. Love to have fun and 
travel. Seeks financially secure 

entiemen for mutually benef 
Cial relationship 
2899 (exp:4/01/05) 


DAYTIME DELIGHTS 
My husband is at work and |'m 
ready to play. Discreet finan- 
cially secure gentlemen needed 
to make my day!%2898(exp:4. 


08/05) 


EROSPHERE LIVE! 
Eavesdrop on real life sex- 
ual encounters. Listen in on 
horny sluts getting plowed 


as they moan and groan 
and beg for more. 

CALL 1-888-281-4502 
Only $1.69/min 


Menseamg 


HIGH NOON 
Secure, attentive and attracti 
professional man (WM 
seeks playfu yretty, p 
woman 20's 40's) for lu 
time or afternoon liaison 
tually 















Metro Boston? Call 617.976.7587 





1393 (exp 2/24/5 


RU CLASSY WITH A WI 
d look VM 






LD SIDE? 
we 


BARE BOTTOM 
Well-traveled, ivy-educated 
WM, 45, seeks mature 
maginative, mischievous 
lady with a penchant for 
erotic spankings. | fancy hu- 
mor, si y, and the 
edges of life. You should be 
proper and sane but spirit- 
ed and romantic, with a w 
ingness to share your se 

$ a are yo 


trusting experienced hand. 
8981 (exp 1/13/5 


CHRISTMAS BILLS 


gie mo ' 
gentieman wo 
for mutually 


(exp:1 





Blonde, biue 
ng for large 
ibs. | love to please you. Large 
breasts, large ass. All calls an- 








swered. | can't wait! %1262 
(exp 12/24 
SEXUALLY BORED HUSBAND 


Mid 40's, 5'8", brown hair and 
eyes, lean build, looking for 
some discreet, no-strings action 
on the side. Must enjoy oral 
both giving and receiving. & 
1108 (1/28/5) 


ASIAN BEAUTY 
Asian beauty sought for amor 
ous interlude by good lookin 
light complexioned middle-age 
professional WM. 1399 (exp 
1/13/5) 


S&M PARTNER 
Dominant, attractive, health 
retired professional, DW 
seeks submissive exhibitio 
female, 40-55,» for mutually 
portive relationship 1107 
‘exp 1/13/5) 


PANTY SLAVE 

SWM 50, young looking, fit, loy 
al, financially secure, disease 
free. Seeks sexually dominant 
woman for long term rela 
ship who is creative, sincere 
and likes her man in panties 
Safe and discrete. No profes 
sionals please. 1106 (exp 1 
13/05 


CLASSY AND SAFE 
WOMAN WANTED 
for some discreet and safe fun 
ofessional MWM 
ture profes 


ts bring a little 




























sional woman 
excitement to e 
Marital status un 
a possibility if we hit it-off. @ 
9050 (exp 1/13 


ORAL 4 WOMEN 40-55 
Older, SWM, 5°4 will fulfill your 
desires. 9867(exp:12/31) 


NICE AND EASY 

S tive, handsome, male 
35,5'9", 170ibs, looking for a 
discreet no strings attached 
rendezvous with a woman 25 
40, race unimportant, ht/wt pro- 
portionate. N/S, drug free only 
1099 (exp 12/30 


Many of the ads in this 
section are Courtesy of 





al 














A web site where men meet 
men. For complete profiles 
and photos go to 
www.m4m-usa.com 
This site has one purpose. 
..to help you get off now! 






managing a Hi 
am both ‘blue and 
can travel all o 


or Mr. Right Away 


30-year-old, straight, clean 
boyish male looking to exper 
ment. Looking for sa’ 
encounters want an older, ed- 
ucated top quality male 
good person who is interested 
in having fun. %9962 (exp 
19/5 


WM 


f you're looking for so 
who is up for anything 
drop me a line. | 'm a very like 
able 





1349 (exp 1/7/5 


| need to get off 
time of day or where it is, | just 
need it, | Know you know what 
just want straight up 
e with anyone that 
get off and just enjoys 


mean 
free 


Are you a married 


queaky 








You work 
shape? 
ng, athlet 





ARE YOU A REAL MAN? 


average 





LOVE THE 

EXPERIENCE 
Are you open-minded and 
ooking for excitement? 
am. |'m looking for willing 
men who love to experi- 
ment with new things. Must 
be tolerant. Age makes no 
difference. 21244 (exp 12 


30) 








OUTER FRINGES OF NORMAL 


am looking for a m 


a 





SEX OR 









ation is 


love or role playing. Blue collar. 
uniform scenes, guys in suits 


9312 (exp 2/30/5 


JUST CURIOUS 


WILLING AGAIN 


1315 (exp 1/6/5) 






YOUNG, FUN, AND FULL OF. 


he 


person and fun to hang out 
with. I'm looking for someone 
that just wants ve a good 





time. Hang out, laugh, talk, ‘chill 
and more. 21316 (exp 1/6/5) 


CURIOUS FOR FUN 


outgoing guy, very 
Like t w ' 


\ 









IT'S SIMPLE, | WANT SEX 








exp 1/6/5) 


ON A REGULAR BASIS 
r bi. or 





WIFE WON'T GET ON HER KNEES? 
,w NMA hung 


JWI taliar 











THE BOSTON PHO 


YVIVIJOHTVMOT 


2. AS 




















EXTREMELY Bi- 





WANT MORE? CHECK 
OUT THE EXTENDED 
EROSPHERE MSM 
SECTION ONLINE AT 
http://classifieds 
bostonphoenix.com/ 


AND SELECT 
EROSPHERE! 


VOLUPTUO 





turous and experimenta 


4223 (exp 1 








_ WHEN | WANT IT 
A am Bisexual who BS tt 
| seek either, “Mr. Right Nn 

like making 









s 


1356 (exp 1/6/5 
THE RIGHT WOMAN 





fe discreet 
) know the right person 


Be a Become friends 





n shape, very willing to try 
it with a man again. 
ng fun, so | am looking for 
someone that loves to laugh 
don't’ play mind games, and 
don't lead people on if there 


nothing there 


love hav- 


LET'S HAVE FUN! 





Let's meet and 
see where it goes from there 





NEED TO BE TAUGHT 


3® 


what dominant with 
also like to be dominated 








enced in the S&M 
1129 (exp 1/6/05 


EXPERIENCED. CREATIVE TOP 


no matter what 
ARE YOU A SEXY WOMAN? 


ollege student 





woman or a group of wo! 
am looking for a hot, s 














CUTE LIL SUBBIE 
GRRRL SEEKS 





Phceanix 


Persona 


To listen or respond using your credit card, 


cal 800-314-7958 





COLLEGE GIRL 


anking and t T44 





COUPLE SEEKS ROUTINE 


PLAYMATE(S) 





cv 


COUPLE SEEKING THIRD 


T14 


AND THEN THERE WERE 3 


COUPLE OR MALE 


T4 “s 


PATIENTLY WAITING 





HIPPY MEETS PUNK 


We are 12 piercings 


head full of dreads, four tat- 
toos, one cool place in JP. 
ellent cat, book lov 


one e 
ers, toke lovers. He 
black and 
rainbows 
yes,” he’s more “no 





are slim, healthy, uniquely 
d of boys and 


ondage, and 





beautiful, fo 
girls, a little b 
maybe a newcom 





anyth 











COUPLES 


and single 








FREE SWING PA 


Small intimate home 





STRAIGHT COUPLES 


We are looking for 





NEWS & FEATURES DECEMBER 


*VCaye 


WADI 38 2 WSI4 +00: 
i | e». & we > >» . 


> ‘ 














GHT COUP 











‘ 
WWW.eOsphere.com 








kkk 
SEEKING COUPLE — 


NM 6H 47 
eyes 

jiscreet 

friendship 


nters 


COUPLES _ 





What's Your 
Pleasure 





HELP ME BE 


nale 


TRANS 











CUDDLY GUY FOR TV/TS 


Tv 


T13 ex 





LET'S DO IT RIGHT 






act 


FANTASIES ARE FUN 








HOT YOUNG DOMME 


sexy, y 








MY FIRST TIME 


for m me bot 








self kinky, 1357 (exp 1/6/5 


INTIMATE GET-TOGETHERS 


WM seek 


VERY OPEN-MINDED 


Tt 


NINA THE SEXY TV 





BRING ME A TV AND I'LL 
DIE A HAPPY MAN 








ha 





) 



















































































17,2004 33 











Phe 


HePSOnals: 


Enix 


WWW. phoenixpeople.com 


To listen and respond call 


617-976-3366 


Must be 18+. (calls cost $2.19/min) 
Outside 617 call 900-226-4492 


To listen and respond 


617-450-8620 


using your credit card call 
from any phone. 








M - Male e F - Female eS 


LOVING/UNCONVENTIONAL 
ving, unconventional, emotional- 
healthy artist, writer, traveler and 
educator, spiritual, steady, lovely 
3ritish-Jamaican, young 40s, 5'6 
slender, passionate, joyful, musi 

a oves wilderness/city walks 
animals, meditation, painting, poet- 

yalleries. Looking for compati- 

ble, creative, educated, healthy 

nan with in mg mind, coura- 
yeous heart 202782 

BEAUTIFUL, BRAINY... 

sexy professional female 36 

bra, non-smoker, never married. 

kids, seeks well-educated 

ntive, affectionate, ro 














an, 28-42, non- 
er. 74829 
SEEKING SOULMATE 


wish female 








exy le 








NATURAL BEAUTIFUL 
Sexy, professional female, 33 
Gemini, non-smoker, divorced, with 
ne teer Looking for someone 
who is well educated, romantic 


and likes to have fun. | like all 











r0n-mater 

nventional 

58 old years. You credit sards 
lleging tete-a-tete, flexible 





appropriate teeth, uncrossed eyes. 
Spiritually evolved, non-gov'/chem 

dependent. 4528501 

| WOULD DATE ME!! 

46-year-old divorced bionde, good 
natured, fun, fit. hopeless romantic 
non-smoker, loves decorating 
reading, beach Sarah Mc 
aughiin, Mot Seeking kind 
37-47 50", 


strol 










passionate S 
quick-witted, som 
through Home 
we don't need a new screen door 


7442780 





even if 






SIMPLE JOYS 
Camaraderie, laughter, intimacy. 
bucket baths under African skies. 
Adventurous, soft-spoken, traveler, 
packs light, progressive, 50, fit, and 
fun. Seeks man with a warm heart, 
courage and a twinkle. Foreign- 
born a plus. Race and age unim- 
portant. Vermont. €9544708 

SEARCHING 
Attractive DWF, 5'2”, N/S, brown 
hazel, affectionate, caring, mature. 
enjoys life and many varied inter- 
ests, and wants to share it with that 
special attractive SWM, 5-69 
friends, maybe lovers. North Shore. 
72478437 

COULD IT BE ME? 
Cute, sociable SWF, 33, seeks 
handsome SB/HM, for sharing 
nights on the town, quiet evenings. 
dancing, playing pool, sporting 
events, movie nights. My friends 
see me as one of the guys, believe 
me | don't look anything like a guy. 
78577156 

GIFT WRAP NOT NECESSARY 

Loving and being loved is the 
greatest gift of all. Cute, passion- 
ate, widowed WF, seeks spirited 
Santa, 59+, with whom to enjoy the 
holidays. 4267095 

SKY'S THE LIMIT 
SF, young 57, blue eyes, enjoys 
musical theater, fine dining, all 
types of music, jazz, dancing 
working out, seeking compatible 
SM, 53-60, for dating and possible 
relationship. 9526110 

BODYGUARD 
Needed. Young female, mid 20s 
would like to interview with the per- 
fect man to see if it’s mutual. I'm 
very attractive. | enjoy intelligence 
and challenges. 4531844 

A MUST 00 
SWF, 65, 5’8", N/S, attractive, well- 
groomed, active, caring, thoughtful 
considerate, enjoys fun, laughter 
seeks SWM, 75-78, N/S, for friend- 
ship, possible romance. 7532517 

DOWN-TO-EARTH AND SWEET 
SWF, 20, 5'6”, light brown hair 
green-biue eyes, looking for SM 
18-24, for friendship or more 
7P539670 

FRIENDS AND FUN 


French Canadian yn Native 








American currently lookin 
friends and fun. Leave me a 
sage and | will be sure to get back 
to you. #9526723 

TRUE COLORS 
Down-to-earth SWF, 44, 5'5 
smoker, artist, enjoy 
music, dining out, and 





ing. Seeking laid-back ONC 
SWM. 35-6 non-smoker, for 
asual dating, possible lor Y 
nshit jonest 


725788: 

















Single ¢ D - Divorced ¢ Wi 





JAM BAND LOVER 
Ready for Dinner and Dancing, lov- 
ing music, laughing, and intellect. | 
am honest, friendly, 28, open, and 
into crosswords. | have long blonde 
hair, am 5'2", with a nice figure 
Let's have fun together! 4543928 
LOOKING FOR A FRIEND 
Attractive SWF, 33, seeks attrac 
tive SH/BM to have lots of fun with 
Enjoys cozy nights in, or exciting 
nights out. 49543895 
LET'S EAT SOUP! 
| like being in the water naked. 
Beyonce, spaghetti, and being with 
other lovely spontaneous, original 
thinkers. Be creative with dating and 
getting to know each other. 46, so 
be around my age. Be funny, sexy. 
and loving life, like me. #7543933 
MATURE TALL BLONDE 

Tall, blonde, attractive older female 
seeking an intelligent, healthy 
good-looking SM, 60-75, for fun 





and adventure. 4525368 
EASYGOING 





5-68, hon- 


hy with a 


DON’ T Miss ‘OUT 
DHF, 39, 5'6 Olbs, N/S, likes to 
watch movies, dine out, take long 
trips, seeks romantic, honest, sin 
ere SHM, 40-48, N/S. 4543654 
DOWN-TO-EARTH, PRETTY 
Smart, kind SWF, adventurous and 
spunky. interests are traveling, sail 








ng, swimming, music, art, non-fic- 
tion human rights issues 
Seeking unconventional SM, 40- 








with integrity and compassion 
2n-smoker, no drugs. 47930307 
SINGLE AGAIN 
WF, 46, coming out of a long-term 
relationship, open-minded liberal 
ry for fun, like-minded man 
33-60. #508375 
FRIENDSHIP 
A warm SJF, love learning, ideas 
Judaism, spiritual growth, compar 
ative religion and philosophy, clas- 
sical and world music. Seek new 
friends for learning reativity 
tual support, growth. %°532816 
” SEEKING RENAISSANCE MAN 
Fun-loving, tall, slender, forty- 
something SBF, Pats fan, seeks 
adventure-loving SM, 47-57, who 
enjoys the outdoors, the world of 
eas, comedy, reading, science 
jazz and cuddling. If you run with 
the wolves, enjoy a good sword 
fight, and pondering the spiral neb- 
ula andromeda, let's meet for cof- 
fee. 7528308 
STOP, LOOK AND LISTEN... 
to this petite, vivacious senior, who 
loves the beach, movies, and quiet 
times. Looking for a sincere gentie- 
man, if we are compatible, please 
call and we can meet. #9427201 
IT’S A GREAT BIG WORLD 
Attractive SWF, 43, 5’8”, smoker, 
black/brown, enjoys music, sports, 
weekend getaways, seeks SWM 
35-50, to get out there and enjoy 
the worid with. 4528884 
BLACK WOMAN... 
seeks white male. SBF, 36, Cap- 
ricorn, N/S, seeks attractive Euro- 
pean SWPM, 39-50, N/S, intelli- 
gent, handsome, well-educated, 
very ambitious, who loves to stay in 
shape. 7684252 
JESUS IS LORD 
Christian woman, 42, seeks solid 
Christian male, 35-50, to share life 
with. Must love animals and want 
to have children. 47508989 
LOVELY SEASON... 
t lovely people. Pretty SAF 
black hair, hazel eyes 
loves music, especially the biues 
Seeking other free spirit in a single 
gentleman, open to all possibilities 
232933 
GREAT SMILE 
Beautiful, vibrant, funny, educated 
BF, 29, 5'9”, 140lbs, who loves to 
travel, enjoys good conversation 
nature, laughter, and long kisses 
Seeking caring and stable gentle- 
man with warm loving heart 
400248 














Widowed ¢ G - Gay ® Bi - Bisexual ¢ W 


BRUNETTE BOMBSHELL 
Beautiful female with great hair, 36 
5'4”, warm heart. loves music from 
Dire Straits to Celia Cruz, lounging 
on the beach, exercising, hot apps 
and cool drinks. Seeking passion- 
ate, down-to-earth, naturally fit quy 
with dark hair and light eyes. 
267801 

SKS INTERRACIAL LOVE 
Professional, African-American SF 
31, 52”, auburn/brown, medium 
build, looking for professional 
SWM, 30-36, never married, no 
children, non-smoker, drug-free 
who's a gentleman, outgoing, 
spontaneous, loves socializing 
museums, walks in Boston, shop- 
ping, movies, picnics, daytrips 
Please be college-educated, pro- 
fessional, serious. 42262360 

EVOLVED 
5'8” brunette, 37, you'll always see 
me laughing or smiling. Love walks 
around the city, reading outside. 
Bruce Springsteen, Tandoori cook- 
ing, wine tasting. Searching for that 
funny, s t, evolved gentleman 
who must cross my path! 4267720 
TRULY “ALIVE” 
jured, honest Latina profes: 


sional, 43, 5'3”, dark hair and eyes 











moker, great sense of mor 
enjoys salsa music, dining out 
people with spirit Seeking honest 


fun-loving, lively male 40-50 


200879 
ADVENTUROUS IN S END 
Live in South End, enjoy city life 
travel to St. Petersburg, love cl: assi- 
cal and jazz r 
Hall weekly. Like 
of cheerful, intelligent gentleman 
w/SOH. Would like to meet human 
being, 60s, to share company/diffi 
culties of life. 4232233 
PROGRESSIVE SWF, 37 
Seeks man with similar values/pol- 
itics for long-term relationship. I'm 
warm, sensual, down-to-earth 
reddish-brown/blue-green, love 
cooking, dancing, spending time 
with those | love. Looking for emo- 
tionally mature gentleman who's 
nterested in commitment, sharing 
some of these activities and much 
more! #8952185 
ADVENTURE FOR TWO 
Graceful, slender, WiWF, 54, 5’6 
seeks thoughtful, active, witty man 
for dinner, conversation, adven- 
ture committed relationship 
Greater Boston area. 42288767 
ROMANTIC, INTELLIGENT 
Attractive blonde, 5'2”, full-figured 
(not huge), in search of SM, 48-52 
blue-collar preferred, South Shore 
area. Loves interesting conversa- 
tion, music, have great personality, 
(your mother would love me!). All 
the goodies you're seeking 
wrapped up in one package. No 
games. 419683 
FINE YOUNG FEMALE 
Single Brazilian/Cape Verdean 
female, 19, 5'2”, 110lbs, employed, 
loves dancing, going out. Looking 
for a genuinely nice guy, 23-35, 
who wants a serious relationship. 
Holler back. #429811 
SMART AND SWEET 
non-smoking and auburn haired 
SWF, 33, 59 seeks an outgoing, in 
shape guy 27-40, 6'0+ who likes 
concerts, films and enjoys thai 
food. 77455040 
ACTIVE EARLY RETIREE 
Attractive former computer profes- 
sional, small, 5'2”, 115ibs, blonde, 
58, libertarian, seeking active 
hiker, into bicycling, kayaking; eth- 
nic food, dance music (also early 
and classical), travel, bike and eco- 
tourism, archeology, shamanism 
and reading philosophy, alternative 
spirituality, history, natural and 
social sciences. 49464981 
ROMANTIC SENIOR 
Very pretty DWF, 65, 5’6”, average 
weight, very young-looking, N/S 
long blonde/blue, great personality, 
seeks man, 62-75, N/S, 5'9” and 
up, for LTR. 42980178 
COLLEGE GOOD TIMES 
22-year-old black female that 
attends college, would like to meet 
a nice guy to chill with. Laid back 
and soft-spoken, but always ready 
for a laugh. TP466862 








WOULD YOU DARE? 

Quirky, groovy female, 49, with a 
35-year-old mentality and figure 
5'4", curvy figure, loves Harleys. 
blues, sci-fi. Seeks SM with wild 
sense of humor, willing to pick me 
up on his mean motor scooter 
Watch the moonlight shimmer in 
my jade mermaid eyes. Tattoos/ 
long hair a+. 4937174 

RED SOX FAN 
SWF, 22, cute, intelligent, fun, spon- 
taneous, enjoys cooking, reading 
art. Looking for man who likes 
movies, conversation, dining out or 
Staying in. Friends first, possible 
long-term relationship. 7260282 


0) ELECTRICITY 


Attractive, very young-looking 
SWF, 49, 5'2”, environmentalist, 
animal-lover, music enthusiast. | 
enjoy exotic cuisines, day trips. 
adult ed classes, lively conversa- 
tion, and laughter. Seeking real 
rapport, with appealing and engag- 
ing SWM. Boston area and vicinity. 
37-50. 78442760 


Bey BETTER LIVE! 


Auburn-haired female, 38, 5'4 
biue-gray eyes, great smile, loves 
Rex Sox games, bike rides along 
the Charles, Thai food, hiking, U2 
if you're a tall, toned guy, | could be 
the love of your life. Piercing green 
eyes a+! T232931 
NEW YORK CITY GIRL 
Now living in Cambridge. Attractive 
DJF, 40, seeking male, 40-60, who 
loves theatre, movies, live music 
and romantic dinners as much as | 
do. 49221948 
RUNS WITH SCISSORS 
DWF, 60s, iconoclast interested in 
theatre, movies, outdoors, art, spir- 
ituality. Seeking emotionally aware 
politically liberal, humorous man 
with similar interests. Mensch a 
plus. 4926274 
BROWN-EYED GIRL 
Pretty blonde, 50, 5'6”, security 
guard, degree in bio-chemistry 
(getting back into that field), inter- 
ests include classical music, knit- 
ting, embroidery, videos, chatting 
with friends. Searching for intelli- 
gent man, 48-60. 4#270915 
THE GAME OF LIFE 
Dark-haired SF, 23, with a great 
smile, is always having a good 
time. Into Rasta jams, shopping 
sharing good jokes. Wants to see if 
a SM, 20s, is willing to take a risk 
and play. %#232920 
RAPUNZEL AWAITS PRINCE 
Gorgeous locks, beautiful slim fig- 
ure, Classy, intellectual, accom- 
plished, tender-hearted. 40s, 
Jewish. Pining in tower for tall 
courtly, gallant Mozart lover. For 
marriage, children. %P885979 
GOLDEN GIRL 
Romantic, slim, blonde SWF, young 
40s, enjoys music, beaches, dining 
out, romance. Seeking attractive, in 
shape S/DWM, 40-52, medium- 
athletic build, for serious, romantic 
relationship. 49472769 
LIFE TO ITS FULLEST 
SWPF, 35, South Shore, attractive 
passionate, spirited, warm, ground- 
ed and fun, seeks SWM, 30-44, a 
realist, who's kind, healthy and 
secure, for friendship or possible 
LTR+. 2892380 
GIFT WRAP NOT NECESSARY 
Cute, petite, passionate WiWF, 
seeks romantic spirited Santa 58+ 
with whom to enjoy the holidays 
and beyond. 9868174 
PRETTY IRONIC 
Pretty, slender, tall SF, 44, fun 
upbeat and adventurous, loves 
music, the outdoors, lively and 
intelligent conversation. Seeking 
attractive, outdoorsy intellectual 
with varied interests. %412670 
JUST LOOKING! 
Friendly SWF, 23, 5'6, hazel eyes. 
Looking for a guy with a sweet 
smile. | like the White Stripes and 
visiting art museums. 7478134 
DRUMMAH SEEKS MUSE 
SBF, thick and shapely, 40, loves 
music, art, a good read, and adven- 
ture. Seeks SBM, 35-55, for dating 
and possibly more. 4454275 


RED HAIR AND READY. 
Fun loving, flame haired profes- 
sional DWF, 45, who is honest, 
intelligent and enjoys art, walking 
and a variety of foods. Seeking 
honest, non-smoking male of simi- 
lar age for fun times and who 
knows?! 7454884 
HAZEL EYED AND CARING 
Hazel eyed SWF, 40 seeks an hon- 
est WM, 35-45, who is taller than 
5'5, no bad habits and willing to 
commit to a serious relationship 
This beauty likes to travel while lis- 
tening to alternative and folk music 
Call her now! %454926 
SEEKING ADVENTURE 
Sales/Marketing female, 49, 5'7 
seeks a male who enjoys a man 
that can keep up with her! She 
likes adventures especially hiking 
and skiing. Enjoy her company 
over sushi and music ranging from 
jazz to the Beatles. 7P454928 
ATHLETIC BEAUTY 
This athletic, friendly, and adven 
turous DWF, 5”3, 38 is searching 
for a taller man, 38+. She enjoys 
making crafts and lis to 
Christian music, so if you are a non 
smoker and fun and friendly, call 
her today. 7454961 
NO SERIOUS COMMITMENT 
Petite, SWF, 25, 5'2 travel nurse is 
seeking a fun, laid back guy who is 
around 27 and taller than 5'5. If 
you're looking for a fun, non-seri 
ous relationship, you've come to 
the right place. 454972 
ZANY BRAINY GIRL 
But | still love to party! Super tall 
goofy bespectacled girl, 22, into 
Modest Mouse and creating home- 
made Italian dishes. Looking for a 
hot boy to party with and cof 
fee in the morning. #477993 
ROMANTIC ASIAN GAL 
Petite SAF, 25, looking for love 
With a sexy smile and a sensitive 
personality, you'll fall head over 
heels. Plus | make wicked good 
flan for dessert! 477998 
SEXY GREEK GODDESS 
Seeking my god. I'm a sweet, con 
siderate romantic girl, 22, looking 
for the same in a man. He has to 
be giggly, funny, and sweet. He 
should love to spend time together 
no matter what we do...even be 
sick together and eat soup! 
478008 
COLD AS ICE 
Blonde hair, blue eyes, flirty and 
outgoing - what more could you 
ask for?! 22 year old Michael 
Jackson fan seeking men to wrap 
round my little finger. 4°478015 
A GIVING MAN 
Beautiful sexy 4'11 SF, 21, is look- 
ing for a giving man. So if you like 
to eat asian food, are tall and inter- 
ested in a casual fling and/or the 
love of your life pick up your phone 
now. %478109 
FUN SEEKER 
This funny, serious, and often shy 
blue-eyed blonde bombshell, 5’7, 
25 years old is looking for long 
walks, laughs, and TONS of fun 
Do you have what it takes? | enjoy 
asian food and REM. %478113 
AWESOME BACK RUBS 
Sexy, curvy SWF, 25, 5'7”, piercing 
blue eyes. | am an excellent cook 
and love animals. | give the best 
back rubs you'll ever encounter. 
7478120 
INDIAN BOMBSHELL 
Tall, leggy, thin and funny SF, 5'10, 
18 years old is looking for a toned 
handsome man with nice eyes and 
taller than 6’. Into reggae music 
movies, shopping and soul food 
478122 
OUTGOING AND FUN 
Fun loving, outgoing blonde SF, 34 
5'4 and thin, seeking a gorgeous 
tall man. This spontaneous woman 
loves adventure. %P478126 
LATINA LOVER 
SHF, 5'6”, brown hair and eyes. 
radiant smile. Friends describe me 
as fabulous so you're bound to 
have a good time! | like dancing 
clubbing and sunbathing (season- 
ally of course!). Seeking a tall, in 
shape guy with a smile to match 
mine. 4478140 
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BUBBLY PERSONALITY 
SWF, 29, great stile! Brown hair 
and eyes. Into Whitney Houston 
Interested in meeting new people 
and visiting new places. Looking 
for a friend first...and then who 
knows? Give me 5 minutes and it 
will be for life. 4478143 
MASCULINE MAN SOUGHT 
39 year old brunette, 5’9, silly, loyal, 
spontaneous and girlie. | enjoy 
weekends in NYC and baseball. | 
love Van Halen and Earth, Wind & 
Fire. lf you're a manly man and 
looking for the love of your life, let's 
talk more... 4478146 
QUIRKY GIRL FOR YOU 
Petite brown eyed brunette, 5'3, 20 
years old - looking for a short guy. 
I'm quirky and enjoy music, TV, and 
card games. 7478152 
A FUN PERSONALITY 
Sweet 21 year old looking for fun 
adventures and great times. 5'3' 
nice eyes, enjoys Led Zeppelin and 
going out for drinks. What are you 
waiting for? Pick up the phone! 
478157 
ARE YOU A COOK? 
Do you cook? Do you like hide and 
go seek? Well this 23 yr old ener- 
getic: petite brunette does...and 
she wants you to play with her! 
Make sure you're confident, clean 
tall with a good sense of humor. 
7478163 
DUCK TOUR FOR 27 
This quirky, blonde 25 yr old is 
looking for you. Are you funny 
smart, and toned? Well you just 
might be the one for her. She's 
looking for someone interested 
and interesting to share her mac n 
cheese with! 7478166 
CHICA LOCA 
Tall latina with a sexy body and 
beautiful brown eyes seeking a hot 
Italian guy. Shorter guys get extra 
points. You should be smart and 
make me feel good. #7478168 
POSITIVE AND UPBEAT 
This blonde 47 year old SF with a 
great smile is looking for true love 
Likes include Ray Charles, gour- 
met food and skiing. Seeking a tall 
loyal man. %478180 
CURVACEOUS BABE 
This SF, 28 years old, 5’6 is looking 
for a dark haired, tall guy who loves 
to smiie and have fun. Do you have 
what it takes? Are you ready for a 
fun loving, adventurous girl who 
lives to party? 7478186 
LIFE IS TOO SHORT... 
Life is too short so have fun! That's 
the motto of this 21 year old, green 
eyed blonde. She's looking for a 
tall, dark, and fit man to be the love 
of her live. Don't apply unless you 
can cook. 9478191 
ARE YOU READY? 
Are you ready for this fun loving 5'2 
brunette? This brown eyed beauty 
is looking for a tall, handsome man 
to play with. Into G Love, playing 
scrabble and shopping. Could you 
be the one? 478199 
MS. THING 
Beautiful, outgoing, smart black 
mother, a young looking 50, looking 
for BM aged 35-50. | like chilling to 
the sounds of Nas, playing poker 
and steak & lobster. You be 
employed and over 6’ tall. 4478203 
ON THE PROWL 
Are you interesting in just dating? 
Well this 5'10”, 24 year old outgo- 
ing SF is looking for you. You be 
tall, dark, fun, and spontaneous. | 
like football, steak, hip hop & guys 
that smoke cigars. 72478207 
JUST CONVERSATIONAL 
This beautiful 5'7, 34 yr old female 
with luscious lips is looking for a 
friendly conversation and it could 
be with you. If you're honest, sensi- 
tive, and honorable, that is. Let's 
talk over steak and a game of pool 
7478211 
A VERY GOOD TIME 
| like to have fun and go to the gym 
| enjoy poker & Kenny Chesney. | 
am 5'3, green eyed, blonde haired 
and 21 years old. If you like to 
party, don't hesitate, call me now. 
7478214 
YOU HAVEN'T MET.. 
You haven't met crazy until you've 
met me. I'm 5'1, 25 years old, and 
single looking for the love of my life 
: ‘ou're tall, handsome, quiet, and 
VE strawberries and whipped 
aan call me. #9478217 
I'M YOURS... 
I'm a 5'4 SF looking for a guy with 
a dog and a fridge stocked with 
beer and pizza. If you're tall, funny, 
and rich please apply for the job 
The only obstacle...you have to like 
my mom. 478224 
MISCHIEVOUS SPRITE 
Playful, fit, spirited SWF, 36, seeks 
adventurous soulmate and friend. | 
am holistic, creative, courageous 
and kind. Also goofy and smart 
Walks and long conversation are 
my thing. Looking fora very good 
man. 477640 
DJ DEVITTO 
The first thing you'll notice about 
me are my eyes, and my toned 
muscles am browr/hazel, 5'2 
and slim because | work out regu- 
larly. | am ry friendly and love 
seafood, The Barking Crab is my 
fav. #479385 
FUN, FUN, FUN, FUN! 
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Placing your FREE ad 
5 fun ways to choose from (we'll take it any way 
you want to give it to us!): 


1. Call 617-450-8761 


2. Email your ad along with your name, 
address & phone number to 
phoenixpersonals@phx.com 


3. Online - Log on to 
www.phoenixpeople.com and complete the 
online form and click submit. 


4. Snail mail - send in the form in the 
Personals section 


5. Or... Technophobic? Out of stamps? Drag 
your butt down to our offices at 126 Brookline 
Ave., Boston to place your ad in person 


Once you've submitted your ad we'll contact you 
with your voicemail box info and details on how 
to record your greeting and retrieve messages. 





Composing an Ad 


A simple 3 step process (kind of like the waltz): 


1. Choose a category (WSM, MSW, MSM, WSW 
or | Spy). 


2. Think up a snappy eye-catching headline. Headlines 
can be up to 20 characters in length. 


3. Let it flow — write your ad! First 40 words are free. 
Additional words are $2 each. 


The rules: no phone numbers, last names or addresses 
(email or mailing). 


Don't know what to say? Complete our mail-in 
form and we'll write your ad for you. 





Responding to an Ad 


Select an ad (or ads) and grab the phone! 


Call 617-976-3366 (18+, Calis cost $2.19/min) 
and enter the 2 box number of the ad that caught your 
eye. 


Outside Metro Boston? Cal! 900-226-4492 
Calls cost $2.19/min. 


Prefer to use your credit card to respond? 


Call 617-450-8620 


Who says you can’t find love on sale? 
Call 617-450-8761 to buy blocks of time 


at a discount! 
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LOVE AND SEX 
lam a sexy 19-year-old that does 
not want anything too serious 


ARE YOU LOOKING 2? 
green-eyed brunette 
Madonna and partying seeks 


ICE SEXY 
love going driving around with my 
friends, mix CD's and hip hop. I’m 


Petite 





funny and flirty, very full of life, and right now. | like beach days, skin dark, handsome, funny male 
would be up for Monopoly. I'd love ny dipping, with cold waves all Hopefully I'm not asking for too 
to meet another funny guy, that is around me, sO we can warm much! 482278 

cute, and loves lasagna (you don't each other later. |. am sponta I'LL BE YOUR LOLLIPOP 


have to, but | do). 4479391 
| LOVE PINK! 


neous, tall, and toned. Love men 


Personality is cool, muscles are 
with good abs, but not necessary 


hot! Tall, blue eyed party gal with a 


(the color, not the singer!) | also at all. 7482228 hot body seeking tall, tan guy to 
have a burning desire to become a ARE YOU watch football with, hang at the 
fashion designer, so in the inim- Hot? Sassy? Sincere? Loyal? beach and for possible casual rela 


itable words of Madonna “I'm 
gonna dress you up for my love”! 
Let's look dapper in pink together! 
7482203 

PAPER AND COFFEE 
| listen to the Stones, and have a 
nice mouth. | am tall and have an 
off beat sense of humor. Very politi- 
cally minded, so be able to con- 
verse about what is going on in the 
world. 24-year-old looking for some 
to cook vodka penne for. 7482204 

SOUTHERN BELLE 
lam a slender 26-year-old, who is 
looking to meet the right guy. We'll 
have fun playing tennis, and watch 
ing baseball games at the bar 
What do you think? Tall and intelli 
gent please. 482208 


Funny? Intriguing? Accomplished? of humor a 
Spontaneous? If you answered 
yes to all of the above then you 
may be eligible to win a prize 
me! Terms and conditions apply 
leave your name and number 
7482231 
VODKA!!! 

The best way to start the weekend! 
If you agree and dig the color blue 
then this 24 yr old chic chick in 
fashion merchandizing would like 
to hear from you as possible 
boyfriend material. 4482240 

BE CONFIDENT 7 
| am curvy with a great top area Talen 
25, 5'2” and very honest. | love the vee 
ocean, and confident ama 
bit on the goofy/crazy side but not 


tionship. Silly sense 
plus. 482290 
EXOTIC LATINA 
| know I've been looking for you 
and we just haven't run inte 
other yet. | love shopping (no 
your money) and goir Y 
with strawberries 
spritzer. | am flirty (w 
and funny like dark-s 
but this is not a must. | Ii 
to folk and hip hop: a variety kind 
of girl! 47482293 
PETITE BEAUTY 
to shop, go dancing, play 
and lis 
S mpson sound 


let's meet! 








mer 








Ashlee 






Dyes 

a a MY SPORTS hota , in a bad way, just in a fun way. Let's an Sg FA gelatin fF 

5-year-old woman who is into catch an Aerosmith concert togeth tice abou e is my hai 
math and physics, so | hope you : eraaierid mabe p der oy ‘T 482296 


er, grab a corn dog, and take the 
long way home. ‘482242 

SEXY EYES 
31-year-old with green eyes, and 
brown hair. | love hanging out with 


can keep up. | am also toned and 
easy to laugh, you be too! | have 
big blue eyes, brown hair, and thin 
| want to meet the love of my life, so 
get out of my dreams and into my 


ALL AMERICAN 
Looking for Mr. All American that 
wouldn't dream of voting for Bush 
but still knows the old fashioned 
rules of dating. Sweep m 




























































car! 5 my friends, developing lasting e off my 
car! 7482215 reelicratins Bmp Pee mh feet while we listen to U2, slow 
GIRL FOR ALL SEASONS feel tovel towarde. | em: ver Jance, and gaze into each others 
| love to snow board in winter and dependable and hAneet = y eyes. Only looking to date right 
wish for snow but I'm psyched be 106 ie vip in it € 5 he Ye now, but still want some romance 
neh pa arrives as | also like he 1482. b . . ”" wn J ie ne oe idst. 4482303 
to surf and hang at the beach 
Favorite movie is Actually BLUE CRUSH j BRING ME ONE 
favorite mag is Cos favorite my favorite movie ve to surf Outgoing and fun 19-yea 
man is you 48 g and are oard ‘and attend fast “ 
CASUAL FLING ion design sc “$ Do be she os vd 
am peti’ blue \ an sound like your future girlfriend ¢ H 
ocean’ with Blond hair complete | %°482260 bring me a fing! 482306 
the beachy metaphor of water and BLONDE AND BLUE _FUN N’ SEXY LADY 
sand. | am excited to begin some- SWF, 20, 55”, blue eyes, blonde Sexy SF, 25, 5'11", beautiful hazel 
thing new with someone, but not for very outgoing. Enjoys TV game eyes, brown hair. Frie Say 'm 
a serious commitment. | like bungee shows and steak. Seeking tall optimistic. | love puppies & sun 
jumping, Dave Matthews, and car SWM with sense of humor sh ne! | also love basketball and 
ing personable men. 1482224 TF 482262 Bone, Thugs n’ Harmony! Shop 
1AM WALK READ SMILE Js0_ Perot ele hae! (ina 
fun and sassy, want to know | am a mid 20's girl just graduat me happy. Seeking a tall hand 
more? Well if you're a dry witted yet ed from college. | want to find some mare Friends first 
sincere, smart and fun loving kind something more than whe 482309 
of guy then maybe I'll clue you in found in college, something m SPUNKY GIRL 
7482226 meaningful, something more m lookin’ for a party atmosphere 
LOVE THE BERKSHIRES? vibrant. | like Bjork for her spunky relationship. Let's play be ay rout 
Me too! This fun, friendly, green sense of music style, and | love tc pasia S 
eyed brunette with a good body eat as healthy y as possible, but ore. 
would like to meet a man to share dancin 








arnal pleasures and more and toned. My 
Prese Ntation is everyth 


well groomed. 7482235 
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by answerologyu 


The Numbers Game 


THIS WEEK’S QUESTION 


A Good-Time Girl (Boston, 22-25, PR) asked: 

Why do guys get your number at a bar and then never 
call? What's the point in getting it if you're not going to 
use it? 


THIS WEEK’S TOP ANSWERS 

A Good-Time Guy (Camb., 29-35, Finance) answered: 

Ah, yes. The old "take-the-number-and-never-call" gag. I've 
done this myself, so I'm guilty, too. Here’s the scoop: 
you've had about thirty-seven rum & cokes and you start 
CTs talking to a girl. Maybe you're dating someone else; maybe 
you're from out of town; maybe you really think you're going to call her. 
















A week later, you find a crumpled up napkin with a number on it. You 

vaguely remember the woman behind the number ("Dude," says your 
buddy when you ask him if he remembers her, “she was so hot!"), but 
you've met someone new since then. So you keep the napkin in your 
apartment for a few months, looking at it from time-to-time, until one 

day you have no idea what it's doing there. So you throw it out. 







And you know what? I've had women take my number and never call 
me — and | HATE IT. So let's vow right now never to do it again, and 
thus, Answerology will have made the world a better place. 











An Intellectual Guy (Chestnut Hill, 22-25, Student) answered: 
Why? Just to see if they can get it. Some of the greatest 
enjoyment guys get is not necessarily the stuff they do 
with their lady friends (the physical stuff), but rather what 
’ they did to get the girl in the first place. 





Me and my friends are always trading stories about how we approach 
different girls and get their phone numbers. It's exciting that a woman 
who doesn't even know you would actually give you her phone num- 

ber. We trade techniques and marvel about which ones work best. 












At The Phoenix’s Answerology, you can ask the opposite sex anything. To ask end 
answer questions yourself, and to browse over 1 million Q&A's, The Phoenix invites 
you to sign up for free by going to www.BostonPhoenix.com and clicking on “Love 
Q&A” on the left side of the page under “Classifieds”. 


www.BostonPhoenix.com/loveq&a. 


Bisexual ¢ 
































































































































To listen and respond call 


617-976-3366 


Must be 18+. (calls cost $2.19/min) 
Outside 617 call 900-226-4492 
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W - White e B - African Amer 


AWESOME BODY 
have green eyes and blonde 
like dancing and guys even 

fazy and exciting 
around. | can always entertain my 
self, but enjoy myself more wher 
m with someone else. | want t 








Jate, a fling, or a real relationship. 
7482319 

ASIAN GIRL 
SAF, 25, beautiful smile, 5'7” with 


good sense of humor weeks a 
warm body at night! | enjoy sushi 








istening to Usher and playing 
Taboo. If you're a tall, funny 
ther ets meet for coffee 
482357 


FIESTY ITALIAN GIRL 


Young 25-year-old that listens t 
Jsher and goes clubbing 
am very nionated 








sor 
me as well 


eone with 








Jebate Ww 0k yOu pasta 
yr get FP 48236 3 
GIRL ‘GONE CRAZY! 
irvaceous. silly brunette 






with 2 butt that 


shopping 





WORK OUT GIRL 
want someone with a vibrant per 
sonality that wil nstantly be 











keeping me on my toes, be a 
match 2 in tennis, for dating 
ng, maybe mor 
brown, 5'5 26 years 

TP 482368 
DREAMS COME TRUE 


blue eyed, lea 





"PICNICS AND THE BEACH 


am an athletically built, bright 

















J woma’ € blond/blue and 
n need of you. You be t 
taller than me. We can eat Pad 
hai and see where the 





leads. Casual or long 
7482376 

X BOX LOVER 
et's play video games anc 
movies. | am a size 4, § 



























~ MOM OF THREE DAUGHTERS 
Petite SBF 31 en 
J, likes time < 
walk 







per c 
529274 
VICTORIA'S SECRET 
A purring cat, a f£ 
the smell 
hallenging puzz a 
gentle breeze on a balmy day. Your 
secret? 49467156 
ATTRACTIVE, UNIQUE 
amazingly young-looking, 57-year 
old woman, smooth skin, creative 
poet, outgoing but likes quiet too 
arts and culturally-oriented, seeks 
attractive, professional, person- 
able, good-natured, reasonably fit 
man, 45-60, honest, considerate 
kind; | am. %P505066 
PROVIDENCE WITCH 
40-year-old cute red-headed wo- 
man looking for fun new friends 
into music, metaphysics, majick 
green things, romance and adven- 
ture. All stable, mature, silly, cool 
creative, goddess loving men wel- 
come to apply. 4410726 
“NEW TO PROVIDENCE 
e a(n): sense of the 
j.. “The Office"); bond 














with dogs/ca probing intelli 
gence; appreciation of well- 
informed ersation? Ener 





passionate, 58” 40+ 
writer seeks 5'10+/30+ unin- 
dicted co-conspirator to show 
me Providence and environs 
T 289638 


OFF CENTER HUMOR 

SWM, 26, 6’, brown/green, listens 
to Faith No more. Seeking SWF 
with oddball sense of humor as 
well, who can make me laugh. 21- 
30. 47988762 

ONE OF A KIND 
Fit, fun-loving SWM, 43, likes din- 
ing out, weekend get-aways, trips 
to the movies. Seeking fit, person- 
able, friendly female, 31-55, who 
loves to laugh. Possibly learn to 
golf together? 49990397 

TAKE A CHANCE 
Sensitive positive man, 35, physi- 
cian, financially stable, enjoys the 
finer things in life, looking for the 
right woman to treat like a queen. | 
am looking for a classy and ele 


getic, fur 
















gant lady. Could it be you? 
7571925 
SQUEAKY CLEAN! 

SWM, young 46, muscular 5'9 
180ibs, in shape Army 2 
jogger see man 
mu utual p Your limits 

2 7560 


i f RED SOX NATION 


Avid Sox fan, 48, professional 
SW\M, kind, caring, great sense of 


humor, enjoys comedy/romance 
movies, and Chinese food. Seeks 
going, cute, SPF, 34-48, non 
»ker, heart of gold, who likes 


eceiving roses and laughing a lot 
77936840 


To use your credit card call 


617-450-8620 


Hispanic @ A 


LET'S MEET 
am new to the area. This WM 
early 30s, no children, is looking t 
mee’ t a WF, 22-34, for friendshir 
dating. and more. %9548877 
SHOW YOURS 
I'll show mine. SWM, 48, tall, slirr 
smoker, searching for a petite 
white or latin female, who is bubbly 


has a sense of humor, open-mind- 





ed. playful, sometimes erotic, whc 
S comfortable in s to Victoria 
Secret. Enioys dining, walks, the 


noe 





Patriots, NASCAR, and 
ings at home 53222 
JAZZ LOVER 

wine merchant whc 
jazz/dlues, fine wine 
and dining out 


WM, 48, ¢ 
njoys live 
seeks SWF, 35-4 


with similar interests. 49963454 


ALOT TO OFFER 












AM, 26, non-smoker, no childrer 
Ws Diay 
} ja 4 
atch m Aen 2: 541 
NEWTON AREA ONLY 
rofess: author 





listener, spontaneous. Seeks well 
educated WF, 51-65, with a sense 
r. 7432534 

UPBEAT 


am 29, and looking for a womar 








HOPELESS ROMANTIC 


Tall, slim SWM 38, medi 











exotic 








955673 























i n. 153448 
CONNECTION 
nally available 
SBM, 42, enjoys mc 
and sports. Seeks connection 





with a communicative, easy-goinc 
1 fun woman for friendship or 
term relationship. Cail if this 
ibes you. 4463053 

CATCH OF THE DAY 
SWM, 24, stable, looking for sexy 
girl to go dinner, see a 
movie, hit the clubs, get to know. If 
you would like to get to know me 
leave a message. 522262 






out to 


TAKE A CHANCE 
Still looking for that perfect relation- 
ship? So am |! SWM, 47, 61 


brown/blue, looking for romance 
with young-thinking female, 36-53 
7565577 
LOVES ECLECTIC MUSIC 
Mature man of 50, intel gent 
handsome, and fit, seeks company 
of younger woman. Main interests 
are music, movies, and sports 
7501344 
WORK HARD PLAY HARDER 
Active, 34 y/o male loves travel 
skiing, hiking. Professional looking 
for someone who loves the above 
as well as music and outdoor activ- 
ties and doesn't mind the occa- 
sional stuffy black tie event 
9531183 
LET'S MEET 
2-year-old ollege student 
smoker, loves the beach and 
spending time outdoors, seeks 
SF, 18-24, who is confident and 
real. 49541955 
SWM SEEKS SBF 
SWM, 53, 5'8", 160lbs, in great 
shape, loves outdoors, music, din- 
ing. Seeking SBF, 37-51, fit, good 
personality a must. 4768386 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT 

Want a nice boyfriend of your very 
own? Warm, affectionate, fit, intelli- 











gent, completely housebroken but 
still spirited. | don't watch sports or 
drink, but have many interests 
Seeks nice optimist female, 26-4( 

together 


Let's enjoy the Holidays 
7528996 

ALOT TO OFFER 
Attractive SWM, 34, in se: 
attractive, educated, hard-wc 
mature woman, 18 
relationship. 4571606 

| PLAY GUITAR 






5. forr 








24 years old, 5'9”, nice smile, flirty 
fun, and attractive love playing 
juitar along the Charles, all kinds 
f music, being origina The Red 
Sox, and looking for a rock chick 
around my age 543937 
SAVE ME 

47-year-old DWM, 6'1”, 200Ibs 
Italian, in search of one good 
woman to save me from working 
myself to death. Must be passior 








ate have a slender figure and love 
to hold hands 2084 )7 








To listen and respond 
from any phone. 


CIRCLE THIS AD 


ll trades s 





simple th ngs of li fe > 49539683 

GOOD-LOOKING TEACHER 
ood 
teacher/coact 


3000 guy yoking higt 








ath n very good st 
61 divorced r 
shild, seeking good-looking, fur 
girl. £27290 

RAINBOW 


Loving, sincere, creative, 43 


yd Africar 








eeks SF 





BORED IN BOSTON 


Tall. striking, athlet Jent 
funny. unique SWM._ 36 eek 
female rim augr 

and ad tur 





BLACK MAN FOR LOVE 

















7991147 
STONEHAM AREA 
SM. 52. 6’. 185lbs. smoker. seek 
Bi 4 1 
CAN vou hrecsidl mY Finer 


WM 


otal of 8 good tena! $2006 
GENTLE TOUCH 


OUTDOORSMAN 





rot 


lessiona WN see 


petite SAF 





hunting, the Ri 





HANDSOME ITALIAN 


SWM, 26, 5'8", brown/bro 








Scorpio, non-smoker, loves 
music, playing guitar, movies 
Seeking sweet, curvy, fun SWF 


20-28, D/D-free, for possible long- 
term relationship. Cambridge 
Somerville. 4978333 

SEEKING ASIAN LADY 












SW\M, 6’, 200ibs, brown hair, biue 
eyes, enjoys dining out, movies. 
music, Outdoor activities. I'm look- 
ing to meet a stable, sweet, caring 
Asian lady, 25-39, for a long-terrr 
relationship. 4262426 
GREAT COMPANION 
Sweet and sexy 37-year-old attor 


to the ocean or a 


someone. 


ney, loves drivir 
that 





lake with 
maki 
ng you to Scr 
fit, thin and funn 











a WE 





meet you. TP268405 

GENUINELY NICE GUY 
Energetic SBM, 34, handyman 
painter, carpenter, landscaper, jack 
of all trades, black belt, loves dining 
out, sports, soul music, traveling 
kickboxing, “Kill Bill Searching for 
a like-minded woman who always 
has a smile on her face. 7948959 

REALITY SHOW REJECT 















Why? Because |’m down-to-earth 
and. I'm a realist. Single, 42-year- 
old non-smoking professional 
leads a clean lifestyle, never mar- 
ried, no children (work came first 
until now). Humorous, € getic 
uigoing, considered gc look 












ing, tall, medium build, en; 

erts, the gym, dining 

movies. trav Open to new 
7 an att 





with similar inter 
ests. 239301 
PERSONAL TRAINER 


Black male, 43, 5'9”, gentleman 














would like to meet a full figured 
white female, 35-55. 4277080 
CALL ME 
all, romantic, handsome, profes 
nal SWM, 35, 6'1", dark/dark 
wel it, sense of humor, honest 
¥s sports and the outdoors. 
Seeki ncere, romantic 
S/DW f vies, dinners, travel 
ng. CT 9821675 


FAHRENHEIT 9/11 
28-year-old single father wants to 
see Fahrenheit 9/11 in the theatre 
but hates going alone! Looking for 

| Jed wo 











To place your ad call 


617-450-8761 





t e - Urug+Uisease Fre 
SPIRITUAL 
Tall, dark, handsome Italiar 
)Oibs, fit, fur rk¢ 
jnnker 
ing, Harle 
ty any face 
21866 
DOES SHE EXIST? 
39, 6’, 195ibs, brown/blue 





ly and outage 
meet a lady who's 
{ lookir 





sim, an ig for a serious rela 


39. race 





SUNRISE OVER BOSTON 


SWM, 4 onfident 





agile 























' Hact 
NICE ITALIAN GUY 
M, 44 k 

31 t 

nal family t 
rave N ] 
sarpebibing + how 

COLLEGE PROFESSOR 


P ela 5 9 
MUTUAL RELAXATION 





BABY: FACED GUY 


PEACE 


T4234 
ADVENTUROUS, MEDIA 














worker 
woman, 20: 








relationship. 4424899 
BLOND, BLUE-EYED GUY 
Athletic SWM, 24, 61", gra 
Jent/professional, enjoys 
on the beach, wild times 





adrenaline junkie 
for open, smart, beaut 
18-40, with ability to let 


whose standards are as 


loose 
high as mine! %438872 
NEW 2 NEW ENGLAND 


SWM, 3 
that certain 
evenings Out 
As for looks, you 
pointed. Seeking SF, 25 
ikes travel, laughter and 
nication. With or without ch 
et's just enjoy life. 441192 
YOUR KISS, ON MY LIST 
nny guy, 29, 5'11", brow 
rocks Out t 0 
rollerbiad 
restaurants. ¢ 
female, on the 
questions 
answers! TP2¢ 
SEXY STUNNING ITALIAN 
SWM, 339, fit, muscular body, sen 


professiona 
someone 
music, a good 


looking for 
enjoy 
augr 


wont be disap- 
35, whe 








rvhazel 





enjoys 
s Square, cool 
hip, flirtatious 
ide Ask me 2( 
you honest 










sitive, caring, strong. Seeking 
SWF, 23-40. #9673134 

LOOKING 
48-year-old, 175Ibs, long browr 


hair, bronw eyes, works night shift 
wouid like to find a woman to enjoy 
jazz and rock, dinners .out, and 
amping. 9446308 

QUINCY 


SW\M, 55, 5'9”, 150ibs, non-smok 







er ious enjoy out 
door activitie 1 simple pleas 
ures. I'm a dog owner, and would 
like to meet a woman who enjoys 
the same things and likes dogs 
434004 


RELATIONSHIP/MARRIAGE 
Attractive SWM, 5'10", 1 
dark brown/brown, likes keep 

















shape, going out for fun, or sta 
for uddling, love and 
nce. Seeking attractive, hor 
sincere ated SF 18 


very dedic 






) for ove a future 
together and a pe anent relatior 
ship. %P226689 

FREE MALE 

DWM, 38, 5'7”, dirty blond/browr 
hair, blue eyes, enjoys laughing 
animais, Deach waiks, Camping 
oncerts, travel, and vegging out 
WLTM non-smoking, easy going 
caring, blonde/redhead, petite 
SWF with sense of humor whc 
likes the same. So. Shore area 
7456141 











THE BOSTON PHOENIX NEWS & FEATURES 


WLTM 


Would Like To Meet 


DATE MATE 
WM, 45, 5'8", slim, well-educat 
ed, witty, seeks sensitive lady, 28 
asual dating 
progressive poli- 
music, and 


ate 30s, for « 
enjoy reading 
tics, movies 
stimulating conversatior Person 
ality, intelligence, and affection 
mportant Attractive Great’ 
deight/weight portionate. Shy 
k. 462027 

NO COMMITMENT 
WM. late 40s, professional, hand 
some, newly separated, just wants 
y. Seeks playful, attractive 

er for asual, passionate 
times. 47233754 
BE MY PUNK ROCK GIRL? 


most 











ness 











hape Bibs, brown 
t le hort hair 
jer q f oer SE 
air ngs 
ar f riendst ating, and 
7447961 
__ DINNER IN NORTH Lo 
with friends and finist ight at 
2oxy T qht 








RELATIONSHIP NEWBIE 


yaa 


M 















BE MY GINGER ROGERS 








46604 
MARRIAGE WITH NO SEX 














B4 
THE REAL DEAL 











23994 
RELATIONSHIP WANTED 





e! B4 
RENAISSANCE MAN 


9694 





Handsome 





film maker 





g-termr 


490674 


PHARMACIST 
14-year-old pharmacist 
meet a lady that wants t 


looking to 


go on Jates, spend tir 





know one 





Hi THERE! 


average-looking but 







profes: 
in, 40, seeks yc it 
open-minded woman with a good 
sense of humor for fur 
and a po! sssible i 
that we'll bot y end 
regretting someday 44 615 
A PLAYFUL MUSICIAN 


Outgoing, playful SWM 








ntimate r 












musician seeks an honest, nor 
smoking uldless Nar 3-3. 
who like nusic and going out 
7454937 

ADVENTUROUS! 
a bald, physically fit, gene 





Electronic Technician SWM, 6 
40 is seeking an adventurous fur 
WF,25-45. If you love out 
Joor activities and are 
he's looking for you! 4454956 


ATHLETIC AND FUN 


loving 
under € 





This athletic urteous, fun, and 
respec 34, 6'1 who like 
musi 70) 





looking for a v 


slim, athieti 
reat 
455048 





with a 


CELTIC CHARM 


well-€ 





man 





between 35 and 45, down-t 
ynpretentious 


we to hear fr 


and honest 


BENDS IT LIKE BECKHAM 


ym you 





DECEMBER 17, 2004 







































































































































































































36 





To listen and respond call 


617-976-3366 


Must be 18+. (calls cost $2.19/min) 
Outside 617 call 900-226-4492 


V eer Female © S 








W 35 It 
ay 
atch footbal 
tibles anc 
ks and fantasy 
and love t 
yoking for a 
| alanced 
No head games or judge 
nental women. Be of good quality 
ke me. 75421 
READY FOR IT 
rowrvbrown, 170Ibs, with 
a 9 year old son, di ed for 
years, wanting a relationshit on 
» drink occasionally it not 
ften. I'm in Ri and ready to start a 


erious relationship. 4542106 
NEW TO PORTLAND AREA 
SWM, 28, Aries, non-smoker 
restaurant host, loves movies and 
ooking. Seeking woman, 18-34 
non-smoker, for friendship, maybe 


more. 49545049 


QUIET REBEL 
fark brown, medium build 
hazel eyes, clean cut and shaven 


attractive guy next door type look 
ing for the girl next door. Be sexy 
and sexual, without being overt 
about it. | am a loner that keeps to 
myself, but friendly and sociable as 
well. Would like to find someone 
similar. Independent thinker, quiet 
rebel, preferably in the Providence 
area. #7529053 
PETITE WOMAN WANTED 

SWM, 44 9”, fit, handsome 


sIbs, PhD, entrepreneur, English 










professc ping, poetry 
romance soulmate 
ype 
INNER CHARACTER 
ea j h Italiar 
ack/blue s, athletic build 
C friendly, cook 





Jar ypen-minded, goal and 
er orrented, looking for an hor 
and sincere lady, 24-46, want 
ng’ a guy with inner character, 
strong and supportive, loyal and 
playful, D/D free that wouldn't mind 
going to church as well. #9542612 
ARE YOU CLASSY? 
49, 5'9", very athletic build, never 
married, never smoked, never 
drank, but once in a while social- 
ly. | love to bike ride, go to the 
beach, fish, work around the 
house antiques and make 
repairs. Have several antique 
ars king for assy, well 
Jressed gal for a monogamous 
relationship. #541911 
DANCING AND BOWLING 
44, salt and pepper hair, clean cut 


Ss dining « cruises. trav 

















nt to meet 
r possible rela 


no head games. 





OUTDOORSMAN 
SWM, looking for young lady 
what she wants. | am 
utdoorsman with no children 











REAL GUY FOR SAME 
line, muscular, good-look 
ofessional GWM, 33. 6 





5ibs, athletic enjoys the 
Joors, Sunday football, having a 
ouple beers. Seeking a similar 
masculine WM, 22-35. 4861784 

MAKE ME LAUGH 
Good-looking, young professional 
7’. 140ibs, athletic and fit, 27 
European, blond/blue, looking for 
someone to chill hangout and 
gh if the chemistry is right. I'd 
( d my age, who's fit 












. 27180 
LET'S BE A TEAM 
WM, 42, 5'10”, 175ibs, brown hair 
yreen eyes, attractive, me 


healthy, fit- seeks attra 











uline, healthy, fit mar 


SPECIAL SOMEONE? 
African-American GM or 





4 





GM 





EXTRA LARGE 


y0king for extra large SB/HM 











8 i lea 
J W M =| a € y 
FRAMINGHAM MALE 
BM. 5'11”, 210lbs, exercises reat 
larly, enjoys sports, music. Seeking 





WM. ov 
exclusive. Chubby or heavy-set a 
plus. #9223435 

BLUE-COLLAR BRO 


5'8 75\bs 





50 preferred but 


Black dude, 36 
he muscular Duiid 
ting, road trips, and cor 
yames. Hard-working blue 








ar type of guy s 
WM for friendship. TP509 

WOLFEBORO, NH 
seeking friendshif 
with the right mar typically 


cled to a mature 








LOVE CONNECTIO 


42 6', nice t 





10, ANYONE 











SEEKING WEEKDAY PAL 





AIBA 
Ww 

{ 

a J 

spor southern NH beact 
sddling after a bubble bath and 

massage Seeking 

lean. dowr eartt ntlema 





r dating. 7965415 


DECEMBER 17, 2004 




















Cing| ri 
single e | 


BRITISH-AMERICAN WM 


introvert 





je eyes, slim 






Cal music, literature, qual 
ty one-on-one time. Serious, hon 
nly please. 4957644 
FOOTBALL AND LAUGHING 
okINg for a Quy or guys, for fc 


bail, laughing, for time 





am € 








sense of humor a 
xplore. 7489464 
ASIAN ALERT 
Antique GWM, computer dummy 
would like to meet young GAM 
who is a computer nerd. 519030 
WHITE CLASSIC JOCKEYS 
All-American “French/Greek” top 
at enjoys foreign travel, history, 
romance languages, fine dining 
cooking, Swimming, exercise, jog- 
ging, reading, intense conversation 
with that special man. Seeking 
passive yet assertive guy, 25-55. 


who also loves wearing tight but 
ton-fly Levi 501s and white 
740101 


PASSIONATE AND KIND 
GWN\, 38, brown/green, slim, look 
ng for intelligent and attractive 
male, 25-40 to share good times 
with. Into fashion and opera. | like 
working out but | am not a fanatic 
Looking for a serious relationship 
Smokers need not try 79513880 

NATIVE AMERICAN MALE 
GN, 34, 5'8", 190ibs, brown/browr 
average build, decent-looking, er 

yy indoor/outdoor activities, mo: 

vies, most music. Seeking male 

with similar interests. 4P518939 
MOHEGAN SUN? 


300d-looking, ch 











seks a similar 





wr 





One 





ut, masculine liscreet 





lear 
non-smoking WM, for friendshir 
travel, possibly more. Athieti 
jock/prep guys only. 4898896 
HIN UND ZURUCK 
SWM 5'10” 155ibs, lean body, likes 
to ski, cycle, into contemporary 
arts, modeling, photography, new 
experiences. A versatile friend 
Been there and back? Seeking 
GWM of like mind and body. Bristol 
county. %°519821 
LOOKING FOR THE REAL 
rt n-to-earth, quiet, serious 
GWN., 53, 5'7", good-looking, gym 
toned, healthy, employed, seeks 
similar, intellectual GWM, 36-53 
believing true liberation is some- 
thing you strive for everywhere and 











m within. For dating, pos- 


sibly more 7891878 
FALCOR SEEKS ATREYU 
GWM. 48. 5'1 175Ibs. browr 


rown, seeks smaller compa 














inder 35, any race, t ife 

times. Enjoy baseball, t ry, 
Play Station, pool cud 
jing with unpretentious, boyish 


honest buddy. America is great 
let's enjoy it together. #928755 

LOOKING FOR ME? 
Good-looking SBM, 31, 145ibs 
azy, cool, down-to-earth 
not to games, enjoys rap, hip 
hop, R&B, movies, dining. Seek- 
ng similar masculine Asian or 
SB/HM, for friendship and good 
times. 4998522 

KINDRED SPIRIT 
Compassionate, active WM, 59 
511 18 gray-blond hair 
seeks fit, masculine, unself-cen 
tered WM, 30-55, for deep happi- 
ness in sharing life's wonders. Arts 
and outdoors. 49919326 

STR8 GUY 4 OLDER 
Kind gentleman seeks straight 
male, age 19-25, for friendship 
maybe more. Brockton area 
Latino or Cape Verdean pre- 
ferred. 7239225 

TAKE A CHANCE! 
with blue eyes and light 

| enjoy long walks ir 

foreign lar 














54 





brown h 





nature, reading, t 

juages, and spirituality need a 

love who is in touch wi 

and is compassionate 5: 
LIFE IN THE OLD BOY 

SWM, 60+, body mass index 
4, see 


Affectiona 















rown. Enjoys 


walking, classic 


jark are pluses. @2! 


FEMME, BUT NOT. 


1g queen. GWM, 42, 5€ 
S, brown/brown, thir 








ar, non-smoker, Seeks a 








412159 
LOOKING 4 REA 
year } 1WM t na 
Ibs 1 avera 
1, N/L ke v 
4 and 1a 
ark ery sponta 





try new things, 428421 
RUGGED WARRIOR? 


2 th 








9438178 
YOUNGER SEEKS OLDER 
Okir WM 4 
e fun times. 
FUN COMPANION 
ant. 48616 


Divorced ® Wi - W 





To use your credit card call 


617-450-8620 


To listen and respond 
from any phone. 


lowed ¢ G - Gay ® Bi - Bisexual ¢ W 


LET'S GET TOGETHER 


300d-looking BiWM, 41, clear 
D/D-free, non-smoker lean-sha 
er )”, 210Ibs, in shape, browr 
rown, short hair, blue 


thern NH. Seeks good-looking 








WM. 25-3: lean-shaver 4 
sv body, short hair, for dat 
r more. 4436478 

BUDDY WANTED! 
3WM 8 8 brown/browr 
ery good-looking, new to are 
SO someone to hang out with 


and show me around Boston 
who's not afraid to have a good 
time j like someone long-term 
but that's for later. Not into clut 
scene. 48484600 
WHAT'S THE WORD? 
Well-rounded, open-minded SHM. 
7, smoker, seeks same in single 

man, 25-35. Open to trying new 
things? Get in touch. 47495594 

TERRENCE SEEKS PHILLIP 
ISO cute geek/jock. At least like 
three of these: making out, Star 
Wars, horror movies, biking, nap 
ping, the Sedarises, cartoons 
being in the Tao, theeatre-hopping 
bar-slumming, good music, na 
ture’s gifts. Prefer late 20s to early 
30s. I'm articulate and boyish 
T446416 

SINGLE IN NEW ENGLAND 
SM, Capricorn, seeks kind, caring 
onsiderate gentie partner for fun 
leading to LTR. 19504124 

TAKE A CHANCE 

Middle-aged man, but looks 35 
5'8", 160Ibs, 15% body fat, cul 
tured, sexy, ex-model, strong body 
lives in NH, but will travel, D/D-free 
financially secure yreat dresser 
jreat catch, loves theatre, working 
ut, lookine meet casual dating 
possibly m 

actively working, yo 0K 
ng, 25-40, D/D-free. Into culture 


ling 









You r 


and theatre, skiing, and t 
Serious replies only T96 

BLONDE DREAM 
In a tall blonde 44-year-old man 
with gorgeous blue eyes looking for 
nice, preferably tall man. I'm very 
outgoing, and love spending time 
outdoors. Looking for a possible 
long-term relationship. #257699 

SEEKS SHE-MALE 
Bi-male, 41, 5'10", 170libs, black 
hair, dark brown eyes lean 
shaven, Native American, seeking 
she-male or passable trans for 
long-term relationship. Fall River 
area. 19455357 

SINGLE ATHLETE 
44-year-old semi-pro baseball 
player, 5'10”, 140lbs, resides in Ri 
vberry-biond hair, non-smoker 








neat lean 





18-28, with swimmer's 
possible long-term rela 
881355 
YOU COMPLETE ME 
rofessional, neat, loving GWM 
5'6 150ilbs, brown/brown 
clean-shaven, non-smoker, en 
joys dining out, plays, long 
walks, drives, movies. Looking to 
meet GW/BM, 40-60, for quality 
time, friendship and relationship 
960923 
BIG BEAR WANTED 
39-year-old BiM looking for big 
bear, 250ibs+. I'd like to meet 
someone who's under 30, short in 
height. Let's get together and have 
some fun! 829825 
SPONTANEOUS SPIRIT 
GWM, 40, 5'11 non-smoker 
brown/brown, into running, cook 
ing, theater, hanging with the dog 
seeks GM, 25-45, for friendship. 
possible relationship. 49522911 
VERY FIT AND ATHLETIC 
\talian male, 510 190Ibs. 
dark/dark, into bodybuilding, works 
Out a lot, would like to meet a man 
who likes the gym, hiking, camp- 
ing, movies and more. 4514318 
NEED SOME LOVIN 
Are you an 18-49-year-old bi or 
GM looking for love? If so, this 
GWM wants to meet you and make 
you happy. Call me if you are sin 
ere and passionate. 47421683 
FRIENDSHIP AND MORE 
GWM, 6’, 215ibs, 65+, blonde,D/D 
free, N/S, clean-shaven, short hair 
enjoys Sunday football, play 
ccasionally, likes nature. Seeking 
10re, light 
jrinking okay, must be D/D-free 
447829 
BUSINESS AND PLEASURE 


BiM, business consultant, love 














golf 
j0!f 


5 for friendship and 





weekend getaways to Martha's 
Vineyard Cape Cod and 
Nantucket. Looking for someone ir 
w Bedford area. I'm 5'8 
50lbs, smooth, clean, D/D free 
Swimming, fishing, are movies are 
my favorite activitis, but time at 
home is the best, just being with 
you all night. | am a loyal, devoted 
and faithful friend. Age and race 
inimportant. 4464907 
SEEKS SPECIAL SOMEONE 
3enuine, Portuguese GWM, 35 
yal, professionally employed 












njoys physical fitness, people 

travel jat 1gs, friend 
family. Of tc ting similar 
Would like a t i 
tern yarn ationshig 
46511 


MANIFEST IN PROVIDENCE 
IWM, 6'1 195ibs wit 


eative, sky cave an ean lover 















A NICE SMILE 





eks same. with sincere 

uring heart, sense of humor a 

ist, for freindship, maybe more 

ate Stoneham/North Shore area 

eferred. 18464291 

FRIENDS FIRST 

artsy, intelligent, raunchy 

f humor ute, seeking 





ninded female who enjoys 








movies, conversation, dining out or 
staying in. Friends first, more pos 
sible. Size, race unimportant 
7222596 
WHAT'S THE WORD? 
GWF, 40, non-smoker, dresses 
casual, very confident, brutally 
honest, likes action and comedy at 
the movies, seeks WF, 35-50, for 
friendship, possible romance if you 
are that special someone 
411756 
ISO NEW PEOPLE 
GWF, 38 years old. Brown/brown 
petite fem/tomboy, 5'3", 105ibs 
Looking to meet new people and 
possibly find true love. Interests 
include live music, art, movies 
and ali the rest of life's little pleas 
ures. Would love to hear from you 
7435150 
CARPE DIEM 
Attractive teacher/writer, 36, loves 
music, musing, amusing others 
reading, relaxing, relating. Seeks 
feminine (or androgynous), envi 
ronmentally aware intellectual with 
an easy laugh. 9546164 
IT 1S TIME 
GBF 28, been in the city for a few 
years but have never taken the 
ity or make 


friends enjoy bowling, rm 


time to explore the 





and long walks. Interested 
friendship and exploring the possi 
bility of more. 4469314 
QUIET HOMEBODY 
GWF, 29, 5'3”, Gemini, looking to 
meet nice woman, to share friend 
ship, laughs, good times, new 
experiences. Interests include Tori 
Amos, scrap-booking, dining out 
spending time with friends 
7824911 
COFFEE IN CAMBRIDGE? 
GWF, 60, passionate about teach 
ing, seeks educated professional 
into reading, indie films, shopping. 
exploring new places 7251682 
SNUGGLER NEEDED 
| am a 22-year-old female, witt 
short blond/biue, 5’6”, size 
Would love to find someone that 
likes spending time with me and 
my son, who is also a fun, outgoing 
snuggler. 4459835 
OPEN-MINDED? 
SM, brown/blue, 5'9”, olive com 
plexion, Greek ancestry, muscu 
ar, mustache goatee handsome 
carpenter, seeking open-minded 
SF, 25-45, to share time with 
7539536 
ARE YOU NORMAL? 
Strawberry blonde, 56", toned 
likes to dance, loves the Pats 
romantic and too honest, seeks 
non-Bi female who is a female 
Northshore area. Be honest, caring 
and looking for a true friend 
7526902 
HALF HIPSTER, HALF DORK 
Museum girl, 33, silly extrovert 
once you get to know me, enjoys 
PBS, PBR, chocolate cake, the 
Red Sox, Wilco, and making 
things. Looking for a stand-up girl 
who is kind and sensitive and will 
sometimes laugh at my jokes 
72511829 
MARTHA STEWART — 
where are you? 40-year-old GWF 
soft butch, seeks femme GWF. If 
you're her, its a good thing! 
7968614 
ROMANCE AWAITS 
Considerate GWF, 45, seeks 
attractive, honest, romantic SF 
non-smoker, to share long walks 
good times, friendship and fun 
possible long-term relationship 
7847134 
FRIENDLY GIRL 
GBF easy conversationalist 
romantic, likes cuddling, vacation 





watching movies on a rainy day, 
watching the beauty in your eyes 


expressing the love for life you f 





ooking for ompanion lover 
friend. 7251996 

SEEKS INTELLIGENT LIFE 
BiWF, 35, cute, fit, loves nature 
jutdoors, Movies, music, spiritu 
al/New Age thought. Seeking con: 
nection for fun, dating, romance 
and more. Sense of humor a plus. 
939539 

TIRED OF DINNER FOR 1? 
| am! Blue-eyed GWF, 35, brown- 
blonde, 5'10", 160ibs, seeks GF for 
friendship. Also looking to find 
special someone.” Am honest, lov 
ing, loyal. Love animals, outdoors. 
sports, movies. Take a chance 


807419 


READY TO SHARE 
Tall GBF, 46, height/weight propor- 
nate enjoys ethni uisine 


seafood. Looking for mature, affe 


tionate GF to share good 


ynversations’ and good laughs 






Please be patient and fur 


274667 





INTO THE ARTS 








Friendly, warm female, 22, 5'6 
pen-minde loves exp 
atior te s ndie 

a jining t, laughing 
kK tt milar womai 
mb« referred. for friend 
ship or more. 7282671 
BEST THING SINCE 

Dark chocolat Sweet, shart 

IWF i] 
ty, By tar 
orion “ i 

ive music, friends, activism. Seek 

thoughtful reative, kind, non 


smoking, non-drinking GF for dat 
ng, hopefully more. 4267686 


NEWS & FEATURES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


White ¢ B - African Americar 





To place your ad call 


617-450-8761 


Black @ H - Hispanic ¢ A - Asian ¢ J 


SMART & ATTRACTIVE FEMALE 
Tall, blonde, blue-eyed female 
would | 


yirl 
ji 





) meet another girly 
ntelligent, responsi 





ble, caring, attractive, fun to be 
with and easygoing. Most impor 
tantly, be honest 
TP 422326 

ARE YOU SHY? 
ooking for women who experi 
ence shyness. Want to start a 
Jiscussion and support grou 
7433144 

LOVABLE LEO 
GWF, 40ish, attractive brunette 
hazel, great sense of humor, seek 
ing same. All my friends are 
straight, please fill the void. Tel me 
about yourself. 4461067 

CUTE TOMBOY. 
Now available on DVD! 43-year-old 
GF, 5'4”, green eyes, (friends 
would joke I'm really Norman 
Bates’ little sister), loves hitting the 
beach, “Once Upon a Time in 
Mexico,” dining out. Looking to date 
short, cuddly, dark-haired woman 
who likes tomboys. 47206584 

TRUE LADY 
Compassionate woman, strong- 
valued in principles, seeks same 
30s), beautiful, warm, gracious 
intelligent, mature, classy, sincere 
feminine lady responsible in her 
ability to love and care for others 
7458206 

PARTNER IN CRIME 

Attractive, educated, adventur 
ous, BF, 28, 5'8", 140lbs, with a 
devilish sense of humor and 
mind to match, leves traveling 
food, music reativity 
ng, Foxwoods, having fun 


and genuine 








aking friendshir Jown-t 
apaoot INg pen-minded 
922724 
WARM & 


INVITING SMILE 
Independent, funny, romantic GBF 
30, 5'4”, well-rounded personality, 
child care professional, poet, cur 
vaceous, free-spirited, loves classi: 
cal, jazz, R&B, Nina Simone fan 
Looking for a Providence woman 
to appreciate these qualities 
7259590 

NO CLUE 
1st time doing this. GWF, 38, look- 
ing for femme, 28-45, who likes 
change and growth. N/S, N/D. 
N/Drugs. 416692 

LET'S HAVE FUN 
SF, looking for someone to share 
fun and romance. | like movies, ani 
mals, travel, kids, and sports 
Possible LTR. %%493056 

ASIAN CUTIE PIE 
Cute SAF, 27, 5'3”, slim, enjoys 
running, walking, playing Tetris 
Bethany Dillon & Kate Spade 
seeking tall, blonde female for 
c ersation, maybe more 
482351 

MY RED HAIR 
is what you will notice about me 
first. It is soft and waiting for your 
fingers. Tall woman who needs a 
tall man. Keep it real an 
fine. | trust you. 7482447 

AWAITING MY EQUAL 
Professional GF, 5'8 
sense of humor, very t 
sexy, intelligent, femme 
and spontaneous, seeks hone 
open femme woman willin C 
meet me halfway, with beauty 
quality, intelligence, who enjoys 
just sitting around watching tv and 
laughing. %496864 

APPLE BLOSSOM 
24-year-old, attractive, educated 
femme woman, 5'5”, 120lbs, seek- 
ing cute, fit, wholesome, educated 
femme friend who enjoys poetry 
reading, coffee/drinks, shopping, 
applying lip gloss, apple-picking 
Let's get to know each other...slow 
ly. 7469085 




















1 SPY 


HER AND ME 
We were in a clothing stor 
town. You compliment 
f 






jewelry | was wearir 


orgeous! Let's have a drink 
“9498451 

HEBREW BEER 
! helped you find it at the liquor 
Store a few weeks aqgc jon't 


always ask customers if they need 
help, but | was so struck when you 
walked by that | had to talk to you 
7544928 
NEW ORLEANS HALLOWEEN? 
Handsome and tender Providence 
landscape designer. | tried to find 
you later that day. Can we talk? 
7514330 
THIS TIME WE DANCE 
| found your fur coat on the side 
walk, that’s no place for th 
Brazilian minx. It misses, as do | 
your black boustier. I'd like to see 
more of your, much more, but this 
time we dance without the chaper- 
nes or the coat gets turned into a 
couch. 532811 
NEW ORLEANS 
Halloween weekend 
and tender Pr r 











Jesigner. Wish we 


et more time. Car 
519051 
WHERE DO YOU GO? 


We used to cross path here and 





there for years until you went t 
Chile a while ago. Did you ever 
ame back? 418306€ 

MA PACKER FANS IN GB 10/3 





king for a hot guy at the G 

ay Packer game 3rd 
ection 115, Ri 14 
YOu were tt 

earing Fav 
Hot!. 475484 

SMILEY 
SEEKS KRISTEN 

You often see me several times a 
week, you were at the pick uf 





ounter today and 
ack tomorrow 
hat. Smile aka Smiley 





e you single 
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Jewish e C - Christian e D/D-free - Drug+Disease Free e WLTM - Would Like To Meet 


savage Love 


BY DAN SAVAGE mail@savagelove.net 


Doctor’s orders 


My girlfriend and | have been together for two years, and while it’s the best rela- 
tionship I've ever been in, we are not sexually compatible. Her ideal amount of sex 
would be twice a month. For me the number is closer to once a day. We've reached a 
compromise that usually comes out to three times a week, but that number leaves 
her feeling oversexed and me feeling undersexed. The reason she claims not to like 
sex is because she is usually unable to climax without fantasizing that she is being 
drugged and taken advantage of by evil research scientists. | have offered to buy 
props (lab coat, clipboard, drug paraphernalia, etc.) and role-play this fantasy with 
her, but she has asked me not to, saying that she feels “broken” for having this fan- 
tasy and doesn’t want to make things worse. I've finally persuaded her to agree to try 
it, but only if | can get an expert’s assurance that going through with it is not likely 
to make things worse. Any help you can give would be greatly appreciated. 

Undersexed Because of Evil Scientists 

P.S. She says she doesn’t count a sex-advice columnist as an “expert,” but 
might be persuaded if you got an actual sex therapist to comment. 

With any luck, the string of letters, periods, commas, and parentheses after 
Yvonne K. Fulbright’s name — MS Ed, PhD (c) — will impress your girlfriend. Ful- 
bright is the author of The Hot Guide to Safer Sex (Hunter House, 2003), and ac 
cording to her Web site (www.yvonnekfulbright.com), she’s “[a] media darling 
often described as the ‘Dr. Ruth of Generation Y.’ " Yvonne’s Web site lists every 
publication she’s ever graced with a quote — which seems a bit desperate to me, 
but, hey, I’m no expert — and she’s got a few choice quotes for your girlfriend. 
Unfortunately they're probably not what you want her to hear, UBOES: 

“Sexual compatibility isn’t the problem here. Your girlfriend is the ‘victim’ of a 
much larger issue — the guilty complex your girlfriend has for engaging in sex. Her 
fantasy reeks of sexual inhibition, most likely due to negative messages about sex grow- 
ing up or perhaps sexual abuse. Furthermore, its elements of force and being overpow- 
ered scream taboo rape fantasy, which is fairly common in both sexes.... Such fan- 
tasies can be great fun and healthy forms of sexual expression if they're acted out in 
safe, secure, consensual sexual relationships. It is important to keep in mind, however, 
that studies on rape fantasies have found that women whose sexual fantasies involve 
men using force rate themselves as feeling more frightened, guilty, and disgusted. They 
also report being less happy and less likely to act on their fantasies. 

“Acting out this fantasy is not going to solve the problem at hand, /.e., the 
amount of sex you're having. It may get her off, [but] she’s still going to have her 
complex with sex and feel oversexed. In addressing this issue, your first step is to re- 
assure your girlfriend that it’s okay to have such fantasies — that there is nothing 
wrong with them and she has nothing to feel guilty about. Second, don’t push acting 
out the fantasy unless she wants to. A lot of people would rather not act out their 
fantasies for fear that actualization could taint erotic reactions and diminish arousal. 
(Plus, in some cases fantasies can scare the crap out of us and acting them out may 
simply cause further trauma.) Third, work with your girlfriend on identifying a profes- 
sional who can help her with her issues, with the American Association of Sex Edu- 
cators, Counselors, and Therapists (www.aasect.org) being a great place to start.” 

| hope that helped, UBOES, but | kind of doubt it. Like a lot of advice proffered 
by “sex experts,” Yvonne's advice seems designed to drive your poor girlfriend out 
of her mind. “There is nothing wrong with [her fantasies] and she has nothing to 
feel guilty about,” Yvonne says, “[but] actualization could taint erotic reactions and 
diminish arousal [and] may simply cause further trauma.” Rape fantasies, says 
Yvonne, can be “great fun and healthy forms of sexual expression,” but women who 
have them are “frightened, guilty, and disgusted ... less happy and less likely to 
act on their fantasies.” If this is expert advice — “Your fantasies are normal, you 
disgusting freak, and they can lead to wonderful sexual experiences unless, of 
course, they ruin your sex life forever” — I'll stick with the amateur variety, thanks. 

Our expert can’t even bring herself to answer the question: what should you do? 
Instead, she recommends — didn’t see that one coming! — counseling. Like a lot 
of sex experts, Yvonne has probably never met a kink that didn’t qualify someone 
for therapy. | don’t mean to be an ungracious host — Yvonne is my guest expert, 
after all — but she is the kind of sex expert who gets on my nerves. She presents 
herself as young, hip, and sex-positive, but she peddles the same old fear and re- 
pression that sex “experts” have trafficked in since they were telling us that mas- 
turbation kills. Dr. Ruth? More like Dr. No. 

Since Yvonne won’t answer the question, let me: should you go through with it? 
Is it likely to make things worse? 

Yes, UBOES's girlfriend, you should go for it. No, it’s not likely to make things 
worse. It’s been my experience — personally, professionally (and |’ve been at this 
a lot longer than Yvonne) — that when people “actualize” long-suppressed fan- 
tasies with a caring partner they not only get off, they also feel a tremendous 
sense of relief. That feeling of relief is usually followed in quick succession by 
feelings of “Why the fuck did | wait so long?” “What was | so afraid of?” and 
finally, “When can we do it again?” 

The fact of the matter, young miss, is that your fantasies are not going to go 
away, and besides the blazingly obvious — no shit: your fantasies have something 
to do with overcoming your sexual inhibitions though eroticized helplessness — 
you're not going to get much out of therapy. And far from making matters worse, 
acting on harmless sexual fantasies, however bizarre, frequently diminishes their 
relative importance to your sexual inner life. Forbidding yourself to act on a sexual 
fantasy is like forbidding yourself to think about bananas — it makes it hard to 
think of anything else, you know? If you Would just relax, embrace your fantasies, 
and appreciate the goldmine you're sitting on the form of a dreamy GGG 
boyfriend, you'll be a much happier and more sexually fulfilled person. You may 
even be able to climax thinking of something else, /.e., you'll feel less “broken,” 
not more, once you give yourself permission to act on these fantasies. 

But, hey, don’t take my word for it. I've got a couple of bonus guest experts for you: 
Sebastian and Laurel Wood of MedicalToys.com, “the largest provider of medical toys, 
products, and apparel for the medical fetish, nurse fetish, and medical BDSM scene 
on the Web.” Like Yvonne, they're experts — only the Woods are experts, authors, and 
lecturers on medical fetish, which is the proper name for your kink 

“When we founded MedicalToys.com we did so to give adults like this man’s 
girlfriend the opportunity to understand that this is a very common fetish and de- 
sire,” says Sebastian. The first thing the Woods wanted you to know, UBOES, is 
that you're not a freak: “We have a very large customer base in the US, thousands 
of customers, all of whom have similar desires.” 

Like me, Laurel and Sebastian thought you should give your evil-scientist fetish 
a whirl. “It is healthy to explore these fantasies in a safe environment (like with a 
lover),” says Laurel, “and it is healthier than suppressing these thoughts. If it 
does not produce the expected fireworks, at least the couple will know they have 
tried, and maybe it will inspire them to try another fantasy.” BJ 
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Real Estate 








REAL ESTATE 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


EQUAL PCUE Nts 
OPPORTUNITY 
All Real Estate advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal! to 
advertise “any preference, limi- 
tation, or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex or 
national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference 
limitation, or discrimination 
This newspaper will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwell- 
ings advertised in this newspa- 
per are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. Any home 
seeker who feels he or she has 
encountered discrimination 
should contact the HUD Fair 
Housing and Equal Opportunity 
Office, 10 Causeway St., Room 
308, Boston, MA 02222 
(617) 565-5304 


RE SRBC 
Apartments/ 
Rentals 

BACK BAY 


Prime Neighborhood taking 

applications for newly decorat- 

ed apartments. Including: 

Studios .$795-$1,007 

1BR $852-$1,1135 

Loc. one and a half blocks from 

green and orange lines 
ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED 

Call 617-267-8433 


Artist’s Loft 


Artist legal live-in loft. Great 
space in S. Boston perfect for 
painter. Bath/kitchenette. 1100 
sq. ft/$1100 month. 781-643- 
5703 





Back Bay Great 2BR w/ 
24-hour concierge, pool, 
AC, roofdeck, HWF, park- 


ing avail. Avail. now! $1750 
617-699-2190 





BEACON HILL $1500, Two 
bedroom(s)-Second floor, floor- 
through historic interior shut- 
tered windows, eat-in kitchen 2 
bedrooms, exposed brick 
walis,newly painted, heat and 
hot Call 201-845-7300 or visit 


www.sublet.com/phx.asp 


BOSTON 
Emerson’Place Apts 

Spacious 1 and 2 bdrs, heat, 
hot water, gas cooking & A/C 
included. day concierge, river 
views available, state-of-the art 
laundry facility in each building 
24 hr onsite emergency main- 
tenance team, hardwood floors 
& renovated kitchens. Walking 
distance to MBTA. Cats wel- 
come. Enclosed parking avail 
able. Specials for immediate 
move-in! Call for appointment 
617-742-2925 


BOSTON 

LONGFELLOW PLACE APTS 
Oversized 1 & 2 BDRS, 24 hr 
concierge & onsite mainte- 
nance team, hardwood floors 
river & city views available, out- 
door balconies on all units, ren 
ovated kitchens, laundry facility 
minutes from the Fleet Center & 
MBTA. Cats welcome. Garage 
parking available. Specials for 
immediate move-in! Call for ap- 
pointment. 617-742-2925 











Brookline Freshly 


Village: 
painted, new windows 3-family 


house. New lighting fixtures 
LVG RM/formal DNG RM, eik 
& pantry. Washer/Dryer hook 
up. $1950 Htd. Avail NOW! 


Brookline: 3BR Duplex near 
Coolidge Corner. LG LVNG RM 
w firepic & separate DNG RM 


Designer kitch w stonewalls 
enclosed Sun Rms. Laundry ir 
basement. Garage & outside 
parking. $2400. Avail NOW!! 


Brookline: 2nd & 3rd FLR in 2- 
family house near Coolidge 
2+BRS, good-size LVG RM 
eik. Recently painted, new firs 
Washer/Dryer hook-up 3rd floor 
unit. 1 Tandem pkng per unit 
$1450 & $1500. Avi NOW! 


South Boston: Brand new 
2BRS & 2 bath or 1BR w 1.5 
bath in full-service building. 2- 
minutes from the Financial Dis 
trict. Washer/dryer. Pets OK 
$2700 & $4875. Avail NOW!! 


Newton: Newton Corner, 2 
minutes to Pike! Lrg 3BRS w 2 
bath top floor of Victorian 
house. LVG RM has large bow 
windows, modern eik with 2 
skylites. Lots of closet spaces 
Laundry in basemnt. Big yard. 3 
cars parking. $2150. Heated 


Reading: Duplex 3BDR w ren- 
ovated bath. Very sunny, with 
separate LVNG & DNG RMS 
Pet friendly. 4 cars parkings & 
near commuter rail. $1700 


Brighton: Unique 1BD on top 
floor of a brick house near to St 
Elizabeth's Hospital. Small but 
neat kitchen which opens up to 
a LVG/DNG RM. Skylites. 1 
parking. $975. Unheated 


Boston Realty Associates 
617 277-5100 





CAMBRIDG 
2br, Tufts Area ....... ..$1100 
2br, Tufts Area .$1250 
3br, Tufts Area .$1500 
3br, Tufts Area ..$1600 
3-4br,All Util. .. $2400 
4br, Tufts Area $2100 
4br, Tufts Area ‘ $2200 


5br, Tufts Area $2800 


(617) 623-6631 
MIR Ti. 

ae Norton 
E R A Group 


REAL ESTATE 


CHARLESTOWN 


GIBSON 


Real Estate 
CHARLESTOWN 


Several 1 bedrooms near City 
Sq. Park offer a common laun- 
dry and an unbeatable ap- 
proach for the Boston commut- 
er. These include heat hot wa- 
ter and cooking gas. Available 
1/1/05, $1200 


1 bedroom home on a quiet 
side street offers a deck, hard- 
wood floors and is near the 
down town bus and a park 
Available now, $1200 


Studio apartment in owner oc- 
cupied building offers rent with 
heat, hot water and electricity 
included. Available now, $900 


2 bedroom in historic building 
near City Square Park offers 
economical living for two room- 
mates. This rent includes all util- 
ities. Available now, $2000.00 


View many more listings at 
GibsonRE.com 


Open 7 Days 
Gibson Charlestown 
Real Estate 
142 Main Street 
617-242-3073 
























CHELSEA 1,2,3, & 4 bed- 
rooms available in various 
locations. Call and leave 
message 


617-828-9178 


Chelsea 3BR $1300 NO BRO- 
KER FEE Newly renovated 
three bedroom apartment, very 
spacious, close to the Wonder- 
land Blue Line stop! Grand 
Central Apartments Open on 
weekends 617-342-7118 
www.grandcentralapartments 


CHELSEA SQUARE 3 1/; 
Rm Apt, also Studio & 1 
Bdrm $600-995/Mo No Fee 
References are 


Exceltle 
Required, Lv Msg 
617 277 2832 


Davis Sq 3BR $1400 NO BRO- 
KER FEE Huge three bedroom 
apartment, living room and din- 
ing room, washer/dryer hookup 
off street parking! Grand Cen- 
tral Apartments Open on week- 
ends 617-342-7118 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 


DEAL WON’T 
LAST!! 


MEDFORD-10 mins to Boston 
Large 2/3 BR, 5 rooms, Near 
Highway/MBTA, Brand new 
kitchen/appliances, tile bath 
HWF throughout, tons of stor- 
age, laundry in basement 
$1100+utils. Avail. 12/1 

781-245-9596 / 617-306-3111 


Dorchester 2BR $925 NO 
BROKER FEE Newly renovated 
one or two bedroom apartment 
fully loaded kitchen with dish- 
washer, near T! Grand Central 
Apartments Open on weekends 
617-342-7118 
www.grandcentralapartments.com 


DORCHESTER $1195, Two 
bedroom(s)-5 rm aprt,2 
bedrm,1/bath in 3fam house 
Enclosed front porch and back 
deck. front porch could be used 
as small bedroom or office. The 
dining Call 201-845-7300 or 


ViSit www.sublet.com/phx asp 


DOWNTOWN $825, One 
bedroom(s)-ROOMMATE 
WANTED! The apartments in 
the heart of downtown Boston! 
Looking for a fun, chill room- 
mate to share one bedroom 
apartment with..walk Call 201- 
845-7300 or visit www.sublet.com 
phx. asp 


East Cambridge 2BR $1450 
NO BROKERS FEE Gorgeous 
two bedroom apartment, laun- 
dry in the building, steps to the 
Green Line T!! Grand Central 
Apartments Open on weekends 
617-342-7118 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 


Hyde Park 1BR $950 NO 
BROKERS FEE One bedroom 
apartment available, utilities 
and off street parking included 
quieV/safe area! Grand Central 
Apartments Open on weekends 
617-342-7118 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 


Federal 








cid 











BACK BAY 


Prime Neighborhood 
Accepting Applications for: 





Studios - $795-S 1,007 
I BR- $852-S1,135 


Located one and a half blocks from 


green and orange lines. 


INCLUDES ALL UTILITIES! 
617-267-8433 


Management 













LEXINGTON $1300 Two 
bedroom(s)-First floor of a well 
maintained 2-family house. Re 
finished hardwood floors. Ther 
mopane windows throughout 
dishwasher. Off-street parking i 
Call 201-845-7300 or visit 


LowellLofts.com 


978-458-0031 
Newburyport-S$1,000+ 


BR lakefront hse w/pract 
Jeck, dock, pine trees, grt 
for drummer, 1-781-23 3976 
NEWTON $1325 One 
bedroom(s)-Apartment Avail 
able: Heat, hot water, and cook 
ing gas included in rentQuiet 


buildingBuilding is wired for 
high speed internet access Call 
201-845-7300 or visit 


North End 2BR $1300 NO 
BROKER FEE Newly updated 
one bedroom apartment, fan- 
tastic neighborhood, pets ne- 
gotiable, close to everything! 
Grand Central Apartments 
Open on weekends 617-342- 
7118 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 


PARKSIDE PLACE 


Magnificent Views 
Cambridge-Large sunny, reno- 
vated 3BR, 1.5 bath, walk-in 
closets, Avail now, 24 hour con- 
cierge, fitness center, toddler 
room & parking. Rent inc all 
utils, free high speed Internet & 
cable TV. $2450. NO FEE 


617-876-7979 





Quincy Center 1BR $950 NO 
BROKER FEE Large one bed- 
room apartment in a two family 
house, off street parking, near T 
line, utilities included! Grand 
Central Apartments Open on 
weekends 617-342-7118 

www.grandcentralapartments.com 


QUINCY Spacious 2BR 


near highway. Large mas- 
ter BR, lots of closet space, 


no pets $1050 and up. 
617-640-3856 





REVERE eh with newer 


kitchen & bath. W/D in base- 


ment, close to Blue Line 
$1150/mo. First and security 
781-581-6323. 


ROSLINDALE-Great Location 
3BR Apt, Hyde Park Ave. Sun- 
ny, Convenient to Bus and T 
Updated, Parking, Great Value 
at $1,290. 617-763-5559 


SOMERVILLE-2 BR near Port- 
er & Davis. Irg Ir, dr, w&d, no 
fee. $1600+utils 

Call 617-771-5119 
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| SOMERVILLE | 
1br. Stu inc ht&hw $800 
1br, City Hall 

tbr, Davis Sq inc all 








$925 














































$110 | 


1br,Winter Hill inc ht&hw..$110 
2br, Winter Hill $1000 
2br, Davis Sq $1250 | 
3br, Davis Sq $14( 


| 3br, Porter Sq 
4br 
4br, Porter Sq 2 full bath $21( 


br. P il bath .$ 


(617) 623-6631 


MI 11,0 
& bad Norton 


| ry * 
| ERA cru . . 
ae" In the heart of the city 


SOMERVILLE | | 


Cambridge, Medford 
Malden, Chelsea, E. Boston 
| We Pay you to rent thru us. | 
Studio 
1BD.... 








Davis Sq 


rter Sq 2 f 





| lies an oasis of lush green grass, flower lined walkways 


and shady trees. Markets, restaurants and shops of all 





kinds are tucked into 48 beautiful acres. Towers rise 





| 
ay | | from the thick green to stand proud in the city’s skyline 
4BD... | | Your interior space is luxurious hardwood and sunshine 


ROSS R.E. 
617-666-8188 


= al iS an oasis. 


2BR, Near Union sq. hrd fl w 
fireplace. W/D. $900 p/mth (1st } 
last req). Avail now | 

Call 617-504-0811 


And your private balcony with spectacular views 





Live in Boston’s Premier Luxury Community...for less than you think. 


CRE 


SOMERVILLE $1800, Three 
bedroom(s)-Large 3br, approx 
1400 sq. ft, living room, dining 
room, eat in kitchen, lots of light 
hardwood flooring , new storm 
windows, 1/2 mile to Call 201- 
845-7300 or visit wwwsut 


phx.asp 


CHARLES RIVER PARK 
APARTMENTS 





Studios + 1, 2 and 3 Bedroom Apartments Townhouses and Penthouses 


5 Lonaeliow lace 617-742-2920 Open Mon 1 oan 


Boston, MA 02114 Sat. 10am-Spm 


Sun. 12r 4pm | 
2 zfviry 


STRATTON WOODS 

SCARBORO-1fir,2BR 
1BA,1 Car attached,WD 
W,LR w/fpic,$1200 
/mo+utils.Call 415-3671 


www.equityapartments.com 














Back Bay / Boston 











Priced at $799,000 




































Property Overview: 
This Extraordinary and unique property is perfect for the Music 
Enthusiast and contains a fully operational and wired professional 
Recording Studio. This Manhattan Style Townhouse contains beautiful 
craftsmanship and a Master Bedroom which overlooks a Chef's 
kitchen. The high ceilings make this an absolute must see! 









































Call Jon Mason at Sweeney & Schulz Real Estate 


781-881-4022 
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Real Estate /Roommates 





REALTY 


STUDIO: Allston, Best Buy 
Large Room, Sunny On T .$750 


West 
$825 


STUDIO: Boston, B.u 


Campus, A/C, Porch 


STUDIO: Fenway, Alcove, Sun- 


ny And Clean $940 
1BED:allston. Crisp, Classic 
Style On Comm Ave $935 
1BED: Oak Square.no Lead 
Ready Today, Parking $995 
1BED: Alliston, Split Style, Great 
For Two $1050 


1BED: Cleveland Circle, E.i.k 
Pets Allowed $1200 


2BED: Brighton Center, Modern 
Complex $1100 


2BED: Allston 
Modern Kitch 


Great LayOut 
$1200 


2BED: Boston, West CamPus 
ModErn Kitch 
$1300 


Large Rooms 


2BED: Allston Com Ave, Mod- 


ern Condo,very Nice $1450 
3BED: Oak Square, Shiny 
Floors Spacious Parking 

$1500 
3BED Packards Corner 


Gleaming, Just Redone, Porch 
$1650 


4BED: Allston, In House, Two 
Baths, Shows Great. On 
$2,000 


5BED: Boston 


Campus, Duplex, Pkg.....$2,50¢ 


University West 


Boston's Best Realty 
1149 Commonwealth Ave 
617 782 6000 


WEST ROXBURY $1200, Tw 


bedroom(s)-F floor 2 bed 





room 1 bathroom apartment in 
well-maintained 2-family house 
© Beautiful neighborhood, nice 
small yard 6 Cleveland Circle/F 
Call 201-845-73 


www 


300 or visit 





REPEL IIL 
Real Estate for 
Sale 





LowellLofts.com 





978-458-0031 









ALLSTON-Fifth floor corner 
init, HW floors, great city views 
from private roof deck, 1BR with 
plenty of space. 350k. Jon M 

yn S&S RE 781-881-4022 


BACK BAY/BOSTON-This 
Unique property is fit for the 
music enthuseaust & contains a 
fully wired pro recording studio 
$799k. Jon Mason S&S RE 
781-881-4022 


CAMBRIDGE 


UNIVERSITY R. E. 


HARVARD SQ 


CAMBRIDGE, Brattle Area 

57 Brewster St. 1897 single 
from Cambridge Restorations 
Six bdrms, 4.5 baths, 5,079 
sq.ft. floor area. Family rm. 2 
home offices w/sep. entr. Lovely 
city garden. $3.5M 


CAMBRIDGE, Harvard Sq 

11.5 Hilliard St. 1894 single 
Camb. Restorations. 2-story 
atrium. 2 fireplaces, DR, family 
room. 4 bdrm 3.5 baths. Priv 
courtyd. 2 home offices w/sep 
entr. $2.85M 


CAMBRIDGE, Avon Hill 

14 Linnaean. Big updated 1884 
single. 5+ br, 3.5 ba, 3,000+ 
sq.ft. liv area. Office, fine 
garden. $1.699M 


CAMBRIDGE, 8 Field St. 2nd 
flr, 2fam. 2 br, sm. study. DR 
attic. ‘01 bath-&kit. Tandem 
park. $419K 


CAMBRIDGE, 16 Fainwood 
Rehab. 1st fir, secluded 3fam 
DR, fine kit, 2 bdrm, priv. deck 
$399.9K 


Fred Meyer, Realtor 
2000 President MA Realtors 
Licensed R.E. Appraiser 
University R.E. 
Harvard Sq 
617-876-1200 


See ALL your choices now with 
addresses, color photos 
comps 
& many video home tours 


www.cambridgecondos.com 
www.housesnearharvard.com 

















CHARLESTOWN 


GIBSON 


Real Estate 
CHARLESTOWN 


3 BR's, 3.5 Baths, garage, a/c 
oak floors, cathedral ceiling 
granite & stainless kitchen. Pri 
vate patio & more! $619K 


Mon. Ave Corner, Sunny 1 BR 

condo in gas lit area, wood 

floors, laundry in unit. $309K 

2 BR's, 2 Bath duplex with 

city views and a wonderful 

deck & garden $479,900 

3 BR, 2 Bath 1,700sf town 

house with central ac, gas fire 

place, garage, oak floors, gran 

ite kit. Open floor plan $565K 
View many more listings at 

GibsonRE.com 


Open 7 Days 
Gibson Charlestown 
Real Estate 
142 Main Street 
617-242-3073 








Winthrop by the Sea! 
Only minutes to Boston, Miles of 
sandy beaches & Spex 
Boston Skyline & ocear 








Pp 





ay Of quality Je that 
will exceed your expecations! 
All new 3 or 4 br, 2.5 ba, 2,700 
+ sq. ft. townhomes, gorgeous 
new wood craftsmanship, gran 
ite/stainiess kithens, steps t 
t h e 
ocean! from $485,000.06 





Boston skyline views abound! 
Enjoy oceanside living with your 
own private beach + seaside 
deck, sprawling 4 br, 3 ba cape 
elegant fireplaced living room 











juest quarters, $624,900 
Exceptional 2 family 6 + ex 
pace th qual 
dern 
ors. a step above 
yly maintair 
wut n . 
as f ara a 
vall ng € 
r arge $529.9) 
Total updates for this unique 4 
orm, 2 ba iS full, extended liv 
ng quarters for family & guest 


gorgeous new maple kitchen 
leads to deck with beautiful 
views, fireplace, expandable 
atic, plenty of parking 
$429,900.00 

Jon't miss this one!! Young 


br, 1.5 ba ranch with finished 









basement, mode: aple kitch 
en, family room itral air.a lot 
better th renting! 
$299,900.00 


Oceanfront condos, sweeping 
Boston Skyline views! all gor 
geous natural gumwwod craft- 
ed 2 & 3 bedroom condos, fire 
places, built in bookcases, up 
dated granite kitchens, extend- 
ed guest quarters and expand- 
able attic, $429,900.00 


Highland Real Estate 
617-846-8000 
www.highlandre.com 





suuléts/ 
Temporary 


ALLSTON 


Sublease 

1 B/R for sublet in 2 B/R 
apmt; Newly renovated 
kitchen, fully furnished 
HWD fis, big screen TV, en- 
terainment ctr HT/HW 
incld, laundry in bid, near T 
Avail: Dec 20th to May 
20th. $550. Day: 781-407 
9330. Eve: 617-872-5592 


Allston-Right across street 
form Harvard Avenue B 
line. 1BR in 4BR apt. Ist 
floor of house. fully fur 
nished huge room and two 
living rooms. Avail Jan-May 
31st. Negotiable on period 
of stay 

914-837-3381 

fnorth @bu.edu 


BROOKLINE $3200 hree 


uItes 





Furnished-Zee Paragon 
offers fully furnished rooms, stu 
jios, 1 and 3 BR apartments 
for short ong-term rental 
Conveniently locate Call 201 
845-7300 or visit 


DORCHESTER $1400, Three 
Furnished-AS PER 

DETAILS ABOVE , 
845-7300 or visit www 














NORTH END $2395, One, Fur- 
nished-Little Italy! FURNISHED 
SUNNY&CLEAN, Quiet, nr T 
for business or pleasure, be my 
guest in this well-furnished 
1BR. HIGH CEILINGS EXPO 
Call 201-845-7300 or visit 


www sublet com/phx asp 


SANDWICH 
HOUSE FOR RENT 


Beautiful, Well Kept 2 Bedroom 
Cape. Furnished. 1.5 Bath 
Washer & Drier. Oil Heat. Hard- 
wood Floors. Ocean View. Easy 
access to Rtes 3, 6 and 495. Off 
Street Parking. Weekly Trash 
Pickup. Available Now thru 
June. $1000 per month + Util 
NO PETS. References Re 
quired. Call 978-263-3231 


KILLINGTON Ski Club 
“sick of crowded ski houses? 
Come join the tribe at the Kok- 
opelli Inn. Seasonal shares. Pri- 
vate rooms w/bath. Use of all 
amenities! 802-236-4409 


Home Buyer 
Services 


Become a Savvy 
Homebuyer 


Learn how at our free seminar 
Wednesday 1/26, 7-8:30pm at 
the Radisson Hotel, 777 Me 
morial Drive Cambridge 
Space limited For info 
www.channingrealestate.com. | 
Or call: 617-796-2905 








CHANNING 
REAL ESTATE 


ROOMMATES 


All Areas 


| 
| 
| 
Roommates.com Browse hun- | 
| 





dreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your 
roommate with a click of the 
mouse! Visit 


www.Roommates.com 


walk toCLrain | 


GET RESULTS! 


Make your ad stand out 


tching Nn 
atching icc 


ease response 








ur line ad. Call For Detat 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX | 
CLASSIFIEDS 


| 
Rooms Available 
BOSTON 


Zen Martial Art Temple living 
study under Shim Gum Do, | 
Mind Sword Path Founding | 
Master, Zen Master Chang Sik | 
Kim. Spacious, clean, secure | 
living near Cleveland Circle. | 
Private room, beautiful grounds 
Meals, utilities, training fees in- 
cluded only $800/month $75 
parking!! Cail Mary Stackhouse 
(617)787-1506 


*CHELSEA 
WATERFRONT* 


M to shre with M beautiful 3 fi 
Condo w/waterfront view and 
bek yard. Private Room & Bth | 
on sep floor. W&D in unit. $725 
incl ht, ht wtr and cable. near 
T. Avail now 617-887-1521 


SOMERVILLE: | 


Male Rmmates wnt. Close to | 
buses, no pets. $450+ ht & utils 
W/D, 1 mth sec. 617-625-7047 


no calls after 10pm 


WEST NEWTON 


Prof M/F wanted to shr 2 bdr | 
apt in 2 family house. Free off 
St. prk $600 + util. Call John 
Close to all shopping, transit 


617 859-3310 


ALLSTON-F prof/grad wanted | 
for room in renovated apt All 
ston. Victorian house near Hvd 
Biz Sch. Free street pkg, Ig liv- 
ing room & kitchen, sun prch 
storage space, internet/cable 
ready, and fireplace. Close to 
Hvd Sq, Mass Pike, Storrow 
Hvd/Comm Ave's. Easy access 
via bus to Hvd/Central Squares 
green/red lines. $750 per | 
month + utilities. No pets | 
617-499-4877 





ALLSTON: 
Nice RM in 3 person apt. Nr | 
bus line & green line. $500/mo | 
+utils. Avi now! Nice 
617-782-3476 


quiet lox 


Almost Solo-Ashmont 
Dorch-Seek quiet prof F } 
Share sunlit spacious 2BR 
w/ptime F w/d. nr T. garage 
porch yd $875+ 825-4481 | 





BACK BAY Gm Sking quiet 


non-smoking M 4 impressive 





ondo near public garden. fur 
nished except 4 yr bedroom 
$750/mo +util. 617-437-6735 

Beaches/T/Boston close-safe 


nice/good area. Semi-furnished | 
$295+. 617-846-8119 or email 

| 
Taochia @ aol.com 


BELMONT-Furn'd rm. No smkr 

$600 util incld, 78 bus to HVD 

STA. Shr k&b, Indry, pkg 
617-484-5210 


BOSTON Symphony/NU area 
2 students (1 M & 1 F) seek 
roommate, N/S, quiet, for 1 BD 
in 3BD apt. Pvt balcony, Ige Iv 
rm, kit, dn rm, hdwd firs, w/d 
ac. Nr. shops and T. Great 
area.$1000+util. 781-710-1205 


BRAINTREE: shr 2BR condo 
All util,$400,1 and 1. Nr T, pkg 
w/d in bldg, No pets, Smokers 
ok, storage.need car 

Call anytime & leave message 

Warren 781-843-2460 


Brighton Lady to Share Apart 
ment with couple over 40 $250 
each a month, Sofa in Living 
Room. Closet, Everything In- 
cluded. 617-734-0274 


BRIGHTON-$700 a month + 
utilities. 3 bedroom apartment 
on Commonwealth Ave., seek- 
ing third roommate. Located on 
the B line, easy walk to C and D 
lines. Minutes from Boston Col 
lege. Easy on street parking 
Washer/dryer in basement 
Roommates are 22 year old 
male law student and 30 year 
old male graduate sociology 
student. Please contact Leigh at 
cumminlb @ bc.edu or 
857.498.2539 


BRIGHTON/ 
BROOKLINE 


M 48 sks prof M 25+ to shre 2 
BD apt. near T, on st pkg or 
rented pking lot. Modern big w. 
laundry, porch. Cable & internet 
avail. $590 incl heat and hot 
water. Avail ASAP. 
for pics go to: 
www.idmstudios.com 
617-739-6876 
Idmstudios @comcast.net 


BROOKLINE-Cleveland Circle 
area, large historic home. Maid 
Service. Single, Gay, Physician 
from India/Pakistan. In ex 
change you provide exercise 
training, stretching routine, total 
body massage, landscaping 
yard and shoveling snow. Men 
only. Must be non-smoker, non- 
alcoholic, neat, clean, honest & 
reliable. Handyman skills plus 
References required. Ideal op 
portunity for aspiring artist 
Blooming professional athlete 
competitive body builder, grad- 
uate or professional student 
Can provide stipend for per- 
sonal trainer services. Compat 
ibility and companionship es 
sential criteria for selection. Call 
Hassan Voice mail 617-499. 
4899 or emai 


http:// 





ensualsoulfulmd @ verizon. net 


Brookline-Coolidge Corner 
Furn Bdrm avail in Ig sunn pt 


able in rm 

















Beacon St o 
N >t A 

BROOKLINE ny bdrm 
avi for prof M/F, shr ig kitch & 
vgrr laund s t T, $6 
itils. Avail Immed! 
617-277-2972. Al or Jeremy 
Cambridge Share Fur 
nished, quiet bedroom available 


in i spacious three bedroom 
apartment, all utilities included 
great roommates! Grand Cen 
tral Roommates Open on week 
ends 617-342-7172 


www.grandcentralroommates.com 


CAMBRIDGE/ 
WATERTOWN: 


Skg 1 roommate for Spa- 
cious newly renov 3BR hse 
Attic, 2 LRs 





2. floors 
sunrm, pool table, W/D. 
T/Bus access. AVAIL NOW 


$533+. 919-788-9052 or 
617-924-5945 





CAPE COD 


Bourne; Guy 40+ wanted 
to shr Waterfront hse w/dock & 
gym Year round. $600/mth 
Call 508-563-5813 


Chelsea, Prattville 

M/F to share 1Br avail in 2 br 
on public trans. free parking 
$500 incl. heat/hot water 
617-823-3701 


COLLIDGE CORNER/ 
BROOKLINE 

1 BD avail in a 3 BD apt 
Lg, sunny,clean & furnishd apt 
(Rm not fnshd). Close to T 
$600 incl util, ist & Lst dep 
ask for Laura 617-504-1062 
Available 12/1 


Coolidge Corner Share $650 
Beautiful, sunny bedroom avail- 
able in a huge four bedroom 
apartment, newly renovated 
kitchen, great area! Grand Cen 
tral Roommates Open on week- 
ends 617-342-7172 


www.grandcentralroommates.corr 


Davis Square-2 rms in 3br 
apt,1 f sking n/s roommate, 3 
biks from T,bik from bike path 
have 1 dog & 1 cat, $925+ 
Please call Marji 617-628-6263 


DAVIS SQUARE 

Vegetarianish house in need of 
N/S, queer friendly, thrift store 
going, laid back, exceptional 
person to share space, and cul 
tivate laughter, and encourage 
reativity. 5 BR house w/ new 
HWF, freshly painted walls 
large kitchen, 1.5 bath, and lots 
of space. Call 405-204-7081 
21-25ish. $400 incl hot wter & 


wireless internet 


DEDHAM: 





wanted to share 


beautiful single family house. Nr | 


Rte 128. Avi now! All amenities 
$550-$700. N/S. Need car 

Call Howard 781-329-7992 
Cell: 617-640-0869 
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DORCHESTER: Nice room on 
safe residential st for $435 
Free W/D. Bus direct to 
UMASS, Back porch, hwd firs 
Most pets ok. 617-825-5087 


DORCHESTER-Adam's _Vil- 
lage, Female to share 8 room 4 
bedroom apt, near T, $450/mo 
+utils. 617-265-3225 


DORCHESTER-Looking _ for 
Roommate, gay friendly, On- 
street prkg, on T, Avail 12/1 
$575 utils incl. 617-279-5490 
call anytime 


Dorchester-34 Pond Street 
near Red line, easy access to 
downtown. Close to UMASS 
Boston, Female. $500 util in- 
cluded. 617-549-2530 


DRACUT-Near UMASS Lowell 
N Campus. Sincere Bi-Div-W 
Male looking for honest & Bi or 
curious straight male for room- 
mate. | own a 2 bed condo in 
Dracut with fully furnished bed- 
room to rent queensized bed, 
TV, very comfortable for the 
right person. Asking $585.00 
per month includes all utility 
(reasonable usage) and clean- 
ing service to accomodate work 
schedules. Note-this is not a 
personal ad, this is a place for 
you to live. Ask for Denis cell 
978-902-1140 


JAMACIA = PLAIN-$650+util 
Lovely 2BR. Non smoker. M/F 
mature professional. Near T 
furnished, laundry, garden, cats 
ok. Call 617-522-1129 


JAMAICA PLAIN 

Sk 1 prof/grad m/f to shre town- 
house. Walk to pond/T/Bus 39 
pkg, yard, no pets/smkg. quiet 
sunny. $500 617-513-8649 


LOWELL 


Nice area, Room in private 
Home for responsible person 
clean, W/D, yard, quiet street 
$400 All included 
978-970-0632 


Lynn/Swampscott Line 

Walk to train/beach town hse 
Gay M 4 same pkng W/D. hse 
privileges. yd, decks. All $675 
781-598-9236 


Medford Lg BR w/ walk-in clos- 
et in 3BR house. Beautiful 
quiet street. Cls to The Fells 
Med Sq, bus lines (94-96, 134 
326). Nr Rts 2, 93. Extra space 
fpl, nice yd, w/d. $733+. 2M 58 
50, cat looking for friendly, non- 
smk F/M to share fairly clean 
quiet house. Call Barry 617- 
926-0467 


MEDFORD 


Shre Apt $500+util. Storage 
W/D. On T & Commuter Rail 
line. Absolutely No Drugs & No 
Smoking. 781-483-3404 


MEDFORD-Male sks Reliable 
Female, $650 a month+utils, 2 
rms w/access to whole house 
parking, storage & laundry 
No partying. 781-820-2896 


MEDFORD-Nr Tufts-1 LF Sks 

for sunny, large clean apt 
Hard Wd firs, W/D, prkg, cats 
%k. $600+. 11/15 or 12/1. Call 
Lupe 781-874-1285 


NAHANT: Shr 4 bdr, ocean 
front hse w/2 adults and child 
Lg bdr w/ocean view. Beach 
parking, yard,w/d, cable, $545 

Avail ASAP 781-581-0181 





Nashua NH-Male/Female 
wanted to share with Male, 2BR 
apartment, 1.5 baths, A/C, near 
Rte.3. $475 per month+half 
utils. 603-490-9433 


NEEDA 
ROOMMATE FAST?! 


617-859-9777 
www.roommateexpress.com 


Newton Share $600 Large 
bedroom available in a three 
bedroom apartment, steps to 
the Green Line (Newton 
Center) T stop! Grand Central 
Roommatess Open on week- 
ends 617-342-7172 

www.grandcentralroommates.com 


PEABODY-2 F to share a large 
house, yard, parking, close to 
128, W/D, pool, completely re- 
modeled, large rooms. $800 
utils included. 978-977-0816 


REVERE BEACH Female 
seeks roommate to share 
large two Bed with: W/D, 
Lrg walk-in closet, off street 


parking. Minute walk to T, 
Beach & Stores. $600/mo + 
1/2 util. Avail immed. Call 
Heather 781-289-0446 





REVERE BEACH 
Share house. 3 blocks beach 
and T. $450 incl util!. First & 
last. Male wtd. 781-289-2002 


REVERE-1M sks M roommate 
1 Ig sunny BR, 3rms + ba, hw 
firs, newly painted, 2nd fir apt in 
3 fam hse. Gay Friendly. $400 
incl utils. 617-447-9221 


SOMERVILLE-Avail Now, 1Br 
in 3 Br. Porter/Davis $534+utils 
each. Clean, quiet, non smok 
ing, no pets, professional M/F 
603-498-6192 


SOMERVILLE-Davis / Porter 1 
bed in 2 bed spacious & sunny 
apartment. Laundry, living rm 
dining rm, porches. $700, Great 
deal. 617-501-7014 


SOMERVILLE 
2 Bd avail in a 2 family house. 5 
min from Davis Sq T. deck & 
back yard. $675/each rm 
smokers & pets ok. Avi Jan 1st 
617-776-2662 


SOMERVILLE-Porter/Harvard 
Sq, sks 2 roommates for 4BR 
d/w, storage space in base- 
ment, across street from super- 





market, new fridge. Sks non 
smoker, 25+, reliable, stable, 
laid back. $435+util. Contact 


Derek at 617-905-1505 








Watertown 
1BR in 4BR apt. Close to T. W. 
D, LR, DR, 2 full baths. Off- 
Street parking. Plenty of stor- 
age. Open/closed-in deck 
Small cat. 617-393-1834. 


Watertown-rm in spac apt 
avail- great loc - near T $500 
inclusive w/prk, WD. 1 gay m, n/ 
s, drug free, established pro- 
fessional seeking 1 or 2 room- 
mates m/f, grad student or prof 
responsible and laid-back 

Call 617-923-2887 


WOBURN-Mature GF looking 
for same to share 3br duplex 
near 128 & 93, no drugs no al- 
cohol, pets ok. Call days 
8:00am-1:00pm or leave mes- 
sage. $650+shared utils 
781-491-0179 


Rooms Wanted 


A HUGE 
VICTORIAN 


Dorchester 1BR_ avail 
Large sunny apt. near Red 
Line. E/I kitchen, w/d. d/w. 
Easy on-street parking 
$600+util 617-436-1069 





“| personals 


bess —— _THE ‘al 
KOSS DX 
in... 


1 
for you 


He’s a Latin guy, 25, always 
open to new experiences 
and new in town. And he’s wa 





























Certified 
Massage Therapy 


$5 OFF 1ST 
SESSION 


The ultimate and self 


pampering. Swedish, Thai, 
Sports massages and 
reflexology. 
617-285-3580 


**AWESOME MASSAGE** 
NORTH OF BOSTON 
Total body massage for 

men. Rob 978-352-6890 


**NIRVANA** 


Experience a _ euphoric 
massage tailored to the 
unique stresses of the cor- 
porate and college gentle- 
man. Indulge in lustrious 
rapture at the hands of a 


man for a man. Attention 
students: Let me lighten 
your load with 30% regular 
rates for a limited time 

Call for appt 

781-640-2098 in calls only. 


*TOTAL MAN* 


Combining Swedish, hot stone 
4 hands by male, Sports and 
Tantric sessions. Central loca- 
tion, parking & T. Clean & dis- 
creet. Free driving service 
AM discounts. 
617-822-2944 


*Moondance 
Massage” 


We have therapists available 
Open 7 days/evenings! Con- 
veniently located off Rt. 195, on 
Rt. 6. Walk-ins are always wel- 
come. We also offer Hot Stone 
Massage. This is a private and 
relaxing setting. Come and visit 
us on your way to the casinos 
www.moondancemassage.com 
or call us at 


508-336-1313. 


$$55 Hr. $$75 1 1/2 hr. 
FRIENDLY CERTIFIED 
MASSAGE nr Beacon St. 
1-866-BackRub. 
BostonMassage.com. David 
Brandon. IN/OUT 


A PLUS 
MASSAGE 


Senior discount available | 


In & Out. Call for appt. after 


Eddie at 781- 
367-4610. 


9 am 


AVATAR MASSAGE 
9:00am-9:00pm M-Sat 
HALF PRICE!! 

Credit Cards Accepted | 
Metro Boston 
781-395-1758 


BODYWORK FOR MEN 
Skilled male therapist. North of 
Logan. Day/Eve appointments 
Justin 781-789-4449 


CANDLE LIGHT MASSAGE 
Stress reduction with a 
nurturing massage 
(617) 661-8860 


CHINESE BODY 
MASSAGE 


Specializing in relief from Pain 
Stress, Tention & Insomnia 
508-651-9111 
SEE OUR DISPLAY! 


Deep, Nurturing 


Massage. 
Licensed/Certified. Mon-Sat 
Call 617-731-4336 


ESALEN 
MASSAGE & 


HOT TUB 
WHOLISTIC BODYWORK 
Nurturing Caring Gentle 


PRIVATE WOODED 
SETTING 
Certified and Licensed 


Mind, Body & Spirit 





1-978-266-2727 


www.massagehottub.com 


ESCAPE 
Enjoy a wonderful massage by 
a female therapist that will 
leave 
you completely relaxed in a 
stress free comfortable setting 
Take an hour vacation from 
your life; next stop paradise 
617-304-9354 
Hiring 


FOR MEN 
Men To Men 


Massage 
Experience a pleasurable full 
body relaxing massage. You 

will feel rejuvenated! 

617-921-4145 


MASSAGE 


617.983.0011 


BY LICENSED 
MASSAGE THERAPIST 








FOR MEN 


Worcester area.Bodyworks 
massage to relieve stress from 
work, marriage or life. In/Out 
Call Anthony 508-344-0087 


FULL BODY MASSAGE 


STIMULATING 
FULL BODY MASSAGE 
In-Out calls by mature male 
Call Michael @ 781-938-1196 


FULL BODY 
MASSAGE 


by licensed massueses in Ded- 
ham area. Specializing in 
Swedish, Therapeutic, muscu 
lar therapy. Tanning available 
Also hiring licensed masseuses. 
781-461-8266 


HAWAIIAN 
MASSAGE 


Experience the soothing 
blissful rhythms and 
graceful flow of Hawaiian 


massage. Relax & Let Go 
with a natural flow. Loving 
Nurturing Healing 
Massage from the Heart 
By Appt. 9am-9pm Lisa 


617-547-6191 


HEAVENLY 
MASSAGE 


Sensual full body massage that 
will take your mind body and 
soul to the next level. Once 
you've taken the journey with 
us, you will return for many 

more adventures 
617-803-4283 


LEAVE YOUR STRESS 
BEHIND 
Rebalance and restore your 
well-being and harmony. Pro- 
foundly relaxing healing touch 
and hands-on bodywork. Call 
for appointment 978-369-8978 

(Acton) 


MASSAGE FOR 
MEN AND WOMEN 


Variety of massages. By appt 
no outcails 
Malden 617-816-3981 


Massage Therapist 
Proficient, Deep Tissue 
Swedish. 7 days a week 


MA/NH border. 
Call David 978-457-5359 


MASSAGE 
THERAPY 


Get a good relaxing massage in 
a private, comfortable setting by 
a skilled male therapist 

Call 617-331-2599 


NH SEACOAST MAN 

37 yr old, gives theraputic mas 
sage to discerning gentleman 
10 yr school experience 
Serving NH, MA border 

in/out. Allan 978-319-0650 





North Shore Swedish/ Deep 
Tissue/Esalen Full Body 
Massage. 

Studio or outcall by male thera 

pist. Call Carl for appt @ 
781-956-3322. Visit us at 
arelaxationresponse.com 





OUT OF THE BLUE 
Stressed out? Feeling 
down? A massage will 


chase away the blues. Our 


therapist will rejuvenate 
your mind & body. AC & 
showers avl. Call 
617-731-2993 


PAR EXCELLENCE! 


Solid, Thorough W/Heart 
Relax & Let Go 
An Esalen Massage 
JEFF 
617-236-7009 


SELF DAY SPA 


Come in and unwind with a 
soothing full body massage 
New staff. Open 6 days 
Call for appt 781-324-3232 


HOME DETOXIFICATION 
UNIQUE HOME 
DETOX 


For drug and alcohol 
addiction. Private and 
confidential. Physician 

directed. Covered by 

all insurance plans. 
1-800-770-1904 


(24 hours) 


CHINE.SE-. 
BODY 
MASSAGE 
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Mind, Body & Spirit 


SENSUAL 
TOUCH 


1 hour full body various 
sensual massages avail- 


able. Incall location on 


North Shore 
Mon-Sat. 9am-6pm ask for 
Lisa 781-632-5245 


SOUTH of Boston: 


Massage for men. Relaxation 
sports, pain relief. Certified, |i- 
censed male therapist. Days/ 
evenings 617-471-5900 


SOUTH SHORE 
Chinese 
Acupressure 
Massage Therapy 


Friendly staff & great rates! 
For Appt call Shirely 

781-331-3353 

150 Washington Street 

Weymouth 


THERAPUTIC 
MASSAGE 


Indulge yourself with a relaxing 
full body massage in a private 


discreet setting. Savin Hill Area 
$75 per hour, certified 
Michael: 617-504-3131 
Or visit my website 
WWW.MASSAGE4ALL.COM 


TIRED of spending your money 
on a lousy massage and 
“stress” release? Get a real 

massage by a professional 
male therapist 
Clean and 
617.825.5834 


TOTAL BODY 
MASSAGE 


by Latino male therapist with 
great body & hands. Release 
your daily stress from home & 
work in a relaxing & private 
atmosphere. COLLEGE 
DISCOUNTS. St8/bi-curious 
se habla espanol 
617-240-0095 


safe setting 














Traditional Thai 


Massage 

Back from Vacation by Thai 
Massage Therapist of 20yrs 
exp.-reduce muscular strain 
stiffness, stimulation of circula- 
tion and metabolism facilitates 
healing. $35/hr. Call ORN 857- 
204-5377 or 617-372-3154 


TRADITIONAL 
MASSAGE 


Increase your body's 
circulation. Similar in benefits to 
accupuncture but no needles 


258 Elm Street in Davis 
Square, Somerville 
10 AM - 10 PM 7 days a week 
Appt only 617-625-3366 


1245 Hancock St, rear side, 
Quincy Ctr.T Station 
617-689-0060 
10AM- 10 PM 7 days a week 


AFFORDABLE, EXCELLENT 
PSYCHOTHERAPY AND 
CAREER COUNSELING 

for young adults. Life. Love 
Dating. Career. Self Esteem 
and more. Over 20 years 
experience. Individual, group 
and couples counseining 
Interview us at no charge 
617-868-7775 Carl J 
Schneider and Marcia Weiss 


Philosophical 
Counseling 
Dr. Uri Henig, 413-253-4447 
www PhilosophyDialogue.net 
free initial consultation 


Addiction/ 
Recovery 


HOME DETOXIFICATION 
UNIQUE HOME 
DETOX 


For drugs and alcohol ad- 


diction. Private and confi- 
dential. Physician directed 
Covered by all insurance 
plans 

1-800-770-1904 (24 hours) 





Sustenance 
Nourishing Body, Mind and 
Soul. A spiritual solution to 
food compulsion & weight 


control. Michael J. Mark- 
Wellness Coach. Phone 
sessions available. For 
more information go to 
www.mysustenance.com 





Miscellaneous 
Male Witch 


Psychic readings and counsel- 
ing. Casting and removal of 
spells. Contact with spirits. Call 
24/7 Tom 800-419-3346 Credit 
Debit cards. Get pack the one 
you love 


MASSAGE 
THERAPIST 
SEEKING 
EMPLOYMENT 


Well Trained Massage therapist 
seeks full-time position within a 
day spa or hollistic practice en- 
vironment. Many modalities of- 
fered. For more information call 
603-231-2140 





Yoga Studios 


GIFT FOR A POWER 
YOGA MAVEN: 


Great T’s: “Down Dog,” 
"Up Dog,’ ‘Dancer's 
pose,’and ‘Vinyasa.’ 

cateshops.com/poweryogacntri 





MICE SKATING CLASSES at 14 RINKS 


e CHILDREN (4% up) & ADULTS 









BAY STATE 
SKATING SCHOOL 


www.baystateskatingschool.org 
eeeoeeeeooeeoeoeeoeoeoeoee eee 0 


Want to go 
out tonight? 
Check out our 
listings. 









Want to go out 
with someone 
tonight? 


Check these out... 


(a eaties| personals 


Cambridge e 
Clev. Cir/Brookline @ 
Hyde Park/Dedham 
Lynn 
Medford 
Neponset/Dorchester 
Newton/Brighton 
Quincy & 
Somerville 
South Boston e 
Waltham e 
West Roxbury 
Weymouth e 
& 
























Bar/Ciub/ 
Restaurant 
FEMALE DANCERS 


EARN UP TO $800+/wk. Must 
be 18+. Flex hrs/No exp nec 
call Alex 


617-427-6514 
GGherns 
EE 


Business 
Opportunity 


A $250K+ 1st Year 


Income 
Opportunity. Home based. No 
personal! selling. Not MLM! Call 
877-347-3745 24hrs Training 
and support provided 


Are You $$ 
Motivated? 


Learn to earn $200K+, no com- 
mute. Realistic opportunity 
training provided, not MLM 800- 
895-9946 


Business Opportunity 

Proven money making system 
6 Figure potential from home 
Not MLM. 800-345-9688 X4138 


Fire Your Boss! 
Realistic $15K/month potential 
from home. Proven system for 
success. FT/PT EXECUTIVE 
TRAINING INCLUDED. 800- 
359-8336 X5018 


No Boss! 
No commute! Learn to earn 
$2000-$4000/week from home 
Call for free message 800-601- 
3475 


Own a Computer? 


Put It To work! 
Up to $1500-$7500 PT/FT. 
3-6 S.- 7 Oot = Be 0 2 
www.RackUpCash.com 


Career Services 


SR EEE ERT WN SAE ES SEO 
Entry-level positions, 18+, no 
experience necessary, 2 weeks 
paid training, transportation 
lodging provided. $500 signing 
bonus to start. TOLL FREE 1- 
877-646-5050. (AAN CAN) 


General 


$750 Weekly 
Income 


Potential mailing our sales let- 
ters from home. No experience 
necessary. Full/part time. Gen- 
uine opportunity. FREE sup- 
plies and postage. Call 630- 
786-6633 (24 hours) 


&&Earn Extra 
Money$$ 


Deliver the new Verizon tele- 
phone directories. Men and 
women 18 years and older with 
insures vehicles are needed to 
deliver the new Boston WP/YP 
Directories in Boston North 
South, West and areas includ- 
ing Waltham, Woburn, Stone- 
ham, Lynnfield, Tewsbury, Can- 
ton, Malden, Revere, Everette 
and Chelsea. We are also look- 
ing for office clerks and loafers 
Delivery starts about December 
22nd. Work a minimum of 4 
daylight hours per day and get 
paid within 48 hours upon suc- 
cessful completion of your 
route. Call 1-800-979-7978 be- 
tween the hours of 9:00am and 
5:30pm M-F. Refer to job # 
3700-L 


All Cash Candy 


Route! 
Do you earn $800 a day? Your 
own local candy route. Includes 
30 Machines and Candy. All for 
$9,995. 800-807-6525 


Be Your Own Boss 
A realistic $250,000/yr potential 
Work part time (Mon-Thur) on 
your own terms. Not MLM. 24 
hr info 888-377-7274 


COOL TRAVEL JOB. Entry 
level positions, 18+, no experi- 
ence necessary, 2 weeks paid 
training, transportation, lodging 
provided. $500 signing bonus 
to start. TOLL FREE 1-877- 
646-5050. (AAN CAN) 


Cool Travel Job 
Entry level positions 18+, no ex- 
perience necessary, 2 weeks 
paid training, transportation, 
lodging provided. $500 signing 
bonus to start. TOLL FREE 
877-646-5050 


DRIVERS 
ROUTE DRIVER 


Drivers needed to deliver The 
Boston Phoenix newspaper on 
Thursdays and Fridays 

Must have reliable van or pick- 
up, clean driving record and in- 
surance and be available all 
day. For immediate considera- 
tion please call 


617-859-3305 


Phoenix 


CLAS: SAPS 1TE-OS 











Earn $3500 a Week 


Answering surveys online! $25- 
$75 per survey! Guaranteed 
paychecks. Process E-mails on- 
line $25.00 per email. Mystery 
shoppers earn $57.00/hour 
a ee oe ee ee 
www.RealCashPrograms.com 


F/T Wine 
Salesperson 


for MA wholesaler. Must have 
prior sales exp, wine knowl 
edge a plus. Must be outgoing 
energetic and a team player 
Car req. Please forward re- 
sume to info @ wine-cask.com 


Free 4 Room Direct 
TV System 


Includes _ installation, 4 MO 
FREE programming w/NFI 
Sunday Ticket subscription 
Over 250 channels! Limited 
time offer, S&H, restrictions ap- 
ply. 800-877-1251 


Get Paid To Shop 
Mystery shoppers needed to 
pose as customers! Training 
provided. FT/PT/ CALL NOW!! 
1-800-690-1273 


Great Company Silla 


GET RESULTS! 


Make your ad stand out and 
increase response by including 
one of our eye catching icons in 
your line ad. Call For Details 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


Government Jobs 
Earn $12-$48/hr. Available with 
full medical/dental benefits, and 
paid training on clerical, ad 
ministrative, law enforcement 
homeland security, wildlife and 
more! 800-320-9353 X2012 


LIVING 


ASSISTANCE 
UNIQUE OPP ! 
Energetic Student/Anyone, No 
exp. necessary! Great Pay! To 
assist disabled woman call 
617-731-6228 


Movie Extras/ 
Models Needed! 


Earn up to $200-$400 per day 
No experience required. PT/FT. 
All looks and ages needed. Call 
now!! 800-834-3259 


WORK FROM HOME 

PAID IN ADVANCE $1000+WK 
Stuffing envelopes from home 
Earn $4/envip. Guaranteed! 
100% legit 
www.envelopesfromhome.com 


TROT 
Medical research 


Research Study 
Genital Herpes 


Do you have itching, tin- 
gling or burning sensations, 
blisters or raised bumps in 
genital area that irritate, itch 


or cause pain? Do you 
sometimes have pain when 
urinating? You have been 
diagnosed with Genital 
Herpes in the last 6 
months. Taunton Walk In 
Health Clinic. Close to bus 
line. 508-822-2311 





Struggling with 
your weight? 
Research study of health prob- 
lems related to weight using 

FDA approved medicine 

3 visits/1 month @ Joslin Dia- 
betes Center Dr. Amy Fleisch- 
man 617 355-3634 
amy.fleischman @joslin.harvard.edu 


a 
Professional 


Licensed Real Estate 
Agents. 
Wakefield area. Looking for 
3 highly motivated agents, 
experienced or new, to 


work in our friendly office 


Will train. For confidential 
interview,call 

Liz Robbins M-F 1-5:00 
781-245-3001x205 
Prudential Select Realty 


Teaching/ 
Education 


MENTAL HEALTH 
ASSISTANT 
$11.30-14.00/hour 
$1,000 1st wk signing bonus 
No Experience Necessary 
Special ed. school based in 
Canton. FT/PT & relief 
Excellent medical/dental 
benefits. Advancement 
opportunities, pd. training 
MBTA transportation, varied 
schedule, meaningful work 
Happy environment 
Phone 781-830-7801 
email p,malone @judgerc.org 
fax 781-828-7547 

www.judgerc.org EOE/AA 
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real jobs for real people ean ad cal! 617.859.3300 t 
email: classifieds@phx www.thephoenix 





If you need a roommate, 
you need the Phoenix. 


617-859-3300 


95% FIND A ROOMMMATE IN 2-3 WEEKS 





RADIO NETWORK 


FNX ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 
(BOSTON, PORTSMOUTH, & MANCHESTER AREAS) 

Do you love FNX? We are looking for seasoned sales professionals who are enthu- 
Siastic about the FNX radio network. If you think you have the right stuff, let us 
know! Requires 1 year of outside sales experience, media sales a plus. Ability to 
generate new business a must. Job code: FX-AE-PX 

Email your resume with Job Code in the suliject line to JOBS @FVKRA- 


[0.COM. More iformation at www. com 
eoe 


Take your career personally! 
Great Job Opportunities! 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE - WEB AFFILIATE SALES 


Build relationships with popular online sites to join our 
txt2firt.com network. Requires 1+ years sales experience in 
online space and strong selling skills. Need to be high volume 
cold caller and networker. Job Code: P2P-AEW-PX 


The People2People Group is the largest provider of voice and online personals services to media 
companies in the US and abroad. We are a division of The Phoenix Media/Communications Group 
and are based in the company offices near Fenway Park in Boston 


Email resume with the Job Code in the Subject Line to: jobs@PHX.com 


WOULD YOU LIKE 
A CAREER IN MEDIA? 


Join The Phoenix Media Family 
EDITORIAL 


We are seeking a News Editor with strong writing, editing, and story devel- 
opment skills. Must be media savvy, graphically inclined, and willing & 
able to play an on-line as well as in-paper role. Should be culturally 
attuned to the pop, mainstream, and underground. 3 to 5 years editorial 
experience preferred. Send hard copy resume and clips to PMCG HR, 126 
Brookline Ave., Boston MA 02215 Job Code: BP-NED-PX 


SALES 
RETAIL SALES MANAGER 
Lead team of 6-8 sales reps in selling advertising for The Boston Phoenix. 


Requires 5+ years sales/sales management experience. Job Code: BP- 
RSM-PX 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES -- BOSTON PHOENIX 
Outside sales of advertising within an assigned Boston territory. Requires 
1+ years outside sales experience. Job Code: BP-AE-PX 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES -- STUFFQNIGHT MAGAZINE 

Sell advertising in entertainment and fashion/beauty categories. Requires 
1+ year successful outside sales experience. 

Job Code: SN-AE-PX 4 

INSIDE SALES (ENTRY LEVEL) - BOSTON PHOENIX 

Advertising sales over the phone, both inbound and outbound. No sales 
experience required, though fundraising/telemarketing experience helpful. 
Job Code: BP-IS-PX. » 


SUPPORT 

COURIER 

Drive the FNX van and schlep stuff all around town for us. Must have 
a Clean driving record and abie to lift 50 pounds. Must know Boston 

like the back of your hand and drive like a local. Job Code: BP-C-PX 


Email your resume with Job Cede in the subject line to JOBS@PHX.COM. 
More information at www.thephoenix.com. 
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Automotive 





1996 Volkswagen Jetta-red 


mint nditon, highway driver 


Autos-Domestic rr areeumanaine 


1993 Crown Victoria Police | 
Package. 85k es. 46 liter 1999 Nissan Maxima 99 GLE | | 


eather. Bose | 














aii power. just { 86k miles. black 
pect J t car 4 stere j ‘ wee ck | | 
| 
pene jlariT x lent nd 

1993 Ford Taurus, has tion, $9,300. 857-204-4592 
ew tires r yreat, bod 5 ir | 
tition, $900 f ite 2000 Honda Civic EX, black, | | 

. ratior a Vi 50k miles, charcoal grey inte- | 
: rior, all power, moon roof, key | | 


1 anti-theft 








1996 Oldsmobile Cutlass SL system 
wer 1OW ar CKS. $9 
’ y k 


beautifu ooks great 31-710-9172. Sarat | 
white brand new tires | | 
51.600 ll Tim 978-590-6112 
: oe 2000 Range Rover, 79k miles, | | 
| } 


1997 Ford Taurus SHO. 80k 4.6 HSE, maroon/tan, excellent 
miles, every option including condition 
nd stem and chrome rims +? 


, 617-953-7722 
dd condition 


781-389-9204 


must sell, $21,900 


$5700 





2001 Hyundai Accent, 47,400 


1998 Chevy Silverado. Great miles, factory warranty, dual 
ndition! Taken very well care side air bag, manual transmis 

f. Loadec Trailer hook ) , " 
aded 7 ape sion, $4,300. Contact Dave at 


boxes etc. 14k/bo. Steven or 








rika 978-362-3335 daveyoung222 @ yahoo.com 
| 
1998 Mercury Villager LS, 71K 91 volvo wag 40 aut | 
niles, light blue exterior, gray roof a/c power window Ss 
aptain tint jreat 1 vn service re is 
ja f rack YBO | ne st. leather $19 
353-9044 or 781-784-8050 | ne sha! 


1999 Mercury Cougar, dark | Mercedes Benz 1998 £300 
green, sport edition, V-6 24 | TD. exc great gas 
includes free 


ondition 
alive Engine milage. fully lo. ° v 

. s i 2. fully loaded, 103k miles 
letailing job! $650¢ 9 y 


d 
for < = 
617-388-4167 nf a diesel 


barely broken 





| 
$15,900 or bo. 781-279-1243 
CAP | 
| MINI COOPER S 03° | 

Autos-import | “Try new convertbt i in 
IES TER TO hHealiy red OF t Dottorr | 
1971 Datsun-240Z-Manual loaded Bora exhaust,premium | 
transmit Mechar efer ackage.fogs.1 lady owner | 


¢ 


1988 lamborghini countach 

replica . red exterior, 17k miles 

6 cylinder speed, a remote 7 | 
aan Automotive | 


1995 BMW 740i), 138k miles 


Services 








ran warranty repair 
valid "AM/FM 6 disk 
ie gen elves Donate Your Car 


electr i 
Marty 

1996 Subaru Outback LTD 
leather heated seats, factory 
tinted glass, or wner, $4,000 
Call Tim, 978-590-6112 (days) 


78-369-1691 (eve < 
978-369-169 venings | 
| 


| To The Cancer Fund of Ameri- 
| a. Help those suffering with 
Free towing and 


cancer today 
tax deductible 
www.cfoa.org 














WE’LL RUN YOUR AUTO AD UNTIL IT SELLS - 


. ~ = | 

Boston Phoenix Guaranteed Classified || 
| 

GUARANTEED 


You get a 5 line auto for sale ad for $55. (extra lines are $5 each) It runs for five 
weeks. If you still don’t sell it by the end of the 5 weeks, call us back before the 


ad expires and we'll renew it for FREE*. And, we'll keep doing that until your 


Plus, your ad goes up on our web site within hours of receiving your 
' 


car sells 
order so you can start taking calls immediately 


WRITE UP YOUR AUTO AD in the text block below. Allow | letter or 


punctuation mark per box and | space between each word 


CC] Check here if you would like us to put a border around your ad. 
Borders make your ad stand out and increase response. There is a | time charge 


of $12 for a border 


CALL us at 617-859-3300 Monday — Friday 9am to 6pm. Have your credit 


card ready 

FAX this form to: 617-536-1463 

MAIL this form with check or money order made payable to The Boston 
Phoenix — or include credit card information. Mail to The Boston Phoenix, 


Guaranteed Roommates, 126 Brookline Ave, Boston, MA 02215 


EMAIL: Go to BostonPhoenix.com. Click on classifieds then click on the 
Guaranteed Auto tile and follow the instructions. 

Enclosed is my check or money order for = 
I prefer to pay by credit card 
Card #: Exp. Date: 
NAME: : Sviieaban 


ADDRESS: 





CITY STATI ZIP 
DAYTIME PHONI 
EMAIL ADDRESS 


The Deadline is Tuesday at noon for the upcoming issue 


Phcentix 





Music, Showbiz & Arts 





Acting Classes 


Open House 
Saturday, January 22nd 
1-3pm and Wednesday, 

January 26th 6-8pm 


THE NEW ACTORS 
WORKSHOP 


Since 1956 Boston's oldest 
and best professional acting 


school! 
*F/T day classes for adults 
*P/T beginning acting class 
eP/T classes in tel 


mmercials and film 


*Special teen classes self-im 


provement for non-actors 
All classes have showcase 
public performances in our 
fully equipped theatre 
Call for our free brochure! 
(617)423-7313 
327 Summer St., 
Studio 4, Boston 
Theatre and Classroom Rental 
Available 


www.actorsworkshopboston.com 


Acts for Hire 


Always Book a Wally’s Band 
We specialize in Jazz, Latin 
Jazz, Be Bop, Swing, Funk 
Fusion and Blues. We can 

have 

a band at your party within 24- 

hours! Always reasonable 
prices! 
617-828-1754 
www.wallyscafe.com 





! TENOR SAX WNTD ! 
Freelance tenor wanted for est 
GB/Dance act. MA/NH gig 
Must have car & band exp 
603-770-5785 
!BASS& DRUMS NEEDED! 
ny band. Boston. Harm vox a 

Sngwritng a+, good ears a+ 
Infl: anything from Beatles & 
LZep to RadioHead, U2 even 

ntry 57-928-4547 or 


supercassis @ yahoo.com 


SSGRAVY TRAINSS 
Hot, musically literate, Gtr/Voc 
49 sks ft wrkng show/road bnd 
w/o day jobs. | have solid musi- 
cianship, talent, stage presence 
& showmanship. Strong side- 
man, co-front w/front ability. In- 
flu 50s-00s. blu, clssci, CR 
C&W, dsco, fnk, GB, HM, HR 
jzz, oldy, pop, R&B, rkbily, R&R 
soul, surf rk, tp 40 
Call Joe Mac 781-286-9574 


$$Working Band$$ 


seeks second female vox to 
sing lead, harmony is a must 
Front ability with great stage 
nce. Call 508-285-5467 
after 5pm or 

RjOldham @ Comcast.net 


1 F Vocalist Wanted 
with great improvisational, har- 
mony & people skills, car, & 














Prof voice. Diverse, Rhythmic 
Original, kids / family Pop Con- 
certs am/aft weekends 


DreamSongs @ comcast.net 


A Jimi Hendrix 
Tribute Show 


Zasting call for “Billy Cox 
Noel Redding bass player 
Must be able to get signa- 
ture Hendrix sound from 
both your gear and your 
playing. No drugs, No al- 
cohol policy. Schedule must 
allow for rehearsal and 


travel. Must be willing to do 


whatever it takes to play 
and look the part. Cali 401- 
524-8652 for an audition 


ALL MUSICIANS NAT'L 
REFERRAL 
Where pro musicians and 
bands connect. Ask about 
our lifetime membership 
1-800-366-4447 





BAND FORMING 
Talented sing/songwtr sks pro- 
level Id gtr, keys, bk-up vox, 
drums, perc, bass, etc. 4 gigs, 
record, tour. Pop folk rock.617- 
852-1862 nickigi@juno.com 


BAND FORMING! 


Guitar, Bass, and Vox 
wanted for heavy, melodic 
hypnotic, tribal hard rock/ 
metal band. Must be willing 


to practice 3 times a week 
Career musicians 

Chris 617-899-7638 email 
karmajunction @ yahoo.com 


Bass needed 
for original rock band. Have cd 
gigs, rehearsal space. Check 
out www.redshiftrock.com for 
tunes. Must have gear/transp 
Serious musicians only. 
857.225.2282 


BASS PLAYER Avail for work- 
ing club/gb/wedding band. Top 
40, oldies classic rock, Alt 
Years of local club exp. Great 
ear, solid groove and backup 
vocals. Pro gear/transportation 
Reliable. David 617-332-0940 
dsottilaro@ mac.com 


BASS PLAYER WTD 


Guitar/vox/drums seeking 

players who share an equal ap 

preciation for Gram Parsons 
Iggy Pop, Lemonheads and 
ed Zepplin 


Cail Jerry. 978-356-2790 


BASS WANTED 


Band forming bass needed 
Rockability, punk, rhythm and 
blues. pref in 20's. Jesse 
617-429-0752 
rocknsockndemon @ yahoo.com 
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BASS WANTED: 


All orig heavy rock needs bass 
Sleaze Grinder calls us "Super 
Grunge”. Check out MP3’s @ 
stonefacerock.com. Let's make 
a record and play some shows 
eff 617-943-5226 


BASS* 
TOM MARTIN 
ELECTRIC BASS 


Freelance Electric Bass seeks 
management. 603-978-2178 
www.electricbass.net 


BASSIST WANTED 


for loud heavy all orig power 


rock band. Seasoned pros only 
no b€ginners. must have pro 
equip, technical skill and avail to 


tour and gig regularly. 
infl: Zeplin, Sabbath, ACDC 
Rush. Kevin 978-744-8369 


COVER DRUMMER 


Seeking cover band rock or 

ountry in western band, or to 
form a band. If interested, call 
robert at anytime 781-322-3803 


Drummer 
Available 


Proficient and tasteful in rock 
funk. blues, and jazz. 8 yrs 
international travel experience 
Looking for working situation 
Pros only 617-308-9451 


DRUMMER NEEDED 

for gigging technical metal 
band. Fast double kick tech- 
nique, desire to play over odd 
time meters is a must 

www. infinityminusone.com 

Call Kurt @ 781-856-9238 


Drummer Skng Work 
Top notch pro w/ lead & backup 
vocals. GB, classic rock prefe 
but open. Experienced, tear 
ayer. 508-384-7084 


Drummer Wanted 
With some lead/backup vocal 
experience for working general 
business P/T band. Need to 
have exp. and desire to play 
various styles of music such as 
Classic Rock, Top 40, 80's 
Funk, and Blues to name a few 
Need to be committed to re- 
hearsals once a wk in Norton 
MA and have a team player 
mentality. We want someone 
who can add to our fun atmos- 
phere and who truly loves to 
play out. We are a cover band 
that tries to play a little of every- 
thing. Classic Rock to Modern 
Pop or anything good that 
keeps them dancing. If you sing 
too, be ready to sing backup: vo- 
cals. Call Susan for audition at 
W#: 508-528-9933 


DRUMMER 
WANTED 


Tainted seeks pro drummer for 
a hard rock band. Vocals a + 
Space in Dracut. Check out at 
www.taintedboston.com 
Contact Jon at 781-642-1011 


DRUMMER WANTED-for new 
pretentious rock'n'roll punk 
band. Dictators, Turbonegro 
Cheap Trick, Supersuckers 
Damned, Ramones, X, the 
Dickies, Backyard Babies, Rev 
H. Heat, Meat Loaf. That's right 
Meat Loaf. Also looking for 2nd 
guitar, keyboards, maybe per 
cussion too. North Shore, Bos- 
ton. Call Bob 781-307-1342 or 
thegamp @erols.com 


DRUMS, BASS & 
GUITARIST NEEDED 
ORIGINAL ROCK BAND 
Dynamic, melodic, complex 
Odd meter. Between 
Radiohead and Tool 

Listen at 
www.processionofsaints.com 
Evan 617-787-9504 








2ND 


Established band seeks bassist 
apc,mars volta,dredg,ours,tool 
muse, buckley,oceansize,stp re- 
cording LP @ our studio lot of 
gigs,contacts,material rehearse 
in Boston 3x/week call 617-290- 
8559, lv msg 


Established Hard Rock Band 
Sks lead M Vox (ability to sing 
not scream) and bassist. Infl 
Van Halen, Y&T, Kiss, etc 

We have Mgt, gigs and con- 
tacts. Call Dave 781-953-0549 


Ex Members from 
Closer Then Kin 


Looking for vocalist for our rock 
metal punk band. Must be will- 
ing to tour and record. Must 
have something good to say. 
No high-schoolers and no mid 
life crisis. Call 508-824-5107, 
401-741-5156 


EXPERIENCED 
DRUMMER 


Available for Part-Time gigs. fill- 
ins, studio. Original or cover. 
Chris 508-878-4606 


F VOX WANTED 


Looking for female vocalist for 
live track act. Able to sing stan- 
dards from the last 40 
years.Tunes of Whitney Hous- 
ton, Celine Dion, Barbra Strein- 
sand, Liza Minelli, etc 
Call Joey at 781-286-1347 
www.joeycanzano.com 


til 
GET RESULTS! 


Make your ad stand out and 
increase response by including 
one of our eye catching icons in 
your line ad. Call For Details 


617-859-3300 
PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 








29, sks working cover band in 


dance 


band. 28 yrs old pro attitude & 















GUITAR & 
DRUMMER WNTD 


Funk rock original band, Slap 
back. Gigs & CD. Needs crea- 
tive, commited, pros only 

781-871-8363 | 


HAVE GUITAR, | 


WILL 
TRAVEL 


Guitarist w/vox seeking original 
pop/rock project in Boston. Infl 
incl Springsteen, U2, Dylan 
Call Andy @ 617-710-8578 


| have used and depended on 
the Boston Phoenix for my | 
very livelihood. 


| have been very fortunate to 
perform with incredible and 
star studded acts. 

Being a bass player, the need 
can be demanding and 
tedious. 

The fun | enjoy is stepping 
up 

to the plate! 

So, thank you Boston 
Phoenix for without you and 
your notoriety | wouldn't be 
as well known. 


-Kevin McElroy 


Instrumentalist 


Boston area Rock/alt/pop 
Drums, gtr, keys. Pro gear, 10 
yrs live, studio exp. Reliable 
professional 

Eric 508-981-4875 


ishmaelites??? 

The Ishmaelites were tri-racial 
nomads known for music & | 
Indiana broke them up | 
in 1907. The real orphan Annie 
may've been one. Our Tues. | 
night salon seeks co-creators to | 
Jevelop new show | 

an 617-491-8971 | 

















Jazz Drummer Available | 
Experienced, pro drummer with | 
great time, feel, dynamics and 
chops available to join or forma | 
trio or quartet to play jazz. Email 
me at lirrl'@yahoo.com or call | 
Jack 617-775-5184 


KEYS WANTED 


80's cover band (2 gtrs./bass/ | 
drums/singer space in 
Somerville) seeks experienced 
keys. Cure, INXS, Big Country. 
Chops and working knowledge 
of vintage pads/effects/gear a 
must 

Call Jon @ 617-312-5638 


Kid Keys Wtd 
keyboard player wanted for 
children’s music project 
infl: wiggles, b.splits, etc. pref 
age 30 +. w/ recording expr 
email: jeepsie_2@ yahoo.com 


LEAD GUITARIST 
looking for serious musicians to 
start/join original heavymetal 


pro gear, creative & dedicated 
infl: Kirk Hammett, Zakk Wylde, 
Stevie Ray Vaughn. Rob 

(978) 794-8481 


METAL! 
Drummer looking to form 
Metal project infl. by 
Celtic Frost, Venom,Bathory 
Possessed, Sabbat,etc 
978-688-7996 (leave msg.) 
helibound @ mailsnare.com 


Piano Player/Singer 
Looking for Band | 


Rockabilly, Blues, Western 


Swing, Boogie Woogie 
larrylee @ larryleelewis.com 








617-771-2668 



















Karen DeBiasse 
VOICE LESSONS 
Become a great singer with 
dynamic range, strength, 
and tone. 

Guitar Piano Drums Writing 
www.karendebiasse.com 
617-529-6243 


PIANO LESSONS 


Pop, rock, classical, jazz 
46. hE 8. RO 
mathertrak @ yahoo.com 






VOCAL 


INSTRUCTION 


MARY HEALEY 
VOCAL LESSONS 
Pop/Rock technique 


Call 617-964-0804 
Beginners welcome 


PLAYERS FORNEW BAND | 


Pro Guitar Bass & Drums gig 
ging w/ CD sks players. vox 
guitar, keys and/or muti-inst 
heavy rocking org & cvers 
infl:mtl, ska, funk, punk, regg 
w.wetworks.ne/CK/new 


617-686-3712. 


PRO BASS/VOX | | 
AVAILABLE 


Electric/upright 26+yr | 
stage/studios exp., fluent in 
contemp and standard 





styles double sax, will con 
sider serious pro offers 


only. Kevin 781-424-5018 
ktnorr @ hotmail.com | 
www.KevinTNorris.com 


PROFESSIONAL 
MUSICIANS 


avail for working bands only 
Guit, bass, keys, sax, flute, | 
drums and Vox, all styles. Con- 
tact Lenny Luzitano @ 508- 
679-0426 or cell 508-801-3814 


Rhythm/Lead 
Guitarist needed 


Looking for talanted players 


presence/harmony ability a 
must!! Our avg age / 40. In | 
Start-up stage Pop/Classi« 


ock, Practice in Beverly. Look 
ing to gig 2-3 times/ month 
Mark 978-745-5410 


Rock Band 


w/string players signed to major 
label looking for fiddle player 
soloist for US/European tour 
with possibility of full-time mem- 
bership. =For all inquiries 
p | e a s e 
call Chris at 540-456-4924 


Seeks Male Vox 








Classic-present dance rock 
band seeks male lead vocalist 
V rong versatile voice. instru 
ment ability a plus. Rehearse in | 
Randolph. Matured experi 
enced pros only. | 

Call 781-961-5261 


SOUND ENGINEER | 
NEEDED 


Rock cover band needs players 
w/pro attitude chops and vocal 
ability. Randy 978-957-3816 
www.barrnoneband.com 


SOUTH SHORE 


Band forming Keybording & F 
Vox looking for bassist, guitar 
drummer. Call Seth at 508-580- 
2274 or Melissa 508-944-3543 


TALENTED LEAD GUITARIST 
AVAILABLE 

nd ready to rock. Infl: older met 

al bluesy rock, no thrash. look- 

ing to join/form orig/covers 

many song ideas. Call Larry 

508-872-0119 


THE ORDER OF 
ARTISTS 
New multi-media arts troupe 
now auditioning artists & musi- 
cians of all disciplines for regu- 
lar performances & creation of 
new cultural forms 
www.ebroms.net 
arc555 @ aol.com 
617-479-5363 


Vocalist available 
for studio work lead back- 
ground and voiceover. Refer- 
ences furnished upon request 
978-590-3664 


Vocalist Avail 
with great range, Guitar, Har- 
monica, Songwriting skills look- 
ing to join or form Original Rock 
or Blues band Demos at 
www.brettmusic.com 
email b_laidlaw@comcast.net 





THE 





Looking for a fresh 
sound? 
MXout is your source. Orig- 
inal music for all types of 
media Films, commercials, 
web music, radio Done 

quickly, done quality. 
781 526 3568 
www.MXout.com 








VIDEO SERVICES 


Do you need a music video 
/ commercial for your music 
presentation? If so give us 
a call at 617 784 0190 

LOW PRICES 


WANT JUST THE 
RIGHT KIND OF 
HELP? 

Marc One Music Productions 


www.mare-1.com 
617-645-0879 








Vocalist Wanted 
nine-piece 

Stevie Won 

Functions & 


Male lead vocals 
horn band. EWF 
der, and TOP. 
clubs 


Call Jay 978-970-5989 


VOCALIST WANTED 

M or F singer for blues-rock 
band. Playing an instrument is a 
plus but not req. Band of ma- 
ture players doing tasteful 
covers and originals 

Dave: 508-395-5770 


VOICEOVER 
TALENT AVAIL 


Low baritone/mid tenor M, 
26 + yrs in ent. ind. studio 
bassist. CD 
demo avail-serious ing 
only. Kevin. 781-424-5018 
ktnorr @ hotmail.com 
www.KevinTNorris.com 


stage-also 


FEMALE WANTED-to pose 
nude for short sketches. Any 
body type acceptable. Pregnant 
is good. No exp. nec 
781-964-4505 


Studio Space 


Share Studio Space 
Sunny, Bromfield St. near Park 
& T. Secure building 

Call 978-927-0166 








et cetera 


GOT A BAND BUT 
NO WEBSITE? 


Professional website design & 
Search engine marketing. We 
work closely with you to max- 
imize your visibility so you can 
achieve the results that you are 
looking for! 

Visit our 

www. pixelgroove.com 





website 





Your sax 
~ player blows. 


eae eS 


617-859-3300 


| Find a band of find a bandmate, 





SOUND MUSEUM 
REHEARSAL COMPLEX 
We beat any monthly, 
weekly & hourly prices. Ask 
about our new PRO 
SOUNDSTAGE starting at 
$15 p/hr fully equipped. 

Student Discounts 

Play where the Pros-Play 
24hr access. Locations 
Allston, Boston, Brighton, 
So. End. 617-423-4959 





rates: 





Monthty 
401-331-6550. 
REHEARSAL SPACE: 
Clean AC. Alarm bus train nr JP 
128. Mature wi refs only $240/ 

mo. HYDE PARK. 
’ 617-361-0900 















































No liability, 18+. Restrictions anniv 


Boston’s Best 
Live Chat! 


617-245-1000 
Worcester 508-365-1000 


Women always call FREE 
Men use free trial code 7131 


Men can call 1.900.329.8833 
for only $1.*°/ minute! 


make it, NighiTne | tonight 
meetsomeonetonight.com 
Wanna’ Improve 


Your Text Life? 
On your cell phone text the word HOOKUP 
to 5FREE . Women hookup for free, 


Men use Mobile Hookup’s free trial!* 
“only standard operator rates apply 


No liability. 18+, Restrictions apply. 


80 MIN FOR $20 FOR FIRST-TIME 


LAVALIFE USERS.* 


ALWAYS FREE' FOR WOMEN 


Click at a Flick 


“Special promotion only through customer service. 


Social Life 
Version 2.0 


THE ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 


508-635-9595 


More cities :1.888.257.5757 
enter code: 351 


QUEST PERSONALS” 
CALL + CLICK - CONNECT™ 
1-900-484-2525 50min $25/call 


INN cele 
NT >) mr 


Call NOW! 
617.475.9000 
hol Ot - My aa ec Pa el ol ele. 


enter code: 170 


Or call toll-free at: 
1.877.LAVALIFE (528.2543) 


lavalife’ 


Where click 


singles 


www .lavalife.com/flick 
18+. tCarrier charges may apply. 


: 


Dating 


BEST CHATLINE! 
FREE for women! 
617-395-9000 
781-426-9000 
401-223-7070 
508-635-9595 
CALL NOW! 
18+. No liability. 


CHATLINES 
Love is on the Line 
Enter FREE code 5162 
Call 617-848-1688 
Other MA #’s 800-984-4LUV 


GET SEX TONIGHT! 


Instant live phone connections 


with Boston singles 24 hrs 
day! Try us FREE! Enter 
code 2130. (617) 245-1005 
Other MA #'s 1-877-834-4044 


LAVALIFE 


Where singles click 
Call now to meet hundrex 
local singles in Bos 
1st Time Buyer's Special 
Only $15 for 1 hour! 


Free to browse 


617-475-9000 
508-713-0000 


Enter code 114. Must be 18+ 


NIGHTLINE 
Boston's Best Chat and Date 
i! FREE 


~ Want to 
go out 
tonight? 


Check out our listings. 


Want to go 
out with 
someone 
tonight? 


Check out our personals. 


a 


|personals 


Bulletin Board 


SELL YOUR STUFF 
FREE ADS 


For Merchandise For Sale 
Get 4 Lines for 4 Weeks 
Completely Free. Call 
617-859-3300 for details 


Computers/Tech 
Stuff 


atone hn USED 


Gateway, Dell, HP. 
IBM ROM drive 
jrive or DVD burner, speaker 
keyboard 
y warranty. System s 
00 add 19” monitc 
)0 or 21” for $90.0 
f available. St 
credit custom 


mouse 


and upgrade available. 
61 7-1400 


Me Ire 
Furniture 


LLL ST ET 
CASH for Quality Goods, furni 
ture. electronics. bikes. et | 
ell these 
116 Harvard Avenue 


ton.617-783-1227 


WOODEN 
FURNITURE 


General For Sale 


*Marlboro, Virginia 
Slim, Parliament’: 
$23.85. Cartons starting at 


$11.00. Call 1-877-532-1425 


Spa! 

stocked! New 
spa-LOADED! Includes 
e livery, and warranty 

was $5999 1-888-397-3529 


Viagra 
$2.40/dose-ClALIS 
Lowest price refills guaranteed! 
Cali PBG we can help! Non 
profit Organization toll free 866- 
887-7283 


7 person 


Call now for hot 
live chat with 
Boston singles! 


CDRW | 


Fully tested | 


available | 


SERVICES 
OFFERED 


GET RESULTS! 


617-859-3300 


PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 


ROTTER TAREE 
Academic 


| Want To Type Your 
Papers 


Reasonable rates. Prompt and | 
cor Call me 401-273-0300 
X222 or 401-559-7809 


FRM RETA TEE INOS 
Adoption 


Pregnant? 
Considering 
Adoption? 


an help! Wi 


a day. 866-921-05 
RUE GIFT ADOPTIONS 


MOREL ATLL 
Financial 


$$ A Cash Now 
Offer SS 


SSCASHSS 
tructured 
ties. and | 
(80( 

wort 

Cash Nc Ww 


AAN CAN) 


tlements 


settlements 


Legal Services | 


Incorporate in Delaware | 
Many tax advantages. Low | 
Fees Save money, resideny not | 
required. 302-651-9561 | 


RADNOR NRCS 
et cetera 


2U DIRECT 
COURIER VAN 


Campus Pickup/Delivery 
Boston. Cape. RI. NH. ME & 
Western Mass. 781-983-4495 


Experiment/Advertising 
school/Freakshow seeks 12 
people. THERE YOU ARE, fun 
ny hardworking kind talented 
humble genius with § 
up! Appli 


1 


urnous 
time to spare. Hurr 
ation deadline is January 


Portland, Oregon on Janua 


31 


NEED A RIDE? 


www.cheaper-than-a-taxi.com 
Call (888) 705-0399 
Savings Code: 84801317 


COMMUNITY 


Car Pool/Ride 
Share 


kkkeke 


Wanted Rider 
to Florida 


ston area to Mi 


PERISHER SCE: 
Gay/Lesbian 


TESTING! TESTING! H-I-V! 
FOR MEN WHO HAVE SEX 
WITH MEN! 

e of vour status 


Volunteers 


Bronze, Casting, 
Welding, 
Construction 


Odiyan Buddhist Center seeks 
full time volunteers to help build 
large temple. Room, board, sti 
pend, training. Be autif ul coas Stal 
California )7-785-2664 
www.odiyan.org 


(99¢ per text message) 


1-617-475-2248 
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CLINICAL RESEARCH 


















Are You He Ithy Fem le with 
Regul r Menstru | Cycles? 


You are wanted for a research study in the 


Subjects Wanted for a Research Study 


The Reproductive Endocrine. Unit at 
Massachusetts General Hospital... 


Reproductive Endocrine Unit at 
Massachusetts General Hospital : 
e Age 18-35 
* On no medications including 


oral contraceptives and 
¢ Have regular periods 


Are you a male between 18 and 35 years of age? 
Are you overweight? 
Do you want to participate in a nutrition research 
study concerning diabetes and heart disease? 






seeks Women ages 18-40 with: 





-Irregular Menstrual Cycles 
(fewer than nine per year) 
-with Acne and /or 

Excess of Hair Growth 







(25-35 days in length) 

* Test Investigational drug for new 
method of birth control 

* 1 hour outpatient visit and 3-day 
overnight inpatient study 


The purpose is 10 compare the effectiveness of two different diets which may be helpful 
for a research study. 






in preventing type 2 diabetes and heart disease. The study is 3 weeks long and does 


not involve any drugs. There will be 2 admissions to the hospital, 10 days each 


Up to $100 stipend. 






Total payment for the study: $1,500 





Call Catherine at 
(617) 724-8764 
or by email at 
cbieksha@partners.org 


Volunteers paid for participation 





For more information call Dr. Diego Botero 
at 617-355-2180 Children's Hospital Boston 


Ootcet -GOs B-Z219 






Call Catherine at 617-724-8764 












Interested in participating in a 
Research Study? 







Needed to participate in a study of 
thinking, memory and brain function. 






Are you 20-35 years old, 






without sleep problems? 




















Brigham and Women’s Hospital is conducting 






Earn up to $75 ($15 per hour). Native English 
speaker with no history of alcohol or drug 
abuse, head injury, or neurological disorder, 


and age 18-55. 


a research study on the effects of an 


California Cryobank, the world’s leading reproductive tissue 
bank, Is looking for healthy males, in college or with a 
college degree, to become a part of our anonymous sperm 
donor program. As a donor you'll receive up to $900 per 
month. For more information or to see if you qualify call: 


CALIFORNIA 1-800-231-3373 Ext. 41 
CRYBBANK, INC) www.cryobankdonors.com 


REPRODUCTIVE TISSUE SERVICES 


Piva = 


. - AA. S&S & 8 fF . §:.&  O S 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX REACHES 
MORE PEOPLE LIKELY TO 
PARTICIATE IN A MEDICAL RESEARCH 
STUDY THAN THE BOSTON METRO 


investigational melatonin patch on sleep 



















The study involves two 40-hour laboratory 


stays followed by six brief visits to the lab. 









Call Cognitive Neuroscience Laboratory at 
McLean Hospital 


Receive up to $840 




















For more information ple ase contact Lisa 
(617) 732-4311 or 
Imccaig@rics.bwh.harvard.edu 

























BOSTON BOSTON 
PHOENIX METRO 


TOTAL ADULTS 413,100 211,800 


AGE 18-24 71,400 45,800 
AGE 25-34 417,900 49,100 


SOME COLLEGE 
EDUCATION 94,600 34,900 


NEWCOMERS 9,500 4,000 
(Lived in city less than 1 year) 


MTV GENERATION 122,900 83,400 
(Age 18-44 and view MTV or VH1) 





HOW TO READ: 418,100 Boston market adults have read one of the last four issues of the Boston Phoe- 
nix. 71,400 of them are age 18-24. 211,800 Boston market aduits have read one of the last four issues of 
the Boston Metro and 45,800 of them are age 18-24. 


SOURCE: The Media Audit, Jun-Jul 2003, 4-edition cume, Boston SMSA 
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Before or after 
the symphony or theatre 


this is where to eat 


, /-—~ 
a of (we 
SY cuisines 
277b Huntington Ave, Boston 


617.867.9700 


1111Dorchester Ave, Dorchester 





617.929.3900 
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MEXICAN FOOD ; 
THIS SIDE OF THE —_— 





i¢ Soph 5 


617-354-0335 













Dining Highlights 


48 Harvard Avenue 
Allston. MA 02134 
(617) 254-5088 
(617) 254-9475 Fax 


| Casaline tread 


CoLOMBIAN 
AMERICAN 
CUISINE 


Deivery © Take-Out ¢ BanaueTs 


Not JUST 
laeve 
& POTATOES 





Roy 
(Ait 


Eee as © o. 


617.661.1660 


782 MAIN STREET, CAMBRIDGE 





| food is mountain food, not spicy stuff. Most gringos love it at 












Camino Real 


Don't let its location on the map confuse you: Colombian 


first bite. At Camino Real, don't miss the soups, the tostones 
(plantain chips), the empanadas, the chicken a la criolla, or 
the "rice with shrimp.” And bring a serious appetite 


I've long touted Col ibian food as a meat-and-potatoes 

| answer to r ravings. Except for coastal 

ountry where people eat to 

val equatorial urge for fiery 
» » 
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Greek & American 
Cuisine TV ViniSl@ 


Lunch & Dinner 
Specials 


Grilled Fish 


202 Third St. 
Cambridge, MA 
617°868:9098 

esfina.com 


| Gosmine 
rf Restaurant & Piano Bar 









| one kendall square 
building 300, cambridge 

i : : 

6175778668 
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www. jasminekendall.com 
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NEW! Visit www.thephoenix.com and link to our menu pages complete with photos, maps, and delivery information 
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reviews 
and articles 


4 8 DAYS A WEEK 


The week ahead: BalletRox’s 
Urban Nutcracker, Devil 
Music’s take on the modern 
classical repertoire, final cur- 
tain for Kate Mulgrew as 
Katharine Hepburn, seasonal 
concerts from the Handel and 
Haydn Society, Boston Cam- 
erata, Chorus pro Musica, 
and mote. 


CM | TRANSCENDS THE 


adentro/The Sea Inside, and 

Gerald Peary talks to Gael 

Garcia Bernal about Pedro MARTIAL-ARTS GENRE 
Almodovar’s La mala edu- & 

cacién/Bad Education. Plus 3 

reviews of The Hunter and 


the Hunted, Lemony Snicket’s 
A Series of Unfortunate 


gagement, Paper Clips, and 
Spanglish. 


Events, Un long dimanche de ee 
fiangailles/A Very Long En- ee BY PETER KEQUGH, PAGE 6 


THEATER 


Jeffrey Gantz goes to The 
Christmas Revels and Iris 
Fanger reports on Traps; and 
Sally Cragin previews 
Theremin. 


DANCE 


Marcia B. Siegel reviews Mar- 
cus Schulkind; and Iris Fanger 
talks with Lorraine Chapman 
about her Green Street Stu- 
dios program. 


ART yg, eee a 


Christopher Millis looks at the 


photographs of Phil Berger- i Be. 7 nid : es 
son at Bernard Toale; and _— ‘ — 
Melissa Ostrow talks with Art oa. A 


Attack’s Heather Somershein. 


BOOKS 

Richard C. Walls reads critic/ 
historian David Thomson's 
quirky history of Hollywood, 
The Whole Equation. 


CLASSICAL 


Lloyd Schwartz looks back at 
the first half of the BSO sea- 
son under new music director 
James Levine. And David 
Weininger suggests some of 
the best classical CDs of 2004. 


LISTINGS film pace s e theater PAGE 18 e dance PAGE 24 e art PAGE 26 e television PAGE 29 
books PAGE 31 e Classical pace 34 e events, benefits, gay & lesbian PAGE 35 





Meet and talk to Santa Claus now through Christmas Eve at Edaville USA™ 


All aboard for Celebrate the season at the 
eee Holiday Festival of Lights™ 


SiMe Tl > ala cb i Join KC McBogg for lots of fun at New England's largest outdoor 
he “rl Se oe Mee Me holiday exhibit. Catch the spirit with millions of lights and dozens of 
: ooUZz—N : displays! Admission includes a trip on an authentic narrow-gauge 
train, amusement rides, indoor play area, Cranberry World Museum 
and, of course, Santa Claus through Christmas Eve. The Holiday Festival 
of Lights™ is open Nov. 11-14 and 18-21, then runs daily Nov. 24 


“a through Jan 2. Closed Thanksgiving and Christmas Days. Hours are 
Ss 


ee 
fo \ ; 

= ‘ (pay * 
* teat? oe ad 


14-9 p.m.on weekdays and 2-9 p.m.on weekends. 





Offer good onany # 
regular admission Gam 
through Jan. 2,2005. | 
Present coupon for 
discount. Cannot be 


combined with any | : Where the gooo limes Keep on voltin’ 


other offer.Not valid | 
weekends in | Route 58 « Carver, Mass. °¢ Just 312 miles from Exit 2 on |-495 


annem aii . 877-EDAVILLE * www.edaville.org 
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The Home of Air America 
Boston's New Progressive Talk AM1200 a 1430 


ADIO 








COMPLIMENTARY MOVIE PASSES 


Invite you and a guest to a special advance 
screening on Saturday, December 18 at 10am 


"HEY! 


CHRISTMAS DAY 


El Pelion Taqueria 
92 Peterborough Street 
The Fenway 


OPENS SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25 


This film is rated PG. Supplies limited. No phone calls please. 
One pass per person. No purchase necessary. 


nS December 17 - 24 
aa 


CI 
wane Phe Ritchie Boys 
Sun., Dec. 19, 7pm 
WWII Intelligence 
Documentary 


ENGAGEMENTS 

As If Nothing ae ae ae ; : 

Happened [| ee 

Br iscis 24pm. ee Ct Ue seme = DECEMBER 14-19 
THE WILBUR THEATRE 


Sun, Dec 19, 11:30 am 
Wed, Dec 22, 6 pm The Hunter and the 


Thu, Dec 23, 5 pm Hunted 
Bittersweet love at firs | Sat, Dec 18, 12:30 pm 


sight. Sun, Dec 19, 1:30 pm ; : ee 
Detective vs burglar ; Pee 

Anya In and Out of | thriller. Gasticae AB rnerin prOGUCHONS Fees 

Focus ; a ———-, 

Sat, Dec 18, 10:30am | Men Suddenly in i) BOSTON BALLET fm 
Black oe 


Sun, Dec 19, 3:40 pm 
Growing up ina Polish | Wed, Dec 22,8pm _ 
Christian-Jewish family. | Hong Kong comedy with 


Sammo Hung. 
To the Left of the 
Father CONCERT 


Thu, Dec 23, 7 pm Fri, Dec 17, 7:30 pm 
Lebanese-Brazilian NEC Millennium Gospel 


family epic. Choir 


Sj OY} }E WII} 


For more info, call MFA Film Program is sponsored The media sponsor 


617-369-3770 or visit by sundance fo oo 
i fF; /fil CHANNEL Preenix 
sii aii available on (Comcast 


Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 617-267-9300 www.mfa.org 





The Devil's music: 
Modern classical? 


FRIDAY: James Levine may be making waves over at Symphony Hall by siccing the 
BSO on the modern-classical repertoire, but as Devil Music’s Jonah Rapino points out, 
much of that material is getting a bit long in the tooth. “Contemporary classical music 
is almost never heard outside of the conservatory,” he notes, “except for [when it’s 
done by] us wee art-rockers.” Most often seen around town as an indie-punk trio, 
Rapino’s Devil Music have performed original scores for silent films, as a country 
band, and as part of a klezmer circus. But for the third year running, they're 
expanding to a 40-piece orchestra to perform large-group works, including pieces by 
Rapino and his band mates, and small-group works by UMass-Boston prof David 
Patterson and others. Like the New Yorker's Alex Ross, Rapino presents the crisis 
facing classical music in terms any punk would recognize. “All over the country, 
orchestras are dying, no one is subscribing anymore, symphonies are paying less, the 
halls are filled with almost only old people,”: he writes in an e-mail. “So we endeavor 
to bring classical music to the new generation of music appreciators. It’s exciting.” 
Devil Music perform at 8 p.m. at Massachusetts College of Art’s new Posen Center, 
621 Huntington Avenue in Boston; call (617) 879-7000 or visit www.devilmusic.org. 


SLINT. This Louisville band’s seminal Spiderland (Touch and Go, 
1991) was Neverminds phantom doppelganger — slow, wispy, 
oceanic, and deceptively quiet, until suddenly it wasn’t. The 
definitive 1990s indie-rock album, it inspired several dozen bands, 
seemingly all from Chicago, all with vague melodies and delicate 
pretensions, none with quite the same grasp of shadowy drama. 
During the decade after Slint disbanded, members of the group 
drove the Midwest indie underground in such bands as Palace, the 
For Carnation, King Kong, and Tortoise. Reclusive even during their 
heyday, Slint have steadily accumulated followers through the 
recommendations of their fans; Lou Barlow cherry-picked one of 
Spiderlands best tunes for the Kids soundtrack. Earlier this year, 
the band’s announcement to re-form at Great Britain's All 
Tomorrow's Parties prompted the festival’s fastest-ever sellout. 
Now, in what's already shaping up as the Pixies-grade reunion 
hoopla of 2005, Slint is rolling out a US mini-tour, including a 
Boston show at the Roxy on March 20. Tickets go on sale today 
(Thursday, December 16) at 10 a.m., and the show will likely sell 
out at once; call (617) 931-2000. 


T&A THEATER COMPANY'S THE LAST LITTLE PORN SHOP IN 
MANHATTAN. Boston playwright Anne Continelli’s farce about a 
sleazy family-owned boutique (called Bullwhips, Cock Rings, 
Slings, and Things) struggling to stay afloat in Giuliani’s New York 
plays January 6 through 22 at the Boston Center for the Arts’ Plaza 
Theater and February 3 through 26 at Cambridge's Durrell Hall; 
call (617) 933-8600, or (866) 811-4111 


THE LYRIC STAGE COMPANY'S THE GLASS MENAGERIE. January 7 
through February 5 at the Lyric Stage; call (617) 437-7172. 


ALLOY ORCHESTRA ACCOMPANYING ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 
BLACKMAIL. January 22 at the Somerville Theatre; call (617) 876 
4275 


SEAN CURRAN COMPANY. January 22 and 23 at Boston University’s 
Tsai Performance Center; call (617) 482-6661 


SIMON DIAZ. April 24 at the Berklee Performance Center; call (617) 
876-4275 


DAYS AWEEK VW 


A round-up of notable happenings in the next 8 days 


EDITED BY CARLY CARIOLI 


@ THURSDAY 16 

GERMAN CHRISTMAS. Every year, it 
seems, Bostonians are lining up around 
the block to hear First Night perform- 
ances of German Christmas music. But 
here’s a chance to hear the Handel 
and Haydn Society perform it in the 
comfort of Jordan Hall. (Just think how 


resonant the brass will sound.) Con- | 


ducted by Grant Llewellyn, and 
with guests the Handel and Haydn 
Young Women’s Chorus and the 
Trinity Handbell Ensemble, 
“Stille Nacht: A German 
Christmas” offers works by Fux, 
Pachelbel, Schiitz, and more. 
That’s tonight at 8 p.m. and Sun- 
day at 3 p.m., Jordan Hall is at 30 
Gainsborough Street in Boston, 
and tickets are $30 to $60; call 
(617) 266-3605. 

MEDITERRANEAN CHRIST- 
MAS. The Mediterranean is a big 
place, but the presence of guest 
trio the Sharq Arabic Music En- 


semble makes it clear which part the | 


Boston Camerata’s “A Mediter- 
ranean Christmas” will be focused 
on. Camerata music director Joel Cohen 
says he hopes this offering “will evoke 
in audiences the strength and beauty of 
the Mediterranean world and its music 
and the desire to make the Christmas vi- 
sion of peace and reconciliation strong 
in our hearts.” Amen. Performances are 
tonight at 8 at the Church of the 
Covenant, 67 Newbury Street in 
Boston, Friday at 8 at the First Congre- 
gational Church, 11 Garden Street in 
Harvard Square, and Sunday at 3 at 
Hancock United Church of Christ, 1912 
Massachusetts Avenue in Lexington 
Tickets are $22 to $42; call (866) 427- 
2092, or visit www.bostoncamerata.org. 


@ FRIDAY 17 


FILM. As we near the holidays, the sen- 
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timent closest to every heart is . . . es- 
caping death. Or so it would seem from 
the films opening today. In Lemony 
Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate 
Events, a trio of children are in danger 
after their wealthy parents are killed 
and evildoers seek their inheritance. 
Brad Silberling (Moonlight Mile) adapts 
the popular children’s-book series by 


Margo Cooper's 
Frank Frost, 


Daniel Handler; Jim Carrey and Meryl 


Streep star. In Flight of the Phoenix, 


the passengers and crew of a plane | 


that’s crashed in the desert try to sur- 
vive through cooperation and innova- 


tion. John Moore directs this remake of | 


the 1965 Jimmy Stewart film; Dennis 
Quaid and Miranda Otto star. In Un 
long dimanche de fiancailles/A 
Very Long Engagement, French sol- 
diers try to survive in a no man’s land to 
which they’ve been banished for malin- 
gering; Audrey Tautou plays the fiancée 
of one who tries to learn his fate. Jean- 
Pierre Jeunet (Amélie) directs. In 
House of Flying Daggers, an imperi- 
al agent in ninth-century China rescues 
a captured assassin from certain death, 
hoping she'll lead him to the rebel chief. 
Zhang Yimou’s follow-up to Hero stars 
Takeshi Kaneshiro, Andy Lau, and 
Zhang Ziyi. In Spanglish, a Mexican 


mother and her daughter escape certain 
unemployment in Mexico by emigrating 
to LA and serving as domestic help for a 
famous chef and his wife. James L 
Brooks (As Good As It Gets) directs this 
romantic comedy starring Paz Vega as 
the mother and Adam Sandler and Téa 
Leoni as the couple. Embracing death, 
on the other hand, is the quadriplegic 
patient in Mar adentro/The Sea 
Inside, who dreams of euthanasia. 
Based on a true story, the film stars 
Javier Bardem and is directed by 
Alejandro Amenabar (The Others). 
A strange, if moving, memorial to 
the millions who did not escape 
death in the Holocaust is the sub- 
ject of Elliot Berlin & Joe Fab’s 
Paper Clips, as Tennessee school- 
children attempt to collect one of 
the title fasteners for each Nazi vic- 
tim. And in a moving memorial to 
the man who transformed Holly- 
wood acting, the Kendall Square is 
screening a new print of Elia 
Kazan’s On the Waterfront (1954), 
with Marlon Brando’s Oscar-winning 
performance. 
PUPPETS. We weren't aware that 
Emerson College even had a puppet 
workshop, but tonight a dozen of its 
students present a “Super Puppet-O- 
Rama Extravaganza,” at Brookline’s 
bleeding-edge Puppet Showplace The- 
ater. It’s billed as an evening of “innova- 
tive and outrageous experimental new 
works,” and if you don’t believe ’em, 
check the program: “a Celebrity Poet 
Death Match between Edgar Allan Poe 
and Maya Angelou,” “a vegan manifesto 
delivered by pigs,” television news an- 
chors wreaking havoc at a pet show, a 
“shadow poem” by Russian poet Anna 
Akhmatova, and something called The 
Donald Rumsfeld Cantastoria. Perfor- 
mances are tonight and tomorrow at 8, 
and the PST is at 32 Station Street in 


Brookline Village. Admission is free; 
call (617) 497-9889. 

IRISH CHRISTMAS. If you missed out 
on the Messiah (it premiered in 
Dublin; that’s why the “Irish”) that the 
Handel and Haydn Society presented 
the past two weekends, or even if you 
didn’t, you can still catch Boston 
Baroque’s version, the Telarc record- 
ing of which was nominated for a 
Grammy. Martin Pearlman will be on 
the podium and Sari Gruber, Phyllis 
Pancella, Keith Jameson, and Stephen 
Powell will be the soloists tonight and 
tomorrow at 8 p.m. at Jordan Hall, 30 
Gainsborough Street in Boston. Tickets 
are $22 to $57; call (617) 484-9200, or 
visit www. bostonbaroque.org. 
FRENCH CHRISTMAS. There won't 
be a French Christmas at the White 
House this year (or for the next three) 
— all the more reason to appreciate the 
one that Chorus pro Musica is offer- 
ing. “Joyeux Noel” promises “French 
carols, Poulenc motets, our traditional 
brass chorale, and a carol sing-along.” 
Performances are tonight at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday at 3 p.m. (Sunday featuring 
“lighter Christmas fare and an appear- 
ance by the New England Conservato- 
ry’s Children’s Chorus”) at Old South 
Church, 645 Boylston Street in Copley 
Square. Tickets are $20 to $40; call 
(617) 267-7442, or visit www.chorus- 
promusica.org. 

KINKY CHRISTMAS. In which the 
Catholic high holiday gets the bondage 
festival it had coming: yes, it’s the De- 
cember edition of the Fetish Fair 
Fleamarket, with vendors hawking 
everything from chain mail to “alterna- 
tive lifestyle” psychotherapy, and work- 
shops illuminating the finer points of 
humiliation, “beginning electric play,” 
“surviving corporeal punishment, “rav- 
ishment fantasies” (note they didn’t use 
the other “r” word), and 
mummification? Remember: beauty is 
pain. The Fleamarket kicks off with an 
art opening tonight at 7 and continues 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. There’s 
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9, with separate admission. That’s all 
at the Boston Sheraton Hotel, 39 Dalton 
Street in Boston; for more infor- 
mation, call (617) 876- 

NELA, or visit www.nla- 
newengland.org/fff.html. 

DANCE. Flamenco, to be 

precise, as the Café Teatro Lati- 

no Performance Series presents 
acclaimed flamenco dancer, choreog- 
rapher, and educator Meira Gold- 
berg in Al compds del flamenco, 
which we gather means “To the Fla- 
menco Beat.” That’s tonight and to- 
morrow at 8 p.m. at the Jorge Hernan- 
dez Cultural Center, 85 
West Newton Street in 
Boston. Tickets are 
$20; call (617) 927- 
1730. 


@ SATURDAY 18 
LIGHTS. Yesterday’s kitsch is to- 

morrow’s folk art, but what about 
today’s overzealous Christmas decora- 
tions? The “Illuminations Tour,” 
the Somerville Arts Council’s insanely 
popular annual trolley tour, ferries vis- 
itors through some of the area’s most 
bedecked halls and homes, with eight 
departures from Somerville City Hall 
between 4:30 and 8:45 p.m. Tickets, at 
are available from Mcintyre and 
Moore Booksellers, 255 Elm Street in 
Davis Square. And if the tours are sold 
out, you can still pick up the official 
SAC map to the choice spots for $2; 
call (617) 625-6600 extension 2985. 

ART. Even into the mid 1990s, the land 
Delta and 
was still 


$10 


where the blues began th 
the Mississippi hill country 
bearing fruit, but with the death of Ju- 
nior Kimbrough and the retirement of 
R.L. Burnside, the last generation of liv- 
ing links to the birthplace of the deep 
blues is beginning to fade. In the Na- 
tional Heritage Museum’s “Deep In- 
side the Blues: Photographs by 
Margo Cooper,” with text by award- 
winning blues critic and frequent 
Phoenix contributor Ted Drozdowski, 
we see how the Arlington-based artist 
shot the famous, infamous, and unher- 
alded — B.B. King and Buddy Guy to 
Pinetop Perkins and Honeyboy Edwards 
— on their native turf, and on tour, over 
the span of a decade. The exhibit is on 
view today through June 5 at the NHM, 
33 Marrett Road in Lexington; call 
(781) 861-6559 

FILM. Now that half of Boston comics’ 
material has been shot down by the 
Red Sox’ World Series win, it will be 
with some nostalgia that one watches 
When Stand-Up Stood Out: The 
Story Behind the Boston Comedy 
Explosion, Fran Solomita’s documen- 
tary about the fertile scene that gave 
rise to the likes of Steven Wright, 
Lenny Clarke and Dennis Leary. It 
screens today and tomorrow at 4 p.m., 
and it’s free, at Jimmy Tingle’s Off 
Broadway, 255 Elm Street in Davis 
Square, as part of “The Ding Ho Re- 
union — 25 Years of the Best of Boston 
Comedy.” Call (617) 591-1616. 
DANCE. It’s not The Nutcracker or the 
Rockettes, but it does have a holiday 
theme as Amara, Brookline Academy 
Dance Company, Disco Brats, Morse 
Movement, Mosaic Dance Body, Mass 


Motion Dance Project, Rainbow Tribe, 


It’s five o'clock somewhere 


SUNDAY: This is the last day for Hepburn aficionados and Trekkies alike to check 
out 7Jea at Five, Matthew Lombardo’s one-woman show in which Kate Mulgrew — 
Captain Kathryn Janeway of Star Trek: Voyager fame — takes on another 
commanding female, Katharine Hepburn, as both wide-panted young movie star 
and lioness in winter. The impersonation won Mulgrew 2003 Outer Critics Circle 
Award and Lucille Lortel Award nominations. She winds up her second area 
engagement at the Shubert Theatre, 265 Tremont Street in the Theater District, 
with shows at 1 and 7 p.m. Tickets are $33 to $58; call (800) 447-7400 or drop 


in to the Shubert box office. 


also a Fetish Fair Ball Saturday night at 









Riverside Theatre Works Dance 
Company, and Synergy Dance 
Company gather at the Dance 
Complex, 536 Massachusetts Avenue 
in Central Square, for “12 Dancers 
Dancing: A Christmas in Cam- 
bridge.” By our count, that’s only 
nine performers, so maybe there'll be 
surprise Performances are 
tonight at 8 p.m. and tomorrow at 
7 p.m., and tickets are $15; call (617) 


515-1276 


guests 


@ SUNDAY 19 

CLASSICAL. Steven Isserlis and 
Robert Levin wrap up their two-part 
survey of Beethoven's sonatas for cello 
and piano (part one was last Sunday) 
this afternoon at 1:30 p.m. at the Is- 
abella Stewart Gardner Museum with 
the Variations in G on Judas Mac- 
cabzus, Sonata No. 2 in G minor (Opus 
5 No. 2), Seven Variations in E-flat on 
Die Zauberflote, Sonata No. 4 in C 
(Opus 102 No. 1), and Sonata No. 5 in 
D (Opus 102 No. 2). The Gardner is at 
280 the Fenway, and tickets are $20, 
which includes museum admission; call 
(617) 278-5150. 


@ MONDAY 20 

FILM. Back in the old days, a movie 
wasn't worth the time of day unless it 
involved at least one near-disastrous ex- 
ercise of the director's megalomania. 
For Werner Herzog, the peak moment 
was in Fitscarraldo (1982), when he 
hoisted a steamboat over a mountain. 
No doubt that was a piece of cake after 
handling his temperamental star, Klaus 
Kinski. This tale of a South American 
entrepreneur who’s determined to bring 
a production of Verdi’s Ernani to the 
jungle is an extravaganza for which the 
term “operatic” is an understatement, 
and it screens for free at 6 p.m. at the 
Boston Public Library, 700 Boylston 
Street in Copley Square. Call (617) 536- 
5400 extension 4319. 


BalletRox’s 
Urban Nutcracker 








Urban Nutcracker 


FRIDAY THROUGH SUNDAY: Among the zestiest of the many 
Tchaikovskyite offerings this time of year is BalletRox’s 
Urban Nutcracker, in which the classic tale is transposed to 
a 21st-century Boston where the kids play video games on 
stage and the mice pop out of a television set carrying a 
picnic basket and a bottle of champagne. A mash-up of 
contemporary and classical dance styles spanning ballet, 
tap, hip-hop, and swing, it’s the brainchild of BalletRox 
director Anthony Williams, a founding member of the Boston 
Ballet who formed the troupe almost a decade ago to expose 
inner-city kids to modern dance. This year’s performances have music by 
the doo-wop group the G-clefs and a cast of both amateurs and pros 
including local politicos Felix Arroyo and Jeffrey Sanchez, former Cleveland 
Ballet principal Ana Lobe, Dance Theater of Harlem’s Ramon Thielen, and 
Yoel Cassell, who’s been cast in the title role of Julie Taymor’s upcoming 
Pinocchio. Performances are tonight at 7:30 p.m., Saturday at 2 and 
7:30 p.m., and Sunday at 3 p.m. at the Strand Theatre, 543 Columbia 
Road in Dorchester. Tickets are $12 to $29; call (866) 468-7619. 






































39 other characters, from the smirkins 
chef to the snooty French 


hordes of 


of the 
Gold 


Tonight marks the end 
& the 
Orphans’ drag-centric orgy of holiday 
sacrilege, Who’s Afraid of the Vir- 
however ill-matched or mutually de- gin Mary?, in which Joseph and the for 
structive they may be. Beauty meets a BVM, still living in the Bethlehem sta- 
variation of the beast in The Phan- ble 
tom of the Opera as Joel Schumach years 
Claus 


some 


hance 


FILM. The holidays are 
of bringing people together, 





for Ryan Landry Dust celebrity 





a time maitre d’ to the would-be 



















































diners to the dad who wants him home 


Christmas. The show is at 
7:30 p.m. at the Lyric Stage Company 
where Mary gave birth some 2000 140 Clarendon Street it 
ago, entertain the young Santa tickets are $19 to $43 t 
dent rush; call (617) 437-7172 
FILM. Still in an epic mood after catch 


Car 


er directs a film adaptation of the An ind his leggy wife, Honey, for 


drew Lloyd Webber musical that stars boozy 
Gerard Butler as the Phantom 
Rossum as Christine, Patrick Wilson as 
Raoul, Miranda Richardson as Madame 
Giry, Minnie Driver as Carlotta, and 
Ciaran Hinds as Firman. 
meets corruption in La mala edu- 
caci6én/Bad Education, 
Almodéovar’s semi-autobiographical 
drama in which Gael Garcia Bernal 
stars as a youth victimized by sexual 
abuse at a Catholic school in Franco’s 
Spain. Right meets left in Meet the 
Fockers, Jay Roach’s se- 
quel to Meet the Parents in 
which red-state parents 
Robert De Niro and Blythe 
Danner meet their blue- 
state counterparts Dustin 
Hoffman and _ Barbra 
Streisand as Ben Stiller 
looks on in horror. And tra- 
dition meets mortality in Il 
gattopardo/The Leop- 
ard (1963), Luchino Vis- 
conti’s epic adaptation of 
the Giuseppe Tomasi di 
Lampedusa novel about a 
fading aristocrat in 1860s 
Sicily. Starring Burt Lan- 
caster, Claudia Cardinale, 
and Alain Delon, it screens 
today, tomorrow, and Sun- 
day at the Brattle Theatre. 


late-night recrimination 
and emotional fisticuffs. The show is at 
8 p.m. at Machine, 1256 Boylston 
Street in Boston, and tickets are $25; 
call (617) 265-6222. It’s likewise last 
call for Becky Mode’s Fully Commit- 
ted at the Lyric Stage, a bravura one- 


Emmy ing Il gattopardo? Luiz Fernando 
valho’s Lavoura arcaica/To the 
Left of the Father (2002) i 


three-hour extravaganza of 


a near 
family 


Innocence strife, cultural conflict, sexual intrigue 


and spectacular landscapes as a 


Pedro man show in which ubiquitous local fa- Lebanese family try to make th 


vorite John Kuntz plays a harried un tion to life in the wild interior of Brazil 


employed actor manning the reserva- It screens at 7 p.m. in the Museum of 


tions line at a swank Manhattan eatery Fine Arts’ Remis Auditorium, 465 Hunt 


17 


ington Avenue in Boston; call (617) 
267-9300 


where tout New York wants a table 


during holiday season. He also plays 


Kate Mulgrew as Katharine Hepburn 


C ltiaaal 


@ THURSDAY 23 

THEATER. If you're still 
looking for the perfect anti- 
dote to all those Tiny Tims 
and Hallelujah Choruses, 
this may be your last 
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House of Flying Daggers 


Directed by Zhang Yimou. Written by 
Zhang Yimou, Li Feng, and Wang Bin. With 
Takeshi Kaneshiro, Andy Lau Tak Wah 
Zhang Ziyi, and Song Dandan. In 
Mandarin with English subtitles. A Sony 
classics release (119 minutes). At the 
Boston Common, the Kendall Square, and 
the Embassy and in the suburbs 


o you think Ang Lee knows 

bamboo? After the astounding 

duel in the bamboo grove in 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, it 
would seem no one could surpass 
Lee in this set piece of Hong Kong 
martial-arts films. But Zhang Yimou 
really knows bamboo. His bamboo- 
grove battle, one of many spectacu- 
lar climaxes in his masterpiece House 
of Flying Daggers, transcends the 
genre. It’s a glorious ballet of flying, 
slithering and twisting bodies, of 
rapturous color and rigorous, if im- 
possible physics. 

Such a tour de force seems oblig- 
atory for Zhang following the 
bravura of his less-than-satisfying 
Hero. Unlike that picture, however, 
his latest is as brilliant in its concep- 
tion and its cohesion as it is in its 
production numbers, and more con- 
vincing in its emotional power. Inte- 
grating color, image, rhythms, set 
design, character, plot, and music 


Educating Gael 


Full House 


Zhang Yimou plays Daggers to the hilt 
BY PETER KEQUGH 


into a symphonic whole, he has 
made his epic statement on the 
themes of individuality, responsibili 


ty, love, freedom, and fate. In short, 


life and art as he knows it. 

In many ways, 10th-century 
China feels a lot like our own time. 
A corrupt central empire struggles 
to maintain its tyrannical grip. Fa- 
natical factions respond with terrot 
and assassinations. One such group 
is the House of Flying Daggers. The 
fang Empire recently killed its 
leader, but there’s no time for com- 
placency. Leo (Andy Lau Tak Wah), 
captain of a local squadron of 
deputies, tells his subordinate Jin 
(Takeshi Kaneshiro), the medieval 
Chinese equivalent of James Bond, 
that an unknown new leader has 
arisen, perhaps even more formida- 
ble. Jin must go undercover to seek 
him, or her, out. 

Their lead is Mei (Zhang Ziyi, 
who as Zhang’s new muse succeed- 
ing Gong Li seems to have inspired 
him to a new level of achievement), 
the blind dancehall girl who’s new 
at the Peony Pavilion. You almost 
expect swinging saloon doors, and 
the film does take on the quality of 
a deranged Western at this point, 
perhaps one directed by Josef von 
Sternberg; it’s just one of the gener- 
ic mutations House of Flying Daggers 
will undergo along the way. Jin 
doesn’t have to stretch too far to im- 
personate a drunken playboy, and 
his immodest advances on Mei pro- 


Also: false notes in Johnny Guitar 


BY GERALD PEARY 
exico’s Gael Garcia Bernal has done some 


major globehopping since starring at 
home in Amores perros (2000) and Y tu 


mama también (2001). He tooled through Ar- aries.” 


gentina as clean-cut-kid Che Guevara in Diarios 
de motocicleta/The Motorcycle Diaries, then 
flitted about Spain in a tight dress and wobbly 
heels as Zahara, a pouty, drug-addled, hooker 
transsexual in Pedro Almodévar’s current La 


mala educacién/Bad Educa- 
tion, which opens in Boston 
this Wednesday. 

“T looked in the mirror, I 
saw my mother,” Garcia 
Bernal, speaking last May 
at the Cannes Film Festival, 
said about Zahara. “I’m 
happy I looked like my 
mother, but also other 
ghosts came in, people I 
know, my cousins.” Had he 
ever dressed before in 
drag? “I did it as a six-year- 
old,” he laughed. His prepa- 
ration? “I watched Pedro’s 
filmography, also Barbara 
Stanwyck movies, Marlene 
Dietrich, and a lot of camp 
Spanish films. The story is 
not my particular experi- 
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ZAHARA OR NOT ZAHARA? In 
also plays the straight-looking Ignacio. 























to think he knows. 


vide Leo with the excuse to nab her. 


Leo tests her credentials as a dancer 


by insisting she play “the echo 
game,” a Busby Berkley-like extrav- 
aganza involving pebbles and 
drums and a mile-long scarf that 
made me laugh out loud at its sheer 
audacity and perfection. Together 
with the baroque sets and cos- 
tumes, which are as multi-hued and 
glowing as a stained-glass window, 
it’s overripe beauty that seems im- 
possible to endure or sustain. 

And so it proves. The function of 
color in this film is more subtle and 
rigorous than the color coding that 
Yimou use in the Chinese-box struc- 
ture of Hero. As Jin, who describes 
himself as being “as free as the 
wind,” progressively limits his choic- 
es and defines his identity in the 








parts, but both characters gave me the same 
degree of difficulty.” Making the film in Eu- 


course of acting on his loyalties and 
his desires, the film’s palette dimin- 
ishes, until in the end the white of a 
universal snowfall prevails, and an 
image out of Robert Altman’s Mc- 
Cabe & Mrs. Miller. 

Until then, the play of colors and 
conflicts and the choreography of 
bodies, weapons, and robes dazzle 
and exhilarate. The convoluted 
plot, more coherent than that of 
Hero but equally cryptic, seems 
Borges-like in its labyrinth of decep- 
tion and revelation. As the secret 
agent, Jin appears to have the 
upper hand in knowifg what’s 
what, with poor Mei the unwitting 
patsy, and with his matinee-good 
looks and raffish, confident smile, 
he’s easy to identify with and accept 
as a guide. But when he proves to 













FROM DARK TO WHITE: Takeshi Kaneshiro whispers to Zhang Ziyi what he knows — or w ler 


be in the dark and must question 
his preconceptions and values, we 
do also. Unsure which side to sym- 
pathize with, ignorant of the source 
of each deadly, superbly orchestrat- 
ed ambush or uncannily accurate 
missile, we’re dazed by the deadly, 
kaleidoscopic shenanigans and 
eager for more. 

The final resolution might be a 
little disappointing in terms of its 
mystery, but as an emotional and 
even spiritual experience, the film 
lingers, gleeful and melancholy. It’s 
the same melancholy that underlies 
Crouching Tiger and Hero, the same 
indifferent embrace of experience 
and resignation to fate. The victor 
in the bamboo duel is unimportant; 
the beauty is all, and that too must 
fade to white. & 


cared. It wasn’t even a sin.” 
Will Garcia Bernal make more films in 


ence, it’s a peculiar Spanish situation I had to 
research: the accent, the way of speaking, this 
urge in Spain to explode after many years of 
things not being allowed, this stretching 
boundaries of freedom post-Franco, even 
though freedom doesn’t have any bound- 


In La mala educacién, Bernal also plays the 
straight-looking Ignacio (actually Zahara?), 
and he wanted to make it clear that neither 
characterization allowed him to coast and 
relax. “It was very liberating playing these 





the film, Gael Garcia Bernal 


rope, he observed how Spanish body lan- 
guage, both gay and straight, is so different 
from back home. “In Mexico, the movement is 
very Caribbean. In the Caribbean, you would- 
n't use your hand like the Spanish.” He held 
out a hand and demonstrated a subtle cultur- 
al difference that was barely discernible to a 
New Englander! 

Working with Almodovar? “He knows what 
he’s talking about. He’s the 
best reference, the best ency- 
clopzdia to his films. Some- 
times I'd think, ‘This is the 
biggest shit ever, it’s not going 
to work.’ He’d say, ‘Trust me.’ 
Then you felt you didn’t have 
to look out for yourself. He’d 
cut out the bad parts. 

“Was this Pedro’s own story? I still wonder. 
I don’t think anything like that really hap- 
pened to him. If it was his experiences, he 
played with them.” 

Was Zahara’s character so formed (de- 
formed?) because she/he was abused when 
at school by a priest? “Pedro felt the character 
would be the same. But the law shouldn't 
allow the priest to be an abuser, nor, because 
she’s a prostitute, should she be allowed to be 
raped. Whenever abuse occurs, it’s a crime. It 
should be punished. Pedro underlines this: 
even if the priest had feelings for the kid and 
good intentions, that doesn’t justify anything. 
It destroys the kid, and it destroys the kid 
spiritually. It destroys his faith. 

“I didn’t go to a Catholic school but a nor- 
mal government school. In Mexico, education 
has been secular since the mid 19th-century. 
Politics also. If a politician says anything 
about God, the people say, ‘No.’ There was a 
priest where I lived, he had kids, nobody even 


FILM 


CULTURE 





Mexico? “Of course! I live there! It’s not just 
Mexico but Latin America. I want to do 
something every year. I feel very much in 
touch [with my roots], that’s important. At 
the same time, if something comes from the 
US ... or India!” 


JOHNNY GUITAR: THE MUSICAL, which 
SpeakEasy Stage Company is presenting at 
the Boston Center for the 
Arts through December 18, 
was viewed kindly by local 
theater critics, and the New 
York production won the 
2004 Outer Critics Circle 
Award for the Best Off 
Broadway Musical. But what 
if you come to the play as a 
devotee of the movie on which it’s based, the 
1954 Nicholas Ray—directed Western? This 
film critic felt taken by what seemed to him a 
lazy, self-congratulatory local production, all 
winking and mugging in place of drama, and 
with even the sublime all-female shoot-out at 
the end of the movie (Joan Crawford versus 
Mercedes McCambridge) banished to off 
stage! Fault Nicholas van Hoogstraten, who’s 
credited with the book, though it’s mostly a lit- 
eral lift of Philip Yordan’s screenplay. In smug 
interviews, he’s dismissed the movie as a 
“goofy film” and a “whacked-out Western. . . . 
They couldn't have been serious.” 

Yes, they could! Johnny Guitar the movie is 
sometimes campy, but it’s also thrilling and 
transcendent, a work concerned with moral 
and political issues, and revered by such direc- 
tors as Scorsese, Bertolucci, Wenders, and Go- 
dard. And the new musical score? Bah! Nothing 
comes close to the great Victor Young theme for 
the movie, which is sung by Peggy Lee. & 
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It's a wonderful death 


Pulling the plug in Mar adentro 
| BY PETER KEOUGH 


kkk 
Mar adentro/ 
The Sea Inside 


Directed by Alejandro Amenabar. Written 
by Alejandro Amenabar and Mateo Gil. 
With Javier Bardem, Belén Rueda, Lola 
Duefias, Mabel Rivera, Celso Bugallo, 
Clara Segura, Tamar Novas, and José 

Maria Pou. In Spanish with English 
subtitles. A Fine Line Features release 
(125 minutes). At the Kendall Square. 


o judge from movies on the 
Tse: being paralyzed is a 

good way to meet women. In 
Coming Home, Born on the Fourth of 
July, and My Left Foot, the guy in 
the wheelchair has no problem at- 
tracting the babes. Such is the case 
also in Mar adentro/The Sea Inside, 
Alejandro Amenabar’s rendition of 
the true story of Ramon Sampedro, 
a Spanish sailor who broke his neck 
taking a high dive into the shallow 
end of the ocean. A quadriplegic for 
three decades, he has beautiful 
women fighting over him. And still 
he wants to die. 


tion, the allure of the lost cause, 
the dream of being a strong but 
broken man’s reason to live, of cre- 
ating him anew. That and the sense 
of control and maternal nurturing 
involved in loving a man immobi- 
lized from the neck down no doubt 
were motives for the women who 
loved him. There are dark elements 
to this story, very deep, human 
ones, but Amenabar chooses not to 
look too deeply below the surface. 
Instead, he has chosen to make an 
homage to Sampedro, and no 
doubt Ramon’s life and his death 
deserve as much. For three 
decades, he fought the legal system 
for the right to die by assisted sui- 
cide. His life, he insisted, was 
“without dignity,” and he didn’t 
want his death to be without digni- 
ty as well. In the course of those 
three decades, he made many 
friends (many of them women) and 
inspired many to accept and cele- 
brate their own lives. 

He could have asked for no one 
better to portray him than Javier 
Bardem, who may be the greatest 
actor now in the movies. Bardem’s 
performance by itself makes the 





TRAGIC SITUATIONS: like Javier 
Bardem’s Ramon, Belén Rueda’s 
Julia suffers from a degenerative, 
incurable condition. 


make-up into a balding, twisted 
hulk confined to a bed, he has only 
his face and voice with which to ex- 
press the unfathomable emotions of 
a human being enduring a perverse 
and horrible existence. Waves of 
irony, pathos, and whimsy pass over 
his features, his eyes mirroring 
pain, bemusement, and sublime res- 
ignation, his constant smile Mona 


imagine De Niro attempting the 
same transformation and find that 
Bardem does it better. His perform- 
ance calls to mind that of Jamie 
Foxx in Ray; whereas Bardem is de- 


nied his body in creating his charac- 


ter and must rely on his eyes, Foxx 
is denied his eyes and must rely on 
his body. 

Like Ray, too, Mar adentro is an 
affecting film with a supremely 
masterful performance but other- 
wise lacking. To his credit, Ame- 
nabar avoids most of the pitfalls 
of sentimentality. In addition to 
Ramon’s tragic situation there is 
that of Julia (Belén Rueda), the 
lawyer he chose to represent him 
because she too suffers from a de- 
generative, incurable condition. 
Add to that Rosa (Lola Duefias), a 
single mother struggling to make 
ends meet who, as Ramon at one 
point brutally points out, is drawn 
to him because she’s focused and 
needs a center for her emotional 
chaos and the story has all the 
makings of an exploitative Holly- 
wood tearjerker — which, given 
the nature of remakes, it may 
some day become. 


Amenabar spares the world that. 


Both women fall in love with 
Ramon, but the director maintains 





the relationships. He also delves 
into some of the ethical issues in- 
volved. Is life an obligation or the 
private property of the individual? 
Does the legal system remain 
faithful to its secular nature or 
does it fall back on religious prin- 
ciples when it rules on the matter? 
One of the film’s more darkly 
comic moments is a scene in 
which Ramon debates the topic 
with a wheelchair-bound priest; 
it’s like a more civil version of the 
wheelchair battle in Born on the 
Fourth of July. 

All the same, after the brilliance 
of Abre los ojos/Open Your Eyes, 
Mar adentro is a disappointment. 
The fantasy sequences in which 
Ramon flies through the air to his 
beloved sea or his beloved Julia 
seem like outtakes from Superman. 
(It’s ironic that this film comes out 


just after the death of Christopher 


Reeve, who suffered the same 
tragedy and crusaded for life, not 
death.) No matter; the simple 
close-ups of Bardem’s face are cin- 
ematic enough. Amenabar, howev- 
er, chooses not to focus on 
Ramon’s face at that Gethsemane- 
like moment when he asks himself 
why he can’t accept what he has, 
why he wants to die. He is 
promptly stuffed with sedatives. 
The question remains unanswered 
and otherwise unconfronted. 
Throughout the film, Sampedro 
insists he not be judged. So be it; 
no one who has not suffered the 
same experience should do so. In a 
sense, Amenabar has judged 
Sampedro, and favorably. But has 


Maybe that’s part of the attrac- 


film worth seeing. Aged 20 years by 


Lisa—like in its ambiguity. One can 


some degree of ambiguity about 


he understood? @ 





THE HUNTER 
AND THE HUNTED 


This debut feature from director Izuru Narushima 
owes some degree of debt to Yasujiro Ozu in its 
warm but intensive rendering of a decade-long 
friendship between a cop and a career criminal. 
Suburban police detective Jin (Koji Yakusho, 
from Kairo) is a mild-mannered widower who's 
caring for his young daughter. The story opens to 
find him sitting beside her hospital bed after her 
bout of appendicitis, softly whispering and never 
taking his eyes off her. Plagued by loneliness and 
ennui, Jin then returns to active duty, where his 
chance meeting in a park with cat burglar Neko 
(Emoto Akira from The Blind Swordsman: Zato- 
ichi) sparks a friendship that’s both rejuvenating 
and challenging: Jin is fascinated by Neko’s 
philosophical approach to burglary, and Neko 
gamely mentors Jin so that he can become a bet- 
ter detective. Narushima’s direction makes for 
many memorable moments of deadpan hilarity, 
and Yakusho and Akira give naturalistic, letter- 
perfect performances. In Japanese with English 
subtitles. (110 minutes) At the Museum of Fine 
Arts this Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday, De- 
cember 16, 18, and 19. 

— Peg Aloi 


LEMONY SNICKET’S A SERIES 
OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS 


Brought to you by Brad Silberling, the director 
who mashed Wim Wenders’s Der Himmel Uber 
Berlin/Wings of Desire into Nicolas Cage/Meg 
Ryan pap (City of Angels), this overwrought dud 
shouldn't have left DreamWorks’ CGI studio. 
Based on a fusion of tales by Daniel Handler 
(a/k/a Lemony Snicket), the film takes place in 
a superhistorical Boston that only a hermit from 
Orange County could imagine: think Bedknobs 
and Broomsticks London meets Blade Runners 
LA. Silberling spares no expense in cloning a 
Tim Burton mise en scéne, but his slipshod ed- 
iting undermines the visual mood he’s affecting. 
Story and acting suffer the same treatment. Jim 
Carrey’s performance as shape-shifting villain 


trailers — 


SPANGLISH 


Oscar-winning director and screenwriter 
James L. Brooks (Terms of Endearment; As 
Good As /t Gets) returns to familiar territory 
after a seven-year absence with Spanglish. 
The wait was mostly worth it. Drawing his ini- 
tial inspiration from a Spanish-speaking em- 
ployee and her English-translating daughter, 
Brooks developed his culture-crossing explo- 
ration of mother-daughter bonds through con- 
versations with as many as 18 Hispanic 
women at once. Less might have equaled 
more. A humanely comic drama, Spanglish 
suffers from a mild excess of plot. 
Spellbinding in her English-language 
debut, Paz Vega (like Penélope Cruz, but 
with talent) stars as “drop-dead crazy gor- 
geous” Flor, a Mexican immigrant seeking a 
better life for her daughter Cristina (Shelbie 
Bruce). As housekeeper for Bel Air belle of 
neuroses Deborah Clasky (Téa Leoni, strug- 
gling with an unsympathetic role) and her 
family, Flor experiences all the drama you'd 
expect from a Brooks film. Third-act compli- 
cations have her romantically inclining to- 
ward the “best chef in the US,” Clasky patri- 


Count Olaf is his most forced since the second 
installment of Ace Ventura, and Meryl Streep, 
Forest Whitaker, and Dustin Hoffman embarrass 
themselves in supporting roles. Jude Law, com- 
peting with his A/fie self for most obnoxious 
overdub narrator of the year, repeatedly reminds 
the audience that “this isn’t a typical children's 
story.” Unfortunately, it's as insipid as the rest. 
(107 minutes) At the Boston Common, the Fen- 
way, the Fresh Pond, and the Circle, and in the 
suburbs. 

— Mattias Frey 








EXCESS OF PLOT? Adam Sandler and 
Téa Leoni discuss. 


arch John (Adam Sandler, channeling Albert 
Brooks); this builds to an emotional climax 
that risks the audience's allegiance to the 
sharply observed characters. Even if they're 
occasionally unpleasant, some risks are 
worth taking. (135 minutes) At the Boston 
Common, the Fenway, the Fresh Pond, and 
the Circle and in the suburbs. 

— Brett Michel 





UN LONG DIMANCHE 
DE FIANGAILLES/ 
A VERY LONG ENGAGEMENT 


No human calamity can withstand Audrey 
Tautou’s impish smile. The carnage of World War | 
fades as nothing before its light. In the opening 
scenes of Jean-Pierre Jeunet’s Un long dimanche 
de fiangailles, five French soldiers maim them- 
selves (one by accident, for such is the irony of 
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war) to escape the horrors of the front. The nefari- 
ous brass reacts by abandoning them to their 
death in no man’s land. But these corrupt masters 
of war did not figure on the perseverance of 
Tautou’s Mathilde, the fiancée of one of the five, 
who years later is determined to learn her 
beloved’s fate. Or on the overripe whimsy of Jeu- 
net, whose technique of the pixilated, precious 
flashback reached its limits with Amé/ie. True, 
Jeunet does darken the picture with Tina (Marion 
Cotillard), the beloved of another of the con- 
demned soldiers, whose notion of restitution is 
less rosy and more bloodthirsty. But a glance at 
Stanley Kubrick's similarly themed Paths of Glory 
is enough to expose Dimanche in all its phoniness 
and maudlin manipulation. In French with Eng- 
lish subtitles. (133 minutes) At the Harvard 
Square and (opening Wednesday) the Embassy. 

— Peter Keough. 


PAPER CLIPS 


It might have been a fascinating subject for a 
documentary: the eighth-grade class of a school 
in Whitwell, Tennessee (a community of 2000, 
predominantly white and Christian), decides to 
study the Holocaust and create a commemora- 
tive art project. Spurred by the little-known fact 
that paper clips represented a secret sign worn 
by supporters of victims of the Nazis, the stu- 
dents decide to attempt, via grassroots appeals, 
to amass nine million of them. The response and 
its effect upon the community are indeed re- 
markable. The students enlist two savvy and lov- 
able German journalists to expand the scope of 
their project, and eventually the project is widely 
publicized and celebrated. But directors Elliot 
Berlin and Joe Fab have made Paper Clips a 
self-congratulatory, ingenuous, and smarmy por- 
trait of a small-town America that had apparent- 
ly never heard of, much less considered, the 
Holocaust. The extemporaneous words of stu- 
dents are moving, as are their encounters with 
actual survivors, but there are so many egre- 
giously scripted and gratuitously choreographed 
moments that this film can serve as an example 
of how not to make a documentary. (82 minutes) 
At the Coolidge Corner and the West Newton 

— Peg Aloi 
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@ COPLEY PLACE (617-266-1300 
00 Huntington Ave 
After the Sunset: 12:40, 2:50 


Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 

son: 10:45 a.n 30, 4:05, 6:40, 9:20 

Christmas with the Kranks: 12:30 

2:50, 5:30, 7:45, 10:10 

Diarios de motocicleta/The Mo- 

torcycle Diaries: 10:30 a.m., 1:10 

4:20, 7:20. 10 

I ¥ Huckabees: 11 a.m., 1:50, 4:40 
U 44 

Kinsey: y 2 

y, € 0, 8:35, 10:20; and Fri.-Sat., 11 

The Polar Express: noon, 12:55 

2:40 85, 5:15, 6:25, 7:55, 8:50 

10:30; and Fri.-Sat., 11 

Ray: 11:40 a.m 6:15, 9:45 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 

Movie: 11:30 a.m., 2:05, 4:30, 6:50, 

9:05; and Fri.-Sat., 11:10 

@ FENWAY (617-424-6266), 201 

Brookline Ave 

Flight of the Phoenix: 1, 3:45 

9:55 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 

fortunate Events: 11:45 a.m., 2:30 

5:15, 8, 10:45 

Spanglish: 1, 4 

Alexander: 7:20 l 

Blade: Trinity: 11:45 a.m., 12:45 

2:45 45. 5:30, 6:45, 8:30, 9:45: and 

Fri.-Sat., 11:3¢ 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 

son: 10:20 


Closer: 1:10, 3:45, 6:30, 9:1 
Finding Neverland: 

2:15. 4:45. 7:40, 10:1 

The Incredibles: 1:10 10 
10:10 

National Treasure: 1:15, 4:45, 8:1 


and Fri.-Sat., 11:15 

Ocean’s Twelve: 12:30, 1:15, 3:30 
4:20, 6:30, 7:30, 9:30, 10:30 
The Polar Express: noon 
7:40 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 12:30, 2:45, 5 


2:40 


@ MUSEUM OF SCIENCE, Omni The 
atre (617-723-2500), Science Park 
Boston. Tickets $7.50, $5.50 for ages 3 
11 and seniors; Tues.-Wed. at 7 p.m. or 
r, $ and seniors 
Adrenaline Rush: The Science of 
Risk 

Forces of Nature 

Jane Goodall’s Wild Chim- 
panzees 

Lewis and Clark: Great Journey 
West 


¢ ; 11 
later, Do, 95 for ages 5-11 


@ NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM 
mons IMAX Theatre (866-815-IMAX 


$12. $10 





Central Wharf 
for ages 3-11 and s¢ 


Bugs! In 3I 
Cirque de Soleil 


Galapagos 

Ghosts of the Abyss 
The Matrix Reloaded 
Ocean Wonderland 


brookline 


@ CHESTNUT HILL (617-277-2500), 
Rte. 9 and Hammond St 

Please call to confirm bookings and for 
times 

Alexander 

Christmas with the Kranks 

The Incredibles 

National Treasure 


@ CIRCLE CINEMA (617-566-4040) 
Cleveland Circle 

Please call to confirm bookings and for 
times 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events 

Spanglish 

Blade: Trinity 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son 

Finding Neverland 


Boston Public Library. 


Ocean’s Twelve 

The Polar Express 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie 


@ COOLIDGE CORNER (617-734- 
2500), 290 Harvard St 

Paper Clips: 3:15, 7:15; and Fri.-Sat., 
», 9:30; and Sat.-Sun., 1:15; and Sun.- 
Thurs., 5:15, 9:15 
Kinsey: 4:15, 7, 9:35; ar 
1:50 

Sideways: 4:30, 7:10, 9:45; and Sat 
Sun., Wed.-Thurs., 1:30 

Tarnation: Fri.-Sat., midnight 

Bad Santa: Fri.-Sat., midnight 
Pantyhose Hero: Sat., midnight 

La mala educacién/Bad Educa- 
tion: Wed.-Thurs., 2:30, 5, 7:30, 10 


d Sat.-Sun., 


cambridge 

@ BRATTLE (617-876-6837), 40 Brat 
tle St., Harvard Sq 

It’s a Wonderful Life: Fri.-Tues 
4:30, 7:15; and Sat.-Sun., 1:45 

End of the Century: The Story of 
the Ramones: Fri.-Sat., 10 

Mondo Punko: Fri.-Sat., midnight 
Urgh! A Music War: Sun.-Mon., 10 


Il gattopardo/The Leopard: Wed.- 
Thurs., 4, 7:30 


@ FRESH POND MALL (617-661 
2900), 168 Alewife Brook Parkway 
Flight of the Phoenix: 10:45 a.m., 
1:30, 4:15, 7:15, 10:10 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: 11:15 a.m., 1:45, 
4:55. 7:50, 10:20 
Alexander: 9 

Blade: Trinity: noon 
8:10, 10:50 

Christmas with the Kranks: 1:10 
3:35, 5:45, 8:30, 10:40 

The Incredibles: 11:45 a.m., 2:30, 6 
8:45 

National Treasure: 12:50, 3:55, 7, 10 


2:45; 5:30; 


Ocean’s Twelve: 12:30, 3:20, 6:30, 
7:30, 9:20, 10:30 

The Polar Express: 11:30 a.m., 2, 
4:30, 6:45 

Ray: 11 a.m., 2:15, 6:15, 9:40 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 12:15, 3, 5:15 


@ HARVARD SQUARE (617-864- 
4580), 10 Church St 

Un long dimanche de fiangailles/ 
A Very Long Engagement: 
11:40 a.m., 3, 6:30, 9:40; and Fri.-Sat., 
12:20 a.m 

Spanglish: 12:20, 3:40, 
Fri.-Sat., 12:40 a.m 
Closer: 11 a.m., 1:40, 4:20, 7:40, 
10:30; and Fri.-Sat., 12:40 a.m 
Finding Neverland: 10:50 a.m., 
1:10, 4:30, 10:15; and Fri., Sun.-Thurs., 
7:20; and Fri.-Sat., 12:25 a.m 

I ¥ Huckabees: 1, 3:55, 6:20, 9; and 
Fri., 11:20 

The Aviator: sneak preview Sat., 7 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show: 
Sat., midnight 


7, 10; and 


@ KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA 
(617-499-1996), Ong Kendall Sq 
House of Flying Daggers: 1:50, 
2:25, 4:30, 5:05, 7:10, 8:20, 9:50; and 
Sat.-Sun., 11:15 a.m., 11:50 a.m. 

Mar adentro/The Sea Inside: 1:15, 
2:05, 4, 4:50, 6:45, 8, 9:30; and Sat.- 
Sun., 11:25 a.m 

On the Waterfront: 2, 4:40, 7:15, 


Me ~ 


CLAUDIA II: she probably wishes she were back in Sicily in Fitzcarraldo, Monday at the 


9:55; and Sat.-Sun., 11:30 a.m. 
Diarios de motocicleta/The Mo- 
torcycle Diaries: 1:05, 3:55, 6:40, 
9:25 

Kinsey: 1:40, 4:20, 7, 9:45; and Sat.- 
Sun., 11:05 a.m 

Sideways: 1:25, 2:15, 4:10, 5, 8:10, 
9:40; and Fri.-Sun., Wed.-Thurs., 6:55; 
and Sat.-Sun., 11:35 a.m. 

La mala educacién/Bad Educa- 
tion: Wed.-Thurs., 2:20, 4:50, 7:20, 
9:55 





suburbs 

@ ARLINGTON, Capitol (781-648 
4340), 204 Mass. Ave 

Being Julia: 1:40, 3:45, 5:50, 7:55, 
10:05; and Sat.-Sun., 11:30 a.m 
Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: 1:25, 3:30, 5:35, 7:45, 9:50; and 
Sat.-Sun., 11:20 a.m. 

Elf: 1:15, 3:15, 5:15; and Sat.-Sun 
11:15 a.m 

Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind: 4:55, 7:10, 9:20 

Friday Night Lights: 7:15, 9:35 
Shall We Dance?: 5:25, 7:35, 9:45 
Shark Tale: 1:25, 3:25; and Sat.-Sun., 
11:25 a.m 

Sky Captain and the World of To- 
morrow: 2:45; and Sat.-Sun., noon 
What the #$*! Do We Know!?: 
1:30, 3:35, 5:40, 7:50, 10; and Sat.- 
Sun., 11:25 a.m 


@ BEVERLY, Cabot Street Cinema 
(978-927-3677), 286 Cabot St. 

Being Julia: Fri.-Sat., Mon., 5:30, 8; 
and Sat., 2 

The Story of the Weeping Camel: 
Tues.-Thurs., 5:30, 8; and Wed., 2 


@ BRAINTREE, AMC X (781-848- 
1070), South Shore Plaza 

Flight of the Phoenix: 2:30, 5:05, 
7:40, 10:15 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: 1:50, 4:25, 7, 9:30 
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Spanglish: 1:15, 4:10, 7:05, 10 
Blade: Trinity: 2, 4:45, 7:20, 9:55 
Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: 9:45 

Christmas with the Kranks: 2:15, 
5:15, 7:45, 10:05 

The Incredibles: 1:30, 4:15, 7:30, 
10:15 

National Treasure: 1:20, 4:20, 7:15, 
10:10 

Ocean’s Twelve: 1:45, 4:35, 6:25, 
7-20, 9:19, 10:15 

The Polar Express: 1:35, 4, 7:10 
The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 2:45, 5 


@ DEDHAM, Community Theatre 
(781-326-0409), 580 High St 

Kinsey: 4:30, 7:10, 9:20; and Sat 
Sun., Wed., 11:45 a.m., 2:10 
Sideways: 4:20, 7, 9:20; and Sat.- 
Sun., Wed., 11:45 a.m., 2 


@ DEDHAM, Showcase 10 (781-326- 
4955), 950 Providence St. 
Please call for bookings and for times 


@ HINGHAM, Loring Hall Cinema 
(781-749-1400), 65 Main St 
Sideways: 4:15, 7; and Fri.-Sat., 9:40; 
and Sat.-Sun., 1:30 


@ LEXINGTON, Flick (781-861-6161), 
1794 Mass. Ave 

Kinsey: 7:05, 9:30; and Sat.-Sun., 
1:40, 4:20 

Sideways: 7, 9:30; and Sat.-Sun., 
1:30, 4:10 


@ NEWBURYPORT, Screening Room 
(978-462-3456), 82 State.St. 
Feux rouges/Red Lights: Fri.-Sat., 
6:30, 8:45; and Sat., 4:15; and Sun., 
5:15; and Sun.-Thurs., 7:30 


@ NEWTON, West Newton Cinema 
(617-964-6060), 1296 Washington St 
Paper Clips: 12:10, 2:10, 4:30, 6:55, 
8:55 

Being Julia: 6:35; and Fri.-Wed., 1 








% 


CLAUDIA I: La Cardinale 
dances with sweetie Alain 
Delon in Il gattopardo, 
Wednesday and Thursday at 
the Brattle. 


Gloomy Sunday: 10:55 a.m., 4:10, 
9:05 : 

Kinsey: 12:40, 2:15, 3:15, 4:50, 6:25 
8, 9; and Fri.-Sat., Mon.-Thurs., 11 a.m 
Ray: 9; and Fri.-Mon., Thurs., 3:20 
Shall We Dance?: 1:30, 6:45 
Shark Tale:  Fri.-Sun.-Thurs., 
10:50 a.m 

Vera Drake: 1:20, 4, 6:35, 9:05; and 
Fri., Sun.-Thurs., 10:45 a.m 


@ RANDOLPH, Showcase Cinema 
(781-963-5600), Rte. 139 
Please call bookings and for times 


@ REVERE, Showcase Cinema (781 
286-1660), Rte. 1 and Squire Rd 

Please call for times 

Flight of the Phoenix: 11:30 a.m., 
2:05, 4:40, 7:25, 10:10; and Fri.-Sat., 
12:40 a.m 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: noon, 1:20, 1:50, 
2:40, 4:05, 4:35, 5:20, 7:05, %35, 8:05, 
9:50, 10:20; and Fri.-Sat., 11:30 
12:20 a.m 

Spanglish: 12:15, 1, 3:30, 4, 6:40, 
7:10, 9:45, 10:15; and Fri.-Sat., 
12:30 a.m. 

Alexander: 8:30 

Blade: Trinity: 12:55, 1:30, 3:50, 
4:20, 6:45, 7:15, 7:45, 9:35, 10:05, 
10:40; and Fri.-Sat., 12:15 a.m., 
12:45 a.m. 

Christmas with the Kranks: 
11:40 a.m., 12:10, 2:10, 2:30, 4:30, 
7:20, 9:40; and Fri.-Sat., midnight 
Closer: 12:40, 3:25, 6:15, 9:10; and 
Fri.-Sat., 12:10 a.m 

The Incredibles: 1:45, 4:45, 7:40, 
10:35 

National Treasure: 12:50, 3:55, 
6:55, 9:55 

Ocean’s Twelve: 12:05, 12:30, 1:25, 
3:05, 3:35, 4:25, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8, 9:30, 
10, 10:30; and Fri.-Sat., 11:40, 
12:25 a.m 

The Polar Express: 12:35, 1:15, 
2:55, 3:40, 5:15, 7:50, 10:25; and Fri. 
Sat., 12:35 a.m 

Saw: 6:20, 9:20; and Fri.-Sat., 
12:05 a.m. 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 11:35 a.m., 12:20, 1:35, 2:45; 
3:45, 6:10 


@ SOMERVILLE, Loews Theatres 
(617-628-7000), 35 Middlesex Ave., As 
sembly Sq. Mall 

Flight of the Phoenix: 11:40 a.m., 
2:30, 5:30, 8:10, 10:50 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Un- 
fortunate Events: 11:10 a.m., 1:40, 
4:15, 7:10, 9:50; and Fri.-Sat., midnight 
Alexander: 9:05 

Blade: Trinity: 11:30 am., 12:30, 
2:10, 3:40, 5, 6:40, 7:40, 9:30, 10:30; 
and Fri.-Sat., 11:40 

Christmas with the Kranks: noon, 
3:30, 6:10, 8:35; and Fri.-Sat., 11:10 
The Incredibles: 10:50 a.m., 1:15, 
4:25, 7:30, 10:20 

National Treasure: 12:45, 4:05, 
7:20, 10:10 

Ocean’s Twelve: 11 a.m., 12:15, 
1°56: 3:10; 5:30, 6:20, 7:55, 9:30, 
10:40; and Fri.-Sat., 11:50 

The Polar Express: 1, 3:50, 6:30 
Ray: 11:20 a.m., 2:50, 6, 9:40 

The SpongeBob SquarePants 
Movie: 11:50 a.m., 2, 4:40, 6:50, 8:55; 
and Fri.-Sat., 11:25 





@ SOMERVILLE THEATRE (617- 
625-5700), 55 Davis Sq 

After the Sunset: Mon.-Thurs., 3, 5, 
fe 

Bridget Jones: The Edge of Rea- 
son: 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:45; and Sat.- 
Sun., 12:40 

Garden State: 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 9:30; 
and Sat.-Sun., 1:15 

Swades: Fri.-Sun., 5, 9; and Sat.-Sun., 
1; and Mon.-Thurs., 3:30, 7:30 

What the #$*! Do We Know!?: 
Mon.-Thurs., 3:10, 5:30, 7:40, 9:50 
Veer-Zaara: Fri.-Sun., 5:15, 9:15; 
and Sat.-Sun., 1:15 


@ WALTHAM, Embassy Cinema (781 
893-2500), 16 Pine St 

House of Flying Daggers: Fri 
Sun., 1:20, 4:05, 7, 9:40; and Mon 
Thurs., 2:35, 5:20, 8 

Closer: Fri.-Sun., 1:25, 4:10, 7:05, 
9:35; and Mon.-Thurs., 2:45, 5:25, 
8:10 

Diarios de motocicleta/The Mo- 
torcycle Diaries: Fri.-Sun., 1:15, 4, 
6:40, 9:20; and Mon.-Tues., 2:25, 5:05, 
7:55 

The Incredibles: Fri.-Sun., 1:05, 
3:50, 6:30, 9:10; and Mon.-Thurs., 
2:15, 4:55, 7:35 

National Treasure: Fri.-Sun., 1, 
3:45, 6:35, 9:25; and Mon.-Tues., 2:15, 
5, 7:45 

Sideways: Fri.-Sun., 1:10, 3:55, 6:45, 
9:30; and Mon.-Thurs., 2:30, 5:10, 


8:05 
Bad Education: Wed.-Thurs., 2:25, 
5:05, 7:45 


Un long dimanche de fiancailles/ 
A Very Long Engagement: Wed 
Thurs., 2:15, 5, 7:55 


@ WEYMOUTH, Cameo Theater 1 & 2 
(781-335-2777), Columbia Sq., South 
Weymouth 

Christmas with the Kranks: 5:15, 
7; and Fri.-Sat., 9:40; and Sat.-Sun., 
12:45, 3 

The Polar Express: 5, 7:15; and Fri. 
Sat., 9:30; and Sat.-Sun., 12:30, 2:45 


@ WOBURN, Showcase (781-933 
5330), Main St., Middlesex Canal Park 


Please call bookings and for times 





film specials 

@ BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (617 
536-5400), Copley Sq., Boston. Free 
admission 
— “Werner Herzog: Film Has To Be 
Physical”: Fitzearraldo (1982), 
screens Mon., 6 

Shadow of a Doubt (1943), di 
rected by Alfred Hitchcock, screens 
Tues., ¢ 


@ JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROAD- 
WAY THEATRE (617-591-1616), 
255 Elm St., Somerville. Free admis 
sion 

“The Ding Ho Reunion’: When 
Stand-Up Stood Out: The Story 
Behind the Boston Comedy Ex- 
plosion, directed by Fran Solomita, 
screens Sat.-Sun., 4 


@ MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617- 
369-3300), 465 Huntington Ave., 
Boston. Tickets $9, $8 for students 
and seniors unless otherwise noted 

— “New England Film Artists Present”: 
Anya in and out of Focus (2004), 
directed by Marian Marzynski, screens 
Sat., 10:30 a.m.; Sun., 3:40 

— “Asian Cinevisions”: The Hunter 
and the Hunted (2003), directed by 
Izuru Narushima, screens Sat., 12:30; 
Sun., 1:30. Men Suddenly in Black 
(2003), directed by Edmond Ho-Che- 
ung Pang, screens Wed., 8 

— “Premiere Engagements”: Comme 
si de rien n’était/As If Nothing 
Had Happened (2003), directed by 
Pierre-Olivier Mornas, screens Sat., 
2:45; Sun., 11:30 a.m.; Wed., 6; 
Thurs., 5 

— “Cinema Tropical”: Lavoura 
acaica/To the Left of the Father 
(2002), directed by Luiz Fernando 
Carvalho, screens Thurs., 7. 


@ PLEASANT STREET CONGRE- 
GATIONAL CHURCH (781-316- 
2018),75 Pleasant St., Arlington. Sug- 
gested donation $5 

— “Open Windows on the World”: Hi- 
jacking Catastrophe, directed by 
Sut Jhally, screens Mon., 7:30 


@ SOUTH BOSTON BRANCH LI- 
BRARY (617-268-0180), 646 East 
Broadway, South Boston. Free admis- 
sion 

“Hollywood Holiday Film Series” 
White Christmas (1954), directed 
by Michael Curtiz, screens Thurs., 6 


@ WEST END BRANCH LIBRARY 
(617-523-3957), 151 Cambridge St., 
Boston. Free admission 

“Political Film Festival”: Sense 
and Place, directed by Matthew Tem- 
ple, screens Thurs., 6:30 
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* AFTER THE SUNSET (2004). A 
few minutes into this romantic cat- 
and-mouse flick, a master thief (Pierce 
Brosnan) taunts his FBl-agent pursuer 
(Woody Harrelson) by asking him to 
return a copy of Alfred Hitchcock's To 
Catch a Thief to the video store. Per- 
haps director Brett Ratner shouldn't 
have begun this running gag, because 
it raises expectations that his film 
might be charming or inventive. 
Whereas Hitchcock learned his craft 
from Weimar Germany’s best, it seems 
that Ratner went to T&A film school; 
he structures the editing around “es- 
tablishing shots” of Salma Hayek’s 
cleavage and backside. And this too is 
a mere tease, since Hayek and Bros- 
nan are unable to crib the subtle sexu- 
al calculus of Grace Kelly and Cary 
Grant — Brosnan and Harrelson cre- 
ate more sparks in their one bed 
scene. Aside from a few witty one-lin- 
ers, After the Sunset reincarnates nei- 
ther classical Hollywood's grace nor 
Hitchcock’s finesse. (100m) Copley 
Place, Somerville Theatre (Monday 
through Thursday), suburbs 

* XALEXANDER (2004). How did 
Alexander the Great manage to con- 
quer most of the known world before 
he was 30? Personality, Oliver Stone 
suggests. His Alexander charms 
snakes, horses, women, and, ulti- 
mately, armies. As played by a blond- 
wigged Colin Farrell, he radiates so 
much charisma that almost everyone 
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else in the cast seems to be emulating 
his Irish accent. Alexander was also 
groomed for success (and, if he were 
a contemporary man, years of psy 
chotherapy) by his parents: the 
brutish, drunken, one-eyed warrior 
king Philip (a scene-stealing Val 
Kilmer) and the scheming, witchy, 
smothering Olympias (Angelina Jolie, 
the only thespian in the film who at- 
tempts a Greek accent). His wife, 
Roxane (Rosario Dawson), is a virtual 
clone of Jolie’s Olympias; nonethe- 
less, he remains closer to no one than 
to boyhood wrestling partner Hep- 
haistion (Jared Leto, in his Jordan 
Catalano mode). That’s clear even 
though Stone shoots an explicit sex 
scene with Alexander and Roxane 
while limiting Alexander and Hep- 
haistion to hugs and longing glances 
Such restraint mars Alexander, which 
is an uncharacteristically timid and 
tentative piece of filmmaking for 
Stone. For once, he doesn’t dazzle 
with technique but keeps his usual 
acid-trip editing and camera work to 
a minimum. Although there are a 
number of bravura set pieces, partic- 
ularly the two big battle scenes, they 
seem disconnected because of the 
film’s lack of structure. The story’s 
oddly placed flashbacks and abrupt 
jumps back and forth over years’ 
worth of events give the impression 
that Stone is unsure of where he 
wants the tale to go or what point he 
wants to make. Whoever thought 
viewers would long for the old days 
when Stone would hit them over the 
head? (176m) Boston Common, Fen- 
way, Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, sub- 
urbs. 

*x*x*xANYA IN AND OUT OF 
FOCUS (2004). Marian Marzynski, 
a Jewish-Polish émigré filmmaker 
who long resided in Chicago and now 
has moved his operations to Brook- 
line. His 30-years-in-the making Anya 
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in and out of Focus is a tender, moody, 
frank, and totally engrossing celebra- 
tion of his in-her-face relationship 
with his daughter, Anya. The shoot 
ing starts with Anya’s pre-school 
childhood, where she’s as bossy and 
controlling as Peanuts’ Lucy, and pro 
ceeds, through her very bumpy ado- 
lescent years, to her still-shaky adult- 
hood, where she tries on boyfriends 
and jobs and finally delves into a per 
haps problematic interracial mar- 
riage. Three decades of Anya: charm- 
ing, impetuous, swerving out of con- 
trol, feuding often with her conven- 
tional architect mother and in and 
out of synch with her artsy, liberal- 
thinking dad, who loves his daughter 
with a consuming, crazy-for-you love. 
Marzynski is as uninhibited and hon- 
est a presence before the camera as 
his daughter. There’s nothing to hide 
with these two, as, over the many 
years, they hug, they dance, they 
confide, they talk so intimately, and, 
of course, they quarrel. (A typical al- 
tercation has Anya at 14 fleeing the 
cameta in anger and embarrassment 
when her father asks her pointedly 
about her menstruation.) Marzynski 
is a real old-fashioned filmmaker, and 
his work is a joy to watch for its in 
tense cinematography and brilliantly 
conceived, leaping-through-time edit- 
ing. Especially astonishing is the 
16mm shooting of Anya’s childhood, 
when Marzynski gets down with the 
little kids. The MFA screenings are co- 
sponsored by the Boston Jewish Film 
Festival: Marzynski’s tragic childhood 
in a Poland under Hitler, including a 
miraculous escape from the Warsaw 
Ghetto, parallels that of fellow Jew- 
ish-Polish director Roman Polanski 
(103m) Saturday and Sunday at the 
Museum of Fine Arts 

THE AVIATOR (2004). With 
Leonardo DiCaprio in the title role 
plus Cate Blanchett as Katharine Hep- 
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burn, Kate Beckinsale as Ava Gardner, 
Alec Baldwin as Juan Trippe, and 
Gwen Stefani as Jean Harlow, Martin 
Scorsese’s film biography of Howard 
Hughes is at least sure to be one of 
the most talked-about movies of 
2004. (169m) Sneak preview Saturday 
at the Boston Common and the Har- 
vard Square 


B 
*x*xxBAD SANTA (2003). What 
Harvey Keitel did for cops in Bad 
Lieutenant Billy Bob Thornton does 
for Kris Kringle in Bad Santa. Thorn 
ton’s Willie is a department-store 
Santa who smokes, drinks, swears 
occasionally pisses himself, and chas- 
es after women with big bottoms. But 
Willie is not only a pig, he’s also a 
crook. He and Marcus (Tony Cox), a 
three-foot-tall African-American 
dwarf, play a Santa & Elf team who 
take on a different shopping mall 
every holiday season. After enduring 
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1 Ocean’s Twelve 
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National Treasure 
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rave review, 
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mixed 


response, 
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Closer 


Finding Neverland 


Alexander 


for the weekend ending 


The Polar Express 


SquarePants Movie 


the line of snotty-nosed kids asking 
for Barbies and bikes, they slip in 
after hours and Willie cracks the safe 
Then the kid shows up, as he always 
does in this kind of movie. But eight 
year-old Thurman Merman (Brett 
Kelly) isn’t your typical moppet 

he’s more of a Charles Addams char 
acter via Federico Fellini, a taunted 
rich kid living in a big house alone 
with his ga-ga granny. He’s utter in 
nocence wrapped in a Stay Puft 
Marshmallow Man body who takes 
all of Willie’s abuse, even lets him rob 
the house, and still believes. Redemp 
tion is inevitable, but it’s tolerable be- 
cause the amoral Willie resists it so 
endearingly. Director Terry Zwigoff 
takes the alienation he explored mo 
rosely in Ghost World and turns it into 
uproarious id, and his zest overcomes 
the cynical touch of the Coen Broth 
ers, who produced and had a hand in 
the screenplay. So Disney should 
lighten up on Miramax and learn that 
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sometimes a film can be naughty and 
nice. (93m) Weekend midnights at the 
Coolidge Corner 
**x BEING JULIA (2004). W. Som- 
erset Maugham’s pleasant, unpreten- 
tiously minor novel of the 1930s 
British stage, Theatre, has been trans- 
formed into an overwrought, extrava- 
gantly produced costume drama, 
with Annette Bening miscast in the 
title role. Hungarian filmmaker Istvan 
Szabé and screenwriter Ronald Har- 
wood can't decide whether their film 
is a screwball comedy about the back- 
stabbing vanity of actors (a la the Ca- 
role Lombard-starring Twentieth Cen- 
tury and To Be or Not To Be) or a 
touching, tender melodrama (a Bette 
Davis vehicle, perhaps) about a splen- 
did actress losing herself as she fades 
into her 40s. The tone keeps shifting, 
and Bening can’t keep up, especially 
where she’s required to be brittle and 
funny. The story has London leading 
Continued on page 10 


NEWSWEEK 
YORKER 


NEW 
WASH 
POST 


—> 


<> 
"iy 


AEP | Voice 


~» 


>» 
» 


2 


AY Ey 


~~ 
& 


~ 
A 


AF 
AJ 


> 


y] 


vy 


DP 
yy 


vy 


“TWO THUMBS UP” 


“You're in for a treat. 
Director James L. Brooks 
doesn’t just write 
comedy, he crafts it. 


Sandler is wonderfully 
appealing...” 


Peter Travers 
ROLLING STONE 
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EBERT & ROEPER 


“ONE OF THE BEST 
FILMS OF THE YEAR. 


Brilliantly acted, ‘Spanglish’ is an Oscarcaliber film; 


funny, warm, touching and very human.” 
Tony Toscano, TALKING PICTURES 
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Acomedy with a language all its own. 
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“Brilliant!” 


Scott Patrick 
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lady Julia Lambert, who’s been mar- 
ried forever to the handsome but pas 
sionless Michael (Jeremy Irons) 
falling hard, against her better judg 
ment, for a young American who has 
little interest in serious romance. The 
distraught Julia plots revenge against 
this womanizer, and that sets up a 
hideous last act in which her devious 
neurotic one-upmanship is cheered 
on by the manipulative filmmakers 
like Republican delegates stomping 
for George W. (105m) West Newton, 
Arlington Capitol 

*1/2 BLADE: TRINITY (2004). 
Vampire hunter Blade (Wesley 
Snipes) faces his toughest adversary 
yet in this third and final installment 
(here’s hoping) of the series that has 
yielded diminishing returns since 
Stephen Norrington’s 1998 adapta 
tion of Marvel Comics’ Blade became 
a sleeper hit. Misdirected by series 
scribe David S. Goyer, Blade: Trinity is 
Blade versus the media. Or is it Blade 
versus the homeland-securing federal 
government? From the myriad threats 
teased (only to be forgotten) in the 
deceptively promising opening scenes 
emerges a rare instance of wit. Vam- 
pire Danica Talos (Parker Posey, 
preening as she makes fun of her dia- 
logue) leads an expedition to Iraq, 
where she uncovers the ultimate 
WMD: Dracula. Savor the moment 

‘Drake” (Dominic Purcell), as he’s 
called, is no more threatening than 
your average club-garbed Eurotrash 
Series newcomers Jessica Biel and 
Ryan Reynolds promise a transfusion 
of new blood to the undead under 

takings as Abigail the archer and 
wise-ass ex-vampire Hannibal King, 
who make up the other two thirds of 
the title trio. Alas, Snipes sleepwalks 
through his role as a “daywalker 

and their efforts clot on this Blade 

(105m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs 

* x BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE 
OF REASON (2004). The gang's 
all back for this Beeban Kidron-di- 
rected sequel, in which we find out 
whether the path of true Bridget love 


can run smooth. Renée Zellweger 
packed on the pounds again, and 
though she finally looks healthy 
shots of her ass from the most unflat- 
tering perspectives abound, and she’s 
squeezed into clothes that would 
have fit her stick version. Yet in spite 
of obsessing over her physique, Brid 
get once again has Mark (Colin 
Firth) and the dashing but immature 
Daniel (played with relish by Hugh 
Grant) fighting over her, with Daniel 
happily exploiting the problems that 
Bridget and Mark soon run into 
Bridget makes a fool of herself in all 
manner of social situations, and her 
insecurities eventually sabotage het 
relationship. She’s an extreme ver 
sion of all our fears about ourselves 
and that’s supposed to be reassuring 

if she can find love, who can’t? 
But the character is still a cartoon, so 
real life never enters the picture 
(108m) Copley Place, Fenway, Circle 
(tentative), Somerville Theatre, Ar 
lington Capitol, suburbs. ] 


C 
@®CHRISTMAS 
KRANKS (2004). Arriving like a 
lump of coal, director Joe Roth's 
Christmas with the Kranks shares a 
central conceit with the recent Ben 
Affleck vehicle Surviving Christmas 
That is, it’s monumentally awful 
Based on John Grisham's 2001 best 
seller Skipping Christmas, which in 
volves a married couple’s vain at 
tempt to boycott the holidays, the 
title was 


WITH THE 


changed (to avoid just com 
Affleck’s film) to the 
more homogenized one it now bears 
his, courtesy of equally homoge 
neous screenwriter Chris Columbus 
who’s unable to resist grafting ele- 
ments from his Home Alone films 
(bumbling burglars, treacle) onto the 
Grisham blueprint. If this were a sit- 
com (which it resembles, thanks to 
the broad, directionless performances 
of leads Tim Allen and Jamie Lee 
Curtis), it would face quick cancella- 
tion. Skip this Christmas. (94m) Cop- 
ley Place, Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill 
(tentative), suburbs 


parison with 


* CLOSER (2004). People may have 
deemed Jude Law the sexiest man of 
the year, but he’s no match for Clive 
Owen in Mike Nichols’s glib and 
phony Closer, a Carnal Knowledge for 
an age that no longer knows what ei- 
ther of those words means. Law’s Dan 
is the “writer” (he pens obits and is a 
struggling novelist no less) in a quar- 
tet of intercoupling, metaphorically 
schematic stereotypes who talk a lot 
about sex and truth but show little 
comprehension of or interest in ei- 
ther. Owen's Larry is the “doctor” (a 
dermatologist! as in “skin deep?”); 
rounding out the team are Julia 
Roberts as Anna, the “photographer” 
who, in the words of Alice, “the strip- 
per” played by Natalie Portman 
(prancing in Victoria's Secret skivvies 
and the pink wig from Ken Russell’s 
Crimes of Passion), makes pictures of 
sad strangers look beautiful so we 
can feel reassured about life. Nichols 
and screenwriter Patrick Marber 
(adapting his own play) try to make 
beautiful faces look like sad strangers 
to reassure us about our sophistica- 
tion, but only Owen brings truth to 
dialogue like “I’m a cave man!”, 
‘Have you seen a heart? It looks like 
a fist covered in blood!”, and “Thank 
you for your honesty. Now fuck off 
and die.” Nichols tarts up the stagi- 
ness with a breezily achronological 
narrative and motifs involving aquar- 
iums and smoking, but Closer is too 
closed for discomfort. (103m) Boston 
mmon, Fenway, Harvard Square 

Embassy, suburbs 

**xCOMME SI DE RIEN N’E- 
TAIT/AS IF NOTHING HAD HAP- 
PENED (2003). Instead of on ice 
rinks and in Harvard Yard, this French 
Love Story takes place on the set of a 
Paris stage. Scatty theater director 
Thomas (Pierre-Olivier Mornas, who 
also wrote and directed the film), 
falls for Alix (Alice Carel, who resem- 
bles a fuller-cheeked Sissy Spacek) 
and casts her as the lead role in his 
play only to learn that she’s been di- 
agnosed with a hereditary brain 
tumor. Alix doesn’t know he knows, 
and the film deals less with her dis- 
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ease than with the progress of the 
play and the pair’s giddy love for 
each other. Mornas just does sidestep 
maudlin over-sentimentality; the 
weepiest scenes take place primarily 
in rehearsal, and art and life do tend 
to blur there toward the end. But Alix 
feels half-drawn; she’s more a love- 
object actress than a living-dying 
woman. When she eventually ex- 
plains to Thomas how her father 
died, he responds, “Let’s fuck. Let’s 
fuck.” In the end, the show must go 
on, and it does, almost as if nothing 
had happened. In French with English 
subtitles. (97m) Saturday, Sunday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday at the Muse- 
um of Fine Arts 


D 

*DIARIOS DE MOTOCICLETA/ 
THE MOTORCYCLE DIARIES 
(2004). Those who remember 
Ernesto “Che” Guevara — who was 
killed in 1967 by rightists aided by 
the CIA — as a fierce, uncompro- 
mised, Marxist revolutionary will be 
mortified by this lollipop-land bio-pic 
from Brazilian director Walter Salles 
(Central do Brasil). Fidel Castro’s 
compatriot is depicted as a shy Ar- 
gentine med student who on a post- 
college 1952 road trip with a bio- 
chemist buddy “learns” that it’s a rot- 
ten world out there and that poor 
people are neglected. It’s the social 
conscience of a Peace Corps volun 
teer, not of the far-left militant who in 
Cuba would bring down Fulgencio 
Batista’s government. The middle- 
class audience Salles wants to attract 
would be scared off by any truly radi- 
cal (and more true-to-life) portrayal, 
so the director gives us a depoliti- 
cized, picturesque movie with “Che” 
played sweetly by Mexico's art-house 
pin-up, Gael Garcia Bernal (Y tu 
mama también), and the South Amer- 
ica traversed by Guevara and Alberto 
Grenado (Rodrigo de la Serna) as a 
topographic diversion. Such beauty! 
And the People? They remain the 
primitive Other, Indians without 
voice waiting for liberation from our 
white-guy movie heroes. Do you be- 
lieve young “Che” swimming a river 
to be with his leper-colony friends? 
Then you've been smitten by this 
bogus-to-the-core movie. In Spanish 
with English subtitles. (128m) Copley 
Place, Kendall Square (Friday through 
Tuesday), Embassy (Friday through 
Tuesday) 


E 
***ELF (2003). This film from 
John Favreau (Swingers) treats its 
young audience members with re- 
spect and makes its older ones feel 
like children. Will Ferrell's character, 
Buddy, arrived in the North Pole as a 
baby after he crawled one Christmas 
Eve into Santa’s bag at the orphanage 
his mother sent him to before she 
died. Buddy is raised by Papa Elf 
(Bob Newhart) in Santa’s syrupy- 
sweet workshop; since he doesn't 
have the elfin magic to cut it as a toy 
maker, however, he decides, at age 
30, to head to New York to find his 
dad (James Caan). But Buddy is, like 
Ferrell's best characters, an innocent 
overgrown child, whereas, his dad, a 
Scrooge-ish children’s-book exec, is 
on the Naughty List! Like all great 
holiday movies, Elf is a blend of 
humor and sweetness: when Buddy 
takes love interest Jovie (Zooey De- 
schanel) on a date to a crummy diner 
because he believes the place’s 
“world’s best coffee” sign, you laugh 
and — don't try to deny it — get the 
warm-and-fuzzies. (97m) Arlington 
Capitol. 
* x *xEND OF THE CENTURY: THE 
STORY OF THE RAMONES 
(2004). Directors Michael Gramaglia 
and Jim Fields here detail how the Ra- 
mones came up from the streets of 
Queens as glue sniffers, rejects, and 
petty thugs who somehow formed a 
band who influenced virtually every 
aspect of popular music. There’s great 
performance footage of the Ramones 
from their 1974 beginnings on stage 
at CBGB to their final 1996 tour. 
There’s also early film of the New York 
Dolls in their drag-show heyday and 
Iggy Pop smearing peanut butter on 
his chest. But what really makes this 
film (which could benefit from about 
15 minutes less of its parade of talk- 
ing heads) are the insights into the 
Ramones’ personal lives: singer Joey’s 
obsessive-compulsiveness and love of 
romantic melodies from the ’50s and 

Continued on page 12 
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**%*1/2 KITCHEN STORIES (MGM). Norwegian director Bent Hamer pays a cockeyed homage to Ingmar 
Bergman’s Persona when the opening of his slow-starting but ultimately delightful and moving film goes off its sprock- 
ets and burns. What you're seeing is, in fact, an industrial short about the Swedish Home Research Institute, a 1950s 
organization striving to streamline the Scandinavian dream home by testing wacky new products and observing the 
ergonomics of typical households. The institute’s latest project is to study the homemaking behavior of single males in 
frozen rural Norway, and Folke (Tomas Norstr6m) is one of several researchers posted in a high chair in a bewildered 
subject’s kitchen. His “host,” Isak (Joachim Calmeyer), regrets volunteering for the study (he had been promised a 
horse; he didn’t know it would be a tiny, carved wooden one) especially since Folke, according to the rules of “posi- 
tivistic” research, must remain absolutely silent and uninvolved while taking notes and drawing diagrams of Isak 
drinking coffee and staring into space. It’s kind of a variation on the relationship between Liv Ullmann’s mute patient 
and Bibi Andersson’s attending nurse in Bergman’s film as the artificial distance between the two men breaks down 
and they recognize that they are only two lonely souls in the middle of a frozen wilderness. Into this bleak prospect, 
however, Hamer injects an absurdist, deadpan absurdity reminiscent of Aki Kaurismaki that makes even the film’s 
lapses into sentimentality seem bracing and true. In Swedish and Norwegian with English subtitles. (92m) 



















* ** COLLATERAL (DreamWorks). Michael Mann’s flair for the extraneous that elevates what might have been 
a standard and contrived crime thriller into an exciting and artful homage to the genre. And why can’t Tom Cruise al- 
ways play a scumbag? As Vincent, the hired killer who pops into the cab driven by Max (Jamie Foxx) one LA night, 
he’s nihilistic, lethal, and ruefully charming. And is that a trace of vulnerability beneath his gray suit and brush cut? 
So maybe he’s looking for a connection as well as transportation when he presses, at gunpoint, Max (Foxx is terrific 
too) into service as his chauffeur as he moves from target to target to a conclusion predestined from the cabby’s first 
fare. The route may be familiar (and allusions to Taxi Driver and Rear Window don't help) and nerve-rattling, but the 
sights and the people along the way make the trip worthwhile. LA from dawn to dusk fills the cab’s shattered wind- 
shield, and like Max and Vincent when they spot a couple of coyotes crossing the highway, sometimes you just have 













to stop and look. (119m) 







*** THE DOOR IN THE FLOOR (Universal). Writer/director Tod Williams chops off two-thirds of John Irving's 
A Widow for One Year’s 500-plus pages and its fugally intertwining sprawl of a narrative, limiting himself to the self- 
contained first section. And as Ted Cole (Jeff Bridges), a boozy, womanizing children’s-book author, advises his sum- 
mer intern Eddie (Jon Foster), he sticks to the “specific details.” Ted and his wife, Marion (Kim Basinger), lost their 
two teenage boys in a car wreck some years before. Marion has sunk into perpetual despair; Ted, who was already an 
asshole, remains one, drinking and creatively humiliating the rich, bored housewives (poor Mimi Rogers, the victim of 
Irving’s unaccountable fit of misogyny) who are his neighbors. He’s a good father to their moppet daughter, Ruth 

(Elle Fanning, the Russian doll inside her sister Dakota), who was conceived to fill the void left by their sons. For Mar- 
ion, though, Ruth is a memento mori. As is Eddie, but he’s also something more. This makes for one hot summer in 
the Hamptons, and Williams, whose only previous film was 1998’s odd, rough-hewn The Adventures of Sebastian Cole, 
knows enough to let the actors, like the details, speak for themselves. Bridges equals his performance in Fearless as a 
person who’s attractive and sympathetic but unthinkably twisted. Basinger at once conveys unapproachable tragedy 
and irresistible sensuality. No special effects, computer-generated or stylistic, compete with the simple truths of their 

















gazes and their silences. (111m) 







*** I, ROBOT (Fox). Technology doesn’t threaten mankind in IJ, Robot, but oligarchy and avarice do. The plot 
trappings and the voice-activated futurescape conjure Robocop and Minority Report and likewise feature an imperiled 
hero who goes from being an insider to becoming a fugitive who knows too much. Del Spooner (Will Smith) is a 
technophobe cop in the year 2035 where everyone has a C-3P0-like robo-servant. He has a deep mistrust of the wind- 
up beings (to a point where he’s accused of profiling “their kind”), but thanks to Isaac Asimov's three laws of robotics 
(the movie is loosely based on the sci-fi author’s book of the same title), robots are hardwired not to harm humans. 
No robot has ever committed a crime. That is, until there’s a homicide and the only possible suspect is a droid. Smith 
is his likable self, but more appealing is the rendering of the sleek skeletal ‘bots with their translucent skin and eerily 
human eyes. Director Alex Proyas (The Crow and Dark City) hones another foreboding future world, Bridget Moyna- 
han (squeeze of Pats QB Tom Brady) tags along as a robo-psychologist who feels less than her subjects, and Alan 
Tudyk (Steve the Pirate in DodgeBall) gives the performance (movement and voice) of the film as Sonny, the ’bot 
under suspicion. (114m) 

















** 1/2 THIS SO-CALLED DISASTER (MGM). The eponymous catastrophe of This So-Called Disaster, Michael 
Almereyda’s documentary about Sam Shepard’s world-premiere staging of his play The Late Henry Moss, is neither the 
play nor the production — the latter a 2000 San Francisco must-see that starred Sean Penn, Nick Nolte, Woody Har- 
relson, and Cheech Marin, with T-Bone Burnett on guitar. The title is taken from a letter written by the playwright’s 
alcoholic father assuring him that the calamity of his parents’ marriage, their violent home life, had nothing to do 
with him. Had the younger Shepard accepted that expiation, we'd be looking at a lesser body of work. Almereyda’s 
film zigzags among three weeks of gritty rehearsal (with an explosive Nolte typically wearing pajama pants), inter- 
views with the collaborators, and glimpses of the play, in which two volatile siblings grapple in the shadow of their fa- 
ther’s corpse. It’s always interesting to see art flounder into being and to watch movie stars with a real bone to chew. 
And there are some funny bits that are also revelatory, as when Shepard, rousing himself to articulation, explains 
Brechtian acting to Harrelson. But This So-Called Disaster is most valuable for the glimpse it provides of an unusually 
candid Shepard. For once, the snaggle-toothed cowboy playwright turned movie star cops to the close connections be- 
tween his work and an early life lived wedged between American myth and hardscrabble family and dominated by a 
ferocious, broken-down dad — like Henry Moss dead and alive at the same time. (89m) 






















** THE PRINCESS DIARIES 2: ROYAL ENGAGEMENT (Buena Vista). In the first Princess Diaries, Mia Ther- 
mopolis, played by the sweetly sassy Anne Hathaway, learned that she was princess of the fictitious Genovia. The se- 
quel, also directed by Garry Marshall, takes place five years later, with Mia a college graduate preparing to assume the 
throne. Because of an old, obscure law, she must get married before she can become queen, so she and her grand- 
mother, Queen Clarisse (Julie Andrews, who in one painfully awkward scene is forced to sing a duet with Raven, a 
former Cosby kid), set about finding a suitable match. Rival to the throne is the cute but obnoxious Nicholas Dev- 
ereaux (Chris Pine), who can’t decide whether he wants to woo Mia or just annoy her back to the US. Filled with lots 
of girl-power posturing, especially for a movie that doesn’t see a problem with arranged marriages, Princess Diaries 2 
lacks the spunk of the original. Mia ascends to the throne pretty early on, so there isn’t much riding on her marriage 
crisis, and though Hathaway is as sweet as ever, post-makeover Mia isn’t all that sassy. Unlike the subplot about the 
romance between Clarisse and her head of security (Hector Elizondo). Now that’s a movie we'd like to see. (120m) 
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** WE DON’T LIVE HERE ANYMORE (Warner). In this loose adaptation of two Andre Dubus short stories, 411 Washington St. Boston, MA —s WEST: 

four repugnant souls wallow in the depravity of their miserable marriages like pigs in shit. Jack (Mark Ruffalo) and NORTH SHORE: 425 Great Rd., Acton, MA 

Hank (Six Feet Under’s Peter Krause) are literature instructors at a low-end college somewhere in rustic New England. Beverly Plaza, Beverly, MA 60 Worchester Rd., Framingham, MA 
Hank is the more prolific, getting published in the New Yorker; meanwhile, the two men take turns screwing each 45 Drum Hill Rd., Chelmsford, MA 120 Franklin Village Dr., Franklin, MA 
other’s wives. It’s a hateful existence that, fueled by alcohol, spirals into chaos, and as usual, it’s the children who pay Rt. 114 Plaza, Lawrence, MA Sudbury Crossing Shp. Ctr, Sudbury, MA 










the price. Todd Field made a fine film, In the Bedroom, from Dubus’s story “Killings,” but here director John Curran 
and writer Larry Gross don't seem to care where their characters have been or where they’re going. Which is too bad, 
because the performers are up for the challenge, especially the women: Laura Dern as Jack’s fraught, desperate wife 
and a doe-ish Naomi Watts, whose sensuality seems to take on celestial qualities. (101m) 
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60s; bassist Dee Dee’s utter honesty 
as he talks about the drug habit that 


would eventually take his life in a 
2002 overdose, just three months 
after the Ramones’ induction into the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and short 


ly after this film was shot. Gramaglia 
and Fields recount the band’s internal 
struggles, including the rift between 
guitarist Johnny and Joey when John- 
ny stole, and ultimately married, 
Joey’s girlfriend. They hadn't made 
peace when Joey died of cancer in 
2001. That’s not much of a surprise, 
since Johnny (now suffering from 
cancer himself) comes off in inter- 


scratcher opens with the ultimate un- 
reliable voiceover narrator as Joel 
(Jim Carrey) reflects on why he had a 
sudden impulse while on the way to 
work to race over (Carrey’s manic 
sprint here is the only time he breaks 
into physical comedy in a masterfully 
repressed performance) to the next 
track to jump on a departing train to 
Montauk. There he walks the snow- 


| blinded beach and spots another 


wanderer, Clementine (Kate Winslet, 
both irresistible and insufferable in 
her best performance), hunched in an 
orange-hooded sweatshirt. It looks 


| like the beginning of a bruising, 


views and testimony from former | 
| other and will never get along. Or is 


managers and friends as somewhat 
stiff and unlikable. (108m) Friday and 
Saturday at the Brattle. 

**x*x*xETERNAL SUNSHINE OF 
THE SPOTLESS MIND (2004). 
Written by Charlie Kaufman and di- 
rected by Michel Gondry, this head- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


doomed relationship between two 
misfits who desperately need each 


it the end? Later, Joel meets another 
stranger (Elijah Wood), an employee 
of Lacuna, a service that erases the 
memories of ex-flames from their es- 


tranged lovers. Where and when and 


with whom Lacuna steps in with Joel 


PREMIER 


KKK * 


ONE OF THE YEAR’S 
10 BEST FILMS!” 


Glenn Kenny 


Che New York Times 
“BILL MURRAY'S PERFORMANCE 
IS A TRIUMPH!” 


~A.O. Scott 


ON 
“BILL MURRAY& 
OWEN WILSON ARE 
A HILARIOUS COMIC 


LIFE AQUATIC 


with STEVE ZISSOU 


Gat Owen Cate o — Wier od Michest Bud 
MURRAY WILSON BLANCHETT DAFOE GOLDBLUM GAMBON CORT 
TOUCHSTONE PICTURES eraser 2 ARICA BAEINON, PICTURE a tim by Was ANDERSON 


“THE UFE AQUATIC WITH STEVE 





ZISSOU" BIE MURRAY Owen 
HUSTON roars eres Jeff GOLDBLUM 
SIMMONS ““tWes ANDERSON Barry MENDEL Scott RUDIN 


Cate SLANCHETT 
Michael GAMBON Bud CORT 


“sc Wes ANDERSON & Noah BAUMBACH ae aoe, GE tis 

































Bieequstccom 


STARTS SATURDAY, 


Loews SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
DANVERS DEDH 
LIBERTY TREE 


MALL RTE. | & 128 EXIT TSA 
1-800-FANDANGO #734 781-326-4955 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
WOBURN 
RTE. 128 EXIT 35 & RIE. 38 
781-933-5330 
LANDMARKS 
KENDALL $Q. 
OWE KBNAL $0, CalbiiDct 
617-499-1996 


781-963-5600 


CHESTNUT HILL 


£. 9 AT HAMMOND S 
a7 277-2500 


BOSTON COMMON 
CHRISTMAS DAY! icon 


1-800. FANDANGO #730 


Am 

BRAINTREE 10 
OFF FORBES RD, MIE. 37 4 128 
781-848-1070 


anac 
FRAMINGHAM 16 
FRLUTIE PASS AT SHOPPERS 0885 
508-628-4460 


SSY 
16 PUNE SI, WALTHAM 
781-893-2500 


Pictures 


SN EAN ET WBE, BI a8 TREN TI 





FENWAY THEATRE 
201 BROOKLINE AVE 
617-424-6266 


781-286-1660 


Aba 
BURLINGTON 10 
RTE. 128 — EXIT 328 
781-229-9200 


Sorry, No Passes 


1 on ne DSaway Weis 


and Clementine is a minor part of 
Sunshine’s mystery. Like the work of 
Philip K. Dick (comparisons between 
Sunshine and the hapless Dick adap- 
tation Paycheck are instructive), the 
film taps into the suspicion that the 
world is a figment manipulated by 
evil and ubiquitous powers. As the 
lumpen Lacuna technicians, distract- 
ed by their own hills of beans, by 
munchies, beer, and marijuana, or 
motivated by their own lonely and 
unethical agendas, pursue a targeted 
memory that does not want to die 
through a labyrinth of neurons, the 
images and transitions become disori- 
enting, hilarious, and terrifying. More 
important, the filmmakers don’t just 
create a puzzle that begs to be solved, 
they also compose a metaphysical 
poem that delights in the evanes- 
cence of experience and mourns it, a 
poem that ponders the solitude of the 
individual and finds it pitiable and 
immense. (110m) Arlington Capitol. 


| and his dogged 


F 
**1/2 FINDING NEVERLAND 
(2004). J.M. Barrie, author most no- 
tably of Peter Pan, decided to take his 
brother’s place when David Barrie 
died in a skating accident at age 13. 
To please his mother, he wore David’s 
clothes and spoke like him, and he 


| never developed into adolescence. 


Marc Foster’s film refers to none of 
this; neither does it suggest that 
3Barrie’s preoccupation with children 
“innocence” were 


| anything less than wholesome. Some 





| viewers are going to wonder why 


strapping Johnny Depp as Barrie is 
abandoned without explanation by 
his wife, and why he then hangs 
around the park, hits on the underage 
Llewelyn Davies kids, worms his way 
into the graces of their mom (Kate 
Winslet), and develops their cloyingly 
rendered pirate fantasies into the 
1911 hit that saves his theatrical ca- 
reer. Winslet does not bare her breast 
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(a first) leaving the eternally young 
Julie Christie to heat up the screen as 
her disapproving mother. The play is 
still magical: when Peter begs the au 
dience to clap if they believe, many in 
the movie audience will. (101m) 
Boston Common, Fenway, Harvard 
Square, Circle (tentative), suburbs. 
* x FITZCARRALDO (1982). Klaus 
Kinski’s title character is a penniless 
Irishman who concocts a plan to 
build an opera house in a Peruvian 
jungle town — a notion that requires 
him to haul a huge steamship over a 
mountaintop. Werner Herzog’s movie 
is stunning to look at but tedious, 
perhaps because Fitzcarraldo seems 
| less an obsessed madman (like Her- 
zog’s Aguirre) than a good-natured 
| clown. With Claudia Cardinale. In 
| English and German with English 
| with subtitles. (158m) Monday at the 
| Boston Public Library. 
| FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX 
| (2004). John Moore’s remake of the 
1965 Robert Aldrich film that starred 
James Stewart, Richard Attenbor- 
ough, Peter Finch, and Ernest Borg- 
nine moves the fateful plane crash 
from the Sahara to the Mongolian 
Desert; the survivors this time out in- 
clude Dennis Quaid, Tyrese, Giovanni 
Ribisi, and Miranda Otto (113m) 
Boston Common, Fenway, Fresh Pond, 
Chestnut Hill (tentative), suburbs. 
**x*xFRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS 
(2004). Billy Bob Thornton, he of 
the weird phobias and weirder rela- 
tionships, delivers an understated 
performance as the coach of a high- 
school football team in the kind of 
rural Texas town where the coach has 
a bigger salary than the school princi- 
pal and talk shows devote entire 
hours to the state of the season. 
Everyone loves the team when it’s 
winning; when it loses, everyone 
complains that the school is too con- 
cerned with “book learning.” The 
town’s happiness rests on the team’s 
shoulders, and sure enough, it gets to 
the state championship for the cli- 
mactic showdown against a bigger, 
badder outfit. Thornton anchors a 
large cast of young actors including 
Derek Luke as the star running back 
and Lucas Black as the quarterback. 
Friday Night Lights is based on a true 
story, and director Peter Berg (Very 
Bad Things) uses handheld cameras 
and jerky jump cuts to give the film a 
documentary feel. You don’t learn as 
much about the boys as you might 
like, but the football sequences have 
an immediacy that works. (105m) Ar- 
lington Capitol, suburbs. 


G 
* *xGARDEN STATE (2004). First- 
time feature director Zach Braff’s sar- 
donic melodrama follows the odyssey 
of a young man returning home to 
smal]-town New Jersey to bury his 
mother after a nine-year absence. At 
first, Andrew Largeman (played by 
Braff, who resembles a young John 
Travolta) seems a zombie, unmoved 
at the funeral and distant from his fa- 
ther (an underused Ian Holm). It 
turns out he’s been on a steady diet of 
Lithium since the age of nine. In LA, 
his acting career has produced one 
notable role, that of a mentally dis- 
abled quarterback in a made-for-TV 
movie; it’s enough to win the respect 
of his former classmates back home 


(a bright-eyed Natalie Portman) with 
whom he creates a romantic spark. 
But it’s Andrew’s reunion with Mark 
(Peter Sarsgaard, who was so good in 
Breaking Glass), his childhood buddy, 
that provides the key to his redemp- 
tion. Now a gravedigger, Mark es- 
corts his old friend into the seamy 
depths of the New Jersey night. Braff 
(TV’s Scrubs) demonstrates a weird 
visual flair, but his smug script col- 
lapses into contrivance before An- 
drew touches bottom. (109m) 
Somerville Theatre, suburbs. 

*k*x*xxIL GATTOPARDO/THE 
LEOPARD (1963). Luchino Viscon- 
tis adaptation of Giuseppe Tomasi di 
Lampedusa’s novel about a Sicilian 
patriarch who faces down the 
Garibaldi revolution wouldn't look 
out of place on anyone’s all-time list 
of 10 greatest films. Visconti’s grasp 
of detail is so precise, he doesn’t even 
seem to be doing very much. He’s 
abetted by great acting: Alain Delon 
as Don Fabrizio’s goodhearted, oppor- 
tunistic nephew; Claudia Cardinale as 
the woman Delon marries, an earth 
goddess who can laugh at a tasteless 
joke one minute and mazurka 


and the attentions of a troubled waif | 


magnificently the next. And most of 
all by Burt Lancaster as Don Fabrizio 
himself. Since an Italian actor dubs 
his lines, Lancaster has to do every- 
thing with his face and body. He's 
sensational, an embodiment of Hem- 
ingway’s definition of courage, and a 
superb argument for Hollywood 
stars. The result is the shortest and 
most pleasurable 185-minute film 
you'll ever see. Wednesday and Thurs- 
day at the Brattle. 

**xGHOSTS OF THE ABYSS 


| (2003). Near, far, or wherever he 


may be, James Cameron is always 


| close to Titanic. Cameron looks to his 


Oscar-winning epic for his first big- 
screen release since 1997, a 3-D 
IMAX documentary that explores 
never-before-seen wreckage of Titanic 
(the ship, not Kate Winslet’s career), 
narrated by the film’s mock-docu- 
mentarian, Bill Paxton. Cameron, 
Paxton, and a group of scientists and 
historians went aboard a Russian re- 
search ship and took two submarines 
two miles under the ocean's surface 
to the explore the hulk. Two high- 
definition underwater remote-operat- 
ed video cameras were specially cre- 
ated for the film and maneuvered 
within the ship’s wreckage to reveal 
hidden treasures of the luxury liner, 
such as the undamaged stained-glass 
windows in the dining room and a 
glass and carafe intact upon a shelf in 
a cabin. Such details are haunting, 
unlike the phony “ghost” passengers 
and crew superimposed over the un- 
derwater images or Paxton’s blither- 
ing and self-important voiceover nar- 
ration. As for the 3-D element, it’s 
mostly a gimmick and distraction and 
is only briefly used. The underwater 
exploratory technology is the real 
deal here but is only cursorily ex- 
plained; it deserves a documentary of 
its own without Cameron's bells and 
whistles. (59m) New England Aquari- 
um. 

**1/2 GLOOMY SUNDAY: EIN 
LIED VON LIEBE UND TOD 
(1999). Rolf Schiibel’s film is in- 
spired by a 1930s American song that 
allegedly drove people to suicide. A 
few years back, Laszl6 (Joachim 
Krol), the Jewish owner of the 
Restaurant Szabé, saved the life of 
Hans (Ben Becker) after Hans had 
thrown himself into the Danube. 
Hans was heartbroken because Ilona 
(Erika Marozsan), the beautiful 
woman Laszl6 now shares with his pi- 
anist, Andras, had rejected him. Hans 
(Ben Becker) has returned to Bu- 
dapest resplendent in his SS uniform, 
but he proves less than grateful as the 
lovers’ fragile ménage contends with 
the Third Reich. In their favor, per- 
haps, is the title tune, which in this 
fanciful version of the actual story is 
composed by Andras. He was the 
Marilyn Manson of his day, for the 
song became a worldwide hit, inspir- 
ing, so the legend goes, countless sui- 
cides around the world. (Billie Holi- 
day’s version is like a beckoning re- 
volver at 4 a.m.) Schtibel’s film does- 
n't quite live up to the song, though 
its moments of near-farcical melodra- 
ma (the opening scene, for one) are 
tempered by a tone of sardonic irony 
and wistful weltschmerz. In German 
with English subtitles. (114m) West 
Newton. 


H 


| HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS 


(2004). Peter Keough’s review is on 
page 6. In Mandarin with English 
subtitles. (119m) Boston Common, 
Kendall Square, Embassy, suburbs. 

THE HUNTER AND THE HUNT- 
ED (2003). Peg Aloi’s review is on 


| page 7. In Japanese with English sub- 


titles. (110m) Saturday and Sunday 


| at the Museum of Fine Arts. 


I 
**x*xI Y HUCKABEES (2004). 


| David O. Russell’s film has the coinci- 


| of “existential detectives” 


| dence-haunted Albert Markovski 


(Jason Schwartzman) discovering in 
a borrowed jacket the business card 
Bernard 


| (Dustin Hoffman) and Vivian (Lily 


Tomlin) Jaffe, a kind of Nick and 


| Nora Charles for the new age, and 


signing on with the duo: Vivian will 
follow his every move and find the 
missing links in his external life, 


| whereupon Bernard will dissolve 


those external links altogether, re- 


| connecting Albert with the “blanket,” 


| the oneness underlying all phenome- 


na, including that of Albert’s illusory 
ego. He’s not their only client, of 
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course: nihilist fireman Tommy 
(Mark Wahlberg demonstrating what 
a skilled comic actor he is) has 
latched onto the dark side of the 
Jaffes’ Buddha Lite philosophy as 
pitched by Jaffe apostate Caterine 
Vauban (a gelid Isabelle Huppert) 
And in addition to Tommy and Al- 
bert, who might represent the id and 
the superego, there’s Brad Stand 
(Jude Law, doing a scintillating im- 
pression of an actor in a Howard 
Hawks screwball comedy), Albert’s 
nemesis, the rising, ruthless star of 
the all-consuming Huckabees corpo- 
ration, and the glib, shining embodi- 
ment of ego. Between that wasteland 
and the equally vapid void of second- 
hand satori pitched by the Jaffes and 
Caterine, Russell stakes out a turf of 
non-sequiturs, rapid-fire ephemera, 
and childlike delight in the sheer in- 
sanity of being. He doesn’t make a 
case for saving the world or, for that 
matter, giving it up altogether. Still, 
in typographical terms at least, he 
challenges audiences to grasp the 
meaning, and appreciate the comedy, 
of that elusive concept ¥. (107m) 
Copley Place, Harvard Square. 
**x*xTHE INCREDIBLES (2004). 
Pixar, the animation studio behind 
Toy Story and Finding Nemo, adds to 
its laurels and then some with this 
tale of a family of costumed 
crimefighters. Writer/director Brad 
Bird’s witty take on the domestic lives 
of superheroes is set in a cheery, post- 
modern society where frivolous litiga- 
tion (collateral damage and personal 
injury} against superheroes had be- 
come so rampant that the heroes — 
much like the mutants in X-Men — 
were legally required to suppress 
their superpowers and fit in with 
everybody else. As the film opens, it’s 
15 years later: Mr. Incredible (Craig 
T. Nelson), now plain old Bob Parr, 
has traded his six-pack for a beer gut 
and is pushing a pencil at an insur- 
ance company, and his wife, Elastigirl 
(Holly Hunter), now Helen Parr, has 
become a stay-at-home mom super- 
vising a rambunctious trio of super- 
charged children. Sick of the mun- 
dane malaise of suburbia, Bob puts 
on his Mr. Incredible tights and joins 
his former sidekick, Frozone (Samuel 
L. Jackson), in parlaying their bowl- 
ing night into an opportunity to re- 
vive their superhero escapades. One 
thing leads to another, and without 
telling Helen, Bob accepts an invita- 
tion to a remote island to battle a 
peevish megalomaniac (Jason Lee) 
and his omnipotent iiber-bot. Mr. In- 
credible proves not as incredible as he 
used to be, and an angry Helen and 
the kids have to bail him out. Sure, 
the world hangs in the balance, but 
it’s the adult-savvy everyday dynamic 
between Bob and Helen that saves 
the day. (115m) Boston Common, Fen- 
way, Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, Em- 
bassy, suburbs. 

*&**xxIT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE 
(1946). Frank Capra’s classic gets a 
little sentimental at the beginning 
(God talking from a spiral galaxy) 
and the end (angel Clarence getting 
his wings). But the film also shows us 
Capra — and American moviemaking 
— at its best. Not many directors 
would let their hero — Jimmy Stew- 
art, yet — behave as abominably as 
It’s a Wonderful Life does (Stewart’s 
George Bailey to Donna Reed’s Mary: 
“Why do we have to have all these 
kids?”). Capra is telling us that it can 
also be a pretty horrible life, and that 
the line between the two is razor- 
blade thin — the absence of one good 
guy can bring out the worst in an en- 
tire town. Yet it’s Stewart, all sponta- 
neous good will and unblinking faith, 
who makes what could have been just 
another treacly postwar morale 
builder into a cinematic statement 
that, in its naive decency and opti- 
mism, is uniquely American 
(b&w/129m) Friday through Tuesday 
at the Brattle 


K 
***1/2 KINSEY (2004). Bill 
Condon’s biography of the landmark 
investigator into male and female 
sexual behavior takes us back to a 
childhood and youth oppressed by ill- 
ness and by a father (John Lithgow as 
a delightful grotesque) determined to 
impose on him his own haughty, in- 
tolerant, fundamentalist image. Al- 
fred Kinsey (Liam Neeson) rebels, 
turning from religion and his father’s 
plans for him to become an engineer 
and taking up instead biology and 


atheism. Enlightened scientist though 
he is, however, he’s a virgin when he 
finally weds his wife, “Mac” (Laura 
Linney), and their catastrophic igno- 
rance leads to one of the film’s many 
“eureka!” moments: why not apply 
scientific method to the study of sex? 
A lot of lecturing goes on here, a ne- 
cessity mitigated by the sublime Nee- 
son, who can come off as both geek 
and lion in the same scene. And for a 
film about sex, Kinsey boasts some of 
the year’s least erotic scenes. Some- 
what joylessly in this movie, Kinsey 
practiced what he preached, and he 
insisted that his staff do likewise. 
Clyde Martin (Peter Sarsgaard) takes 
him at his word, seducing him in a 
seedy hotel after a day of querying 
homosexuals in Chicago. Mac, 
though sad, proves tolerant, especial 
ly when Clyde sleeps with her, too. As 
Kinsey loses it in his latter days, 
though, so does the movie, settling 
into a comfortable complacency. 
True, as he finally determines (and as 
the film has made clear all along by 
through its depiction of the enduring, 
resilient bond between Kinsey and 
Mac, as stirring and tender a depic- 
tion of a 35-year marriage as you'll 
see on the screen), love is a greater 
mystery than sex, if only because it 
can’t be measured. But showing 
gauzy second-unit footage of sequoia 
trees doesn't clarify matters, and nei- 
ther is a cut to a pair of innocent 
fawns any more edifying. Would that 
Condon had cut instead to the 
archival Kinsey Institute footage of 
coupling porcupines that follows the 
end credits. Their tentative, prickly, 
determined mating dance embodies 
the persistence of love in the human 
animal. (118m) Copley Place, Kendall 
Square, Coolidge Corner (Friday 
through Tuesday), West Newton, sub- 
urbs. 


L 
LAVOURA ARCAICA/TO THE 
LEFT OF THE FATHER (2002). 
Luiz Fernando Carvalho’s film follows 
a Lebanese family in the interior of 
Brazil as they face the usual emigrant 
problems. In Portuguese with English 
subtitles. (170m) Thursday at the Mu- 
seum of Fine Arts. 
LEMONY SNICKET’S A SERIES 
OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS 
(2004). Mattias Frey’s review is on 
page 7. (107m) Boston Common, Fen- 
way, Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs. 
UN LONG DIMANCHE DE FI- 
ANGAILLES/A VERY LONG EN- 
GAGEMENT (2004). Peter 
Keough’s review is on page 7. In 
French with English subtitles. (133m) 
Harvard Square, Embassy (opens 
Wednesday). 


M 
LA MALA EDUCACION/BAD ED- 
UCATION (2004). See “Film Cul- 
ture,” on page 6. In Spanish with 
English subtitles. (109m) Opens 
Wednesday at the Kendall Square and 
the Coolidge Corner. 
MAR ADENTRO/THE SEA IN- 
SIDE (2004). Peter Keough’s review 
is on page 7. In Spanish with English 
subtitles. (125m) Kendall Square. 
MEN SUDDENLY IN BLACK 
(2003). Edmond Ho-Cheung Pang’s 
Hong Kong film is a different kind of 
actioner, as four men, including 
Sammo Hung, find themselves at lib- 
erty when their wives and girlfriends 
make a brief trip to Bangkok. Can the 
guys find substitutes? Without getting 
caught? In Cantonese with English 
subtitles. (98m) Wednesday at the 
Museum of Fine Arts. 
“MONDO PUNKO.” This collection 
culled “from years of obsessive late- 
night music and video collecting” 
promises a “festival of the weird, 
wild, wonderful and the woolly of 
punk and alternative performances,” 
with “some of the Cramps’ infamous 
insane-asylum concert,” “some in- 
comprehensible MTV appearances,” 
and lots of surprises. Weekend mid- 
nights at the Brattle 


N 
* x NATIONAL TREASURE 
(2004). The unlikely twosome of 
Disney and Jerry Bruckheimer get 
into bed for this Da Vinci Code-esque 
thriller (it’s even steeped in the lore 
of the Templar Knights) that employs 
icons of American heritage (the Dec- 
laration of Independence and the Lib- 
erty Bell) as scavenger-hunt clues in 
the quest for the ultimate trove. Few 
surprises, though, await history 






scholar Benjamin Franklin Gates 
(Nicolas Cage) and rival Ian Howe 
(Sean Bean) as they dash from DC to 
Philadelphia and New York to secure 
the booty. The heist of the Declara- 
tion offers the one enthralling mo- 
ment, and the chemistry between 
Cage and Diane Kruger (Helen of 
Troy) as a National Archives Nazi 
adds some sass. Harvey Keitel and 
Jon Voight are pleasing but largely 
wasted as the cantankerous FBI agent 
on the case and Ben's father. Bean 
charms as the devious baddie, and 
Justin Bartha, who was the only re- 
deeming aspect in Gigli, serves up the 
punch lines as Ben’s nebbish sidekick. 
Director Jon Turteltaub however, lim- 
its himseff to the Bruckheimer for- 
mat: lots of trumped-up flash cutting, 
improbable dances with death, and a 
series of thunderous explosions. Now 
you know what to expect when Dan 
Brown's novel hits the big screen 
(100m) Boston Common, Fenway, 
Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, Embassy 
(Friday through Tuesday), suburbs 


0 
**x *xOCEAN’S TWELVE (2004). 
What could be more postmodern than 
a film that’s a sequel to a remake of a 
film that originally was a parody of a 
real-life celebrity clique from the 
60s? Instead of pretending to be an 
art film, however, Steven Soder- 
bergh’s Ocean’s Twelve pretends to be 
a caper flick — and we're all in on the 


joke! That might be Twelve’s chief, 


and cheapest, thrill: the illusion that 
we're all in this big party with George 
Clooney and Julia Roberts and Matt 
Damon and Brad Pitt. It’s why the se- 
quel is a more satisfying entertain- 
ment than Ocean’s Eleven, despite a 
narrative that is defiantly nonsensi- 
cal. Or maybe because of that. The 


story picks up three years after Danny 
Ocean (Clooney) and his gang have 
ripped off the casinos of Las Vegas 
moneyman Terry Benedict (Andy 
Garcia). Benedict tracks each mem 
ber down and gives everybody two 
weeks to pay back the stolen $160 
million plus interest. So the erstwhile, 
wealthy retirees must set off on that 
legendary one last heist, or rather 
three of them. The cast is uniformly 
flawless — which is not hard when 
you're playing a variation of yourself 
Catherine Zeta-Jones, on the other 
hand, is the top cop tracking down 
the 12, so she has to act, and in its 
balance of earnestness and irony, this 
one of her best performances. Despite 
the matryoshka-doll plot twists that 
render the narrative both microscopic 
and meaningless, the only real ten- 
sion in the film concerns whether her 
character will be in or out. It’s cool to 
be in, but as the film’s only genuinely 
emotional moment proves (proving 
also that Albert Finney has one of the 
greatest faces in the movies), it’s real 
to be out. (130m) Boston Common, 
Fenway, Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs. 

*x*x*xON THE WATERFRONT 
(1954). Written by Budd Schulberg 
and directed by Elia Kazan, this is the 
quintessential “social conscience” film 
of its era, though many read the film 
as the defense by Schulberg and 
Kazan of their heinous testimony be 
fore HUAC. The issue is the corrup 
tion of labor — or, in more personal 
terms, how the hero, dock worker 
Terry Molloy (Marlon Brando), deals 
with the conflict between his desire 
for security (in the form of protec- 
tion, anonymity, and the approval of 
the crooked union boss, played by 
Lee J. Cobb) and the impulse to come 
clean and lead the decent, honest life 
held out to him by Edie (Eva Marie 
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Saint). Brando’s performance has 
been so widely imitated and parodied 
that it’s a shock to rediscover how 
tight and economical it actually is 
Saint plays almost every one of her 
scenes with Brando, and she holds 
her own, beautifully; Cobb’s terrific 
too, and so is Rod Steiger as Terry’s 
brother, the union lawyer on the take 
Boris Kaufman did the fine photogra 
phy; the classic score is by Leonard 
Bernstein. (b&w/108m) Kendall 
Square 


P 
PAPER CLIPS (2004). Peg Aloi’s re 
view is on page 7. (82m) Coolidge 
Corner, West Newton 
**x*xTHE POLAR EXPRESS 
(2004). The theme of Robert Ze- 
meckis’s touching Christmas tale, like 
that of this year’s Red Sox season, is 
3elieve,” though you might not be 
lieve the groundbreaking animation 
that hits you like childhood wonder 
ment on Christmas morning. Zemeck 
is (Forrest Gump and Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit) engaged a team of 500 
FX specialists (with a $165 million 
budget) to blend live-action render 
ings (like Gollum in The Lord of the 
Rings) and snowy, CGI backdrops that 
look like something out of the Pixar 
factory. Based on Chris Van Allsburg’s 
best-selling book, this “night before” 
fable finds a group of diverse youths 
who doubt the existence of Santa 
Claus getting magically loaded onto 
the title train, which is bound for the 
North Pole. Tom Hanks (in movement 
and voice) plays five roles including 
Santa Claus, the train conductor, a 
gruff hobo, and Hero Boy. (The char- 
acters have names like Know It All 
Boy, Elf General, and so on.) Hero 
Boy’s misadventures propel the film, 
filling it with genuine tenderness. In 









the end, the computer wizardry palls, 
but the story’s heart chugs on tri- 
umphantly. (90m) Copley Place, Fen- 
way, Fresh Pond, Circle (tentative), 
suburbs 


R 

* *xRAY (2004). What’s good about 
director Taylor Hackford’s bio-pic of 
the ascent of Ray Charles is Jamie 
Foxx’s characterization of the soul- 
music giant. The early Oscar buzz is 
hyperbole, but Foxx does have 
Charles’s blindisms, bandstand 
panache, and modulated patter 
down. And his slyness. Foxx’s Charles 
plays women as smoothly as he does 
the piano until, inevitably, his callous- 
ness brings things down. At that, 
Foxx and Hackford seem to be taking 
it easy on the real Charles, a very 
prickly character, even though they 
detail his decades as a junkie and his 
betrayals of his wife, his family, and 
his lovers. In this film, as it appeared 
to be the case in his life, the only 
thing Charles values more than his 
own ego is his music. What’s bad 
about Ray is Hackford’s made-for-TV- 
movie approach. The story rattles 
along in clumsy vignettes, flashbacks 
and short cuts. Clichés abound; far 
worse is Hackford’s overstatement of 
Atlantic Records’ president Ahmet 
Ertegun’s contribution to Charles's 
initial discovery of his own style 
Kerry Washington charms as Della 
Bea Robinson, Charles’s long-suffer 
ing second wife. But Regina King as 
Margie Hendricks, who stands in for 
the string of back-up-singing 
Raylettes that Charles bedded over 
the years, seems especially con- 
strained by the film’s simplicity 
(152m) Copley Place, Fresh Pond, West 
Newton, suburbs 





Continued on page 14 
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Continued from page 13 

**THE ROCKY HORROR PIC- 
TURE SHOW (1976). This horror- 
camp extravaganza still draws mid 
night crowds. Its story of two dorky, 
all-American kids (Barry Bostwick 
and Susan Sarandon) who find them 
selves indoctrinated into the pansex 
ual ways of Dr. Frank-N-Furter is no 
more outrageous than La Cage aux 
Folles, but only a curmudgeon would 
deny the magnetism of Tim Curry 
whose lip-smacking rendition of 
‘Sweet Transvestite” remains one of 
the high points in all of cult movies 
Jim Sharman directs. (100m) Satur 
day midnight at the Harvard Square 


S 
*xx*x*xSHADOW OF A DOUBT 
(1943). Thornton Wilder wrote the 
first of Alfred Hitchcock’s three great 
psycho-killer movies; Strangers on a 
Train and Psycho followed, one each 
decade. Joseph Cotten and Teresa 
Wright play the two Charleys, uncle 
and niece, who have an almost tele- 
pathic connection; her sheltered 
small-town California world starts to 
shatter when she begins to suspect 
he’s a hunted serial murderer. This in- 
genious thriller turns on moments 
when something ordinary and benign 
suddenly becomes frightening — like 
the Merry Widow Waltz, the killer’s 
theme song. With MacDonald Carey 
as the FBI man, Patricia Collinge, 
Hume Cronyn, and Henry Travers 
(b&w/108m) Tuesday at the Boston 
Public Library. 

**xSHALL WE DANCE? (2004). 
In Peter Chelsom’s remake of Masayu- 
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comedy, Richard Gere plays an upper- 
middle-class lawyer who's bored with 
his life — the beautiful house, the 
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don), the two charming kids. He 
spots Jennifer Lopez, a ballroom 
dancer trying to get over professional 
and personal disappointment, in a 
window every night as his train pass 
es her dance studio. One evening, on 
impulse, he checks it out and winds 
up signing on for a beginning ball- 
room-dance class. The other students 
are a disappointing collection of 
clichés: the overweight guy who 
sweats a lot, the homophobic creep 
the obnoxious girl who can’t get a 
partner. Only Stanley Tucci, as a 
straight guy who loves ballroom 
dance but is afraid to tell anyone, 
feels like a fully formed, if ridiculous, 
character. Gere plays middle-class 
malaise well — he carries himself 
with a worn, tired dignity that seems 
out of place in this otherwise obvious 
film. Lopez, for her part, substitutes 
standing up straight and looking seri- 
ous for acting; only in her dancing 
scenes, which conjure her music 
videos, does she come alive. Shall We 
Dance? gives us characters whose 
lives are transformed by the beauty 
and joy of dancing without ever 
showing us how. (106m) West New- 
ton, Arlington Capitol, suburbs 

**1/2 SHARK TALE (2004). Say 
this for Shark Tale: its visuals are 
amazing. Led by Shrek co-director 
Vicky Jenson, the filmmakers have 
done a splendid job creating a vibrant 
underwater city — it’s like Times 
Square with barnacles — that’s swim- 
ming with life. The fish are fantastic 
shimmering, iridescent creatures who 
represent a leap beyond what the 
computer animators of Finding Nemo 
were able to accomplish just a year 
and a half before. Shark Tale moves at 
a lively clip, thanks to the fast-talking 
patter of its voice actors (especially 
Will Smith and Martin Scorsese) and 
a primarily hip-hop/R&B soundtrack 
that’s probably a first for an animated 
feature. Kids will laugh a lot and 
make the film a big hit. But as they 
say on Broadway, no one ever left the 
theater humming the scenery. In the 
narrative and characterization de- 
partments, Shark Tale flounders. 
Oscar (Smith) is a little fish who’s all 
talk, but when a shark (one of the 
mobsters who menace the reef city) 
turns up dead, Oscar takes credit and 
rides a wave of publicity to fame and 
fortune. As in the Shrek movies, 
there’s satirical potential here, say, to 
comment on a celebrity culture that 
elevates people who have no real tal- 
ents or achievements, but Shark Tale 
expends all its wit on throw-away 
pop-culture in-jokes and minority 
stereotypes. Some Italian-American 
groups have complained about the 
depiction of the shark mobsters (by 
such Mafia-tale regulars as Robert De 
Niro, Michael Imperioli, and Vincent 
Pastore), but the film is an equal-op- 
portunity offender, with its apparent- 
ly African-American characters (all 
hip-hoppers from the ‘hood), Ja- 
maicans (two Rasta jellyfish), and 


one deeply closeted shark named 


Lenny (he’s a vegetarian, but as 


drawn here and as voiced in a high- 


pitched whine by Jack Black, he’s also 
one swishy fish). This sort of thing 
may float above kids’ heads, but it 
shows the movie to be lacking the 
one thing that Shrek and the Pixar 
films like Nemo have had oceans of: 
heart. (100m) West Newton, Arlington 
Capitol, suburbs. 

***1/2 SIDEWAYS (2004). 
Writer/director Alexander Payne’s lat- 
est is an alternately rollicking and 
mournful road comedy about the ter- 
rors of settling into middle age. Jack 
(Thomas Haden Church) is about to 


get married, so his pal since college, 


Miles (Paul Giamatti) devises a week- 
long vacation in Southern California 
wine country as a male-bonding ritu- 


al centered on golf, good food, and 


Miles’s hobby, wine tasting. But Jack 
has other ideas: he wants to enjoy his 
last vestiges of sexual freedom, and 
he hopes that Miles, who has sunk 
into a miserable reclusiveness since 
his own marriage broke up, can get 
laid too and loosen up a little. Church 
(Lowell Mather on the TV series 
Wings) is hilarious; he gets the one 
two punch of Jack’s puerile sensuality 
and his hang-dog air of abashment 
whenever he’s chastised. The movie is 
wise enough to match him up with 
Payne’s wife, the raucous Korean 
Canadian actress Sandra Oh, as 
Stephanie, whom the men run into 
pouring at a winery a good-time 
gal with a vulnerable heart. But Miles 


is the protagonist, and Virginia Mad- 
sen’s Maya is the warm-blooded wait 
ress who tempts him out of his emo- 
tional hibernation. Their scenes to- 
gether are superb, even the big one 
Payne and Taylor can’t resist over- 
writing, where these two aficionados 
couch their sexual desires and trepi- 
dations in a discussion of wine. Side- 
ways winds up on a tentative, hopeful 
note as Miles puts his heart on the 
line one more time. About Schmidt 
may have catapulted Payne into the 
ranks of major Hollywood directors 
but this is the movie that earns him 
his place among them. (123m) 
Boston Common, Kendall Square, 
Coolidge Corner, Embassy, suburbs. 

*SKY CAPTAIN AND THE 
WORLD OF TOMORROW 
(2004). Noteworthy for its created- 
on-computer evocation of 1939 New 
York, Kerry Conran’s debut feature is 
an eye-popping bore. A triumph of 
Art Deco production design and all- 
too-studied homage, Sky Captain 
teems with a retro-futuristic jumble of 
spare parts culled from Republic seri- 
als, Lost Horizon, King Kong and the 
1951 sci-fi chestnut When Worlds Col- 
lide. In the promising opening, with 
the Hindenburg Ill moored atop a 
snow-whipped Empire State Building, 
maladroit reporter Polly Perkins (a 
shrill Gwyneth Paltrow) enlists for- 
mer flame Joe Sullivan (Jude Law, 
rakish yet bland) as she ineptly tries 
to uncover a plot to kidnap the 
world’s pre-eminent scientists. Soon, 
this “Sky Captain” and his languid 
Girl Friday are battling a mysterious 
army of giant robots with his P-40 
Warhawk. What could it all mean? 
Try pretext: loads of synthetic gee- 
whiz action awaits, but the novelty 
will wear thin for all but the youngest 
moviegoers. Welcome but short-lived 
relief comes in the perfectly cast form 
of Angelina Jolie commanding an all- 
female “Amphibious Squadron.” Shot 
over a scant six weeks at London’s 


Bob and his puffy starfish pal Patrick 
set off to retrieve the crown from the 
distant, dangerous Shell City. They’re 
aided by Princess Mindy (the sweet- 
voiced Scarlett Johansson) and threat- 
ened by the evil sea cowboy Dennis 
(Alec Baldwin) as well as other under 
water thugs. In an age of animated 
razzle-dazzle, SpongeBob will remind 
you of pre-digital Saturday mornings 
(90m) Copley Place, Fenway, Fresh 
Pond, Circle (tentative), suburbs 


T 

**x *xTARNATION (2004). Mania is 
hell. And to watch Jonathan Caou- 
ette’s agonizing documentation of his 
and his mother’s mental illness is to 
live through it with them. Combining 
Super 8 footage that Caouette started 
shooting at 11 with family photos, 
clips from cult movies and ‘80s TV, 
and a soundtrack that’s mellow and 
melancholy, this nightmarish portrait 
of abuse and insanity makes you feel 
as if you were flipping through a 
scrapbook on acid. The delirium of 
images and effects tells the story of 
Caouette’s mother, Renee, a child 
model subjected to numerous rounds 
of shock therapy who spends her life 
in and out of Texas institutions. It’s an 
affectionate, affecting ode. But the 
story belongs more to Caouette him- 
self. He created the film. using Apple's 
iMovie — emphasis on the “i.” Tarna- 
tion is not so much documentary as it 
is cinematic memoir, an account, for 
the most part resisting self-indul- 
gence, of Caouette’s seemingly un- 
bearable life as he witnesses the rape 
of his mother, spends time in abusive 
foster homes, grows up gay in a back- 
ward Texas town, gets diagnosed with 
depersonalization disorder, and lives 
as though he were in a dream. He 
turns the camera on himself perhaps 
to make his life more real, perhaps to 
make sense of all the chaos. (88m) 
Weekend midnights at the Coolidge 
Corner. 


a drink in It’s a Wonderful Life. 


“George Lucas Stage,” the rest of the 
actors are little more than puppets in 
Conran’s blue-screen toy box of nos- 
talgia. Lucas would be proud. The 
rest of you should consider yourselves 
warned. (107m) Arlington Capitol, 
suburbs. 

SPANGLISH (2004). Brett Michel's 
review is on page 7. (135m) Boston 
Common, Fenway, Harvard Square, 
Circle, suburbs. 

* * x THE SPONGEBOB 
SQUAREPANTS MOVIE (2004). 
Nickelodeon’s SpongeBob SquarePants 
program never insults the intelligence 
of its audience, and that’s a major rea- 
son for its all-ages appeal — that and 
the contagious giddy goofiness of 
SquarePants and his pals. And if 
there’s any doubt that the cartoon at- 
tracts more than the under-10 set, a 
glance at the bands on the feature- 
length film’s soundtrack — Wilco, the 
Flaming Lips, the Shins, Motérhead, 
Ween, and Avril Lavigne — will prove 
that kids aren't the only ones who find 
Bikini Bottom a cool place to be. The 
TV show delivers more laughs per 
half-hour than the movie, which also 
is directed by the show’s creators, 
Sherm Cohen and Stephen Hillen- 
burg. But the perfect timing and the 
self-aware absurdity translate to the 
big screen. The story is a classic quest 
Plankton, in an effort to detour busi- 
ness from the Krusty Krab to the 
Chum Bucket, steals King Neptune’s 
crown and blames Mr. Krabs. Sponge- 


U 

URGH! A MUSIC WAR (1981). 
David Burbidge directs this “superb 
record of what was hip in 1981”; per- 
formers include the Police, Echo & 
the Bunnymen, the Go-Go’s, Dead 
Kennedys, the Cramps, Pere Ubu, 
Devo, Gang of Four, and X. (96m) 
Sunday and Monday at the Brattle. 


V 
**VERA DRAKE (2004). 
Whether you think Mike Leigh’s Vera 
Drake is the dour kitchen-sink real- 
ist’s latest masterpiece (it won the 
Golden Lion at Venice) or a case of 
self-parody depends on your take on 
a scene near the end. It’s holiday 
time in the dank London of 1950, 
and Vera (jack-o’-lantern-faced Imel- 
da Staunton), out on bail after her 
arrest for performing illegal abor- 
tions, faces a chilly reception at the 
family dinner table. After all the acid 
silences, averted eyes, and not-so- 
veiled accusations, son-in-law Reg 
(Eddie Marsan), newcomer to the 
clan, takes a chocolate and says that 
this is the best Christmas he’s ever 
had. And who’s to argue? Leigh’s 
post-war, pre-boom period setting 
exudes injustice, pathos, and help- 
lessness, and the victimized look on 
with either slack-jawed, non-compre- 
hending despair or grinning, non- 
comprehending benevolence. The 
latter expression belongs to Vera, the 


C 








saintly matriarch of a sturdy work- 
ing-class family who has been “help- 
ing girls in trouble” with her syringe 
and cheese grater. Her service has 
continued for years free of charge 
and no one’s the wiser until one 
client almost dies, whereupon Vera 
spends the rest of the movie crying 
That’s feminism Mike Leigh style, 
and his manipulative tract is more 
condescending than compassionate 
(125m) West Newton 


Ww 
*WHAT THE #$*! DO WE 
KNOW!? (2004). The cliché’d title 
is supposed to express wonderment, 
but the only thing this loose docu- 
mentary about quantum physics will 
make you say “What the #$*!” 
about is the shoddy job it does of il 
luminating its subject. Highbrow 
jargon, platitudes, and existential 
technobabble spew across the screen 
from expert talking heads as the 
topic bounces from possibility to 
density of matter to alternate reality 
and, eventually, God and sex. The 
most “unreal” segments, however, 
are the enactments of the principles 
dramatized in the banal daily doings 
of Amanda (Marlee Matlin, the deaf 
actress who won a Best Actress 
Oscar for Children of a Lesser God 
back in 1986), a hard-working pho- 
tographer who spends the entirety 
of the film looking perplexed and 
beleaguered. Most of the vignettes 
are so woeful, they’re laughable; a 
few rise to the level of inadvertent 
camp. The best you can do is think 
of What the #$*! as an ersatz redux 


of Errol Morris’s A Brief History of 


Time (1991). It seems directors 
William Arntz, Betsy Chasse, and 
Mark Vicente felt that some brazen 
sex and a riotous Polish wedding 
might further clarify the arcane con- 
cepts. They don’t. (111m) Somerville 
Theatre (Sunday through Thursday), 
Arlington Capitol. 





CLAUDIA III: James Stewart looks as if he could use a visit from La Cardinale more than 


WHEN STAND-UP STOOD OUT: 
THE STORY BEHIND THE 
BOSTON COMEDY EXPLOSION 
(2003). Former Newton resident and 
stand-up comic Fran Solomita made 
this documentary about the Boston 
stand-up scene in the ’80s; it includes 
“candid interviews, original news re- 
ports, and _ never-before-seen 
footage.” Featured performers in- 
clude Denis Leary, Janeane Garofalo, 
and Lenny Clarke. Saturday and Sun- 
day at Jimmy Tingle’s Off Broadway. 
**1/2 WHITE CHRISTMAS 
(1954). It’s such a Christmas peren- 
nial — usually on TV — that you 
hardly notice what a creaky movie it 
is. Bing Crosby had lost much of his 
light-handed charm by this time, and 
he and Danny Kaye, as Army buddies 
and vaudeville partners, are hardly a 
match made in Heaven. And though 
there are many Irving Berlin songs 
(including “Sisters” and “Count Your 
Blessings”), they aren't his best, and 
they get by-the-book performances 
without much zip. Directed by a 
dispirited Michael Curtiz, the movie 
is insipid in a WASPy ’50s way, from 
its leading ladies (Rosemary Clooney 
and Vera-Ellen) down to the senti- 
mental plot about the old Army com- 
mander (Dean Jagger) to whom 
Crosby and Kaye pay loving tribute. 
Mary Wickes provides a little edge as 
General Waverly’s housekeeper 
(120m) Thursday at the South Boston 
Branch Library. 
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Formidable! 


Revels celebrates a French-Canadian Christmas 


BY JEFFREY GANTZ 


The Christmas Revels 


Directed by Patrick Swanson. Music 
director, George Emlen. Set by Martin 
Tulloch and David Fichter. Costumes by 
Heidi Anne Hermiller. Lighting by Linda 
O’Brien. With David Coffin, Debra Wise, 
Pierre Chartrand, Judy Erickson, Gillian 
Stewart, Jonathan Meath, Danse Cadence, 
Le Choeur de Noél, the Québecois Kids, 
David Coffin, the Pinewoods Morris Men, 
and the Cambridge Symphonic Brass 
Ensemble. Presented by Revels at Harvard 
University’s Sanders Theatre through 
December 28. 


"Amérique, c’est tout, George W. 
[es would say (if he knew 

how), but Revels has a better 
idea. For the past 33 years, it’s 
brought to Boston Christmases from 
around the world, reminding us 
that the faith our president profess- 
es is celebrated in many languages 
and cultures other than our own 
and doing so in a way that, unlike 
the Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular’s “Living Nativity,” does- 
nt trash other religions. This year’s 
Christmas Revels goes north to 
French Canada for a reverent, re- 
spectful celebration of Québec 
that’s everything the Radio City 
Christmas Spectacular isn’t. 

It’s also the most cogent Christ- 


mas Revels in my memory, which 
takes in most of the previous 33. 
Narrator Debra Wise, of the Under- 
ground Railway Theater, introduces 
us to our Québec “home town,” 
which is founded at the place where 
three rivers meet and after some 
thought comes up with just the 
right name: Trois Riviéres. The 
model in front of Wise is dominated 
by a huge white church with an 
even huger steeple, but the focus of 
the town’s holiday festivities is the 
town hall, where the usual Revels 
suspects — here dubbed Le Choeur 
du Noél, Les Sabots Volants, and 
the Québecois Kids — along with 
guests Danse Cadence and the ever- 
present Pinewoods Morris Men and 
Cambridge Symphonic Brass En- 
semble serve up the usual song 
(“Auprés de ma blonde,” “Vive la 
compagnie”) and dance (a quadrille 
and a lot of hard-shoe clogging) 
and carols (“Jesous ahatonia,” origi- 
nally written in Huron, and the 
Jean Mouton motet Quzramus cum 
pastoribus) and children’s games (I 
remember “Il était une bergére” 
from my childhood) with the usual 
professionalism and enchanting en- 
thusiasm. 

But this Revels also creates an af- 
fecting through-line out of Québec’s 
voyageur tradition, whereby men 
would leave their families and go 
out into the wilderness to make 


their fortunes trapping and 
logging. Already, Gaston, 
moved to give “the Devil 
his due” as a dancer, has 
prompted an appearance 
by the Man in Black (Judy 
Erickson), and when, after 
a tearful farewell (“A la 
claire fontaine”), he and 
four other men from Trois 
Riviéres find themselves 
hundreds of miles from the* 
bright lights of New Year’s 
Eve at home, and Gaston 
says he’d sell his soul to 
the Devil to get back, the 
Devil returns to offer his 
“Chasse-Galerie” (“flying 
canoe”) on three condi- 
tions: no swearing, no 
wine, and back by mid- 
night. A hilariously low- 
tech projection of the 
flying canoe against the 
back wall is followed by.a 
quick pit stop on stage so 
Gaston can relieve himself and then 
another ingenious inspiration, a 
tiny model of the canoe moving 
above the audience and past the 
Sanders Theatre chandelier. 
Arriving in Trois Rivieres, the men 
are féted with Revels’ traditional 
mummers’ play. In this Patrick 
Swanson original, “Little Jack and 
the Werewolf,” it’s Royal Canadian 
Mountie “Grande Téte” (Don Dun- 
can) playing St. George to the Drag- 
on of Loup Garou (Martin Tulloch); 
the werewolf wins their joust, but 


then ’Ti-Jean (David Torrey) steps 
up the plate and with his broom 
skies the first pitch from Pére Noél 
(Walter Locke) up, up, up and then 
down square onto the noggin of 
Loup Garou. Victoire, complete with 
Red Sox World Series pennant. 
Except that, we now learn, Loup 
Garou is Pére Noél’s son, so the 
Doctor (Debra Wise), in plumed 
Napoleonic hat and tricouleur sash 
and lace cuffs, to the strains of the 
1812 Overture, mixes up a potion 
(not excluding the juice of a mos- 


CAN ‘TI-JEAN, even with the help of Room, Pére Noél, 
and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, prevail 
against the dreaded Loup Garou? 


>» 





quito’s spleen) and then 
drinks the werewolf’s 
blood. That restores Loup 
Garou; the off-stage howl 
suggests the Doctor has 
becomes a werewolf, but 
Trois Riviéres has more 
immediate problems to 
attend to, since it’s mid- 
night and Gaston and 
his mates are of course 
forsworn. The Priest 
(Jonathan Meath) chal- 
lenges the Devil to a 
dance-off, claiming any 
Québecois man or woman 
can out-jig him; the Devil, 
as if all his brains were in 
his feet, chooses Pierre 
(Danse Cadence leader 
Pierre Chartrand) and is 
duly defeated, whereupon 
Wise, back in her narra- 
tor’s outfit, recites Susan 
Cooper’s “The Shortest 
Day” and the troupe clos- 
es, as always, with the 
Sussex Mummers’ Carol. 
The set, with its 
brooms and barrels and 
joint stools flanking a 
folk-painted cupboard, is 
homy and unassuming, 
and so are the costumes, 
with the ladies largely in 
mob caps and pinafores 
and the men wearing fur, wool, 
plaid, flannel, suspenders, and lots 
of stocking caps. As our hosts, 
David Coffin (who also sings, 
plays the recorder, and tutors the 
audience in the sing-along sec- 
tions) and Debra Wise are savvy 
and funny, and Danse Cadence 
clog up a storm. Even the brooms 
get put to good use, as the per- 
formers do their own stage busi- 
ness. Nothing canned or commer- 
cial here, just Christmas the way it 
was meant to be. b 4 








Churchill downs 


Traps should have stayed shut 


married Reg for money, and she stays with 
him — even though he beats her — because 
she’s “so comfortable.” Syl behaves like the 
entire female contingent of Arthur Schnitzler’s 
La ronde, coupling with every man on the 
premises. As the play opens, she’s had a baby 
who’s either a boy or a girl depending on 
which spiral of the time warp she’s climbing. 


full-sized tub that is laboriously filled with 
buckets of water schlepped in by others in the 
cast. As the sextet of dripping bodies succes- 
sively dunk and get out, the water is said to 
get more and more dirty — a funny glimpse 
of life as it must have been before our cleanli- 
er-than-thou fixations. 

Traps ends as it begins, with no resolutions 





BY IRIS FANGER 


Traps 


By Caryl Churchill. Directed by Ben Lambert. Set by 
Anita Fuchs. Costumes by Chelsea White. Lighting by 
Greg Jutkiewicz. Fights by Michael Burnet. With Jason 

Dionne, Summer Ryan Doyle, Kevin Harrington, 
Richard La France, Richard Lindley, and Lori Taylor. 
Presented by Underdog Stage at the Piano Factory 

through December 19. 


facing of a little-known 1977 drama, in 
this case Traps, by a dramatist as lauded 
and omnipresent on the international stage as 
the British writer Caryl Churchill, particularly 
when it’s hyped as a “rarely produced master- 
piece.” Given the vagaries of human inspira- 
tion, it’s not uncommon for even as accom- 
plished an artist as Churchill, whose successes 
include Top Girls, Cloud Nine, and Serious 
Money, to come up with a loser. 
Unfortunately, one’s suspicions prove cor- 
rect. Too bad that the newly formed theater 
company Underdog Stage chose to hitch its 
first production to Churchill’s name rather 
than to one of her first-rate plays. 
Traps is an extended one-act — here bro- 
ken into two parts by an ill-considered inter- 


0 ne has to wonder about the sudden sur- 
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mission — about a six-person commune that 
functions like a retread from the 1960s. Set in 
Britain, the play has as its gimmick the explo- 
ration of time — past, present, and future — 
through which we see how wrong-way deci- 
sions affect the lives of the group of sometime 
friends, enemies, and lovers. Four men and 
two women meet, mingle, and cohabit; the 
chronological distinctions are so murky, how- 
ever, that it’s hard to tell who’s on first with 
whom, and when any of the runners scores. 

The play exudes a whiff of Pinteresque af- 
fectation by way of meaningful pauses and an 
undetermined outside threat, and in its style 
it reels farther back in time, to the post- 
World War II “kitchen-sink” theatrical revolu- 
tion led by playwright John Osborne that 
brought the concerns of Britain’s underclass 
into the spotlight. But the change-partners- 
and-dance relationships among the characters 
are not only inexplicable but of minimal inter- 
est. It’s hard to remember a play about people 
who warrant so little viewer sympathy. Nei- 
ther does Churchill disclose the point of their 
meanderings down memory lane. Does the 
past determine the future? You bet it does, 
but do we need to revisit that theatrical de- 
vice again when so many playwrights have 
used it better? 

For Traps, Churchill has concocted a pair of 
women with few smarts and even less self-es- 
teem. Christie, who may or may not have had 
an incestuous affair with her brother Jack, has 


Later in the play, presumably before the preg- 
nancy and birth, she claims she wants a child, 
and three of the four men are willing partners, 
even Jack, who is variously in love with her, 
Albert, and Del. Confused? So was I. 
Underdog’s production is not without its 
merits. Set designer Anita Fuchs has trashed 
the funky playing space at the Piano Factory 
in a becoming manner, with an assortment of 
detritus that might have 
been picked up the night 
before trash collection on 
the Notting Hill streets of 
the pre-Hugh Grant era, 
before gentrification. 
She’s even thrown in the 
requisite ironing board 
and iron of Look Back in 
Anger. Ben Lambert di- 
rects with an eye for un- 
derstatement that suits 
the naturalistic-fantastic 
tone of the work. The six- 
person ensemble does the 
best it can with an unde- 
termined beginning, mid- 
dle, and end, particularly 
Jason Dionne as the 
quick-to-burn Del. Most 
amusing is the nudie Sat- 
urday-night bath scene, 
where, one at a time, the 
characters drop their 
trousers and sink into a 


of its twists of fate and cantankerous personal 
confrontations. Perhaps if we knew more 
about the characters, or cared about their 
emotional difficulties, the obvious con- 
trivances of the experiment would prove less 
offputting. That not being the case, it would 
have been better to allow Churchill’s achieve- 
ments to carry her reputation and let long- 
sleeping plays lie. a 





THE SIX-PERSON ENSEMBLE does the best it can with an unde- 
termined beginning, middle, and end, particularly Jason 
Dionne as the quick-to-burn Del. 
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South African 


FES TIVAL 


Commemorating the 10th anniversary of the fall of apartheid. 


a deeply personal memory play 
of a childhood under apartheid 


THE SYRINGA TREE 

written and performed by Pamela Gien 
directed by Larry Moss 

“a real tour de force!” - New York Times 
Winner: OBIE, Drama Desk, Drama League, 
Outer Critics’ Circle Awards! 


DECEMBER 30- JANUARY 16 LOEB STAGE 


AIDS awareness at the same time! 

written and performed by Pieter-Dirk Uys 

in association with the Market Theatre, Cambridge 

“the higher politicians climb the pole 
of ambition the more of their asses 
we can see.” - Pieter-Dirk Uys 

JANUARY 5-23 ZERO ARROW THEATRE 


a story about the people who paid for their 
freedom in a country haunted by lost dreams 


by John Kani directed by Janice Honeyman 

with John Kani, Esmeralda Bihi, Warona Seane 
directed by Janice Honeyman 

“a deeply felt portrait!” - New York Times 
JANUARY 21-30 LOEB STAGE 








Screech boys 


A new play introduces 
Brian Wilson to Leon Theremin 


by Sally Cragin 







pag may not know what a theremin looks like, but you’ve sure- 
ly heard it. Among the tones made by the very first all-elec- 
tronic instrument are the eerie screeches in cheesy mid-20th- 
century horror movies and the swooping introduction to the 
Beach Boys’ “Good Vibrations.” This strange gizmo works by 
producing an electronic field that, as the musician's hands 
break the frequency, sends out sounds ranging from human to 
animal to outer-space-worthy. 

Created by the Russian inventor Leon Theremin 
(1897-1993), whose life and career spanned the 20th century, 
the instrument emits sounds that are almost as strange as 
Theremin's life, which included stints in early Soviet intelligence 
and lengthy incarcerations in forced-labor camps. Now, two 
young Boston University playwrights are using him as inspiration 
for their new play, the fanciful Theremin, which premieres this 
evening (December 16) at the Institute of Contemporary Art. 
Benjamin Lewis and Duke Doyle met at BU and have been 
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collaborating on Theremin for several years. Lewis explains that 
at school, where both of them focused on the performing arts, 
“a lot of the stuff we were working on was written by 50-year-old 
men 100 years ago. We wanted to tackle something together as 
writers, and we were looking for something that inspired us, and 
we stumbled across the story about this crazy Russian inventor. 
The more we researched, the more we became intrigued by it.” 

Intrigued enough to include another crazy visionary — Beach 
Boy Brian Wilson. In the play, the two are introduced, with 
Lewis playing Wilson to Doyle’s Theremin. Doyle says, “We dis- 
covered Brian Wilson was loosely involved in Theremin’s life at 
the end of his life, when there was a committee that went and 
retrieved Theremin for a big gala-in New York. And Brian Wilson 
is such an interesting character, we started exploring him as the 
narrator.” Lewis continues, “We found these parallels between 
their lives. Theremin gets put in a prison cell in Siberia; Wilson 
locks himself in a little room in California.” 

Other characters include Clara Rockmore, a student of the 
theremin (and Theremin) who became the instrument's great 
virtuoso. If it sounds as if the writing partners were venturing 
into Surrealist territory, they counter that “emotional connec- 
tion” among the characters is crucial to this play, though there 
will be plenty of recorded snippets of actual theremin music. 

Michael Kaye, a teaching associate at BU’s School of Theater 
Arts, says he’s not surprised that Lewis and Doyle have been 
able to see their play through to production. “| had them ina 
number of classes,” he recalls, those including acting class and 
a writing class that focused on adaptation. “They're extremely 
bright and hysterically funny — that's what | remember. They 
have strong theatrical instincts. They see the world as a play- 
wright and director and actor, so it’s exciting to be around.” 

Theremin /s presented by Blue Cake Theatre Company this 
weekend, December 16 through 18, at the Institute of Contem- 
porary Art, 955 Boylston Street in Boston. Tickets are $10, or 
$5 for students with ID; call (781) 643-0277, or e-mail 
theremin_info@yahoo.com. : 





































@ ANNIE GET YOUR GUN. Turtle 
Lane Playhouse presents the 1946 Irv- 
ing Berlin show in which sharpshooter 
Annie Oakley learns you cain't get a 
man with a gun. At Turtle Lane Play- 
house, 283 Melrose Street, Newton 
(617-244-0169), through December 
30. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday; there are additional perform- 
ances at 8 p.m. December 27 through 
29. Tix $24; $17 for seniors on Thurs- 
day; $17 for students on Friday. 

@ BIG DIG . . . THE END OF AN 
ERROR! Improv Asylum takes on our 
collective tax and traffic albatross in 
this improv- and sketch-comedy revue. 
At Improv Asylum, 216 Hanover 
Street, Boston (617-263-6887), 
indefinitely. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Thursday, at 9 p.m. on 
Friday, and at 8 and 10 p.m. on Satur- 
day. Tix $15 to $20. 

@ BLUE MAN GROUP. It would be 
difficult and unfair to try to catalogue 
all the antics of the Drama Desk 
Award-winning trio of cobalt-painted 
bald pates who have settled into long 
runs Off Broadway and at the Charles 
Playhouse. They begin their delightful 
and deafening evening of anti-per- 
formance art beating drums that are 
also deep buckets of paint, so that 
sprays of color jump from the instru- 
ments like breaking surf, and end by 
engulfing the spectators in tangles of 
toilet paper. And the Blue Men have 
lately advertised new “twists and 
turns,” including a piece on the state of 
world rock and one set in an Internet 
café. At the Charles Playhouse, 74 War- 
renton Street, Boston (617-426-6912), 
indefinitely. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tues- 
day through Thursday, at 7 p.m. on Fri- 
day, at 4, 7, and 10 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 2 and 5 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $46 
to $56; $21.75 obstructed-view seat- 
ing, available at the box office and 
Boston day of performance. 

@ A CHRISTMAS CAROL. Trinity 
Repertory Company initiates the 
annual attack of the killer Scrooges, 
fielding two casts in a cornucopia of 
performances of the Adrian Hall/ 
Richard Cumming adaptation. Bonus: 
Scrooge actually takes off on his noc- 
turnal journey toward redemption, like 
a malevolent old Peter Pan. Mark 
Sutch directs. Stephen Berenson and 
Cynthia Strickland are the Scrooges of 
two separate companies. Also in the 
casts this year are Boston-area favorites 
Diego Arciniegas, Susanne Nitter, and 
Robert Saoud. At Trinity Repertory 
Company, 201 Washington Street, 
Providence, Rhode Island (401-351- 
4242), through December 27. Perfor- 
mance times vary. Tix $28 to $50; dis- 
counts for seniors and the disabled 
Stoneham Theatre offers director 
Robert Jay Cronin’s adaptation of Dick- 
ens’s tale of a skinflint cruising toward 
conversion; Dale Place is Scrooge. At 
Stoneham Theatre, 395 Main Street, 
Stoneham (781-279-2200), through 
December 23. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. 


| Tuesday through Thursday, at 8 p.m. 


on Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 1 and 5 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$32; $27 for seniors; $16 for students. 
Hartford Stage presents its adapta- 
tion by artistic director Michael Wilson 
(who also directs), which is described 
as “a Victorian Christmas card come to 
life,” at Hartford Stage, 50 Church 
Street, Hartford, Connecticut (860- 
527-5151), through December 26. 
Curtain is at 7 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday (with 2 p.m. matinees Decem- 
ber 21, 23, and 24), at 11 a.m. and 2 
and 7 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 and 
7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $25 to $55; dis- 
counts for children. Foothills The- 
atre Company gets in on the act, of- 
fering playwright/director Jack Neary’s 
version. John Davin does the irascible 
honors as Scrooge. At the Courtyard off 
Commercial Street, adjacent to the 
Worcester Common Outlets, Worcester 
(508-754-4018), through December 
23. Curtain is at 7 p.m. on Thursday 
(December 23 only) and Friday, at 3 
and 7 p.m. on Saturday, and at 1 and 
4 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $29; $14.50 for 
children. The miser gets féted by Bay 
Colony Productions at the Orpheum 
Foxboro Theatre, 1 School Street, 
Foxborough (508-543-ARTS), through 
December 19. Steve Donner directs his 
own adaptation, with musical direction 
by Robert J. Goldman. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, at 2 
and 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $22; $20 for 
seniors and students; $15 for children 
under 12. New Life Fine Arts calls 
its version Ebenezer Scrooge: A Christ- 
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play@pplay 


COMPILED BY CAROLYN CLAY 


mas Carol, probably in the hope of get- 
ting a separate listing, but we're not 
fooled. The Concord-based theater 
company uses a musical version by 
David MacAdam that puts together the 
miser’s tale and well-known Christmas 
carols. At the Groton-Dunstable Per- 
forming Arts Center, 344 Main Street, 
Groton (508-370-8455), through De- 
cember 22. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday, at 2 and 
7:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $20; $17 for seniors 
and students; $15 for children under 
12; $4 discount for tickets ordered in 
advance. 

@ THE CHRISTMAS REVELS. Di- 
rected by Patrick Swanson, with musi- 
cal direction by George Emlen, the 
2004 edition of this annual celebration 
of the Winter Solstice salutes the holi- 
day traditions of French Canada. At 
Harvard University’s Sanders Theatre, 
45 Quincy Street, Cambridge (617- 
496-2222), through December 28. 
Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on Monday 
(December 27 only), at 3 p.m. (De- 
cember 28) or 7:30 p.m. (December 
21) on Tuesday, at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday (no December 17 only), at 3 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday (December 28 
only), and at 1 and 5 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tix $20 to $42; $12 to $32 for children 
under 12. (Jeffrey Gantz’s review is on 
page 16.) 

@ THE EIGHT: REINDEER MONO- 
LOGUES. MIT Community Players 
presents Jeff Goode’s antidote to all 
those Good Santa tales. In his play, one 
of the reindeer makes a sexual-harass- 
ment charge against the sleigh driver 
and scandal ensues. Don’t bring the 
kiddies: there’s “strong language and 
mature content.” At MIT, Building 35, 
Room 225, Cambridge (617-253- 
2530), through December 18. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday 
and at 2 p.m. on Saturday. Tix $10; $8 
for MIT community, seniors, and other 
students; $6 for MIT/Wellesley stu- 
dents. 

@ ENCORE! Boston-based Chamber 
Repertory Theatre, which mounts tour- 
ing productions of stage adaptations of 
classic short stories for student and 
other audiences, makes a home-town 
stop. On the program are Edgar Allan 
Poe’s The Tell Tale Heart, Washington 
Irving’s The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, 
W.W. Jacobs’s The Monkey’s Paw, Guy 
de Maupassant’s The Necklace, and 
Mark Twain's The Celebrated Jumping 
Frog of Calaveras County. At Berklee 
Performance Center, 136 Massachu- 
setts Avenue, Boston (617-542-9155), 
December 21 through 23. Curtain is at 
10:30 a.m. Tix $13.95. 

@ AN EVENING WITH ISRAEL 
HOROVITZ. Alarm Clock Theatre 


sented in 1968: the Obie-winning The 
Indian Wants the Bronx (which intro- 


| duced Al Pacino) is a taut trip toward 


inevitable violence in which a couple of 
punks torment a Hindu gentleman on 
a New York street corner, and It’s Called 
the Sugar Plum is a romantic two-han- 
der between a college student and the 
fiancée of a guy he just ran over. At the 


| Boston Center for the Arts, 539 

- Tremont Street, Boston (617-933- 
| 8600), through December 19. Curtain 
| is at 8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday 


and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $15; $12 
for seniors and students. 
@ FULLY COMMITTED. Lyric Stage 


| Company artistic director Spiro Velou- 


dos pairs Becky Mode’s delirious one- 
man show about an out-of-work actor 
manning the reservations line at an in- 
demand Manhattan eatery with never- 
out-of-work actor John Kuntz, who 
plays more than 40 characters, includ- 
ing the restaurant’s imperious but inse- 
cure chef, its snooty French maitre d’, 


| and folks from the Upper East Side to 


the Mafia who. are desperate to book a 
table. Veloudos directs the amusing 
production, in which Kuntz channels 
all his zaniness into the supernumer- 
aries but offers a poignant take on the 
harassed central character. At the Lyric 
Stage Company of Boston, 140 Claren- 
don Street, Boston (617-437-7172), 
through December 23. Curtain is at 2 


and 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $19 to 

~ $43; $10 student rush, 30 minutes 
prior to performance. 

@ GENIE. Harvard undergrads James 
Lawler and Benjamin Scheuer are the 
creators of this new musical-theater 
work, which “tells the story, through 
hip-hop, rock, and sinfully funny show 
tunes, of Mooney O’Tooley, a wide- 
eyed freshman nerd, intent on reinven- 
tion, who arrives at college and falls in 
love with a beautiful, multiple-person- 
alitied quasi-heiress.” When he’s barred 
from seeing her, he moves on to a soul- 
singing genie that pops out of a bottle 
at the bar where he’s drowning his sor- 
rows. At Cabot House Theater in the 
Radcliffe Quadrangle, 60 Linnaean 
Street, Cambridge (617-496-2222), 
through December 19. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday and 
at 4 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $8; $5 with 
student ID. 

@ THE HENRIAD. Providence’s Trini- 
ty Rep Company takes on its most am- 
bitious project ever with this fiery 
three-evening staging of Shakespeare’s 
epic history of “fathers and sons, suc- 
cession and rebellion, and the responsi- 
bilities of patriotism and power” com- 
prising Richard II, Henry IV Part 1 and 
Part 2, and Henry V and English history 
from 1398 to 1420. Directed by three 
separate directors with an ensemble 
that continues from play to play, the 
productions are distinct yet connected, 
with Kevin Moriarty helming an affect- 
ing Richard II rife with religious allu- 
sion, Amanda Dehnert turning the 
conflated Henry IV plays into a roister- 
ing barnstorm, and artistic director 
Oskar Eustis offering a pointed mod- 
ermn-dress rendering of Henry V in 
which a sincere if questionably coun- 
seled Harry memoftably rallies his 
troops to a dubiously justified war he 
believes God has ordained. In repertory 
at Trinity Repertory ‘Company, 201 
Washington Street, Providence (401- 
351-4242), through December 19. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday and 
Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 2 and 7 p.m. on Sunday. All re- 
maining performances are of Henry V. 
Tix $28 to $50. 

@ I’M AWAY FROM MY DESK 
RIGHT NOW: AN INDIE PLAY. 
Whimsical Rough & Tumble Theatre 
presents a collection of seven shorts 
chronicling the minutiae and the inani- 


| ties of the workplace, some created col- 
| lectively, some nimbly scripted by 


William (Backwater: A Movie Play) 


| Donnelly. What we get are quick, 
| quirky sketches, many of which appro- 
| priate a mere moment of the daily 


| Company offers two early one-acts by | 
the prolific playwright, both first pre- 


grind — making coffee, riding the train 
— and either imbue it with exaggerat- 
ed emotion or throw in preposterous 
circumstances. Dan Milstein helms the 


| vignettes, some of which are better 


than others. But the company puts its 
money where its mouth is: if you don't 
like the show, you get your money 


| back. At Hall A in the Stanford Calder- 
| wood Pavilion at the Boston Center for | 
| the Arts, 527 Tremont Street, Boston 


(617-933-8600), through December 
18. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Thursday 


through Saturday and at 3 p.m. on 


Sunday. Tix $12 to $15. 


| @ JOHNNY GUITAR: THE MUSI- 
| CAL. SpeakEasy Stage Company pres- 
| ents the Boston premiere of this 2003 


New York hit, winner of the Outer Crit- 


| ics Circle Award for Best Off-Broadway 


Musical. Paul Daigneault directs the 
send-up, with book by Nicholas van 
Hoogstraten and music and lyrics by 
Martin Silvestri and Joel Higgins, of 


| the 1954 Nicholas Ray movie Western 
| that pitted manly yet sultry saloon pro- 


prietress Joan Crawford against sexual- 
ly repressed bank owner Mercedes Mc- 
Cambridge in a frontier town that was- 
n't big enough for both of them. You’d 


| think it would be hard to get more 
| camp than the film itself, which is 


fraught with Freudian feminism and 
floridly wooden utterances, but you'd 
be wrong. The musical adds a twangy 
collection of ’50s-rock-influenced tunes 
and a beefed-up lesbian subtext to the 


| close-to-verbatim overcharged screen- 


play. And SpeakEasy adds diminutive 
Kathy St. George as a sort of pre-san- 
forized Crawford, right down to the 
tightly curled coif, shoulders-back-and- 
breasts-out stance, and nostril-flaring, 
slightly maniacal stone-Joan counte- 
nance. Backed by red skies and sur- 
rounded by cartoon mesas, the show’s 
not weighty, but it is a hoot. At the 
Nancy and Edward Roberts Studio 
Theatre in the Stanford Calderwood 
Pavilion at the Boston Center for the 
Arts, 527 Tremont Street, Boston (617- 
933-8600), through December 18. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday and 
Friday and at 4 and 8 p.m. on Satur- 
day. Tix $35 to $40; $20 student rush. 

@ THE LADIES OF THE 
CAMELIAS. Yale Repertory Theatre 
presents Lillian Groag’s tale of dueling 
divas. Set in the halls of Paris’s Théatre 
de la Renaissance in 1897, this “flam- 
boyant backstage divertissement” has 
to do with an effort to get Sarah Bern- 
hardt and Eleanora Duse to share a 
stage. Artistic director and Dean of the 
Yale School of Drama James Bundy di- 
rects. At University Theatre, 222 York 
Street, New Haven, Connecticut (203- 
432-1234), through December 18. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday and 
Friday and at 2 and 8 p.m. on Satur- 
day. Tix $30 to $45; $24 to $36 for 
seniors; $15 to $22.50 for students. 

@ LIES, HALF TRUTHS AND THE 
AMERICAN WAY. This new show is 
“an improvisational and sketch-come- 
dy revue that asks the questions: does 
anyone tell the truth anymore, and 
does anyone take the blame?” Featured 
is a “prison duet” for Stewart and Sad- 
dam Hussein; other scenes are inspired 
by audience suggestions. At Improv 
Asylum, 216 Hanover Street, Boston 
(617-263-6887), indefinitely. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day and at 8 and 10 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday. Tix $15 to $20. 

@ THE LION KING. The eagerly 
awaited arrival in Boston of the Tony- 
winning 1997 Broadway musical built 
by director/designer Julie Taymor on 
Disney's 1994 animated film about a 
prodigal Hamlet with fur lives up to its 
hype. Local girl turned theater goddess 
Taymor turns the likable coming-of-age 
cartoon about a princely lion cub 
tricked into exile and returning to 
claim his rightful place into a graceful, 
percussive, multicultural pageant with 
songs by South African composer Lebo 
M added to those of Elton John and 
Tim Rice, regal masks and puppets 
melded to humans, and stunning 
though simple effects, many of them 
inspired by Asian theater. There is a 
disconnect between Taymor’s contribu- 
tion and Disney’s, so that sometimes 
the show seems like a slicing and dic- 
ing of primal exotica and cute cartoon. 
But the celebratory and moving open- 
ing number alone, with its parade of 
imaginatively conceived animals waft- 
ing down the aisles and onto the stage, 
is worth the price of admission. This is 


| one show to be enjoyed by adults and 


cubs alike. At the Opera House, 539 
Washington Street, Boston (617-931- 
ARTS), through February 20. Curtain is 
at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday through Thurs- 
day (with 2 p.m. matinees on Thurs- 
day December 23, Friday December 
31, and Wednesday February 16), at 
8 p.m. on Friday (no performance De- 
cember 24), at 2 p.m. (no performance 
December 25) and 8 p.m. on Saturday, 


| and at 1 and 6:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
| $22.50 to $87.50, $27.50 to $97.50 


the week of December 28-January 2.: 

@ MATTER FAMILIAS. There’s nu- 
clear-family meltdown in Ginger 
Lazarus's outrageous and carefully cal- 
culated new comedy, in which a 33- 


| year-old single therapist’s decision to 
| adopt a grown man — to whom her 


mom then takes a liking — leads to a 
family affair of scandalous proportions. 
Wesley Savick directs the solid produc- 
tion, which features local favorites 
Helen McElwain, Barlow Adamson, 
and Nancy E. Carroll. At Boston Play- 
wrights’ Theatre, 949 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Boston (617-358-PLAY), 
through December 19. Curtain is at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday, and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $22; $15 for seniors and 
students. 

@ LA MEIRA: AL COMPAS DEL 


| FLAMENCO. Café Teatro Latino Per- 
| formance Series presents acclaimed 


Flamenco dancer, choreographer, and 
educator Meira Goldberg. At the Jorge 
Hernandez Cultural Center at La Casa 


|* de la Cultura, 85 West Newton Street, 


| 


Boston (617-927-1730), December 17 
Continued on page 20 
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The Perfect Holiday Gift 


Tickets come in a special gift envelope for the holidays! Sentieed ben gage 16 


and 18. Curtain is at 8 p.m.; doors 
4th Annual open at 7 p.m. Tix $20 
@ MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL. 


Jennie Linders’s hit Off Broadway mu- 
sical, which “relyricizes” tunes from the 
’60s and '70s to create a parodic paean 
to a familiar checklist of aprés-40 con- 
cerns of the distaff set, is another critic- 
proof show that nonetheless takes the 
easy way out at every opportunity. 
There’s doubtless a clever musical to be 
written on the subject of menopause, 
but this one is no hot flash. The show 
which brings four disparate middle- 
agers together at the lingerie counter 
of Bloomingdale’s New York, abounds 
in cliché. Still, the Boston cast is zippy, 
and a few of the sight gags are great. 
Just don’t go expecting The Vagina 
Monologues. At the Stuart Street Play- 
house, 200 Stuart Street, Boston (800- 
447-7400), indefinitely. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, at 4 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday. The holiday schedule, in ef- 
fect December 21 through January 2, is 
as follows. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday (with a 2 p.m. 
Wednesday matinee on December 29), 
at 8 p.m. on Friday (December 31 
only), and at 2 and 5 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tix $42.50, $38.25 for seniors and 
“Girls’ Night Out” groups of 10 or 
more; $50 on New Year’s Eve, which 
includes champagne and party favors 
@ NOISES OFF. Sid Friedman directs 
this Boston University School of The 
ater Arts production of Michael Frayn’s 
masterfully calibrated backstage farce, 
which follows a third-rate touring com- 
pany of a British sex farce as it comes 
apart on the road. Faculty members 
Bill Young and Nina Pleasants are in 
the cast. At the Virginia Wimberly The- 
atre in the Stanford Calderwood Pavil- 
ion at the Boston Center for the Arts, 
527 Tremont Street, Boston (617-933- 
8600), through December 19. Curtain 
is at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, 
at 2 and 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $10; $8 for sen- 
iors and BU alumni and students; free 
with BU ID at the door, day of perform- 
ance, subject to availability. 

@ OVATION! Boston-based Chamber 
a Repertory Theatre, which tours the 


COM P Li M E NTARY MOVIE — SRS Bor casi shor stores for student aud 


of classic short stories for student audi- 


ences and others, makes a home stop 
with a program that includes Edgar 
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Allan Poe's The Cask of Amontillado 
and The Black Cat, Saki’s The Open 
Window, Roald Dahl’s Lamb to the 
Slaughter, and O. Henry’s A Retrieved 
Reformation. At John Hancock Hall, 
180 Berkeley Street, Boston (617-542- 
9155), December 17. Curtain is at 
10:30 a.m. Tix $13.95. 

@ THE PROVOK’D WIFE. British di- 
rector Mark Wing-Davey is at the helm 
of this visually striking American 
Repertory staging of Restoration play- 
wright John Vanbrugh’s seldom-re- 
vived 1697 comedy. Deemed at the 
time “rampant and scandalous,” it’s 
about the drunk, disorderly, surly, un- 
couth, and aptly named Sir John Brute 
(played with every scatological nuance 
by the excellent Bill Camp), whose ill 
treatment of his attractive wife of two 
years has led her to the brink of adul- 
tery. The ART tacks on an unnecessary 
prologue (spoken by Remo Airaldi in 
modern dress as a period minuet swirls 
around him) and epilogue. But Van- 
brugh’s play holds up rather well. And 
Wing-Davey’s approach is to knock the 
bawdy work on its back, legs in air, 
with one foot flailing in the mannered, 
less-than-sanitary time of its writing, 
the other in a modern limbo inspired 
by lurid red-light districts, punk-rock 
fashion, and the furniture of Philippe 
Starck. The performances are accom- 
plished, with Effie Johnson’s female 
fop of a Lady Fancyfull, swirling and 
swooning in a series of elaborate 
wraps, plumes, and platform shoes, a 
particular delight. At the Loeb Drama 
Center, 64 Brattle Street, Cambridge 
(617-547-8300), through December 
26. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 
at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday through Thurs- 
day, at 8 p.m. on Friday (December 24 
only), at 2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday (De- 
cember 18 only), and at 2 and 
7:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $12 to $72 

@ RADIO CITY CHRISTMAS SPEC- 
TACULAR. Move over Nutcracker, the 
Rockettes have arrived. This year for 
the first time, the Wang Theatre hosts a 
touring version of the famed Radio 
City holiday entertainment featuring 
the long-legged, high-kicking lovelies 
dancing in such traditional numbers as 
“The Parade of the Wooden Soldiers” 


KEVIN KATE 
SPACEY BOSWORTH 


BEYOND THE SEA 


JOHN BOB 
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[PG 13 
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and “The Living Nativity,” both of 
which have been on the Radio City 
program since 1933, and such relative 
upstarts as ~ 
and “Christmas in New York.” The 
Rockettes do their thing with aplomb, 
but they deserve better than the taped 
music and soulless hoopla with which 
they are surrounded. At the Wang The 
atre, 270 Tremont Street, Boston (800 
447-7400), through December 31. Per 
formance times vary; a complete 
schedule is available at www.wangcen- 
ter.org. Tix $18.50 to $74.50. 

@ SANTALAND DIARIES. Theatre- 
Zone steps up to the plate to provide 
an acerb counterpart to all those 
Christmas Carols in David Sedaris’s 
wicked account of his experiences as a 
discontented elf at Macy’s in Manhat 
tan. Rodney Raftery, whose pertinent 
credits include playing a nutcracker at 
Santaland in the Dedham Mall, plays 
the crumbling Crumpet. At Chelsea 
Theatre Works, 189 Winnisimmet 
Street, Chelsea (617-887-2336), 
through December 26. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday (Friday 
performance December 24 only), at 
8 p.m. (December 18) or 7 p.m. (De- 
cember 25) on Saturday, and at 7 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $18 at the door; $15 in 
advance; $12 at the door, $10 in ad- 
vance on Thursday. Another produc- 
tion is at Barrington Stage Compa- 
ny, where it’s directed by Andrew 
Volkoff and enacted by Obie winner 
David Drake. At the BSC StudioSpace, 
18 Elm Court, Sheffield (413-528 
8888), through December 19. Curtain 
is at 3 p.m. on Friday, at 5 and 8 p.m 
on Saturday, and at 3 and 6 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $16 to $23. 

@ SHEAR MADNESS. The dramatis 
personae of the audience-participation 
whodunit (which is now the longest- 
running non-musical in American the- 
ater history) continue to comb New- 
bury Street for the murderer of a classi- 
cal pianist who lived over the unisex 
hair salon where the show is set. At the 
Charles Playhouse Stage II, 74 Warren- 
ton Street, Boston (617-426-5225), 
indefinitely. Curtain is at 5 and 8 p.m. 
on Tuesday, at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, at 6:30 and 9:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 3 and 7:30 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $34. 

@ SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL. That 
senior citizen of children’s theater and 
early nurturer of Julie Taymor, Boston 
Children’s Theatre, presents the Broad- 
way musical by the Ragtime team of 
Lynn Ahrens and Steven Flaherty that 
conflates several Dr. Seuss stories, 
bringing together Horton the Elephant, 
the Grinch, Gertrude McFuzz, Mayzie 
LaBird, and the Cat in the Hat in an un- 
likely inter-species romance. Patricia 
M. Gleeson directs, with musical direc- 
tion by Jonathan Goldberg. The cast 
ranges in age from 8 to 17. At Suffolk 
University’s C. Walsh Theatre, 55 Tem- 
ple Street, Boston (617-424-6634), 
through December 30. Curtain is at 
2 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday and 
December 27 through 30. Tix $10 to 
$22. 

@ SUPER PUPPET-O-RAMA EX- 
TRAVAGANZA. The undergraduate 
and graduate students of Emerson Col- 
lege’s Puppet Workshop premiere “new 
works for hand puppets, shadow pup- 
pets, and object theater on a variety of 
stages and in an assortment of enter- 
taining forms.” Promised are “a celebri- 
ty poet death match between Edgar 
Allan Poe and Maya Angelou,” “a 
vegan manifesto performed by pigs,” 
“the Donald Rumsfeld Cantastoria,” 
and much, much more. At the Puppet 
Showplace Theater, 32 Station Street, 
Brookline (617-497-9889 or 617-599- 
3250), December 17 and 18. Curtain is 
at 8 p.m. Free and open to the public. 
@ TEA AT FIVE. Kate Mulgrew, a/k/a 
Captain Janeway of Star Trek fame, re- 
turns to the area in her second-best- 
known guise, as Katharine Hepburn in 
Matthew Lombardo’s play, which tunes 
in on La Hepburn at her home in Fen- 
wick, Connecticut, first when the bur- 
geoning movie star has returned home 
after being declared “box-office poison” 
in the 1930s, then in the '80s, when 
the aging, irascible star is recovering 
from injuries incurred in a car accident. 
Mulgrew does an uncanny imperson- 
ation of Hepburn at both stages of her 
life; her performance (which originat- 
ed at Hartford Stage and did a guest 
stint at American Repertory Theatre) is 
what makes the evening worthwhile 
At the Shubert Theatre, 265 Tremont 
Street, Boston (800-447-7400), 
through December 19. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, at 2 


The 12 Days of Christmas” 


and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 1 and 
7 p.m. on Sunday 

@ THEREMIN. Blue Cake Theatre 
Company presents this original work 
investigating the connection between 
Russian inventor Leon Theremin and 
troubled Beach Boy legend Brian Wil- 
son. At the Institute of Contemporary 
Art Theater, 955 Boylston Street, 
Boston (781-643-0277), through De 
cember 18. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Thursday and Friday and at 2 and 
8 p.m. on Saturday. Tix $10; $5 for stu- 
dents with [D. (Sally Cragin’s preview 
is on page 18.) 

@ TOUR DE FORCE! Boston-based 
Chamber Repertory Theatre, which 
mounts touring productions of classic 
short stories for student audiences and 
others, makes a home stop with a pro- 
gram that includes Edgar Allan Poe’s 
The Fall of the House of Usher, Ambrose 
Bierce’s An Occurrence at Owl Creek 
Bridge, Richard Connell’s The Most 
Dangerous Game, Saki’s The Mouse, and 
O. Henry’s The Ransom of Red Chief. At 
John Hancock Hall, 180 Berkeley 
Street, Boston (617-542-9155), De- 
cember 22 and 23. Curtain is at 
10:30 a.m. Tix $13.95. 

@ TRAPS. The new ensemble Under- 
ground Stage performs a little-known 
work by Obie-winning British play- 
wright Caryl Churchill. At the Piano 
Factory, 791 Tremont Avenue, Boston 
(617-931-2787), through December 
19. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday and at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $18; $15 for seniors and 
students. (Iris Fanger’s review is on 
page 16.) 

@ UNDER HER UMBRELLA. The 
young 11:11 Productions, formerly of 
Columbus, Ohio, enters its second 
Boston season with the world premiere 
of house playwright Brian Tuttle’s 
Boston-set drama. Actually, the play is 
set “in a beautiful home bathroom, 
covered in tile and paintings,” where a 
recently divorced woman advocating 
for an arts council and other characters 
“struggle to find a place where they 
feel safe in their own skin.” At the Ac- 
tors Workshop, 327 Summer Street, 
Boston (617-851-8321), through De- 
cember 18. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Fri- 
day and Saturday. Tix $15. 

@ VAGABOND TALES. The interna- 
tionally acclaimed musical troupe Bar- 
rage presents seven violinist/vocalists, 
one drummer, one bass player, one gui- 
tarist, and one percussionist in “an 
eclectic mix of music, song, and dance 
that vividly illustrates the adventures 
of a musical wanderer. The Vagabond’s 
story is one of enlightened freedom, 
self-discovery, and fun.” At the Wilbur 
Theatre, 246 Tremont Street, Boston 
(617-931-2787), through December 
19. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday 
and Friday and at 2 and 7:30 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday. Tix $25.50 to 
$57.50. 

@ WHO’S AFRAID OF THE VIR- 
GIN MARY? The Gold Dust Orphans 
present, for the second year, camp 
provocateur Ryan Landry’s colorful 
orgy of holiday sacrilege. It’s a 
conflation of the Nativity story and 
Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Vir- 
ginia Woolf? In which an embittered 
Joseph (Larry Coen) and bibulous 


Mary (a git Landry in robes 


and rouge), still living in the Bethle- 
hem stable where the BVM gave birth 
these 2000 years ago, entertain the 
young Nick (Chris Loftus) and Honey 
(Scott Martino) Kringle following 
midnight Mass on Christmas Eve. It’s 
surprising how neatly Albee’s frame of 
late-night flirtation and recrimination 
(from which much is borrowed 
wholesale) suits Landry’s oucrageous 
Biblical decoration and material-ver- 
sus-spiritual theme. And the Orphans 
pull off the audacious if bittersweet 
comedy with their characteristic 
cheesy aplomb. At the Ramrod Center 
for the Performing Arts in Machine, 
1256 Boylston Street, Boston (617- 
265-6222), through December 23. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. December 16 
through 18 and December 21 through 
23. Tix $25, cash only. 

@ WHOSE WIFE IS IT ANYWAY? 
This Harvard University student pro- 
duction of British writer Ray Cooney’s 
political sex farce, which centers on a 
government minister trying to suppress 
a sex scandal, describes itself as “Yes, 
Minister meets Fawlty Towers.” At 
Winthrop House Junior Common 
Room, Mill Street, Harvard University 
campus, Cambridge (617-496-2222), 
through December 18. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday. Tix 
$20; $7 for students. 
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SHEAR 
MADNESS 


PA Boston's Hilarious Whodunit 
Now in its 25th smash year! 
Tuesdays - Fridays at 8pm 
Saturdays at 6:30 and 9:30pm 
Sundays at 3 and 7:30pm 
For tickets call: 
617-426-5225 
order online at 
WWW.SHEARMADNESS.COM 
or go to the box office at 
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Charles 
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Warrenton Street in the heart 
of Boston's Theater District 
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vy Ginger Lazarus. 
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Everyone's baby crazy in this 
Fi farcical romp with a stellar cast. 
3 weeks only! 
Thru Dec. 19. Thurs-Sun 
$22/$15. 
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THE DING HO REUNION 


Sanders Theatre 4 25 Years of the Best of Boston Comedy 


Sponsored by WZLX 100.7 FM 
Final 4 Shows Thru Sunday Only! 


All Shows Hosted by Jimmy Tingle 
THIS WEEK: 

Jim Morris (12/16-12/19*) 
Chance Langton (12/16-12/19*) 
Tom Gilmore (12/16 & 12/17) 
Fran Solomita (12/18 & 12/19*) 
Bob Seibel (12/16) 

Martin Olson, on piano (12/16-12/19*) 
and Steven Wright (12/19*) 


plus special surprise guests! 


* Sunday show to Benefit "City of Hope" Cancer Center in 
support of Ding Ho Alumna, Lauren Dombrowski 
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255 Elm St. Davis Sq. Somerville 
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THE STRAND THEATRE 


A collage of classical and contemporary dance, including ballet, Fi 


hip-hop, urban tap, and swing. Paced by a Duke Ellington 


] infused Tchaikovsky score and David Berger orchestrations, the 


9 production sets E.T.A. Hoffman's 19th century holiday fairytale 
in 21st century Boston. 


Friday, Dec 17 at 7:30pm 
Saturday, Dec 18 at 2pm and 7:30pm 
Sunday, Dec 19 at 3:00pm 
Tickets $12 - $29 
Ticketweb 866-468-7619 
or WWW. ticketweb.com 


THE STRAND THEATRE 
543 Columbia Rd, Dorchester, MA 
www. balletrox.org/strand.html 


Boston's “ai half-price, day-of-show ticket outlet in Copley Square, 


Arts Boston 


Visit us online at www.artsboston.org 
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CALL TODAY! 


“Pretty, fun, 
full of surprises. 


SEE IT!” 


—JOYCE KULHAWIK, CH4 


“EXCELLENT! 
BEAUTIFUL! 
INVENTIVE!” 


— THE BOSTON GLOBE 


“A unique beauty” that 


“TOUCHES THE 
HEART.” 


— THE BOSTON HERALD 


Presented by 
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Tickets at the Box Office OR through ysyery 5 
Ticketmaster.com, 617.931.2787 
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Ones and all 


Marcus Schulkind at Green Street 


BY MARCIA B. SIEGEL 


arcus Schulkind’s concerts at 

Green Street Studios last 

weekend comprised eight 
solo dances and lasted about an 
hour. The evening was satisfying in 
a way that eludes discussion. Once 
you note that the room was full of 


terrific dancers, luscious movement, 


thoughtful choreography, and real 
music, you just want to go away by 
yourself and savor it all. 

Marcus Schulkind’s dance has 
radiated out into the world 
through his former students and 
dancers, some of whom returned 
to perform in this concert. Schul- 
kind gave up his own company 


nearly four years ago, but he hasn’t 


abandoned dance. He continues to 
teach at Green Street, where he’s a 
founding member, and he spear- 
headed the efforts to secure the 
Studios’ space in Central Square. 
He dedicated the solo concert, a 
benefit for the Studios, to “Friends 
Remembered and Gone,” another 
gesture of his continuing commit- 
ment to:'the community. 
Sthulkind’s movement style 
comes across as a modern descen- 
dant.of modern dance. His work 


seems to fuse the lyrical humanism 
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of the Doris Humphrey—José Limon 
branch of the family with the 
fevered expressionism of the 
Martha Grahams. And there’s more 
than a little ballet added to the 
blend. Looking at the miniatures 
on this program, you’re exquisitely 
conscious of the dancers’ physicali- 
ty, not just their muscles or their 
shapes but the way the movement 
is making them feel. Or perhaps 
the way their feeling makes the 
movement. 

Schulkind’s expressiveness 
seemed most fully built up when 
Lorraine Chapman danced Let By- 
gones Be (2002), which he dedicat- 
ed to his father. The music was the 
second movement of Dvorak’s 
Piano Quintet, a romantic selection 
with sudden excursions into folk- 
dance rhythms. Chapman (who 
gives a concert of her own work this 
weekend at Green Street) began 
with some classroom stuff: tendu 
port de bras, high battements to the 
side, turns, lunges. But just when 
her movement seemed to settle into 
something academically familiar, it 
would twist or curl into another di- 
rection, or slide way beyond its ex- 
pected finishing point. Every new 
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LET BYGONES BE: Every new development of 
Lorraine Chapman’s movement passed into an- 
other without hesitation. 


development passed into another 
without hesitation. 

The folk-dance music led her 
into fast beats, hops, skips, and 
jetés. As the music returned to its 


‘A’ theme, Chapman seemed to be- 


come distracted by some intricate 
gestures her hands and fingers 
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were making. There 
were more big move- 
ments, and a strange 
moment when she 
seemed to be stuck to 
the floor, possibly 
caught between the 
opposing strands of 
the music. Then she 
released into space 
again as the music 
ended. 

In Courting the 
Hippogriff, 
Schulkind’s new 
work, Elizabeth Wa 
terhouse danced to 
the Rondo from 
Beethoven’s Opus 28 
(“Pastoral”) Piano 
Sonata. She swooped 
and whirled, really 
free in the space, in a 
little essay I thought 
of as a ballet with 
surprises. Water- 
house, who gives a 
three-dimensional 
amplitude to the 
straightest balletic 
line, will join William 
Forsythe’s new com 
pany in Germany 
after the first of the 
year. 

Ruth Shiman-Hack- 
ett reprised the 1996 Slanting Sun, 
which is set to Brahms’s Intermezzo 
Opus 117 No. 1. With plush sculp- 
tural scoops and deep sideways 
steps and very slow stretches aimed 
into the distance, she matched the 
music’s barely remembered waltz. 

There were old favorite 
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Schulkind pieces, with references 
to the songs that accompanied 
them. In an excerpt from Through 
a Glass Darkly (1992), Clarence 
Brooks reached out and strained 
backward, took a few steps or 
turns and then hovered on his 
toes. He seemed pressed from out 
side himself into a state of insta- 
bility, to the Paul Simon song “I’m 
All Right.” Nicole Pierce labored 
and stood firmly, then rolled away 
on the floor (“Brother, Can You 
Spare a Dime”) in a dance from 
Triptych (1989). 

Kate Digby slowly reached and 
turned, slapped the floor, and 
tipped way back on her knees in 
Job (1977), to Randy Newman’s 
bitterly ironic “God’s Song (That’s 
Why I Love Mankind).” Jeanine 
Durning seemed to be a girl at a 
party very long ago in Cradle Song 
(1994), to Gottschalk. 

Collectively, these older dances 
conveyed a sensibility burdened 
with cares but strong enough to ac 
cept them. New York choreogra 
pher Jeanine Durning seemed 
more resistant, tighter, spikier, in 
her own dance from 1998, Dissolve 
(Gorecki). Drawn repeatedly into a 
vortex of her own spinning and cir 
cular running patterns, she 
stretched into archaic-looking pos- 
tures, seemed to be trying to 
scratch off her own skin, muttered 
some words with her mouth cov- 
ered. Bent almost double, she 
reached forward so far she almost 
toppled; then she walked off on 
her toes. I thought of her as a 
teller of unspeakable tales — past 
or future. Si 
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PERFORMANCE 


@ THURSDAY 16 

BOSTON BALLET presents The 
Nutcracker Thurs.-Fri. at 7:30 p.m., 
Sat. at 2 and 7:30 p.m., Sun. at 1 and 
5:30 p.m., and Tues.-Thurs. at 2 and 
7:30 p.m. at the Colonial Theatre, 
106 Boylston St., Boston. Tickets 
$25-$100; (617) 931-2787 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THEATRE 
presents The Nutcracker Thurs.-Fri. at 
30 p.m., Sat. at 2 and 7:30 p.m., 
Sun. at 2 and 6 p.m., and Wed. and 
next Thurs. at 6 p.m. at the Sanctuary 
Theatre, 400 Harvard St., Cambridge 
$ 354-7467 


Tickets $15-$35; (617 


@ FRIDAY 17 

BALLETROX presents its Urban 
Nutcracker Fri. at 7:30 p.m., Sat. at 2 
and 7:30 p.m., and Sun. at 3 p.m. at 
the Strand Theatre, 543 Columbia Rd., 
Dorchester. Tickets $12-$27; (617) 
635-1409 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE 
ENSEMBLE presents A Dancer’s 
Christmas Fri. at 8 p.m., Sat. at 2 and 
8 p.m., and Sun. at 2 p.m. at Boston 
College, Robsham Theater Arts Center, 
Comm. Ave., Chestnut Hill. Tickets 
$25, $15 for children, seniors; (617) 
552-4002 

LA MEIRA presents a flamenco pro 
rary ‘ 


Fri.-Sat. at 8 p.m. at the Jorge 











m 





nandez Cultural Center, 85 West 





Newton St.. Boston. Tickets $20: (617 
927-1730 

LORRAINE CHAPMAN: THE COM- 
PANY performs Fri.-Sat. at 8 p.m. at 
Green Street Studios, 185 Green St 
Cambridge. Tickets $20, $17.50 for 
students; (617) 864-3191 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET 


THEATRE. See listing for Thurs 


@ SATURDAY 18 

“12 DANCERS’ DANCING: 
A CHRISTMAS IN CAMBRIDGE” 
is Sat. at 8 p.m. and Sun. at 7 p.m 
at the Dance Complex, 536 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $15; 
(617) 515-1276 

ARMANDO ORZUZA presents 
“Tango Back Stage” at 8 p.m. at the 
VFW Mount Auburn Post, 688 Huron 
Ave Cambridge. Tickets $15 617 
699-OCHO 

BALLETROX. See listing for Fri 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE EN- 
SEMBLE. See listing for Fri 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 
ATRE. See listing for Thurs 

LA MEIRA. See listing for Fri 
LORRAINE CHAPMAN: THE COM- 
PANY. See listing for Fri 


M@ SUNDAY 19 

BALLETROX. See listing for Fri 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs 


BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE EN- 
SEMBLE. See listing for Fri 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 
ATRE. See listing for Thurs 

“32 DANCERS DANCING: 
A CHRISTMAS IN CAMBRIDGE.” 
See listing for Sat 


@ TUESDAY 21 
BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs 


@ WEDNESDAY 22 

BOSTON BALLET. See listing for 
Thurs 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET 
THEATRE. See listing for Thurs 


@ THURSDAY 23 
BOSTON BALLET. See list 
ing for previous Thur 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET 
THEATRE. See listing for 


previous Thurs 


PARTICIPATORY 


@ THURSDAY 16 
GREEK FOLK DANCE is at 


7 p.m. at the Greek Ortho 
dox Church of the Virgin 
Mary 29 Centr Ct 

Somervil Fre 617) 625 


MILONGA LA PORTENA is 





at 8:30 p.m the Brookline 
Communit Center for the 
Arts, 14 Green okline 
Tickets $10; (617) 738-2800 


NEW ENGLAND CON- BALLETROX presents its Urban Nutcrack- 
er Friday through Sunday at the Strand 


TRAS AND SQUARES is at 





Lorraine Chapman 


In transition 


Lorraine Chapman at 
Green Street Studios 


by Iris Fanger 


mong local dance fans, Lorraine Chapman is a performer 

best known for Let Bygones Be, the eloquent solo created 
for her by Marcus Schulkind. (She did it last weekend at his 
Green Street Studios concerts; Marcia Siegel’s review is on 
page 23.) But now, she’s embarked on a career as a choreog- 
rapher, garnering commissions from other troupes and mak- 
ing works for the recently incorporated Lorraine Chapman: 
The Company, which will be performing at Green Street this 
weekend. 

Chapman "hasn't wanted to do anything but dance” since 
the age of six, when she began studying with Frances Kotelly 
in Arlington. By age 11, she was moonlighting at Boston Ballet 
several times a week, graduating into Sam Kurkjian’s classes 
and company at age 14. “Even high school was a problem be- 
cause all | wanted to do was dance,” she says, so she trans- 
ferred to the Royal Ballet of Winnipeg School because it of- 
fered both dance and high-school classes. By 18, she had be- 
come a professional ballet dancer in Canada. She transferred 
to New York to dance with Eliot Feld’s company but says, “I 
wasn't happy there.” 

On her return to Boston, she met Amy Spencer and Richard 
Colton; she danced in their works and those of Schulkind and 
Diane Arvanites-Noya. In 1995, she began to participate in 
the Dance Complex’s series of shared-choreographers’ con- 
certs; later, she teamed up with Perla Joy Furr and Carol 
Somers in the Choreographers Group. After a year in Seattle, 


Hampshire St., Cambridge. Tick 
ets $12 before 9 p.m.; $8 after 
9 p.m.; (617) 876-9330 


@ FRIDAY 17 

BALKAN DANCE is at 
7:30 p.m. at Scalzi School of 
Dance, 101 Bigelow Ave., Water 
town. Tickets $8; (617) 840 
2362 

DANCE OF UNIVERSAL 
PEACE is at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Cambridge Friends Meeti 


House, 5 Longfellow Park, Cam 
bridge. Suggested donation $6 
$10; (617) 491-8694 


DOUBLE DANCE: ENGLISH 
COUNTRY DANCING AND 
CONTRADANCING is at 7 p.m 
at St. John’s Methodist Church 
80 Mount Auburn St., Water 
town. Suggested donation $¢ 


HAVANA CLUB SALSA is at 


8 P m. at the oa ee Theatre 8 ~ it the +e a 

Auburn Post, 688 Huron Ave , nity Center for the Art 4 Gree! 

Cambridge. Tickets $6; (781 St., Brookline. Tickets $10; (617 
738-2800 


662-6710 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 
8 p.m. with a beginners’ dance at 
7:30 p.m. at the Universalist Church 
211 Bridge St., Salem. Tickets $3 


978) 745-2229 
TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA ANI 8 p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 55 Bishop 
MERENGUE DANCE is at 8 p 


yies €azZZ Clul second floor) 


HAVANA CLUB SALSA PARTY is at 


at Allen Dr., Cambridge. Tickets $10 


212 (617) 312-5550 
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where she was chosen to perform at the city’s premier modern- 
dance space, she came back to Boston but almost gave up on 
choreographing: “It was so hard.” The prize of a 2002 Choreo- 
graphic Fellowship at the Yard on Martha's Vineyard changed 


her mind: “| thought if | got picked for this, | shouldn't stop.’ 


’ 


Since then, she’s received commissions from the Alberta Bal- 
let, the Commonwealth Ballet, and the early-music group Vox 
Consort plus one of the 2004 Choreography Fellowships from 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council. 

Her concerts this weekend will include portions of the work 
she made for the young dancers of the Commonwealth Ballet, 
several segments of her choreography for Bach's St. John Pas- 
sion (this will be premiered in its entirety in March), and two 
new works, / Love Horse Feathers, which is based on the Marx 
Brothers’ film, and Exquisite Corpses, which she did in collab- 
oration with local theater director David R Gammons. ‘Chap- 
man will dance in Horse Feathers with her friend Mucuy 
Bolles, who’s currently appearing in The Lion King at the 
Opera House. (He's taking personal days to appear with Chap- 
man.) Another guest artist is Elizabeth Waterhouse, from Bal- 


lett Frankfurt. 


Chapman, who turns 37 next month, says, “I’m trying to be- 
come more of a choreographer, less of a dancer. I’m getting 
more with the role, whatever it is.” Although her MCC grant is 
funding the Green Street weekend, it was, she points out, “so 
little money. If | had $20,000, I'd be doing a different concert 
in a larger space. Where you present makes a difference in 
what the work looks like. I’m really lucky with my dancers, but 
they have to work every day, and sometimes we can rehearse 
only once a week. To really develop work takes time. Like me, 
the local folks with no money, we do the best we can.” 

Lorraine Chapman: The Company performs this Friday and 
Saturday, December 17 and 18, at Green Street Studios, 185 
Green Street in Central Square. Tickets are $20, or $17.50 for 
students and Dance Alliance members; call (617) 864-3191 


or (781) 258-1631. 





INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE is 
at 8 p.m. at Park Avenue Congrega- 
tional Church, 50 Paul Revere Rd., Ar- 
lington. Tickets $7, $4 for students; 
(781) 662-7475 

SANGRIA AND SALSA is at 6 p.m. 
at Sophia’s, 1270 Boylston St., Boston 
Tickets $10; (617) 351-7001 
SUPERSHAG DANCE PARTY is 
from 9 p.m. to midnight at SuperShag 
Mega Dance Complex, 406 Moody St., 
Waltham. Tickets $12; (781) 894 
7424 


M@ SATURDAY 18 
CHRISTMAS BALLROOM DANCE 
s at 8:30 p.m. at Phillips Congrega 
tional Church Hall, 111 Mount 
Auburn St., Watertown. Tickets $12; 
508) 875-1007 

GAY AND LESBIAN CONTRA 
DANCE is from 7:30 to 11 p.m. at the 


First Unitarian Universalist Church, 


Centre and Eliot Sts., Jamaica Plain 
Tickets $6, $5 before 8 p.m.; (617) 
599 I1¢ 


LA MILONGA TANGO DANCE 
PARTY is at 9 p.m. at the VFW Mount 
Auburn Post, 688 Huron Ave., Cam 
bridge. Tickets $15; (617) 699-OCHO. 
NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES COUPLES DANCE is at 





LA MEIRA: performs Friday and 
Saturday at the Jorge Herndndez 
Cultural Center. 


8 p.m. at the Scout House, 74 Walden 
St., Concord. Tickets $8; (617) 547- 
7781 

NOCHE DE LA SALSA is at 9:30 p.m 
at the Brookline Community Center for 
the Arts, 14 Green St., Brookline. Tick- 
ets $10; (617) 738-2800 

RYLES DANCE HALL with Latin, 
swing, and tango sounds with DJ Chris 
Johnston is at 9 p.m. at Ryles Jazz Club 
(second floor), 212 Hampshire St., 
Cambridge. Tickets $12; (617) 876 
9330 


@ SUNDAY 19 

EAST COAST SWING AND TWO- 
STEP is at 7 p.m. at Ashland Country 
Dance Hall, 162 West Union St., Ash 
land. Tickets $4-$8; (508) 435-0950 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING 
is from 8 to 11 p.m. at MIT, Sala de 
Puerto Rico, Stratton Student Center 
(second floor), 84 Mass. Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $1; (617) 253-3655 
ISRAELI FOLK DANCING is at 
8 p.m. at Harvard-Radcliffe Hillel, 52 
Mount Auburn St., Cambridge. Tickets 
$3, $2 for students; (617) 484-3267 
MAMBO/SALSA CLUB with music 
by Mackie Burnette and DJ O’Bruno is 
at 1 p.m. at the Middle East, 480 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $15, $12 for 
students; (617) 524-2763 

LA MILONGUITA: ARGENTINE 
TANGO DANCE is at 7 p.m. (lesson) 
and 9 p.m. (dance) at the Brazilian Cul- 
tural Center, 310 Webster Ave., Cam 
bridge. Tickets $10; (413) 585-9695 
SAMBA SUNDAY is at 7 p.m. at the 
Brookline Community Center for the 
Arts, 14 Green St., Brookline. Tickets 
$10; (617) 738-2800 

WEPA SALSA SUNDAY DANCE is 
from 8 p.m. to midnight at 179 South 
St. (sixth floor), Boston. Tickets $10; 
(617) 388-0925. 


@ MONDAY 20 
BULGARIAN/BALKAN DANCING is 
at 7:30 p.m. at Green Street Dance Stu- 
dios, 185 Green St., Cambridge. Tick- 
ets $12; (617) 840-2362. 

HAVANA CLUB MAMBO MONDAY 
SALSA DANCE is at 9:30 p.m. at 
Green Street Grill, 280 Green St., Cam- 
bridge. Tickets $8; (617) 312-5550 
HAVANA CLUB SALSA is at 9 p.m. at 
Ryles Jazz Club (second floor), 212 
Hampshire St., Cambridge. Tickets 
$10; (617) 312-5550 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCE is from 8 p.m 
to midnight at Temple Kehillath Israel, 
384 Harvard Ave., Brookline. Tickets 
$4, $3 for students; (617) 484-4282 
NEW ENGLAND SQUARES AND 
CONTRAS features music by Yankee 
Ingenuity at 7:30 p.m. at the Scout 
House, 74 Walden St., Concord. Tickets 
$7; (781) 272-0396. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 
7:45 p.m. at Springstep, 98 George P. 
Hassett Dr., Medford. Tickets $7, $4 for 
students; (617) 661-5899. 

SWING ARLINGTON is at 9 p.m 
(with lessons at 6:45 and 7:45 p.m.) at 
Elks Dance Hall, 56 Pond Lane, Arling- 
ton. Tickets $10 before 9 p.m., $6 
after; (617) 623-3134. 


@ TUESDAY 21 

BALKAN DANCE is at 8:30 p.m. at 
Sava Serbian Orthodox Church, 33 
West Water St., Wakefield. Tickets $7; 
(781) 246-9663. 


@ WEDNESDAY 22 
ARGENTINE TANGO DANCE is at 
7:30 p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 55 Bishop 
Allen Dr., Cambridge. Tickets $5; 
(617) 270-4994. 

DANCE FREEDOM is a smoke- and 
alcohol-free barefoot dance at 
7:30 p.m. at the First Congregational 
Church, 11 Garden St., Cambridge 
Tickets $6; (978) 369-7522. 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE is 
from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. at Park Av- 
enue Congregational Church, 50 
Paul Revere Rd., Arlington Heights 
Tickets $8, $3 for students; (781) 
662-6710 

ISRAELI DANCE is at 7 p.m. at 
MIT, Lobby of Building 13, 77 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Suggested dona- 
tion $1; (617) 253-3655 

SALSA BOSTON DANCE is from 
10 p.m. to 2 a.m. at Sophia’s, 1270 
Boylston St., Boston. Lessons at 
9 p.m. Tickets $10, $2 for lesson; 
(617) 513-7001 

TANGO BREAK is at 8:30 p.m. at 
the VFW Mount Auburn Post, 688 
Huron Ave., Cambridge. Tickets $5; 
(617) 699-6246 


@ THURSDAY 23 

GREEK FOLK DANCE. See listing 
for previous Thurs 

MILONGA LA PORTENA. See list 
ing for previous Thurs 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES. See listing for previous 
Thurs 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE. 
See listing for previous Thurs 
TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA 
AND MERENGUE DANCE. See 
listing for previous Thurs 
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Urban altars 


Phil Bergerson’s American eye, plus 
‘Multiple Delight; at Bernard Toale 


__BY CHRISTOPHER MILLIS — 


“Phil Bergerson: 
New Works” and 
“Multiple Delight” 


At the Bernard Toale Gallery, 450 Harrison 
Avenue, Boston, through December 24. 


vites misreading the way mar- 

tinis invite olives and bull’s- 
eyes invite arrows. I can think of at 
least a dozen ways off the top of my 
head in which Bergerson’s show at 
the Bernard Toale Gallery encour- 
ages quick understanding and fast 
responses that upon reflection turn 
inside out. His work is pretty (the 
C-prints are color-drenched), senti- 
mental (he draws on familiar sym- 
bols and icons), simple (his tech- 
nique is unembellished), and docu- 
mentary (the scenes are pho- 
tographed as he found them). It’s 
true that his “New Works” (taken 
from his Shards of America, which is 
handsomely published by Quantuck 
Lane Press) depict richly hued, cul- 
turally charged, straightforward 
and unretouched moments of the 
current American landscape. And 
those features provide the rhythm 
and rhyme of Bergerson’s visual po- 
etry, but they do not explain the 
force of his lyric charge. In fact, 
they might even disguise it. 

Shards of America could perhaps 
more tellingly have been called 
“American Altars” — Bergerson’s 
capturing of road signs and adver- 
tisements, graffiti and post-Septem- 
ber 11 storefronts in Manhattan is 
about understanding and ultimately 
honoring the typically warped, 
often perverted and invariably 
heartfelt ways in which Americans 
put on public display their beliefs 
and terrors and wants and needs. 
Like the carefully laced shoes of the 
porn star who’s on his way to his 
niece’s bat mitzvah, it’s that most 
peculiar and riveting intersection 
where the outrageous and empty 
meets the nostalgic and fulfilling. 

Consider the storefront window 
of New York, New York, October 
2001. A New York Post front page 
showing a “Wanted Dead or Alive” 
poster with Osama bin Laden’s pic- 
ture has been taped to the glass of a 
low-end furniture store. (Plastic- 
covered mattresses and a dinette-set 
chair crowd the area behind the 
glass.) It competes with five other 
images for the attention of passers- 
by: two American flags, a notary- 
public placard, a New York Post 
tossed on a crate whose headline 
reads “Terror Cells Alive,’ ” and, in 
the lower right corner, a large 
Christmas card showing the Holy 
Family, complete with wise men, 
shepherds, and angel levitating 
above a brightly lit manger. 

At one level, the photograph is a 
study in raw bad taste: nothing is 
attractive or crafted or original. 
But at another level, the accumu- 
lation of detritus constitutes a 
most human, contradictory plea as 


e hotographer Phil Bergerson in- 


love of country (the two flags), 
solid citizenship (the notary public 
who owns a small business), and 
piety (the mercilessly banal 
créche) are channeled into fear 
and revenge (the tabloids and the 
bin Laden poster). If you’re still 
puzzling over George Bush’s re- 
election, it’s all there. 

I am ordinarily offended by (or 
contemptuous of) art that deliber- 
ately straddles convictions, those 
cagey marketing types who create 
send-ups that also read as homages 
— Jeff Koons, Bruce Springsteen, 
John Ashbery. And I can imagine 
that same criticism being leveled at 
Phil Bergerson. After all, doesn’t his 
magazine-stand portrait New York 
(Greenwich Village), New York, July 
2001, with its softcore porn decorat- 
ing the shelves above the salacious 
headlines of the tabloids below like 
musclebound seraphim, do just that 
sort of duplicitous balancing? Isn't 
the photo appealing simultaneously 
to bourgeois sexual renegades and 
to red America? Isn’t the chipped 
and fading outline of the Statue of 
Liberty on the dilapidated building 
front in Winona, Mississippi, 1998 a 


similarly astute way of appealing to 
all political persuasions? 

In a word, no. The sharp ironies 
and pitched ambiguities of Berger- 
son’s photographs aren’t ambivalent 
or wishy-washy or compromised, 
they’re complex. There’s a strange 
and disturbing relationship between 
the steroidal narcissism of the gay- 
magazine covers and the tabloid 
headlines below, “Custody wars” and 
“War Chant.” Bergerson is making a 
connection between the sexual dis- 
play of the magazine covers and the 
aggression of the headlines, between 
the personal and the public, between 
frivolity and gravity. Aren’t the mod- 
els’ bodies a kind of uniform? The 
appeal of Bergerson’s photo turns out 
to be neither conservative nor liberal, 
gay nor straight. If there’s an appeal 
to a foreknown constituency, then it 





NEW YORK, NEW YORK (GREENWICH VILLAGE) JULY, 
2001: Bergerson makes connections between what 
ought to be antithetical, like glamor and brutality. 








NEW YORK, NEW YORK, OCTOBER 2001 I: in Bergerson’s image, love of country, solid citizenship, and piety 
are channeled into fear and revenge. 





of patriotism. 


is to those who are willing to make 

connections between what ought to 
be antithetical, pleasure and death, 

glamor and brutality. 

The idea of altar — the sacrosanct, 
miniature stage where sacrifice meets 
worship, where mortality and eterni- 
ty get resolved — describes not just 
the spirit of Bergerson’s photographs 
but also their architecture. Events 
take place on ornate, ritualistic 
ledges throughout this exhibit; altars 
abound — magazine stands, store 
windows, tabletops, bar counters. 
Planes meet at right angles, and on 
their flooring, miracles are intimated, 
transformations occur. 

Another photograph that goes by 
the title New York, New York, Octo- 
ber 2001 depicts a Marilyn Monroe 
doll standing on a red satin rise and 
wearing an American flag for a skirt 





NEW YORK, NEW YORK, OCTOBER 2001 II: 
Marilyn Monroe’s false modesty is recast as an act 





and a Statue of Liberty crown. The 
doll is positioned against a back- 
drop of the Stars and Stripes, and 
her hands appear to be trying to 
hold her skirt down, an allusion to 
the famous Seven Year Itch publicity 
photo. In what’s a ’50s prototype of 
Janet Jackson’s bared breast, Mon- 
roe’s false modesty has been recast 
as an act of patriotism. Only in 
America. That is, only among the 
class-denying, the monarch-de- 
prived, and the celebrity-starved 
could the grief following September 
11 find expression in a starlet’s 
transparently phony embarrass- 
ment. Monroe the woman winked 
when her skirt flew up and made us 
all a part of her naughtiness; Mon- 
roe the doll keeps her skirt down to 
honor the fatherland. Our virginity 
was taken when the Twin Towers 
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fell, and we want it back. 

A generosity of spirit runs 
through Shards of America; for all 
the absurdity of the images — the 
blonde bombshell outlined in neon 
tubing on a Los Angeles billboard, 
the leafless tree whose 11 thin 
branches have been bracketed to a 
fence — there’s never ridicule. In- 
stead, we get sympathy and an 
unflinching willingness to look at 
and dwell on our most public dis- 
plays of grief and desire, our unmit- 
igated vulnerability. 


A DIFFERENT SPIRIT — sharp 
and playful but often less driven by 
conviction — marks the other ex- 
hibit at the Bernard Toale Gallery. 
“Multiple Delight” brings together 
the work of two dozen artists, in- 
ternational luminaries like Claes 
Oldenburg, Kiki Smith, and William 
Wegman, as well as lesser-known 
talents, whose imagery has in com- 
mon repeated patterning. But wait, 
there’s more. Not only is there mul- 
tiplicity in the forms of the art- 
work, there’s multiplicity in their 
production. Much of what’s in 
“Multiple Delight” issues from big, 
unsigned editions, editions so big 
the show can accommodate almost 
everybody’s holiday budget. You 
can pick up a Claes Oldenburg 
N.Y.C. Pretzel (cardboard, 7x7, 
unlimited edition) for $50 or a 
William Wegman scarf (guess what 
image it sports) for $250 (silk, 
36x36, edition of 350). For those 
of you looking to stuff something 
down my stocking, so to speak, I’d 
be just as happy with one of Julia 
Featheringill’s flipbooks for $35 
(inkjet- or offset-printed, unlimited 
editions). In one, toast pops up 
from a toaster; in another, laundry 
spins. Who could want more? a 




















galleries 


Admission to the following galleries is 


free tk noted. In addition 


to the hours listed here, many galleries 


Galleries are 





ire open by appointment 
Boston, except where indicated oth 
wise. Galleries with photo exhibitions 


listed under Photography 


NEWBURY STREET 
BACK BAY 
ACME FINE ART (617-585-9551), 38 
Newbury St Boston Tues.-Sat 
p.m. Through Dec. 23 
Teachers and Students 
ALIANZA GALLERY (617-262-2385), 
54 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “The Accessories 
Show, The Jewelry Show 
ALPHA GALLERY (617-536-4465), 14 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m 
Through Jan. 5: “Scott Prior: Paintings.” 
ARDEN GALLERY (617-247-0610), 
129 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 30 
Joanne Mattera: New Works.” 


Prayers).” Through Feb. 2: “Sets 
CASSAVA BOBA LOUNGE (617 
266-5397), Call for hours. Through 


Dec. 31: work by Teal Sallen 

CHASE GALLERY (617-859-7222), 
129 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
‘Steve Hollinger: Borrowed Time.” 
CHILDS GALLERY (617-266-1108), 
169 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri 
9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Mon., Sat., 10 a.m 
> p.m. Through Jan “Les Petits 
Tableaux”; “We Like It So Much 
Prints”; “Boston Scenes.” 

ECLIPSE GALLERY (617-247-6730), 
164 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 31 
Michael Harlan Domina: Man2Man.” 
FRENCH LIBRARY AND CULTUR- 
AL CENTER (617-912-0400), 53 
Marlborough St., Boston. Tues.-Thurs., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 10 a.m 
5 p.m. Through Jan. 4: “Portraits by 
Susan Stone.” 

GALLERY NAGA (617-267-9060), 67 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 18: 
‘George Nick: New Paintings.” 
HALEY & STEELE (617-536-6339), 
91 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 


HARCUS GALLERY (617-451-3221) 


6 Melrose St., Boston. Call for hours 
Ongoing: Boston Group Artists show 
INTERNATIONAL POSTER 


GALLERY (617-375-0076), 205 New 

bury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m 

6 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m. Through 
Jan. 31: “Naughty and Nice.’ 

JUDI ROTENBERG GALLERY (617 
437-1518), 130 Newbury St., Boston 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through 
Dec. 30: “Fresh from Providence: An 
thony Falcetta and Dave Cole 

JUDY ANN GOLDMAN FINE ART 
(617-424-8468), 14 Newbury St., 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 9: “Jill Slosburg-Acker 

man: Sculpture and Drawing.” 

JUST AFRICA GALLERY (617-536 
1648), 201 Newbury St., Boston 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon 
5 p.m. Ongoing: contemporary stone 
sculptures by major and emerging 
artists from Zimbabwe, with works by 
Henry Munyaradzi and Gladman 
Zinyeka 

KELLY BARRETTE FINE ART (617- 
266-2475), 129 Newbury St., Boston 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-S p.m.; Sun., 1- 
5 p.m. Ongoing: revolving exhibit fea- 
turing works by Lisa Houck, Nancy 





























BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY 
(617-262-4490), 10 Newbury St., 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Through Dec. 22: “Annual AIDS Benefit 


Exhibition (Anything But Paper Crocker 






Gallery gal 


Art Attack hits Somerville 
by Melissa Ostrow 









n the local art scene, no space goes vacant 
for long. When Kate Ledogar closed her 
Gallery 108 on Beacon Street in Somerville 

last June to pursue her own painting and 
fiction, it wasn't long before another young art 
entrepreneur declared the location the home of 
her dreams. Heather Somershein, a 2000 Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania graduate in drawing 
and painting, got into the gallery business 
even before she graduated, when she was 
picked by the Associated Artists of Pittsburgh 
to open a retail art space with a $100,000 
grant; the experience, she says, “allowed me 
to know that | could do it myself.” Still, she 
didn't want to become another “starving artist 
statistic,” so she took a job at the Wentworth 
Gallery in the King of Prussia mall near where 
she grew up in suburban Philadelphia. Within 
the first year, she had been recognized as the 
top sales person out of all 31 stores in the 
Wentworth chain and had put on her own suc- 
cessful show. Before long, she was working the 
chain’s New York store; then she came to 
Boston as gallery director, and she traveled all 
over the country mounting Wentworth’s Peter 
Max exhibits. 

But she had always dreamed of owning her 
own business, and in September, she decided 
it was time to go out on her own. She had 
been business-savvy since her days of standing 
on a phonebook to sell jewelry in her mother’s 
jewelry store, and she'd been collecting artists’ 
business cards at trade shows since she was 
15. “| decided the worst-case scenario was 
that | would go into debt. The best thing that 
could happen to me was that | was going to 
pursue a dream for myself, and if | was suc- 
cessful, then | would be incredibly happy and | 
would be doing a job that | could do for the 
rest of my life.” 

When Somershein walked into 108 Beacon 
Street, she knew she’d found the place; she 
signed the lease, contacted artists and began 
her job as janitor, merchandiser, curator, and 
Web-site designer for the new gallery. Within a 
month, she had sold her first piece, a Moroc- 
can goatskin lamp. 

Art Attack mixes fine art, fashion, crafts, 
and furniture, and Somershein wants it to be a 
place where everyone feels welcome, even ca- 
nines (a sign on the steps reads: “It’s a doggie 
watering hole.”) People “could be running by 
in their jogging shorts and come in. | don't re- 
ally care. It is not a formal affair to look at art. 
You just have to enjoy looking at it.” Her goal 
is to make art fun and accessible, as well as 
affordable, with prices ranging from $4 to 


















































10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: 
Portfolio: Works That Changed Ameri- 
ca.” Through Jan. 8: work by Ronalee 






“The Paul Revere | Wagner, and others 


Heather Somershein 




























$3500. “! want ‘Wow!’ to be in everyone’s vo- 
cabulary when they come in here.” 

Art Attack’s red-and-white walls with purple 
trim are the background to a diverse display, 
from landscapes made with cut-and-shaped 
hand-dyed scarves to watercolor portraits and 
street scenes of photographic precision to 
kitschy lacquered mirrors and clocks. In one 
corner, a big yellow vintage velour chair holds 
delicate, individualized '30s-style embroidered 
purses. The 450-square-foot space is dotted 
with Art Deco lacquered tables, Moroccan 
lamps, and glass cases filled with everything 
from delicate antique jewelry to modern 
chunkier styles. Tall glass and chrome shelves 
and simple wood blocks hold hand-blown 
Venetian glass vases and molded bronze sculp- 
tures. The result is a uncramped, funky display 
of art. 

What's more, Somershein has designed Art 
Attack so that she can mount solo shows. 
Through January 14, the gallery is featuring 
graffiti artist Caleb Sonik’s large murals in “Ex- 
terior Goes Interior.” And from January 25 to 
March 11, Somershein will display work by the 
Boston-based landscape artist Anthony 
Petchkis. 

Art Attack, at 108 Beacon Street in 
Somerville, is open Tuesday through Sunday 
from noon to 6 p.m.; call (617) 441-3833, or 
visit www.ArtAttack 108.com. a 
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KIDDER SMITH GALLERY (617- 
424-6900), 131 Newbury St., Boston 
Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through 





Jan. 15: new work by Morgan Carver 
LATTITUDE GALLERY (617-92 
4400), 218 Newbury St., Boston 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Great Gifts, 
Small Packages.” 

MARTIN LAWRENCE GALLERIES 
(617-360-4800), 77 Newbury St., 
Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; 
Sun., 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Ongoing: works 
by Picasso, Chagall, Warhol, Lichten 
stein, and more 

MPG CONTEMPORARY (617-357 
8881), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 315, 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 
Sun.-Mon., 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 21 
“Prints and Drawings.” 

NIELSEN GALLERY (617-266 
4835), 179 Newbury St., Boston 
Wed.-Fri., 10 a.m.-S p.m. Through 
Jan, 22: “Jake Berthot: A Survey Exhi- 
bition 1968-Present.” 

PEPPER GALLERY (617-236-4497) 
38 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 23: “Tabitha Vevers 
Miniatures.” 
RICHARDSON-CLARKE GALLERY 
(617-266-3321), 38 Newbury St., 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 
11 am.-5 p.m. Ongoing: American & 
European 19th & 20th Century Paintings 
& Drawings. 

ST. GEORGE GALLERY (617-424- 
0024), 162 Boylston St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 30: recent paint- 
ings by William St. George; “Judy St. 
Peter: Cape Cod”; work by Sandra 
Mueller-Dick, Anne Grandin, Christina 
Keating. 

SUSAN SARGENT INTERIORS 
(617-262-2226), 132 Newbury St., 
Boston. Mon.-Tues., 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
Wed.-Sat., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
6 p.m. Through Jan. 3: “Lisa Jouck 
New Oil on Wood Paintings.” 
THOMAS KINKADE NEWBURY 
STREET GALLERY (866-639-2879), 
221 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m. Fea- 
tures over 100 limited edition canvas 
lithographs by Thomas Kinkade. 
VOSE GALLERIES (617-536-6176), 
238 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 
8 a.m.- 5:30 p.m., Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Polly Thayer 
(Starr): A Celebration of the Artist’s 
100th Birthday.” 


SOUTH END 

ARS LIBRI (617-357-4212), 500 Har 
rison Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m. 
6 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Permanent 
collection features rare and scholarly 
books in the fine arts. 

BERENBERG GALLERY (617-536- 
0800), 4 Clarendon St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“Rose deSmith Greenman: Transitions.” 
bf ANNEX (617-451-6920), 450 Har- 
rison Ave., Boston. Call for hours. 
Through Dec. 24: “Inaugural Show.” 
BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Mills Gallery (617-426-5000), 539 
Tremont St., Boston. Sun., Wed.- 
Thurs., noon-5 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., noon- 
10 p.m. Through Jan. 9: “Cut”; “Game 
Time Series.” 

BOSTON SCULPTORS GALLERY 
(617-482-7781), 486 Harrison Ave., 
Boston Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Through Dec. 27: “Paper. Scissors. 
Sculpture.” 

BROMFIELD GALLERY (617-451- 
3605), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston. 
Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 
18: “10x10 Holiday Art School.” 
CENTER FOR LATINO ARTS (617- 
927-1730), 85 W. Newton St., Boston. 
Call for hours. Through Jan. 5: “Adal 
Maldonado: Blueprints for a Nation.” 
EQUATOR GALLERY (857-540- 
9236), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 201, 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 
noon-5 p.m. Ongoing: “Latin American 
Fine Art.” z 

GALERIE SWANSTROM (617-574- 
9800), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 303, 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Dec. 
16-Jan. 29: “Caleb Weintraub: See 
How They Run.” Reception Dec. 16, 
5:30-9 p.m. 

GALLERY AT THE PIANO FACTO- 
RY (617-437-9365), 791 Tremont St., 
Boston. Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 26: “Epiphany: Women 
of Color Speak.” 
GENOVESE/SULLIVAN GALLERY 
(617-426-9738), 23 Thayer St., 
Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10:30 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 4: “David 
Omar White: New Work.” 

HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN 
ART (617-442-8204) 2164 Washing- 
ton St., Boston. Thurs.-Sat., noon- 
6 p.m.; Sun., noon-S p.m. Through 
Jan. 16: “Family Matters: The Portrayal 
of Relationships in African Sculpture.” 
HEALING & ARTS STUDIO (617- 
859-9561), 731 Harrison Ave., Boston. 
Mon., Fri., 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 
Tues.-Wed., Sat., noon-7 p.m. Through 
Jan. 8: “Celebrate 10 Years of Art, 
Healing & Community.” 

KINGSTON GALLERY (617-423- 
4113), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston. Tues.- 


Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 24 
‘Janet Hansen Kawada: The Sisterhood.’ 
LOCCO RITORO GALLERY (617 
875-3284), 450 Harrison Ave., Suite 
37, Boston. Call for hours. Through 
Jan. 1: “Scott Listfield: Astronaut.” 
MARIO DIACONO GALLERY (617 
560-1608), 500 Harrison Ave., Boston 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through De¢ 
31: “Matthew Ritchie: Two-Way Shot.” 
NAO PROJECT GALLERY (617-451 
2977), 535 Albany St., third floor, 
Boston. Thurs.-Sat., noon-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 18: “Debra Weisberg 
New Work 

OHT GALLERY (617-423-1677), 450 
Harrison Ave., 3rd Fl., Boston. Tues 
Sat., 11 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. Through Dec 
22: “White, Black, and Inbetween.” 
SAMSON PROJECTS (617-357 
7177), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston. Fri 
Sun., noon-6 p.m. Through Jan. 14 
“The Urge That Binds.” 

SOPRAFINA GALLERY (617-728- 
0770), 450 Harrison Ave., Boston 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through 
Dec. 31: “December Salon Show.” 
STACY BUESCHELS COURTYARD 
GALLERY (617-556-2999), 46 
Waltham St., Boston. Fri., noon-7 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Jan. 8 
“One Foot Square.” 


DOWNTOWN 

ART ADVISORY/BOSTON (617- 
574-0022), 535 Albany St., Suite 3B, 
Boston. Thurs.-Sat., noon-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 18: work by Barbara 
Baum & Grace Vasta-Carr. 

ARTEMIS GALLERY (617-338 
4122), 92 South St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m., extended hours to 
8 p.m. on Thurs. Ongoing: 18th and 
19th century Chinese furniture. Now 
on view: “New Chinese Works”; works 
from Quin Feng’s “Original Sound” se- 
ries, and “lyrical” scrolls by Fei Yang 
BOSTON CITY HALL Scollay Square 
Gallery (617-635-3245). City Hall 
Plaza, Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
— Mayor’s Art Gallery. Through Jan. 9: 
“Yu-Wen Wu: Unfolding Folio.” 

FORT POINT ARTS COMMUNITY 
GALLERY (617-423-4299), 300 Sum 
mer St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m 
3 p.m.; Sat., noon-5 p.m. Dec. 17-Feb 
4: “Skin: Works by Deborah Bohnert 
and Jessie Morgan.” Reception Dec 
17, 5-8 p.m 

GALLERY 121 Charles Street Meeting 
House, (617-367-7171), 121 Mt. Ver 
non St., Boston. Call for hours 
Through Jan. 2: “Life in Transition 
Work by Anne Brown and Suzanne 
Kuffler.” 

ONYX HOTEL (617-557-9955), 155 
Portland St., Boston. Daily 9 a.m.- 
8 p.m. Through Jan. 10: work by 
Charles Tersolo. 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 

ART MARKET GALLERY (617-522- 
1729), 36 South St., Jamaica Plain 
Thurs.-Fri., 4-7 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon- 
6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Dermot 
Meagher: Drawings; Tony Paris: Pho- 
tographs; Patti Hudson: Sculpture.” 
ARTISTS FOUNDATION (617-464- 
3561), 516 E. Second St., #49, South 
Boston. Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 18: “Phyllis Ewen: Free Transla- 
tion”; “Ria Brodell: Just Keep Draw- 
ing”; “Jennifer Schmidt: Letters in a 
Comma.” 

ASOR ART GALLERY (617-966- 
5915), 289 Metropolitan Ave., Roslin- 
dale. Thurs.-Sat., 5:30-9 p.m.; and 
Sun., 2-5 p.m. Through Dec. 19: work 
by Jorge Drosten. 

ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY (617- 
567-8866), 80 Border St., East Boston. 
Thurs., 6-9 p.m. Through Dec. 30: 
“Laura Rollins: Tis the Season.” Recep- 
tion Dec. 16, 7-9 p.m. 

THE CHELSEA CITY (617-884- 
9887), 173 Washington Ave., 
Chelsea. Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m.-noon; Sat., 
9 a.m.-2 p.m.; Wed.-Sat., 4-10 p.m. 
Through Dec. 31: paintings by Lois 
Hutchinson. 

GREEN STREET GALLERY (617- 
522-0000), 141 Green St., Jamaica 
Plain. Wed.-Sat., noon-S5 p.m.; Tues.- 
Thurs., 6-9 p.m. Closed Jan. 21-Jan. 3. 
Through Jan. 29: work by Emil Corsillo. 
JOHN RAIMONDI GALLERY (617- 
241-1165), 80 City Square, 
Charlestown. By appointment only. 
Through Jan. 7: “Robert S$. Neuman: 
Selections 1951-2004 Paintings and 
Drawings.” 

MAVERICK GALLERY (617-569- 
1233), 37 Maverick Sq., East Boston. 
Daily 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“Leigh Hall: Linear Meditations.” 
PARADISE LOUNGE (617-562- 
8814), 967 Comm. Ave.,Boston. Night- 
ly, 5 p.m. to late. Through Jan. 16: 
“Dumb Luck Revisited: A Dozen Years 
of Baseman Posters and Prints.” 
WEST END BRANCH LIBRARY 
(617-523-3957), 151 Cambridge St., 
Boston. Mon.-Wed., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Thurs., noon-8 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Through 
Dec. 30: “Avenue of the Arts Exhibit.” 





ISODA KORYUSAI'S FUJI, 
FALCON, AND EGG-PLANTS 
is part of “Pursuits of 
Power: Falconry and the 
Samurai, 1600-1900,” 
which is on view December 
17 through June 13 at the 
Museum of Fine Arts. 


CAMBRIDGE 

SOMERVILLE 

WATERTOWN 

ALL ASIA CAFE (617-497-1544), 354 
Mass. Ave.,Cambridge. Call for hours. 
Through Dec. 31: “Modern Pop Art in 
Acrylic by Lili Driever.” 

ART ATTACK (617-441-3833), 108 
Beacon St., Somerville. Call for hours. 
Through Jan. 14: “Caleb Sonik Neelon: 
Exterior Goes Interior.” 

ART INTERACTIVE (617-498-0100), 
130 Bishop Allen Dr., Cambridge. 
Thurs., Sat.-Sun., noon-6 p.m. 
Through Jan. 30: “Intimachine, the Art 
of Intimacy, Expectation and Behav- 
ior. 

CAMBRIDGE ARTS COUNCIL 
Gallery 57 (617-349-4380), 57 Inman 
St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.- 
5 p.m., until 8 p.m. on Thurs. Through 
Feb. 2: “Reaching Water.” 
CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL 
ARTS CENTER (617-577-1400), 41 
Second St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., noon-4 p.m. 
Through Jan. 7: “Word Path: Weavings 
and Tapestry by Faye Zhang.” 
CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
(617-492-7794), 449 Broadway, Cam- 
bridge. Mon., Wed., Fri., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Tues., Thurs., 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Through Dec. 31: “Star Poole: Santa’s 
Changed World.” 

CAMBRIDGE SEVEN ASSOCIATES 
(617-492-7000), 1050 Mass. Ave., 
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Cambridge. Through Jan. 26: “S 
Georgine Pennington: Working with 
Nature’s Palette.” 

KATHRYN SCHULTZ GALLERY 
Cambridge Art Association (617-876 
0246), 25 Lowell St., Cambridge 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1 

5 p.m. Through Dec. 21: “Celebrate!” 

MARK GALLERY (617-576-6275) 
141 Huron Ave., Cambridge. Thurs 

Sat., noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 23 
“The Gift.” 

MATHER HOUSE (617-495-4834), 
10 Cowperthwaite St., Cambridge. Call 
for hours. Through Jan. 25: “Three 
Sided Table: Tova Carlin, Sara Saltz 
man, Timothy Steele.” 

MIDDLE EAST (617-864-EAST), 472 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours 
Through Dec. 31: “Fools & Icons: Por 

traits of Famous Celebrities”; “What Do 
People Do: A Surrealistic View of the 
Modern.” 

MOBILIA GALLERY (617-876-2109), 
358 Huron Ave., Cambridge. Tues.-Fri., 
11 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 29: “Blue.” 

NAVE GALLERY (617-625-4823), 
Clarendon Hill Presbyterian Church, 
155 Powerderhouse Blvd., Somerville 
Thurs., 4-8 p.m.; Sat., 1-5 p.m 

Through Dec. 18: “A December Salon 

An Affordable Art Sale.” 

OUT OF THE BLUE GALLERY (617- 
354-5287), 106 Prospect St., Cam- 
bridge. Mon.-Sun., noon-8 p.m. Ongo 

ing: “Local Cambridge Artists”; “The 
Private Collection of the Late Margarete 
Koehler-Bittkow.” Through Dec. 31 

‘Jeep & Dudley Rock”; “Miller Time.” 
Reception Dec. 18-19, noon-5 p.m 


OVERDRAUGHT (617-354-5287) 
877 Cambridge St., Call for hours 
Through Dec. 30: “Laurie Hoffma 


Blues in Focus.” 

SOMERVILLE CITY HALL (617-623 
3719), 93 Highland Ave., Somerville 
Mon.-Wed., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 
Thurs., 8:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Fri., 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Through Feb. 15 
“The Poster Show!” 

1369 COFFEEHOUSE CENTRAL 
SQUARE (617-576-4600), 757 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Daily, 8 a.m.-10 p.m 
Through Dec. 31: “Oli Paintings by Zach.” 
UNIVERSITY PLACE GALLERY 
Cambridge Art Association 
(617-876-0246), 124 Mt. Auburn St., 
Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m 
Through Jan. 3: “Blue.” 

ZUZU (617-864-3278), 474 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours 
Through Dec. 31: “Cover Art.” 


BROOKLINE/NEWTON 
BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER (617 
566-5715), 86 Monmouth St., Brook 
line. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Through 
Dec. 19: “Crafts Showcase.” 

GASP (617-731-2500), 362 Boylston 
St., Brookline. Call for hours. Through 
Dec. 27: “Visualizing Diaspoara/Con 
structing Self.” 

GATEWAY GALLERY (617-734 
1577), 62 Harvard St., Brookline 
Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sat., 
11 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 15: “More Art for Less 
Than 100 Dollars”; “Ruby’s World.” 
NEW ART CENTER IN NEWTON 
(617-964-3424), 61 Washington Park, 
Newtonville. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 19: “Icons 
+ Altars.” 

NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (617-796- 
1360), 330 Homer St., Newton. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri., ® a.m.- 
6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec 
29: “Jing-Hua Gao Dalia: Brush Magic.” 


SUBURBS: SOUTH 

GALLERY X (508-992-2675), 169 
William St., New Bedford. Wed.-Sun., 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “X- 
Mas Exhibit.” 

NEST (781-329-6466), 622 High St., 
Dedham. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Virginia 
Zanger: Petitie Watercolors.” 

SOUTH SHORE ART CENTER (781- 
383-2787), 119 Ripley Rd., Cohasset. 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
4 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Remembrance 
of Things Past: The Last 50 Years.” 


SUBURBS: NORTH 

GALANT GALLERY (978-745-1001), 
197 Derby St., Salem. Call for hours. 
Ongoing: “Mary Rogers & Joel Levine: 
Where the Land Meets the Sea.” 
GALLERY OF MODERN ART (781- 
631-3204), 154 Washington St., Mar- 
blehead. Thurs., 1:30-5 p.m., Fri., 
Sun.-Tues., noon-5 p.m., Sat., noon- 
6 p.m. Ongoing: “Connections: Past, 
Present and Future,” works by Bernd 
Haussmann and Suzanne Ulrich. 
JEFFERSON CUTTER HOUSE 
GALLERY (781-648-3322), 9 Mystic 
St., Arlington. Mon.-Fri., noon-4 p.m. 
Through Jan. 29: paintings by Neil 
Dale. 

LYNNARTS (781-598-5244), 25 Ex- 
change St., Lynn. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.- 
3 p.m. Through Jan. 6: “Holiday Show 
and Sale.” 





SUBURBS: WEST 

CLARK GALLERY (781-259-8303), 
Mall at Lincoln Station, 145 Lincoln 
Rd., Lincoln. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 23: “Salon Show.” 
DEPOT SQUARE GALLERY (781 
863-1597), 1837 Mass. Ave., Lexing- 
ton. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-4 p.m. Through Dec. 30 
‘Celebrate with Art.’ 

LECEI GALLERY (978-341-0001), 81 


Commonwealth Ave., Concord. Sun 
Thurs., noon-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “Energies 


Struck: Nancy McCarthy, Carolyn 
Wirth.” 


museums 
ARMENIAN LIBRARY AND MUSE- 
UM OF AMERICA (617-926-2562), 
65 Main St., Watertown. Admission $2 
Fri., Sun., Tues., 1-5 p.m.; Tues., 7 
9 p.m. Ongoing: “The Armenian Geno 
cide: In Memoriam”; “Armenian Musi 
cal Traditions”; “The Bedoukian Family 
Collection”; “Moses Hadji Gulesian: An 
Armenian Visionary.” 

ART COMPLEX MUSEUM (781 
934-6634), 189 Alden St., Duxbury. 
Wed.-Sun., 1-4 p.m. Free. Permanent 
collection features Shaker furniture, 
prints, American paintings, and Japan- 
ese art. Through Jan. 9: “Nancy Mur 
phy Spicer: On Their Own’; 
“Burchfield and Marsh: Exaggerated 
Visions”; “Shaker High/Shaker Low.” 
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (617 
536-5400), Copley Sa., Boston. Mon 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m 
5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Art and Archi 
tecture tours offered Mon., 2:30 p.m 
Tues., Thurs., 6 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 11 a.m 
Sun., 2 p.m 

— Boston Room (ext 





Through 


2275) 


Dec. 31: “The Peace Drum Project.” 
First Floor Gallery (ext. 2225) 
Through Dec. 31: “In Flight: The Guild 


Book of Workers 2003-05.” 

— Koussevitzky Room, West and South 
Galleries, and Lower Level McKim 
(ext. 2285). Through Jan. 7: “George 
Whitefield Chadwick: A 150th Birth- 
day Celebration.” 

— Rare Books and Manuscripts Room 
(ext. 2225). Through Dec. 31: “Hand- 
fuls of Lilies: The Art of Sarah Whit- 
man 

COMMONWEALTH MUSEUM 
(617-727-9268), 220 Morrissey Blvd., 
Columbia Point, Boston. Mon.-Fri., 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free 
admission. Ongoing: “Archaeology of 
the Central Artery: Highway to the 
Past”; “Through the Eyes of Baystaters 
Massachusett’s Experience in the Civil 
War.” 

CURRIER MUSEUM OF ART (603 
669-6144), 201Myrtle Way, Manches 
ter, NH. Mon:, Wed., Fri., Sun., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thurs., 11 a.m.-8 p.m 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 
for students, seniors, free for children 
under 18. Through Jan. 10: “Andrew 
Wyeth: Early Watercolors.” 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM (781-259- 
8355), 51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lincoln 
Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$9, $6 for students, seniors, and chil- 
dren. Through Jan. 2: “Robert Parke- 
Harrison: The Architect’s Brother”; 
“MobiusStrip.” Through July 31: “Ab- 
stract Elements: The Dr. Beatrice H 
Barrett Collection of Art.” 

— The 35-acre Sculpture Park is open 
daily 8 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. Recent addi- 
tions include David Berry’s “Sphere 
IV”; “Henry Richardson: Chiseled Orb 
and Mortal Coil.” 

ERIC CARLE MUSEUM OF PIC- 
TURE BOOK ART (413-658-1100), 
125 West Bay Rd., Amherst. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m. Ad- 
mission $4, $2 for children under 18 
Features picture book art from around 
the world. 

FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM (978- 
345-4207), 185 Elm St., Fitchburg 
Tues.-Sun., noon-4 p.m. Admission $5, 
$3 for seniors, free for students and 
children. Through Jan. 30: “Recent 
Gifts from the Jude Peterson Collec- 
tion.” Through March 13: “Picturing 
Our Past: The Colonies Come of Age 
1720 to 1775.” 

FULLER CRAFT MUSEUM (508-588- 
6000), 455 Oak St., Brockton. Daily, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for 
seniors and students, free for children 
under 12. Permanent collection features 
over 4,000 pieces of 19th and 20th cen- 
tury American art and crafts. Through 
Jan. 2: “John Eric Byers: A Mid-Career 
Retrospective”; “Allison Newsome: On 
Island”; “Cut It Out.” Through Jan. 30: 
“Lisa Williamson: Colors of a Garden”; 
work by Beth Lipman. 

INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART (617-266-5152), 955 Boylston 
St., Boston. Tues.-Wed., Fri., noon- 
5 p.m.; Thurs., noon-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $7, $5 for 
seniors and students, free for children 
under 12, free after 5 p.m. on Thurs 
Established in 1936 as the first non- 


collecting contemporary art institution 
in the U.S. Through Jan. 2: “Boris 
Mikhailov: A Retrospective”; “Momen 
tum 2/Lucy McKenzie.” 

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER 
MUSEUM (617-566-1401), 280 The 
Fenway, Boston. Tues.-Sun., 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Admission $10 ($11 on Sat.- 
Sun.), $7 for seniors, $5 for students 
with ID, free for ages 18 and under 
(For “Gondola Days: Isabella Stewart 
Gardner & the Palazzo Barbaro Circle,” 
timed tickets $13 ($18 on Sat.-Sun.), 
$10 for seniors, $8 for students.) The 
museum, built in the style of a 15th- 
century Venetian palace, houses more 
than 2500 art objects, with emphasis 
on Italian Renaissance and 17th-centu 
ry Dutch works. Among the highlights 
are works by Rembrandt, Botticelli, 
Raphael, Titian, and Whistler. Guided 
tours given Fridays at 2:30 p.m 
Through Dec Joseph Kosuth 
Whistler’s Warning (C.C.C.C.C.)”; 
“Elaine Reichek: Madam I’m Adam.” 
Through Jan. 9: “Off the Wall: New 
Perspectives on Early Italian Art at the 
Gardner Museum”; “Holiday Table.” — 
Gallery lectures are free with museum 
admission. Dec. 22 at noon, “Victorian 
Dining Customs at ‘The Holiday 
Table.’” 

JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY AND 
MUSEUM (617-514-1600), Morrissey 
Blvd., Columbia Point, Boston. Daily, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, $8 for 
students, seniors, $7 for ages 13-17, 
free for ages 12 and under. Exhibitions 
portraying the life, leadership, and 
legacy of President Kennedy through 
memorabilia, geo presentations, and 
settings. Ongoing: “Attorney General 
Robert FE Kennedy”; “Jacqueline Bouvi 


er Kennedy: First Lady”; “John Glenn 
and the Space Race”; “The Cuban Mis 
sile Crisis”; “The Nixon v. Kennedy 


Presidential Race”; “The Struggle for 
Civil Rights”; “Mrs. Kennedy’s Tour of 
the White House”; “The Kennedy Fami 


ly;” “Jacqueline Kennedy Travels 
Abroad.” Through Jan. 20: “Cam- 
paign!: Kennedy for President.” 


Through Nov. 13 2005: “Presents for a 
President and First Lady.” 
LONGYEAR MUSEUM (800-277 
8943), 1125 Boylston St. Rte. 9, 
Brookline. Mon., Wed.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m. Free admission 
Museum exhibits explore the life of 
Christian Science founder Mary Baker 
Eddy through artifacts, manuscripts 
books, and the biographical history of 
early workers in the Christian Science 
Church circa 1910. Located on 8 acres 
including flower gardens, a fountain, 
pool, and statues. Now open: “Mary 
Baker Eddy: A Spiritual Journey.” 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART (413-664- 
4481), 87 Marshall St., North Adams 
Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, 
$8 for students, $4 for ages 6-16; free 
for children under 6. Ongoing: “Joseph 
Beuys: Lightning with Stag in Its 


Glare”; “Outrageous Supercharge 
Hand Painted Movie Posters from 
Ghana”; “Natalie Jeremijenko: Tree 


Logic”; “Sound Art at MASS MoCA.” 
Through Feb. 27: “Wonder Worlds: Ob- 
servations in Pipe Cleaners and Pom 
poms.” Through Spring 2005: “Cai Guo 
Qiang: Inopportune.” Through May 
2005: “The Interventionists: Art in the 
Social Sphere”; “Matthew Ritchie: 
Proposition Player.” 

MUSEUM OF AFRO-AMERICAN 
HISTORY (617-742-1854), 46 Joy St., 
Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free 
admission. Collection includes docu- 
ments, artifacts, and art works pertain- 
ing to the African American experience 
in New England. Includes the African 
Meeting House, the oldest standing 
black church in America; and the Abeil 
Smith School, Boston’s first public 
school for Black children and an early 
home of the Abolitionist movement 
Through Dec. 31: “Visual Stories: The 
Artwork of James Ransome.” 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-267- 
9300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston. 
Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5:45 p.m.; Mon.- 
Tues., 10 a.m.-5:45 p.m., Wed.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-9:45 p.m., West Wing only 
open Thurs.-Fri. after 5 p.m. Admission 
$15, $13 for seniors, free for students 
with college ID, and ages 17 and under 
during non-school hours. Voluntary 
contribution after 4 p.m. on Wed. 
Mon.-Fri.: introductory walks 
through all collections begin at 
10:30 a.m. and 3 p.m.; “Europeah 
Paintings and Decorative Arts Walks” 
begin at 11:30 a.m.; “American Paint- 
ing and Decorative Arts Walks” begin 
at 12:30 p.m.; “Art of the Ancient 
World (Classical and Egyptian) Walks” 
begin at 1 p.m.; “Art of Asia Walks” 
begin at 2 p.m; introductory walk is 
also offered Wed. at 6:15 p.m., Sat. at 
10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., and Sun. at 
1:30 p.m. 

— Permanent Gallery Installations: “Late 
Gothic Gallery,” featuring a restored 
15th-century stained glass window from 
Hampton Court, 14th- and 15th-century 
stone, alabaster, and polychrome wood 





JULES CHERET’S EL DORADO (1894) is among the works in 
“Naughty and Nice: The 11th Annual Holiday Show” up 
through January 31 at the International Poster Gallery. 


sculptures from France and the Nether 
lands; “Mummy Mask Gallery,” a newly 
renovated Egyptian gallery, features 
primitive masks dating from as far back 
as 2500 B.C.; “European Decorative Arts 
from 1950 to the Present”; “John Singer 
Sargent: Studies for MFA and Boston 
Public Library Murals.’ 

Exhibitions: Ongoing: “Earth Trans 
formed: Chinese Ceramics from the 
MFA’; “Contemporary American Glass”; 
“The Alan and Simone Hartman Collec 
tion of English Silver 1680-1760: The 
Huguenot Legacy”; “Vietnamese Ce 
ramics”; “The Art of Africa, Oceania, 
and the Ancient Americas”; “New 
Egyptian Funerary Arts and Ancient 
Near East Galleries”; “Renault’s Au 
tomedon”; “American Traditions: Art of 
the People”; “Face to Face with the 
Builder of the Great Pyramid”; “RSVP 
Sarah Sze.” Through Jan. 30: “Cerith 
Wyn Evans.” Through March 13: “High 
Style and Hoop Skirts: 1850s Fashion.” 
Through Sept. 26: “Lethal Elegance: 
The Art of Samurai Sword Fittings.” 
Dec. 17-June 13: “Pursuits of Power: 
Falconry and the Samurai, 1600-1900.” 
— Special Exhibitions: Through Jan. 9: 
“Art Deco: 1910-1939.” 

— Gallery lectures are free with muse- 
um admission. Thurs. at 11 a.m., 
“Aesthetic Movement.” Sat. at noon, 
“Museum Galleries: Environments for 
Art.” Sun. at 2 p.m., “Artists Tell of 
Christmas.” Wed. at 6 p.m., “Festivals 
and Feast Days.” 

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE (617-723- 
2500), Science Park, Boston. Sat.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-7 p.m.; Fri. 9 a.m.- 
9 p.m. Admission $13, $11 for seniors, 
$10 for ages 3-11. The Museum fea- 
tures the Theater of Electricity (with 
indoor thunder-and-lightning shows 
daily at noon and 2 p.m. and on Fri. at 
7 p.m.) and more than 600 hands-on 
exhibits. Ongoing: “A Bird’s World”; 
“Dinosaurs: Modeling the Mesozoic”; 
“Current Science & Technology Cen- 
ter”; ‘Journey into Amazing Caves”; 
“Natural Mysteries”; “Cahners Com- 
puterPlace”; “The Virtual Fish Tank”; 
“The Light House: Beaming, Bouncing, 
and Bending Light”; “Messages”; “Sci- 
ence in the Park: Playing with Forces 
and Motion”; “Human Body Connec- 
tion”; “The Computing Revolution.” 
Through Jan. 3: “Strange Matter.” 

— Lectures are free. Dec. 17 at 
6:30 p.m., “Mad Cows and Unmasked 
Mutants: How Molecular Geometry Af- 
fects Our Health.” 

MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION 
(617-522-6547), Larz Anderson Park, 
15 Newton St., Brookline. Tues.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for 
seniors, students, and ages 6-16. Ex- 
hibits focus on the automobile and its 
role in American society. Ongoing: 
“New England Paves the Way.” 
NAISMITH MEMORIAL BASKET- 
BALL HALL OF FAME (413-781-6500), 
1150 West Columbus Ave., Springfield 
Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, 


$6 for youth 7 to 1 
48,000 square 
um highlighting all 
featuring a virtual-re 
active video monitors, a movie theater 





foot 










Y game 





hoop shoot-out, and historic memora 
bilia. Ongoing: “Freedom To Play: The 
Life & Times of Basketball’s African 


American Pioneers 

NATIONAL CENTER OF AFRO- 
AMERICAN ARTISTS (617-442 
8614), 300 Walnut Ave., Roxbury. Tue 


Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $4, $3 for stu 
dents and seniors. Ongoing: “Aspelta: A 
Nubian King’s Burial Chamber 
NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM 
(781-861-6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lex 
ington. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Free admission. On 
going: “Lexington Alarm’d,” an intro 


duction to Colonial Lexington explor 
ing the town’s connection to the Revo 
lutionary War; “Made in Massachu 
setts;” “To Build and Sustain: Freema 
sons in American Community”; “A 
Glimpse of Boston Theater: 1850 
1903.” Through Feb. 6: “Satisfaction 
Guaranteed: Mail-Order Catalogs in 
the United States.” Through April 24 
“The Western Pursuit of the American 
Dream: Selections from the Collection 
of Kenneth W. Rendell.” Dec. 18-19 
“Model Railroad and Train Display.’ 
Dec. 18-June 5: “Deep Inside the 
Blues: Photographs by Margo Cooper.” 
NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM (617 
973-5200), Central Wharf, Boston 
Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $13.50, 
$11.50 for seniors, $7.50 for ages 3-11, 
free for children under 3. More than 70 
exhibits featuring aquatic animals from 
Boston Harbor to the Amazon River. In 
cludes the 200,000-gallon giant ocean 
tank, with sharks, moray eels, 600 
pound sea turtles, and hundreds of 
other Caribbean creatures. Pick up a 
hermit crab or watch vets care for ani- 
mals in the Aquarium Medical Center 
— Now open: “Living Links: Choices 
for Survival” with baby sea turtles, poi- 
son arrow frogs, and rare tropical fish 
that shows how people affect aquatic 
life both postively and negatively 
around the world. Through Dec. 2005: 
“Amazing Jellies.” 

NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM 
(413-298-4100), 9 Glendale Rd., 
Stockbridge. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$12, free for ages 18 and under when 
accompanied by an adult. The Muse- 
um houses Rockwell’s studio, and the 
world’s largest collection of his paint- 
ings. Ongoing: “My Adventures as an 
Illustrator.” Through Jan. 23: “Norman 
Rockwell’s 322 ‘Saturday Evening Post’ 
Covers.” Through May 30: “Building 
Books: The Art of David Macaulay.” 
OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE 
(617-482-6439), 310 Washington St., 
Boston. Daily, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission 
$5, $4 for students and seniors, $1 for 
children. A museum and historic site 
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built in 1729 as a Puritan house of wor 
ship, the Meeting House served as the 
location for meetings of Colonial revolu- 
tionaries leading up to the war for inde 
pendence. Ongoing: “Voices of Protest”; 
“Behind the Scaffolding”; “If These 
Walls Could Speak.” 

ORCHARD HOUSE/HOME OF 
THE ALCOTTS (978-369-4118), 399 
Lexington Rd., Concord. Mon.-Fri., 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m 
4:30 p.m.; Sun., 1-4:30 p.m. Admis 
sion $6, $5 for students and seniors, 
$4 for ages 6-17, free for ages 5 and 
under. Home of the Alcotts and the site 
where Louisa May Alcott wrote Little 
Women in 1868. Features personal ob 
jects and furnishings that belonged to 
the Alcott family, the Concord School 
of Philosophy, and historical programs 
and exhibitions. The museum offers a 
variety of guided “living history” tours 
PAUL REVERE HOUSE (617-523- 
2338), 19 North Sq., Boston. Tues 
Sun., 9:30 a.m.-5:15 p.m. Admission 
$2.50, $2 for students and seniors, $1 
for children. Restored 17th-century 
owned by Revere during the 
Revolutionary War. Next door is the 
Pierce/Hichborn House, a Georgian 
brick building built circa 1711 
PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (978 
745-9500), East India Square, Liberty 
Salem. Daily., 10 a.m 
$11 for seniors, 
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Our Land: Contemporary Art from th 
Arcti Through Aug. 2005: “In Na 


ire’s Compal 
REVOLVING MUSEUM 8 
278 22 Sh k St., Low I 


Sun... noon-4 








m. Througt 
Free Wheelin’: The Art of Rollin 
SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENG- 
LAND AT THE FLEETCENTER (617 
624-1234), Causeway St 
Tues.-Sat 
Admission $5, $¢ 
free for ages 6 and 
hist 


Celtics, Bru 


Bostor 


10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon 





for seniors and 


> p.m 






ages 6-1 
with 


showcase for Boston 


exhibits dedicated 






ins, Boston Garden, and the Fleet¢ 


ter. Currently on view: “Ted Williams 
An American Hero 

STERLING AND FRANCINE 
CLARK ART INSTITUTE (413-458 
2303), 225 South St., Williamstown 
Museum’s collection centers on French 
Impressionist paintings, including over 
30 by Renoir, plus American works by 
Homer, Sargent, Cassatt, and Reming 
ton, as well as extensive collections of 
prints, drawings, silver, and sculpture 

Open Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$10, free for 18 and under. Through 
Jan. 2: “Medieval Mystery: Who Is the 
Master of the Embroidered Foliage?’ 

“Albrecht Durer: The Life of the Vir 

gin.” Through Jan. 9: “Masks and Mas 
querades.’ 

STONE PARK ZOO (781-438-5100), 
149 Pond St., Stoneham. Mon.-Fri 
10 a.m.-S p.m.; Sat.-Sun. 10 a.m 

6 p.m. Admission $6, $5 for seniors, $4 
for children. Home to over nine animal 
exhibits including a herd of bison, a 
colony of flamingoes, and spider mon 
keys. Ongoing: “Snowy Owl Creek”; 
“Touchable Barnyard.” 

USS CONSTITUTION MUSEUM 
(617-426-1812), Charlestown Navy 
Yard, Boston. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Free admission. Ongoing: “Around the 
World in Old Ironsides,” chronicling the 
Constitution’s diplomatic mission, and 
“A Look Below the Waterline: Preserv 
ing Old Ironsides” which explores past 
and current restorations of the boat. 
Ongoing: “Old Ironsides in War and 
Peace”; “Strengthening Old Ironsides.” 
WADSWORTH ATHENEUM (860 
278-2670), 600 Main St., Hartford, CT 
Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun 

10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $9, $7 for 
seniors, $5 for students, free for ages 12 
and under. Collections of American and 
European paintings and sculpture, as 
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S. Military Selections from the 
Motley Collection.” Through 

Ninter 200 Encore: Diaghilev’s 
-rincess Through Jan. 2 

Ballets Russes to Balan 1e: Dance at 
t} aidsworth Atheneum Through 
March ¢ Iraditions/Transitions: The 
re g World of Fiber Art.” Through 
Theater, Dance, and Porcelain 






Eighteenth Century.” Through 
ng 2005: “Ellen Carey/Matrix 153 
Through April 24: “Contemporary Art 


loor to Ceiling, Wall to Wall 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM (508 
799-4406), 55 Salisbury St., Worcester 
Wed., Fri., Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thurs 
a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ad 
nission $8, $6 for seniors and students, 
free for ages 17 and under. Admission 
free on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. The 
museum includes an extensive collec 
tion of Asian art in its Chinese, Japan 
ese, Indian, and Islamic galleries. Kore 
an ceramics from the 5th and 6th cen 
turies are on display. The Marianne E 
Gibson Gallery includes works by John 
gleton Copley, James Peale, Robert 
Fulton, and Edward Savage. Through 
Feb. 27: work by Lily Van der Stokker 
Through April 2005: “Wall at WAM 
Don't Be Afraid 








photography 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY (617-353 

3349) 

— Boston University Art Gallery (617 

353-3329), 855 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 

10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m 

Through Jan. 23: “In the Vernacular 
( 


E 1 Photographs from the 


Everyvd 






Rodger Kingston Collection.” 
Sherman Gallery (617-358-0295), 
775 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m 
5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 17: “Found Polaroids.” 
CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL 
ARTS CENTER (617-577-1400), 41 
Second St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri 





5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun 


O a.m.- A 

Apart Photographs trom 

angladesh and Pakistan by Jamal Elias 
CLUB PASSIM 


} r ry ( 





DECORDOVA MUSEUM (617-781 
259-8355 91 Sandy Pond Rd., Lir 





1 children. Through Jan. 2: “Lumi 
nous Forms: Abstractions in Color Pho 
tography”; “Abstract Photography in 
the Permanent Collection 
EMERSON COLLEGE (617-824 
8540), Little Bldg., 80 Boylston St 
Boston. Call for hours 
Emerson College Library, 120 Boyl- 
ston St. (617-824-8668). Through Dec 
17: photographs by Bill Fried 
GALLERY AT BOSTON BIOMED- 
ICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE (617 
658-7700), 64 Grove St., rear en 
trance, Watertown Mon.-Fri., 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
work by Lyle Miller and Peter Papesch 
GALLERY KATZ (617-423-6328) 
450 Harrison Ave., third floor, Boston 
Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Through 
Jan. 15: “Structure: Architecture in 
Photography.” 
GALLERY KAYAFAS (617-482-0411 
450 Harrison Ave., Garden Level, 
Boston. Tues.-Fri., 1-5:30 p.m.; Sat 
noon-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“Julie Melton: Montana: Portraits from 
the Farm”; “Alexandra de Steiguer 
Isles of Shoals.” 
GRIFFIN MUSEUM OF PHOTOG- 
RAPHY (781-729-1158), 67 Shore 
Rd., Winchester. Tues.-Sun., noon 
4 p.m. Admission $5, $2 seniors, free 
for children and students; free admis 
sion for all on Thurs. Through Feb. 3 
“We Skate Hardcore.” Through Feb. 20 
“Lili Almog: Perfect Intimacy.” 
HARRIET TUBMAN HOUSE (617 
685-5377), 566 Columbus Ave 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m 
Through Feb. 4: “1000 Hands” photo 
graphs by Eric Antoniou 
LEE GALLERY (781-729-7445), 1 Mt 
Vernon St., Winchester. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“California Landscape: Vintage Pho 
tographs by Watkins, Dassonville, Lange, 
Noskowiak, and Simpson 1865-1940.” 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY, Cambridg« 

- MIT Museum (617-253-4444), 265 





Mass. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission 
$2 for seniors, students, and youth 5 
18. Ongoing: “Flashes of Inspiration 
The Work of Doc Edgerton 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (617-2¢ 


9300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston. 
Sat.-Tues., 10 a.m.-4:45 p.m., Wed.- 
Fri., 10 a.m.-9:45 p.m. Admission $15, 
$13 for seniors, students, free for ages 
17 and under during non-school hours. 
Voluntary contribution after 4 p.m. on 
Wed. Through April 3: “Josef Sudek: 
Poet with a Camera.” 

NATIONAL HERITAGE MUSEUM 
(781-861-6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lex- 
ington. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Free admission. On- 
zoing: “Lexington Alarm’d,” an intro- 
duction to Colonial Lexington explor- 
ing the town’s connection to the Revo- 
lutionary War; “Made in Massachu- 
setts;” “To Build and Sustain: Freema- 
sons in American Community.” Dec 
18-June 5: “Deep Inside the Blues 
Photographs by Margo Cooper.” 
NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (617-552- 
7145), 330 Homer St., Newton. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m 
6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 29: “Meg Birn- 
baum: Botanical Regenerations.” 
PANOPTICON GALLERY WALTHAM 
(781-647-0100), 435 Moody St., 
Waltham. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m 
Through Jan. 15: “Picture Taken: Anony- 
mous Snapshot Photographs.” 
PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (978- 
745-9500), East India Square, Liberty 
& Essex Sts., Salem. Daily., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Thurs. until 9 p.m. Admission 
$12, $10 for seniors, $8 for students, 
free for ages 16 and under. Museum 
complex on two adjacent city blocks 
features 30 galleries, art and architec- 
ture from America, Asia, and the 
Pacific, historic house tours, and a re 
search library. Ongoing: “A Work in 
Progress: The New Museum”; “A Folk 
Art Sampler”; “The Saltonstall Family 
Portraits”; “Three Centuries of Salem 
Architecture”; “Shorelines”; “The 
Copeland Collection of Chinese Ceram- 
ic Figures.” Through Jan. 9: “Havana 
Photographs by Robert Polidori.” 
PEABODY MUSEUM OF ARCHAE- 
OLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY (617- 
496-1027), 11 Divinity Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Please call for hours. Through 
Feb. 28: “Field Photography: The 
Marsh Arabs of Iraq, 1934.” 
PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE 
CENTER AT BOSTON UNIVERSI- 
TY (617-353-0600), 832 Comm. Ave., 


Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m 
Thur s. until 8 p.m Sat.-Sun.. noon 
Throug! 23: “Contempo 


rary Vernacular 
ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY (617 


38 Newbury St., Boston 





10 9:30 p.m.; Sat 

i 5 p.m. Through Dec. 23: work 

Laura Letinsky, D.W. Mellor 
SOMEDAY CAFE (617-623-3323), 51 
avis Sq., Somerville. Mon.-Thurs 
7 a.m,-11 p.m.; Fri., 7 a.m.-midnight; 
Sat., 8 a.m.-midnight; Sun., 8 a.m 
11 p.m. Through Dec. 26: “Adam 
Holtzman: Recent Works.’ 
SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY LAW 
SCHOOL Adams Gallery (617-573- 
8508), 120 Tremont St., Boston. Daily, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 18: “Im 
ages of Transformation: From Big Dig 
to Rose Kennedy Greenway.” 
WELLESLEY COLLEGE Davis Muse- 
um and Cultural Center (781-283- 
2051), 106 Central St., Wellesley. Tues.- 
Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m.; 
Wed., until 8 p.m. Ongoing: “Art of the 
Ancient Americas”; “Divine Mirrors 
The Madonna Unveiled”; “African Art 
In/Out of Context”; “The Multiple.” 
Through Jan. 16: Valery Koshlyakov. 





schools & 
universities 


ADDISON GALLERY AT PHILLIPS 
ACADEMY (978-749-4015), Rte. 28 & 
Chapel Ave., Andover. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Perma- 
nent collection includes works by 
Winslow Homer, Maud Morgan, Allan 
Crite, and Justin Kirchoff. Through 
Jan. 2: “Terry Winters Paintings, Draw- 
ings, Prints 1994-2004.” Through Jan 
10: “Missing”; “Rites of Passage.” 
Through Jan. 25: “Director’s Choice: A 
Fresh Look at Winslow Homer.” 
AMHERST COLLEGE Mead Art Muse 
um (413-542-2335), Rtes. 9 & 116 
Amherst. Tues.-Sun., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 
Thurs., 10 a.m.-9 p.m. The Dickinson 
Homestead, the birthplace and home of 
the poet Emily Dickinson for over 40 
years, is open for guided tours from 
March through mid-December. Through 
Dec. 19: “East Asian Art: Recent Aquisi 
tions and Loans”; “The Pain of War.” 
ART INSTITUTE OF BOSTON AT 
LESLEY UNIVERSITY (617-585 
6676), 700 Beacon St., Boston. Mon 
Sat., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 15: “Immersion 
BOSTON COLLEGE McMullen Muse 
um (617-552-8100), Chestnut Hill 
Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sun., noon 





> p.m.Closed holic 





Thomas 





“TIS THE SEASON: A (CHEESY) CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS” features works in Velveeta 








by Laura Rollins through December 30 at the Atlantic Works Gallery in East Boston. 


617-552-4470). Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m 
4 p.m. Ongoing: ’” Tip’ O’Neill Memor 
al Exhibit , 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY (617-353 
3349) 

808Gallery at Boston University (617 
358-0922), 808 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 28: “Faculty Exhibition.’ 

Howard Gotlieb Archival Research 
Center (617-353-3696), 771 Comm 
Ave. Through Jan. 7: “Sue Grafton 
Woman of Mystery.” Through Feb. 28 
“The American Presidency: White 
House Documents.” 
— Sherman Gallery (617-358-0295), 
775 Comm. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 17: “Keepsake: A Juried Exhibi 
tion of Works Using or Inspired by 
Found Images.” 
BUNKER HILL COMMUNITY COL- 
LEGE (617-228-2018), 250 New 
Rutherford Ave., Boston. Call for hours 
Through Jan. 28: “Peter Madden: Pre 
served.” Reception Dec. 16, 6-8 p.m 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RAD- 
CLIFFE INSTITUTE, Cambridge 
— Arnold Arboretum of Harvard Uni- 
versity (617-524-1718), 125 Arbor- 
way, Jamaica Plain. Call for hours 
More than 6500 species of plants in a 
265-acre botanical garden designed by 
Frederick Law Olmsted. 
— Department of the History of Sci- 
ence Special Exhibition Gallery (617) 
495-2779, 1 Oxford St., Cambridge 
Through Jan. 14: “Bringing Nature In 
side: 17th Century Natural History, 
Classification, and Vision 
— Busch-Reisinger Museum (617-495 
9400), 32 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admis 
sion $6.50, $5 for students and seniors, 
free for ages 18 and under. Free on Sat 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Tours Mon.-Fri 
at 1 p.m. Features Central and North 
ern European art, including late me- 
dieval, Renaissance, and Baroque 
sculpture, 16th-century painting, and 
18th-century porcelain. Features a col 
lection of 20th-century German works 
Through Jan. 2: “Dependent Objects.” 
— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 
(617-495-3251), 24 Quincy St. Mon 
Sat., 9 a.m.-11:30 p.m.; Sun., noon 
11:30 p.m. Through Jan “Retro 
spection Under Duress, Reprise: A Solo 
Exhibition by Stephen Prina.” Through 
April 17: “Huyghe + Corbusier: Har 
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— David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies (617-495-9702), 61 
Kirkland St., Cambridge. Call for hours 
Through Jan. 5: “Adal Maldonado 
Auto-Portraits: Blue Bananas on Fire.” 
— Fogg Art Museum (617-495-9400), 
32 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission 
$6.50, $5 for students and seniors, free 
for ages 18 and under. Free admission 
on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. Tours 
Mon.-Fri. at 11 a.m. The decorative 
arts gallery includes 17th- and 18th- 
century British and American silver, 
furniture, and porcelain. The Maurice 
Wertheim Collection features Impres- 
sionist and Post-Impressionist works. 
Ongoing: “To Students of Art and 
Lovers of Beauty: Highlights from the 
Collection of Grenville L. Winthrop.” 
Through Jan. 30: “Prints: System, 
Style, and Subject.” 

— Houghton Library (617-495-2509), 
Harvard Yard near Mass.° Ave. and 
Quincy St. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sat., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“Harvard's Love Affair with Russian 
Books: Israel Perlstein, Leading Ameri- 
can Bookdealer in Slavic Materials.” 
— Harvard University Museum of Nat- 
ural History (617-495-3045), 26 Ox- 
ford St. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$7.50, $6 for students and seniors, $5 
for ages 3-18, free for ages 2 and 
under. Free on Sun. from 9 a.m. to 
noon. The “Ware Collection of Glass 
Models and Plants” includes more than 
3,000 glass flowers. The Mineralogical 
and Geological Museums feature min- 
eral and ore collections, with displays 
of gems and meteorites. The Museum 
of Comparative Zoology covers species 
from the earliest fossil invertebrates 
and reptiles to fish and reptiles alive 
today. Exhibitions also include whale 
skeletons, the largest turtle shell ever 
found, the Harvard mastodon, and a 
42-foot-long Kronosaurus, the only 
complete and mounted model of the 
sea reptile in the country. Extended: 
“Romancing the Stone: The Many 
Facets of Tourmalines.” Ongoing ex 
hibits include “Modeling Nature,” an 
exhibit on glass and its use as an artis 
tic and scientific medium; “Birth 
stones”; a “Great Mammal” hall; and 
the Romer Hall of Vertebrate Paleon 
tology. Through May 1: “Origins: Life’s 


First Three Billion Years.’ 





Peabody Museum of Archaeology 
and Ethnology (617-496-1027), 11 Di- 
vinity Ave. Ongoing: “Hall of the North 
American Indian: Change and Continu 
ity”; “Pacific Islands Art and Artitacts”; 
“Distinguished Casts: Curating Lost 
Monuments”; “Encounters with the 
Americas.” Through Dec. 30: “From 
Nation to Nation: Examining Lewis 
and Clark’s Indian Collection.” 
Through April 30: “Bringing Japan to 
Boston. Through June 30: “Imazighen! 
Beauty and Artisanship in Berber Life.” 
— Radcliffe Ceramics Studio (617- 
354-8705), 219 Western Ave., Allston. 
Thurs., 3-8 p.m.; Fri.-Sun., 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m. Dec. 16-19: “Holiday Show & 
Sale.” Reception Dec. 16, 3-8 p.m 
— Arthur M. Sackler Museum (617- 
495-9400), 485 Broadway. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admis- 
sion $6.50, $5 for seniors and stu- 
dents, free for ages 18 and under. Free 
admission on Sat. from 10 a.m. to 
noon. Docent tours Mon.-Fri. at 2 p.m. 
The second and fourth floors feature a 
permanent collection of works from 
Oriental, Islamic, Roman, and other 
ancient cultures. Through Jan. 2 
“Closely Focused, Intensely Felt: Selec- 
tions from the Norma Jean Calder- 
wood Collection of Islamic Art.” 
Through March 13: “A Compelling 
Legacy: Masterworks of East Asian 
Painting.” Dec. 23-April 17: “Marks of 
Enlightenment, Traces of Devotion: 
Japanese Calligraphy and Painting 
from the Sylvan Barnet and William 
Burto Collection.” 

— Semitic Museum (617-495-4631), 6 
Divinity Ave. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-4 p.m. Ongoing: “Nuzi and the 
Hurrians: Fragments from a Forgotten 
Past”; “Ancient Cyprus: The Cesnola 
Collection”; “The Sphinx and the Pyra- 
mids: 100 Years of American Archaeol- 
ogy at Giza”; “The Houses of Ancient Is- 
rael: Domestic, Royal, Divine.” 
MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF 
ART (617-232-1555), Tower Bldg., 621 
Huntington Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sat., 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 

Student Life Gallery, Kennedy Bldg., 
621 Huntington Ave., 2nd fl. Mon.-Fri, 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. Ongoing: “Under Pressure.” 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY, Cambridge 

MIT Museum (617-253-4444), 265 
Mass. Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $3 


Ongoing: “Mind and Hand: The Mak- 
ing of MIT Scientists and Engineers”; 
“Robots and Beyond: Exploring 
Artificial Intelligence at MIT”; “Holog- 
raphy: The Light Fantastic”; “Flashes of 
Inspiration: The Work of Doc Edger- 
ton”; “Gestural Engineering: The 
Sculpture of Arthur Ganson”; “Thinka- 
palooza.” Through Feb. 13: “Visualiz 
ing Physics: Transforming Science 
Learning at MIT.” Through July 2005 
“The Clipper Ship Era.” 

— Center for Advanced Visual Studies 
(617-253-4415), 265 Mass. Ave 
Through Spring 2005: “The Traveling 
Magazine Table.” 

— Compton Gallery (617-253-4444), 
77 Mass. Ave. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 30: “The Art of Structur- 
al Design: A Swiss Legacy.” 

— Dean’s Gallery (617-253-9455), 50 
Memorial Dr. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Through April 1: “Robert Rauschenberg: 
XXXIV Drawings for Dante’s Inferno.” 

— Hart Nautical Galleries (617-253- 
5492), 55 Mass Ave. Daily, 9 a.m.- 
8 p.m. Ongoing: “Ship Models: The 
Evolution of Ship Design”; “Deep Fron, 
tiers: Ocean Engineering at MIT”; 
“TQuarium.” 

— List Visual Arts Center (617-253- 
4680), 20 Ames St., Cambridge. Daily, 
noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “John 
Coplans: Body Parts: A Self-Portrait”; 
“Cerith Wyn Evans: Thoughts Unsaid, 
Now Forgotten”; “Yael Bartana: Three 
Films.” 

— Strobe Alley (617-253-4629), 77 
Mass. Ave. Call for hours. Ongoing 
“Never Stop Learning: The Life and 
Legacy of Harold Edgerton.” 

-Wolk Gallery (617-253-2825), 77 
Mass. Ave., Room 7-338. Mon.-Fri., 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 28: “Vertical 
City: The Life and Design of Pruitt-Igoe.” 
— Women’s Studies Program (617- 
253-8844), Rm. 14E-316, 77 Mass 
Ave. Call for hours. Ongoing: “Women 
at MIT.” 
MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART 
GALLERY (978-922-8222), 23 Essex 
St., Beverly. Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Through Feb. 5: “A New Order: Appro- 
priation Art in the Digital Age.” 

— Carol Schlosberg Alumni Gallery. 
Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-7 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sat., noon-4 p.m. Through Dec. 
22: “Fred Lynch: Coffee Cup Series.” 
MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE ART 
MUSEUM (413-538-2245), South 
Hadley. Tues.-Fri., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Free admission. Ongo 
ing: “Asian Art.” 

NEWBURY COLLEGE Library (617 
730-7070), 150 Fisher Ave., Brookline 
Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; Fri., 
8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m.-4 p.m 

Through Dec. 30: “Sylvia Stagg-Giu 
liano: A Walk in the Past.” 
NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 
(617-373-2249), Boston 

Ryder Hall Atrium, 147 Forsyth St. 
Daily, 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Ongoing: “Recent 
Urban Design: Work in Boston.” 
REGIS COLLEGE, Carney Gallery, 
(781-768-8367), 235 Wellesley St., 
Weston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

— Spellman Museum of Stamps & 
Postal History. Thurs.-Sun., noon- 
5 p.m. Admission $5, $3 for students 
and seniors, free for ages 16 and under. 
Exhibits include rare Lindbergh materi- 
al from 1927 transatlantic flight, US 
and Boston airmail history, and interna- 
tional airmail including the world’s first 
airmail flight in India in 1911. 
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DE- 
SIGN Museum of Art (401-454-6500), 
224 Benefit St., Providence, RI. Tues.- 
Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $5 
for seniors, $3 for students, $2 for ages 
5-18. Ongoing: “19th-Century Paint- 
ing, Sculpture and Decorative Arts”; 
“Rethinking the Romans: New Views of 
Ancient Sculpture.” Through Jan. 23: 
“Dreams and Nightmares: German 
Graphic Arts, 1900-33.” Through Jan. 
30: “Island Nations: New Art from 
Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and 
Puerto Rico.” Through Feb. 13: “What's 
in a Name? The Paisley Pattern and 
Kashmir Shawls.” Through April 17: 
“Celebrating the Jewish Contribution 
to Twentieth Century American Art.” 
SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY New Eng- 
land School of Art & Design Gallery 
(617-536-0383), 75 Arlington St., 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat., 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 23: “God’s Bits Wood”; 
“Mary Sherman: Cold Fish: When 
Paintings and Mechanics Collide.” 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY Aidekman Arts 
Center (617-627-3518), 40R Talbot 
Ave., Medford. Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Through Dec. 19: “Overt 
Covert”; “MFA Thesis Exhibition.” 

— Royall House Slave Quarters (781- 
396-9032), 15 George St. Wed.-Sun., 
2-5 p.m. Ongoing: “From Africa to 
Medford: The Untold Story of the 
Royall House Slaves.” 

UMASS-LOWELL McGauvran Stu 
dent Center (978-934-3491), 71 
Wilder St., Lowell. Mon.-Sat., noon- 
3 p.m. Through Dec. 17: work by 
Kathleen Cammarata 


@ THURSDAY 

8:00 (2) Peter and Paul and the 
Christian Revolution: The Rock and 
the River. This series about the early 
days of the Christ movement follows 
Sts. Peter and Paul through persecution 
and propaganda as they spread the new 
faith throughout the Roman Empire 
With New Testament readings, expert 
commentary, and some re-enactme 
(Until 9 p.m.) 

10:00 (2) Soundstage: Chris Isaak 
Christmas. Isaak records his highly per- 
sonal Christmas album with help from 
Stevie Nicks, Brian McKnight, and 
Michael Bublé. To be repeated on Friday 
at 2 a.m. (Until 11 p.m.) 


@ FRIDAY 
9:00 (44) This Is a Game, Ladies. 
Repeated from last week. A documen 
tary about the Rutgers University 
women’s basketball team and its coach, 
C. Vivian Stringer, who came to wider 
prominence recently as part of the 
coaching team behind the 2004 Gold 
Medal US women’s Olympic basketball 
squad. The focus is on the Scarlet 
Knights’ 2000-2001 season. To be re- 
peated on Saturday at 6 p.m. on Chan- 
nel 2. (Until 11 p.m.) 
1:00 a.m. (2) Great Performances: 
Rill Irwin: Clown Prince. So who's Bill 
Irwin, you ask? We gather that Theater 
People know. He’s an “actor, director, 
choreographer, clown” who “defies cate 
gorization.” His original Broadway 
works include Full Moon, The Regard of 
Flight, and Largely/New York 
had something to do with staging a pro 
duction of Waiting for Godot with Steve 
fartin and Robin Williams. And just to 
prove how hilarious the guy really is, he 
worked on Robert Altman’s laughing 
stock of a film Popeye. This show covers 
all that and Irwin's “lifelong pursuit of 
the clown” (who appears to have gone 
into hiding, possibly for good reason). To 
be repeated on Sunday at 4 p.m. and 
midnight. (Until 1 a.m.) 


@ SATURDAY 

1:30 (4) Football. The Pittsburgh 
Steelers versus the New York Giants 
4:00 (7) Andrea Bocelli Tribute 
on Ice. We don’t care how inspired and 
uplifting the guy is, blind people should 
not be encouraged to skate with the 
pros. The pros involved in this peculiar 
show include Brians Boitano and Orser, 
Todd Eldredge, Ekaterina Gordeeva, 
Nicole Bobek, Caryn Kadavy, and Shae 
Lynn Bourne. (Until 6 p.m.) 

5:00 (4) Basketball. Oklahoma ver 
sus Duke. 

5:00 (25) Football. The Washington 
Redskins versus the San Francisco 49ers 
8:00 (2) Keeping Up Appearances 
Christmas Shows. Not that this Patri- 
cia Routledge comedy is all that funny in 
the first place, but it has its following. 
Here we get Christmas episodes from 
1991, 1994, and 1995. (Until 9:50 p.m.) 
8:00 (5) Remember the Titans 
(movie). A 2000 Disney offering star- 
ring Denzel Washington as the coach of 
a newly integrated high-school football 
team. (Until 11 p.m.) 

8:00 (44) Doctor Zhivago (movie) 
This is actually the 1965 David Lean-di- 
rected epic starring Omar Sharif, Julie 
Christie, Geraldine Chaplin, Alec Guin- 
ness, and Rod Steiger and not the shal 
low TV remake with Keira Knightley 
(Until 11:30 p.m.) 

9:50 (2) Are You Being Served? 
Christmas Shows. The long-running 
gay-bathhouse revue checks in with two 
of its relentlessly not-funny holiday 
episodes: 1975's “Christmas Crackers,” 
and 1979's “Punch and Judy.” We know 
there are diehard fans of this thing; we 
just don’t understand why they exist (or 
why WGBH finds them such a valuable 
audience segment). (Until 11 p.m.) 


m@ SUNDAY 

1:00 (4) Football. The Denver Bron- 
cos versus the Kansas City Chiefs. 

1:00 (25) Football. The Seattle Sea- 
hawks versus the New York Jets. 

4:00 (4) Football. The Jacksonville 
Jaguars versus the Green Bay Packers. 
5:00 (2) Christmas at Baylor. Sea- 
sonal songs from Waco, Texas, featuring 
Baylor’s 150-voice Choral Union, the 
Baylor Symphony Orchestra, the Baylor 
Chamber Singers, and the Baylor A Cap- 
pella Choir. To be repeated tonight at 
1 a.m. (Until 6 p.m.) 

6:00 (2) Newport Jazz Festival 
2003. This was meant to be highlights 
from the past summer’s show (the 50th- 
anniversary fest) at Fort Adams State 
Park featuring a lot of pick-up combos 
paying tributes to jazz history’s greats 
But it turns out the 2004 highlight film 


He also 


hot 
dots 


BY CLIF GARBODEN 


won't be available until 2005, so this is 
something from last year. (Until 7 p.m.) 
7:00 (2) LA Holiday Celebration. 
First we heard of it, but for the past 43- 
plus years, it seems, Los Angeles has 
hosted an extravaganza showcasing the 
talents and holiday traditions of the 
city’s various and varied neighborhoods 
This is actually the 2002 edition, edited 
down from six hours of performances 
recorded at the Dorothy Chandler Pavil- 
ion and Music Center. (Until 8 p.m 
9:00 (2) Masterpiece Theatre: 
Doctor Zhivago, part one. The Keira 
Knightley remake we warned you about 
earlier. Rather a far cry from the film 
version and removed farther yet from 
the politics-heavy Pasternak novel. Hans 
Matheson plays the title medic/poet; 
creepy Sam Neill stands in for Rod 
Steiger as Komarovsky. To be repeated 
tonight at 4 a.m., and at 1 and 4 a.m. on 
Channel 44. (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (4) Fallen Angel (movie). Re 
demption for the holidays. Gary Sinise 
plays a lawyer who goes back to his 
home town and finds love, f 

and Joely Richardson. (Until 11 | 

9:00 (44) Independent Lens: 7h: 
Day My God Died. A documentary that 
puts a human face on the sex trade that 
forces young girls from Nepal to work in 
the filthy brothels of Bombay through a 
series of first-person victim profiles. Plus 
a look at advocates and activists who 
are working to dismantle the flesh mar 
ket. (Until 10 p.m.) 

10:00 (44) Indie Select: Shahrbanoo 
This is a bit confusing ard difficult to ex- 
plain. Melissa, an American woman, 
marries an Iranian and goes to live in 
Tehran, where she meets Shahrbanoo, a 
housekeeper who introduces her to some 
sort of women’s discussion group. Need 
less to say, the discussions leap some cul 
tural gaps. (Until 11 p.m.) 

11:00 (44) Austin City Limits. Fea- 
turing music from Michael McDonald 
and Joss Stone. (Until midnight.) 


@ MONDAY 

8:00 (2) Dickens: Secrets, Blazing 
Away, and Terror to the End. Hey, Chris 
mas means Charles Dickens, right? S¢ 
by that logic, we get this fairly negative 
three-part profile of the great writer 
hosted by Chas biographer Peter Ack- 
royd. The first hour covers the influen- 
tial women in Dickens’s life — mother, 
wife, and mistress. Part two describes 
his literary fame and his social climbing. 
And finally, we watch his home life fall 
apart as his tortured wife goes mad and 


he gravitates toward the affections of 


actress Ellen Ternan. To be repeated 
tonight at 1 a.m. (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (5) Football. The Pats versus the 
Miami Dolphins 

9:00 (44) Mystery: Death in Holy Or- 
ders, part one. Martin Shaw plays Adam 
Dalgliesh in this truly complex adapta- 
tion of a PD. James novel about the sup- 
posed accidental death of a seminary 
student that also has a long-winded sub- 
plot about closing and selling off St 
Anselm’s College. Pretty good if you 
stick with it — and possibly take notes 
(Until 10:30 p.m.) 

1:00 a.m. (44) The American Ex- 
perience: Miss America. An exhaustive 
look at the history and the cultural im- 
port of the nation’s oldest, surviving 
beauty pageant. Featuring interviews 
with contestants and boycotters and an 
examination of how this silly event be- 
came a hot-button women’s-politics 
issue. To be repeated tonight at 4 a.m. 
(Until 3 a.m.) 


m@ TUESDAY 

7:30 (2) La Plaza: Conversations with 
Ilan Stavans: Paquito d’Rivera. An inter- 
view with the former Cuban child prodigy 
and lifetime jazz sensation. (Until 8 p.m.) 
8:00 (2) Nova: The Elegant Universe: 
Einstein’s Dream and String’s the Thing. 
Do you understand string theory? For 
that matter, do you see the need for a 
unified theory of stuff that explains 
everything that’s ever happened (or 
will)? Well, some people devote much 
thought to these very issues, and host 
Brian Greene thinks he can explain them 
to you in this multi-part physics special 


These initial two hours consider Ein- 


stein’s failure to explain everything and 
the birth of string theory through the re- 
discovery of a 200-year-old formula. To 
be repeated tonight at 1 and 4 a.m. on 
Channels 2 and 44. (Until 10 p.m.) 
8:00 (44) Globe Trekker: Ultimate 
Italy. Continuing this season's run of an- 
thology shows, GT gives us Trekker 
Megan McCormick on skis (and not 
shopping, for a change), Trekker Justine 
Shapiro fishing for sea urchins and 
shedding a tear for Pompeii, and 
Trekker Estelle Bingham failing to make 
pizza. To be repeated on Wednesday at 
1 a.m. on Channel 2. (Until 9 p.m.) 
10:00 (2) Nova: The Elegant Universe 
Welcome to the 11th Dimension. That's 
so far beyond the Twilight Zone, it’s not 
even funny. The conclusion of this Theo- 
ry of Everything for Everybody docu- 
mentary visits Princeton, where in 1995, 
Edward Witten combined the five exist- 
ing string-theory versions into one 
big uh multi-dimensional strung- 
out monster called, appropriately, M- 
theory. To be repeated tonight at 3 a.m 
(Until 11 p.m.) 

3:00 a.m. (44) Independent Lens: 
Fine and Doki-Doki. Two experiential 
films, the first about a factory worker 
who doubts the validity of his chosen 
life over lunch with a co-worker, the sec- 
ond about a Japanese woman who de- 
cides to probe the private lives of her 
fellow commuters. (Until 4 a.m.) 


m@ WEDNESDAY 
7:30 (2) Arthur’s Perfect Christ- 
mas. He bills this as Christmas, but the 
ever politically correct Arthur gives 
equal time to Hanukkah and Kwanzaa 
No doubt a heartwarmer whatever your 
faith. (Until 8:30 p.t 
8:00 (44) The Civil War: A Vi 
Bloody Affair (1862) and Forever Free 
(1862). The remastered version of Ken 
Burns's documentary masterpiece con 
tinues with two installments devoted to 
the slavery issue and the war’s progress 
which in 62 was largely progress on the 
South's part. (Until 10:30 p.m.) 
8:30 (2) The Greatest Store in the 
World. Proof that some homeless fami- 
lies have fun. A mom and her two 
daughters decide to hide out in a de 
partment store for the holidays, only to 
end up playing cat-and-mouse with a 
wicked Santa impersonator and his 
henchman elf. (Until 9 p.m.) 
1:00 a.m. (44) Christmas with the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir. Christ- 
mas the way Governor Romney likes it 
from Temple Square in the truly pe- 
culiar town of Salt Lake City. Joining the 
world-famous choir will be world-fa 
mous mezzo-s ino Frederica von 
Stade and world-famous baritone Bryn 
Terfel. Featuring carols from around the 
world. To be repeated tonight at 3 a.m., 
and at 4 a.m. on Channel 2, and on 
Thursday at 10 p.m. and 2 a.m. on 
Channel 2. (Until 2 a.m.) 
2:00 a.m. (44) Christmas at Bel- 
mont. No, not Governor Romney’s Bel- 
mont, but Belmont University, one of 
the many places we've never heard of. 
It’s in Nashville, it specializes in the per- 
forming arts, and every year the music 
department there stages a Christmas 
concert. This year’s host is Brenda 
“Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree’ 
Lee. To be repeated tonight at 4 a.m., 
and at 5 a.m. on Channel 2, and on 
Thursday at 5 a.m. on Channel 44. Only 
the sleepless celebrate Christmas in 
song. (Until 3 a.m.) 


@ THURSDAY 

7:30 (2) Basic Black: A Conversation 
with Antwone Fisher. Host Darren 
Duarte talks with the subject of Denzel 
Washington’s 2002 movie of the same 
name — the story of a violent man sal- 
vaged by a shrink who uncovers his 
abused childhood. (Until 8 p.m.) 

8:00 (2) Peter and Paul and the 
Christian Revolution: The Empire 
and the Kingdom. The history of the 
early Christ movement continues with a 
look at how the title apostles spread the 
Word throughout the Roman Empire, 
which turned out to be a good idea be- 
cause after a failed Jewish revolt left 
Jerusalem in ruins, the new church need 
somewhere to take root. (Until 9 p.m.) 
8:00 (5) The Santa Clause (movie). 
Tim Allen stars in the heartwarming tale 
of a man who kills Santa and takes his 
place. (Until 10 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Andrea Bocelli: Sacred 
Arias. Andy goes to Rome for the holi- 
days and sits in with the Accademia 
Nazionale di Santa Cecilia, under 
Myung-Whun Chung, for a no-surprises 
selection of Schubert, Verdi, and tradi- 
tional carols. To be repeated tonight at 
1 a.m. (Until 10 p.m.) 
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Auburn-haired female: 3 
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Charles, Thai food, hiking, U2; ofc 
If you're a tall, toned guy, A cj. 
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Piercing green eyes a+! 
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tremendous 
talent...an 
unforgettable novel.” 


—The Boston Globe 





“A work 


of genuine 


Stepan sie 


: 
FA NOVEL) 





art—so 
poignant, 

so thoughtful, 
so brilliantly 
conceived and 
constructed. ... 


This is the 
way books 
were meant 


to be written.’ 
— Chicago Tribune 


“Quietly moving... An evocative tale of grief 
and hope.” —The New York Times Book Review 


“Stunning... Pitch-perfect.... Beautifully 


rendered.... The novel’s effect is the same 
[as that of] Ishiguro’s The Remains of the Day.” 


— Minneapolis Star Tribune 
A Perfect 
Holiday Gift 
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Olafsson’s acclaimed 
The Journey Home 
and Absolution are 

also available in 
paperback 
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BY RICHARD C. WALLS 


The Whole Equation: 
A History of Hollywood 


By David Thomson. Alfred A. Knopf, 
416 pages, $27.95. 


you’d think to go to for a just-the-facts 

history of Hollywood, or a history of 
anything else, for that matter. His main 
claim to fame is his Biographical Dictionary 
of Film, now in 
its fourth edition, 
and even those 
who think it’s an 
impressively in- 
formative, enter- 
taining, and in- 
sightful work 
(I’ve kept a copy 
nearby since ’76) 
will also admit 
that it’s eccentric 
or at least more 
subjective than you might expect from a 
book that has “dictionary” in its title. The 
pleasure in reading Thomson is two-fold: it 
derives from his style, those smoothly 
quotable mini bios, and from his occasional- 
ly surprising and well-reasoned opinions. 


D avid Thomson isn’t the first person 

































The pleasure in reading Thomson 
derives from those smoothly 
quotable mini bios, and from his 
occasionally surprising and 
well-reasoned opinions. 


More and less 
than Greed 


David Thomson’s singular Hollywood history 


He’s a critic one is happy both to agree with 
and to argue with. He tests your own criti- 
cal mettle; if you like John Ford’s movies, 
for example, but can’t defend them from 
Thomson’s dissent, then you’re probably 
wrong. 

And so this book is, as the title says, “a” 
history, one of several possible ones, and 
informed by Thomson’s well-established 
likes and dislikes. It’s also very ambitious. 
The title comes from F. Scott Fitzgerald’s 
unfinished final novel, The Last Tycoon: 
“You can take Hollywood for granted like I 
did, or you can dismiss it with the con- 
tempt we reserve for what we don’t under- 
stand. It can be understood too, but only 
dimly and in 
flashes. Not half 
a dozen men 
have ever been 
able to keep the 
whole equation 
of pictures in 
their heads.” 
And what is the 
whole equation? 
“So when I talk 
about ‘the whole 
equation,’ ” 
Thomson writes, “I mean not just the histo- 
ry of American movies, but the history of 
America in the time of movies” and “the 
history of the whole thing in a way that 
could accommodate the artistic careers, the 
lives of the pirates, the ebb and flow of 
business, the sociological impact — in 
short the wonder in the dark, the calcula- 
tion in the offices, and the staggering im- 
pact on America of moving pictures.” 

The implication here is that Thomson 
means to counter the romanticism of the 
auteurists and the notion that moviemaking 
sometimes involves creative artists being 
beaten down by studio pigs. Not that it 
doesn’t, in some sense, it’s just that the 
whole equation renders a more complicated 
picture. His best-made case involves studio 
wunderkind Irving Thalberg (who was the 
model for The Last Tycoon) and his handling 
of Erich von Stroheim’s 1925 film Greed, 
which the director had whittled down to a 
monumental eight hours and which Thal- 
berg then cut down to just over two. In 
Thomson’s telling, Thalberg comes across as 
more a practical facilitator of getting the 
movie into the marketplace than a mere 
philistine outraged by Stroheim’s gall. 
“For those of a mind to believe that 
the American movie was within 
reach of ‘art,’ it has always been 
easy to describe Greed as a 
tragic loss. But for any- 
one willing to allow 
that American 
film is some- 
thing else — 
not an art so 

much as a 
business 
based on 
moving us 
— then what 
happened is 
not only under- 
standable but reason- 


MOVIE LOVER: Thomson counters the romanticism of film auteurists and the notion that 


moviemaking sometimes involves creative artists being beaten down by studio pigs — 


though it’s that, too. 








able. It shows Thalberg as a 
model of fairness. As if fair- 
ness had anything to do with 
art — no, it is the mealy- 
mouthed language of com- 
mon sense and business and 
politics.” 

Thomson loves movies, 
it’s clear, but he worries that 
people sometimes overesti- 
mate them — he insists on 
context, on mentioning 
that in 1912, the year 
Mahler’s Ninth Symphony 
was first performed, D.W. 
Griffith’s “art” was still 
naive and coarse. And he 
knows this is a provoca- 
tion. “This harping on 
what other arts were 
doing may seem like the 
thin edge of snobbery’s 
wedge. But it’s only an 
attempt to see film as 
the art it might be,” he 
argues when discussing 
the Virginia Woolf-in- 
spired The Hours, a 
film that he likes very 
much but that he says 
“suffers terribly in 
comparison with Mrs. 
Dalloway.” 

But the main part 
of the whole equa- 
tion, the part that 
gets the most em- 
phasis, involves the 
business side of 
moviemaking and 
the structures of the 
film factories and 
the assorted types 
that are needed to 


oil and exploit the machine. And that’s 

my only complaint about the book — it can 
get a little dull, something I wasn’t expect- 
ing from this particular writer. At one point, 
Thomson says, writing about the machina- 
tions of the Music Corporation of America 
and the Screen Actors Guild during the early 
days of television, “I hope this doesn’t sound 
too technical.” But it does, as does a lot of 
the stuff that follows the money, dissects the 
byzantine structure of power, lists annual 
profits, and speculates on where the money 
really went — at least in the sense that it’s 
something you read and think, “I’ll come 
back to this and really try to grasp it when I 
think it’s something I should really know, 


which may be never.” 


That’s me, of course: business remains a 
thing forever opaque, and though I’ve been 
a paid movie critic long enough to doubt 





my sanity, I still don’t care about the details _first. 
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READINGS 


@ THURSDAY 16 
MARGARET McLEAN reads from 
her Under Oath at 6 p.m. at the 
Boston Public Library, Mezzanine 
Conference Rm., Copley Sq., Boston. 
Free; (617) 859-2212. 





GRUB STREET STUDENT READ- | 


ING is at 7:30 p.m. at Porter Square 
Books, 25 White St., Cambridge. 
Free; (617) 491-2220. 


@ FRIDAY 17 


GARY DUEHR AND JACQUELYN 


POPE read from their poetry at 8 
p.m. at Toast Lounge, 70 Union Sq., 
Somerville. Free; (617) 623-9211. 


@ SATURDAY 18 
“OPEN BARK POETRY NIGHT” 
with Deborah Priestly is at 8 p.m. at 


Out of the Blue Gallery, 106 Prospect 
St., Cambridge. Suggested donation 
$3-$5; (617) 354-5287. 


@ SUNDAY 19 

LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY SLAM 
& JAM is at 7:30 p.m. at the Lizard 
Lounge, 1667 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 


| Tickets $6; (617) 547-0759. | 
POETRY EXCHANGE hosted by 


Richard Moore is from 3 to 5 p.m. at 
Harvard Coop, 1400 Mass. Ave., 3rd 
floor, Cambridge. Free; (617) 489- 
0519. 


m@ MONDAY 20 
STONE SOUP POETRY OPEN 
MIC with Jack Powers is at 8 p.m. at 
Out of the Blue Gallery, 106 Prospect 
St., Cambridge. Suggested donation 
$4; (617) 227-0845. 


@ WEDNESDAY 22 
BOSTON POETRY SLAM & OPEN 


of the David Begelman scandal (just the 
juicy bits). But there’s so much more here. 
There are familiar stories like Chaplin’s rise 
and fall, Griffith’s rise and fall, Selznik’s 
rise and fall, stylishly retold, a clutch of in- 
terpolated thumbnail bios, meditations on 
California sunlight and what it means to be 
a member of an audience. B-movies get 
short shrift — they’re addressed only when 
post-WW2 noir arrives — and the develop- 
ment of the modern rating system is barely 
mentioned. But Thomson is thorough in 
shoring up his view that Hollywood movies 
were never quite an art, that they’ve de- 
scended from a golden age that never quite 
happened, and that things are just getting 
worse. You may want to argue with that, 
but I highly recommend you read the book 


MIC is at 8 p.m. at the Cantab 
Lounge, 738 Mass. Ave., Central Sq., 
Cambridge. Tickets $3; (617) 354- 


TALKS 


@ THURSDAY 16 
“WAL-MART & SWEATSHOP 
WORKERS” is a lecture by Ellen 
Rosen at 12:30 p.m. at Brandeis Uni- 
versity, Women’s Studies Research 
Center, South St., Waltham. Free; 
(781) 736-8100. 


@ TUESDAY 21 

“THE MEANING OF IT ALL: CAN 
EXISTENCE BE CONSTRUED?” is 
a discussion with Tom Clark at 7:30 
p.m. at McIntyre & Moore Book- 
sellers, 255 Elm St., Somerville. Free; 
(617) 629-4840. 








paperbacks 





“An Hieronymous Bosch 
painting in novel form.” 


—SFX Magazine 














In this stunning debut, 
K. J. Bishop takes you 
into the teeming city of 









Ashamoil, where two 







fugitives—a man with 






a talent for killing and 












a woman with the 





power to heal—find 






their destinies 







magically intertwined. 








Combines] equal 

parts of Stephen King’s 

Dark Tower series 

and China Mieéville’s 

Perdido Street Station.” 
—Publishers Weekly 











“Brings to mind the 
works of Italo Calvino 
and Jorge Luis Borges.” 


— Locus 
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Winding up, winding down 


The classical-music season ends on a modern note 


BY LLOYD SCHWARTZ 


e fall season may be winding 
down, but it’s still brimming 
with life. At the Boston Sym- 

phony Orchestra, James Levine con- 
cluded his first run as music director 
with one of his liveliest — and 
longest — programs of 20th-century 
music. Symphony Hall wasn’t filled, 
but it was full of enthusiastic and ap- 
preciative listeners. Although the 
program hadn't changed, the order 
of pieces had not yet settled when 
the program book was printed. The 
season brochure promised us 
Schoenberg’s Verklarte Nacht 
(“Transfigured Night”), the compos- 
er’s 1943 revision of his 1917 
arrangement for string orchestra of 
his 1899 work for string sextet, fol- 
lowed by Messiaen’s Et exspecto res- 
urrectionem mortuorum (“And I look 
for the resurrection of the dead”), 
with its solemn and otherworldly 
music for winds, brasses, and percus- 
sion; then Stravinsky’s moving and 
ritualistic Symphonies of Winds, his 
elegy for Debussy, followed by 
Bartok’s dazzling, intricately de- 
signed Music for Strings, Percussion, 
and Celesta. The order made sense: 
strings, winds, winds, strings — with 
a big finish. It got changed, however, 
to Stravinsky and Messiaen, Schoen- 
berg and Bartok, which also made 
sense: first half focusing on winds, 
second half on strings. That was the 
order of the printed program notes. 
But on the main page of the program 
book, and in the music director’s 
note, the last two pieces were re- 
versed, so that the concert ended 
with Verklarte Nacht — the earliest 
and quietest piece. It was finally the 
most daring order — and it worked. 

One reason for all the changes 
was the logistical problem of rear- 
ranging the seating of the players for 
each piece. As it was, the final se- 
quence involved a seven-minute 
pause for furniture moving and re- 
moving, including getting Bartok’s 
two keyboard instruments off stage. 
I thought this would hurt the mo- 
mentum of the program, but it did- 
n't; the long wait before the conclu- 
sion may have helped make the 
Schoenberg sound more conclusive. 

The Stravinsky was an effective 
opening. It begins with a fanfare, 
which then alternates with a muted, 
almost medizval-sounding brass 
chorale: worldly and sacred, appro- 
priate for Debussy. Opening night, 
some of the attacks were still a little 
ragged, but the performance was 
eloquent. It was the best night of the 
season for Elizabeth Rowe, the BSO’s 
new principal flute, who played with 
a lustrous liquidity. Levine kept the 
brasses quite separate from the 
woodwinds, giving spatial emphasis 
to how each appearance of the 
brasses serves as a kind of punctua- 
tion. A suspended rest before the 
final transcendent section made it 
seem like a true apotheosis, a spiri- 
tual resolution that had to be earned 
and was worth waiting for. 

This led beautifully into the 
strange and scary solemnities of the 
Messiaen, with its array of “struck” 
metallic instruments (cowbells, six 
gongs, three tam-tams) here added 








to the instruments that have to be 
blown (including the unusual tuba- 
like bass saxhorn sounding the low- 
est depths). In the score, each of the 
five movements is preceded by a quo- 
tation from the Bible; these journey 
from despair (“Out of the depths 
have I cried unto thee”) to joyful ele- 
vation (“And I heard the voice of a 
great multitude”). The piece, as pro- 
gram annotator Steven Ledbetter 
points out, combines Messiaen’s fa- 
miliar “three threads of Catholic mys- 
ticism, birdsong, and exotic 





OVERAMBITIOUS? Only And 


externalized but indrawing and 
yearning: eerie (the entrance of the 
celesta in the first movement) and 
discomforting (those slithery violins 
in the Adagio), shocking (the explo- 
sion that triggers the last movement) 
and utterly magical. I loved the way 
Levine slowed the pace anticipating 
the final big event. 

Verklarte Nacht is one of Schoen- 
berg’s most direct and moving works. 
It was inspired by Richard Dehmel’s 
poem about two lovers: a woman 
pregnant with another man’s child 
and the man who loves her, accepts 
the child, even becomes her child. It’s 
full of Wagnerian echoes, but Levine 
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rea Colman (right), as the bewildered housekeeper, Mrs. Grose, was up to Brit- 


to his music — three pieces from 
three different periods, all featuring 
piano (the accomplished Aleck Karis). 
Oboist Peggy Pearson and harpist Ina 
Zdorovetchi were supposed to be 
framing these pieces with 10 selec- 
tions from Birtwistle’s recent 26 Or- 
phic Elegies (he’s obsessed with the 
myth of Orpheus), but Pearson cut 
her hand the day of the concert and 
had to cancel. Our loss on several lev- 
els, including that of a meaningful 
shape to the event and the added di- 
mension of a completely different 
tonal quality — not to mention con- 
cern for her well-being. 
Nevertheless, what we got was 





ten’s vocal and dramatic demands in the NEC Opera Theatre production of The Turn of the Screw. 


rhythms.” It’s bewitching and awe-in- 
spiring — the experience is like en- 
tering a mysterious chamber or crypt 
and falling into a trance. John Ferril- 
lo’s oboe song in the first movement 
embodied the human voice entering 
into this mystical realm. By the end, 
the entire hall is reverberating with 
sound. Messiaen asks for a minute’s 
pause between movements, and 
Levine acquiesced — pacing, in a 
way, that prepared the audience for 
the long wait later between the 
Bartok and the Schoenberg. 

All season, I’ve been restraining 
the impulse to make invidious com- 
parisons between the new music di- 
rector and his predecessor. But I no 
longer can. Seiji Ozawa was much 
admired for his performances of 
20th-century orchestral music. He 
led Barték’s Music for Strings, Percus- 
sion, and Celesta numerous times, 
and he made it a brilliant display 
piece for the orchestra (which Bartok 
actually divides into two orchestras). 
But under Ozawa, the piece almost 
completely lacked content or feeling. 
How marvelous, now, to hear it 
played for emotional meaning(s). 
Dazzlingly — these players really 
know it, though they haven't per- 
formed it since 1996 — but also 
with warmth, mystery, nuance. Not 


began it more like Tchaikovsky than 
Wagner, as if it were a later, more 
chromatic Pathétique. It was affecting, 
all the tonal and rhythmic complexi- 
ties of the previous pieces boiled 
down to the one timbre (strings, in all 
their variety). The playing was ravish- 
ing, not least Malcolm Lowe’s solo vi- 
olin. And the final transfiguration — 
rhapsodic, ardent, yet not swooning 
— was a poignant human conclusion 
(two and a half hours later) to an ex- 
traordinary evening of spiritual and 
psychological tensions. The maestro 
will be back for one program in Janu- 
ary before his final series of the sea- 
son in March. Ill miss him. 


ALTHOUGH BOSTON’S MAJOR 
NEW-MUSIC GROUPS have played 
occasional pieces by Sir Harrison 
Birtwistle, my own experience of his 
quirky and compelling music has 
been mainly from listening to Pierre 
Boulez’s Birtwistle recording (whose 
major item, Secret Theatre, will be fea- 
tured during next summer’s Tangle- 
wood contemporary-music week). 
The 70-year-old British composer, 
grizzled and cherubic, has been in 
residence at Harvard this semester, 
and last weekend, Harvard’s Music 
Department sponsored the first 
Boston-area concert devoted entirely 
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choice. Karis and clarinettist 
Michael Norsworthy began with 
Birtwistle’s early and quietly under- 
stated Verses (1965), with its single 
pitches for clarinet and hushed 
piano chords organized around a 
series of “refrains” and more elabo- 
rate “verses.” Then Karis returned 
for Harrison’s Clocks (1998) — a 
virtuosic depiction of the 18th-cen- 
tury clockmaker John Harrison’s at- 
tempts to invent a clock that could 
keep time at sea. Birtwistle himself 
(another “Harrison”) is also con- 
cerned with keeping — or subvert- 
ing — time. So after a vigorous 
slide down the scale to the bottom 
of the keyboard, each of the five 
movements ticks away (as it were) 
to a different drummer, often in si- 
multaneous layers of contrasting 
rhythms and tempos. The rhythmic 
inventiveness and play of wit is 
nothing short of astounding. Karis 
was a clockmaker supreme. 

The concert ended with another 
marvel, Nenia: The Death of Orpheus 
(1970), a kind of dramatic cantata 
(“nenia” is Latin for “funeral song”) 
in which a soprano — the impressive 
Tony Arnold — sings all three roles: 
the narrator telling the story and the 
lamenting voices of the two lovers, 
Orpheus and Eurydice, who inter- 


rupt the narrator after almost every 
word by calling out each other’s 
name in despair. It was a vocal and 
dramatic tour de force. Birtwistle’s 
unusual sound world consists of 
three bass clarinets (Norsworthy, 
who also played screaming high clar- 
inet when Orpheus is attacked by 
the Maenads, Katharine Metasy, and 
Steven Jackson) and tingling, jan- 
gling percussion (Aaron Trant). 
Robert Schulz conducted for point, 
clarity, and drama. 


THE NEW ENGLAND CONSER- 
VATORY OPERA THEATRE cele- 
brated the 50th anniversary of Ben- 


jamin Britten’s The Turn of the Screw, 


a chamber opera of perfection in 
musical design, dramatic power, and 
literally haunting beauty. Myfanwy 
Piper’s libretto may actually improve 
on Henry James’s famous ghost 
story, making it about the war be- 
tween conventional morality and the 
dark sexual energy of the creative 
imagination. In the opera, the gov- 
erness of two precocious children is 
as guilty of their destruction as are 
their ghostly seducers. 

Apart from the excellent playing 
of the enveloping orchestral music 
(John Greer conducted), the atmos- 
pheric set designed by Caleb 
Wertenbaker (mainly a mysterious 
“psychological” forest with sliding 
panels allowing characters suddenly 
to appear and disappear), and (in 
the cast I saw) the confident, vocal- 
ly authoritative Andrea Colman as 
the bewildered housekeeper, Mrs. 
Grose, no one was up to the opera’s 
vocal or dramatic demands. Guest 
stage director David Gately flat- 
tened the ambiguity of this subver- 
sive parable into a coarse melodra- 
ma about child sexual abuse. “The 
ceremony of innocence,” to quote 
the Yeats-quoting ghosts them- 
selves, “was drowned.” Most of the 
diction was unacceptable (the opera 
is in English, so the supertitles 
shouldn’t have been necessary). It 
was cruel to expose the inadequa- 
cies of student singers in roles be- 
yond their current abilities. (Maybe 
the cast I didn’t see was more ac- 
complished.) And it was cheating to 
cast a young woman as the tor- 
mented Miles, a part written for a 
boy soprano. 

One of my touchstones for Bad 
Opera was the Boston Lyric Opera’s 
misguided 1987 “opera-for-the-deaf” 
production of The Turn of the Screw, 
with two casts, singers and signers 
both in costume and on stage simul- 
taneously. The governess’s intense 
solo, “I am alone, alone,” got one of 
the biggest unintentional laughs I’ve 
ever heard in public. Supertitles 
have rendered this particular form of 
silliness obsolete. Prism Opera had a 
big success with the opera in 2000. 
But my great experience with it re- 
mains its first recording, in 1954, 
with Britten conducting and the ex- 
traordinary British soprano Jennifer 
Vyvyan as the governess (she was 
the singer in the Pina Bausch ballet 
at the beginning of Pedro Almod6- 
var’s Hable con ella/Talk to Her), 
tenor Peter Pears as the uncanny 
ghost Peter Quint, and the late David 
Hemmings of Blow-Up fame heart- 
breaking as Miles. @ 
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>Listings 


THE HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY presents “Stille Nacht: 





A German Christmas” Thursday and Sunday. 


a 


concerts 





@ THURSDAY 16 

BOSTON CAMERATA CONDUCT- 
ED BY JOEL COHEN presents “A 
Mediterranean Christmas” Thurs. at 
8 p.m. at the Church of the Covenant, 
67 Newbury St., Boston, and Fri. at 
8 p.m. at the First Congregational 
Church, 11 Garden St., Cambridge 
Tickets $22-$42; (866) 427-2092. 
BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART presents “Holi- 
day Pops” Thurs. at 3 and 8 p.m., Fri 
at 4 and 8 p.m., Sat.-Sun., at 11 a.m 
and 3 and 7:30 p.m., and Mon.- 
Thurs. at 4 and 8 p.m. at Symphony 
Hall, 301 Mass. Ave., Boston. Tickets 
$30-$107; (617) 266-1200 
HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY 
CONDUCTED BY GRANT 
LLEWELLYN presents “Stille Nacht 
A German Christmas” Thurs. at 
8 p.m. and Sun. at 3 p.m. at Jordan 
Hall, 30 Gainsborough St., Boston 
Tickets $26-$60; (617) 266-4048. 


@ FRIDAY 17 

“A FESTIVAL OF CAROLS” with 
the Boston Boy Choir, St. Paul Men’s 
Schola, the BACS Handbell Choir, 
and the Beacon Brass is Fri. at 8 p.m 
and Sun. at 3:30 p.m. at St. Paul 
Church, Bow and Arrow Sts., Cam 
bridge. Tickets $10-$25; (617) 868- 
8658 

BOSTON BAROQUE CONDUCT- 
ED BY MARTIN PEARLMAN per 
forms Handel’s Messiah Fri.-Sat. at 
Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsbor- 


8 p.m. at 





Pops in “Holiday Pops.” 


ough St., Boston. Tickets $22-$63; 
(617) 484-9200 

CHORUS PRO MUSICA presents 
“Joyeux Noel” Fri. at 8 p.m. and Sun 
at 3 p.m. at Old South Church, Cop- 
ley Sq., Boston. Tickets $20-$40; 
(617) 267-7442 

DEVIL MUSIC ENSEMBLE per 
forms works by Michael Tuttle, Jonah 
Rapino, Brendon Wood, David Patter 
son, and Erik Nugent at 8 p.m. at 
Massachusetts College of Art, 621 
Huntington Ave., Boston. Tickets $5; 
(617) 427-3267 

MILLENNNIUM GOSPEL CHOIR 
performs at 7:30 p.m. at the Museum 


KEITH LOCKHART conducts the Boston 


of Fine Arts, 465 Huntington Ave., 
Boston. Tickets $24; (617) 267-9300 
GREGORY PETERSON gives an 
organ recital at 12:15 p.m. at Old 
South Church, 645 Boylston St., 
Boston. Donations accepted; (617) 
536-0944 ext. 376 

BOSTON CAMERATA CONDUCT- 
ED BY JOEL COHEN. See listing 
for Thurs. 

BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART. See listing for 
Thurs 


@ SATURDAY 18 

BACK BAY CHORALE performs 
choral music by Schiitz, Weelkes, 
Young, Dett, and others at 8 p.m. at 
the Church of the Covenant, 67 New- 
bury St., Boston. Tickets $20, $15 for 
students, seniors; (617) 648-3885 
MUSICA SACRA performs Gregg 
Smith’s A Mary Trilogy and works by 
Giovanni Gabrieli, Heinrich Schiitz, 
Samuel Scheidt, Andreas Hammer- 
schmidt, and Giovanni Bassano at 8 p.m 
at the First Congregational Church, 11 
Garden St., Cambridge. Tickets $20-$40, 
$15 for students, seniors; (617) 349- 
3400 

BOSTON BAROQUE CONDUCT- 
ED BY MARTIN PEARLMAN. See 
listing for Fri. 

BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART. See listing for 
Thurs 


@ SUNDAY 19 

CAROL FARLEY AND KATIE 
PICKETT perform works for piano 
and voice at 5 p.m. at the New School 
of Music, 25 Lowell St., Cambridge 
Free; (617) 492-8105 

STEVEN ISSERLIS 
AND ROBERT 
LEVIN present the 
“Complete Beethoven 
Cello Sonatas, Part II” 
at 1:30 p.m. at the Is 
abella Stewart Gard- 
ner Museum, 280 the 
Fenway, Boston. Tick- 
ets $35; (617) 566- 
1401 

“A FESTIVAL OF 
CAROLS.” See list 
ing for Fri 

BOSTON POPS 
CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART. 
See listing for Thurs 

CHORUS PRO MU- 
SICA. See listing for 
Fri. 

HANDEL AND 
HAYDN SOCIETY 
CONDUCTED BY 
GRANT LLEWELLYN. 
See listing for Thurs 


m@ MONDAY 20 

BOSTON POPS 
CONDUCTED BY KEITH LOCK- 
HART. See listing for Thurs 


@ TUESDAY 21 

BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART. See listing for 
Thurs 


M@ WEDNESDAY 22 

BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART. See listing for 
Thurs 


@ THURSDAY 23 

BOSTON POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART. See listing for 
previous Thurs 





























ven a casual follower of classical 

music is apt to have heard that its 

recording business is on the verge 
of collapse, drowning in rehashes of 


ty projects that few are interested in 
and fewer still will buy. But for an in- 


a lot of marvelous stuff. Enough, per- 
haps, to dispel the doom and gloom 
about its future, at least briefly at the 
end of the year. 

What follows isn’t a Top 10 list or a 


Think of it rather as a selection of 
snapshots from the year’s offerings — 


art form. 


standard repertoire and expensive vani- 


dustry in crisis, it manages to crank out 


set of suggestions for stocking stuffers. 


bright lights from a still fresh and vital 


High notes 


Great sounds from 2004 


BY DAVID WEININGER 


title roles. 

Back to the radical-rethink category 
for Austrian pianist Till Fellner, whose 
recording of Book One of Bach’s Well- 
Tempered Clavier (ECM) opens the 
piece up to an entirely new sound 
world. Glenn Gould has cast a long 
shadow over Bach pianists, but Fellner 
rejects Gould’s dry tone and laser-clear 
counterpoint, pedaling judiciously and 
playing with a hazy but beautiful aura 
that envelops Bach’s notes, making 
them seem even more otherworldly. 
When the individual lines emerge, 
they’re somehow even more remark- 
able, and Fellner also builds the archi- 
tecture of the slower, monumental 
fugues, like the D-minor and the B- 


sets that Deutsche Grammophon has recently released. 


And it is still possible to make the 
most familiar of works sound fresh and 
vital. Exhibit A this year is René Jacobs’s 
recording of Le nozze di Figaro (Harmo- 
nia Mundi). There’s a lot of great 
singing here, including Simon Keenly- 
side as an intense, seething Count and 
Patrizia Ciofi as a poised and knowing 
Susanna. But what makes this Figaro 
one for the ages is the crackling energy 
and phenomenal detail that Jacobs and 
the first-rate Concerto K6ln bring to the 
score. If you’ve resisted period-instru- 
ment versions of old favorites, this one 
may well make a convert of you. 

Another excellent period-instrument 
opera recording comes from harpsi- 
chordist-turned-conductor Emmanuelle 
Haim, who leads her Concert d’Astrée 
in Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas (Virgin). 
The results aren’t as world-altering as 
Jacobs’s, but the direction is similarly 
propulsive, and she has an amazing 
cast, including mezzo-soprano Susan 
Graham and tenor Ian Bostridge in the 
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minor, with unerring power. 

The most important release of con- 
temporary music this year was William 
Bolcom’s epic setting of William 
Blake’s visionary Songs of Innocence 
and of Experience on the indispensable 
Naxos label. Bolcom’s cycle is a mas- 
sive work for soloists, chorus, and 
many musicians that speaks in a bewil- 
dering variety of musical tongues: 
atonal modernism, jazz, rock, and 
grand operatic ensembles all find their 
way into the tapestry. This creates the 
perfect space for Blake’s hallucinatory 
poetry. Leonard Slatkin leads a gigan- 
tic array of performers and ensembles, 
most of them from the University of 
Michigan, where Bolcom has taught 
since 1973. The two-hour-plus experi- 
ence is thrillingly unorthodox, just like 
the poet himself. 

Among our tremendous local talent, 
Kim Kashkashian never seems to get the 
recognition she deserves. She’s a close 
associate of the Armenian composer 


Tigran Mansurian, and their latest col- 
laboration is a viola concerto titled 

.. and then I was in time again that 
she plays on a recent ECM recording. 


It’s a strangely perfect pairing: Mansuri- 


an’s fragile, haunted music finds its 
presence in the muscular tone of 
Kashkashian’s playing. The Grammy- 
nominated recording includes other 


works by Mansurian, including the even 


more spectral Confessing with Faith for 
viola and four voices. 

One of the great comebacks of last 
year was the pianist Leon Fleisher’s re- 
turn to two-handed performing after 
years of playing with only his left hand. 
The aptly named Two Hands (Vanguard 
Classics) celebrates his welcome return. 
It opens with an arrangement of Bach’s 
“Jesus, bleibet meine Freunde” (‘“Jesu, 
Joy of Man’s Desiring”) that’s played 


with absolute tranquillity and closes 
with the summa of piano sonatas, the 
Schubert B-flat. Its sense of unaffected 
purity is unearthly. As one critic said 
after one of his recitals, “One wanted to 
shake both of Mr. Fleisher’s hands.” 
Finally, anyone who thinks that 
Leonard Bernstein’s conducting became 
self-indulgent and willful with age — 
and there are many — should do him- 
self or herself a favor and check out 
some of the budget-price boxed sets of 
Lenny’s recordings that Deutsche 
Grammophon has recently re-released. 
Four are devoted to a single composer 
— Beethoven, Brahms, Haydn, and 
Sibelius — and a fifth has six wonder- 
ful discs of American music. Yes, Bern- 
stein could wallow at times, but every 
set contains a lot of magnificent music- 
making: larger-than-life Beethoven, 
joyous Haydn, commanding Sibelius, 
all proving that he remained to the end 
one of America’s great musical commu- 
nicators. & 


SELF-INDULGENT AND WILLFUL? Do yourself a favor and check out some of the budget-priced Leonard Bernstein boxed ~ 


BSF oy Spo 
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FETISH FAIR FLEAMARKET: find 
corsets, cuffs, whips, and all the rest 
of your holiday needs Friday at the > 


Boston Sheraton. 





events 


@ FRIDAY 17 
FETISH FAIR FLEAMARKET with 
corsets, cuffs, whips, chains, boots, 
books, vendors, discussion groups, an 
art exhibit, and a fetish masquerade ball 
is Fri. from 7 to 9 p.m., Sat. from 
11 am. to 1 am., and Sun. from 
11 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. at the Boston Sher- 
aton Hotel, 39 Dalton St., Boston. Tick- 
ets $10 ($15 for ball); (617) 876-6352. 
SUPER PUPPET-O-RAMA EXTRAV- 
. AGANZA with Emerson College’s Pup- 
pet Workshop presenting works for 
handpuppets, shadowpuppets, and ob- 
ject theater including a Celebrity Poet 
Death Match, Donald Rumsfeld Can- 
tastoria, and a vegan manifesto per- 
formed by pigs is Fri.-Sat. at 8 p.m. at 
the Puppet Showplace Theater, 32 Sta- 
tion St., Brookline. Free; (617) 497- 
9889 


@ SATURDAY 18 
FETISH FAIR FLEAMARKET. See 
listing for Fri. 


@ SUNDAY 19 

“LE GRAND DAVID AND HIS 
OWN SPECTACULAR MAGIC 
COMPANY” perform at 3 p.m. 
at the Cabot Street Cinema The- 
atre, 286 Cabot St., Beverly. 
Tickets $15, $10 for children 
under 12; (978) 927-3677. 
FETISH FAIR FLEAMARKET. 
See listing for Fri. 


@ THURSDAY 23 
ZEITGEIST TABLE TENNIS 
TOURNAMENT with ping- 
pong, food, swing & dixieland 
DJ, prizes, and more is from 5 to 
10:30 p.m. at Zeitgeist Gallery, 
1353 Cambridge St., Cambridge. 
Tickets $20; (617) 876-6060. 


holiday 


@ THURSDAY 16 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLI- 
DAY CRAFT FAIR with clocks, 
photographs, cards, calendars, 
jewelry, pottery, clothing, food, 
and more is Thurs.-Fri. from 
11 am. to 7 p.m., Sat. from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sun. from 
noon to 6 p.m., and Tues.-Thurs 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the 
First Unitarian Church, corner of 
Church St. and Mass. Ave., Cam- 
bridge. Free; (413) 625-9779 
HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACULAR 
with more than one million lights, dis- 
plays, a Holiday Village, Hay Bale Maze, 
carolers, and more is Thurs. from 5 to 
9 p.m., Fri.-Sat. from 5 to 10 p.m., and 
Sun.Thurs. from 5 to 9 p.m. at the 
Tweeter Center, 885 South Main St., 
Mansfield. Tickets $12 per carload 
Mon.-Thurs., $15 Fri.-Sun.; (508) 339- 
2822 

INMAN BY MOONLIGHT with 
food, cocktails, comedy, shopping, 
Santa, music, and more is from 7 p.m 
to midnight in Inman Square, Cam- 
bridge St., Cambridge. Free; (617) 
549-9875. 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR” meets Thurs.-Sat. 











and Tues.-Thurs. at 
3 p.m. at Starbucks, cor- 
ner of Boylston and 
Berkeley Sts., Boston 
Tickets $40; (617) 732- 
3920. 


M@ FRIDAY 17 

A CHRISTMAS 
CELTIC SOJOURN 
with Brian O’Donavan is 
Fri.-Sat. at 8 p.m. at the 
Somerville Theatre, 55 
Davis Sq., Somerville 
(617) 931-2000. 
BLACK NATIVITY is 
Fri. at 8 p.m., and Sat.- 
Sun. at 3:30 and 8 p.m 
at Tremont Temple, 88 
Tremont St., Boston 
Tickets $17.50-$37.50; 
(617) 423-6000. 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF 
ART GUIDED WALK- 
ING TOUR.” See listing 
for Thurs. 

HARVARD SQUARE 
HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR. See listing for 
Thurs. 

HOLIDAY LIGHTS 
SPECTACULAR. See list- 
ing for Thurs 


@ SATURDAY 18 
“12 DANCERS DANC- 
ING: A CHRISTMAS 
IN CAMBRIDGE” is 
Sat. at 8 p.m. and Sun. at 
p.m. at the Dance 
Complex, 536 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Tickets 
$15; (617) 515-1276 
CAMBRIDGE ARTISTS HOLIDAY 
GIFT FAIR is from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at the First Baptist Church, 5 Magazine 
St., Cambridge. Free; (617) 354-3062. 
FLEETCENTER PUBLIC SKATE is 
Sat. from 1 to 4 p.m., Sun. from 1 to 
3:30 p.m., and Mon.-Tues. from 1 to 
6 p.m. at the FleetCenter, 1 FleetCenter 
Pl., Boston. Tickets $5; (617) 624-BEAR 
MERRY CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
MOB with the Loose Canon Chorale 
meets Wed. at 2 p.m. at Back Bay Sta- 
tion, Clarendon St., Boston, and Wed. 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Green Street Sta- 
tion, 150 Green St., Jamaica Plain 
Free; (617) 818-0301 
STAMBANDET presents “Music & 
Traditions of Christmas & the Winter 
Solstice in Sweden at 7 p.m. at Church 
of the Messiah Episcopal, 1900 Comm 
Ave., Newton. Tickets $15, $9 for chil- 
dren, seniors; (617) 527-8505 
A CHRISTMAS CELTIC SOJOURN. 
See listing for Fri 
BLACK NATIVITY. See listing for Fri. 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR. See listing for Thurs. 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR. See listing for Thurs. 








FLEETCENTER PUBLIC SKATE: bring 
your own skates, stick, and health 
plan Saturday through Tuesday. 


HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACULAR. 
See listing for Thurs. 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR.” See listing for 
Thurs. 


@ SUNDAY 19 

AARDVARK JAZZ ORCHESTRA 
presents a Christmas concert at 
7:30 p.m. at Emmanuel Church, 15 
Newbury St., Boston. Tickets $15; 
(617) 536-3355 ext. 11 

THE BEGGAR BOYS present “A Celtic 
Christmas” at 4 p.m. at First Baptist 
Church, 848 Beacon St., Newton. Tick- 
ets $15, $10 for students, seniors, free 
for children under ten; (978) 468-2798. 
“12 DANCERS DANCING: A 


CHRISTMAS IN CAMBRIDGE.” 
See listing for Sat 

BLACK NATIVITY. See listing for Fri 
FLEETCENTER PUBLIC SKATE. 
See listing for Sat 

HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACULAR. 
See listing for Thurs 


@ MONDAY 20 
FLEETCENTER PUBLIC SKATE. 
See listing for Sat. 

HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACULAR. 
See listing for Thurs 


@ TUESDAY 21 

THE APOLLO CLUB OF BOSTON 
presents a Christmas concert at 
7:30 p.m. at Old South Meeting House, 
310 Washington St., Boston. Free; 
9617) 482-6439 

THE CHRISTMAS FOLK perform 
seasonal folk favorites at 12:15 p.m. 
at King’s Chapel, 58 Tremont St., 
Boston. Suggested donation $3; (617) 
227-2155. 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR.” See listing for 
Thurs. 

FLEETCENTER PUBLIC SKATE. 
See listing for Sat 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR. See listing for Thurs 
HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACULAR. 
See listing for Thurs. 


M@ WEDNESDAY 22 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR.” See listing for 
Thurs 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR. See listing for Thurs 
HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACULAR. 
See listing for Thurs 


@ THURSDAY 23 

KAT’S XXX-MAS FETISH EXTRAV- 
AGANZA with Ron Jeremy, Robby 
Roadsteamer, Mass, Dogfight, and 
Dryft is at 8 p.m. at the Palace, 1500 
Broadway, Saugus. Tickets $15; (781) 
321-1660. 

“GIVE THE GIFT OF ART GUIDED 
WALKING TOUR.” See listing for 
Thurs. 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR. See listing for Thurs. 
HOLIDAY LIGHTS SPECTACULAR. 
See listing for previous Thurs 


gay & lesbian 


@ SATURDAY 18 

COMING OUT DISCUSSION FOR 
WOMEN is at 11 a.m. at the Women’s 
Center, 46 Pleasant St., Cambridge 
Free; (617) 354-8807 

GAY & LESBIAN PROFESSIONALS 
FOR THE ARTS TOUR meets at 
4 p.m. at Starbucks, corner of Boylston 
and Berkeley Sts., Boston. Tickets $40; 
(617) 732-3920 

GLITTER SWITCH DRAG 
KARAOKE is at 8:30 p.m. at 
Club Hollywood Boston, 41 
Essex St., Boston. Tickets $5; 
(617) 417-0186 

RON SURESHA reads from his 
Bear Lust at 8 p.m. at the Alley 
Bar, 14 Pi Alley, Boston. Free; 
(617) 263-1449. 


@ MONDAY 20 

LESBIAN RAP is at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Women’s Center, 46 Pleas- 
ant St., Cambridge. Free; (617) 
354-8807 

LIVING ART GROUP for les- 
bian, bisexual, transgender, or 
queer women, 13-25, is from 6 
to 8 p.m. at Boston GLASS Com- 
munity Center, 93 Mass Ave., 
3rd floor, Boston. Free; (617) 
266-3349 

SPEAKEASY DISCUSSION 
GROUP FOR LGBT YOUNG 
ADULTS 18-25 is at 7 p.m. at 
Boston GLASS Community 
Center, 93 Mass. Ave., third 
floor, Boston. Free; (617) 266- 
3349. 


@ TUESDAY 21 
BEYOND BINARY a group for 
people who view gender as 
having more than two options 
meets at 7 p.m. at Fenway 
Community Health Center, 7 
Haviland St., Boston. Free; 
(617) 927-6218 
BISEXUAL WOMEN’S RAP is at 
7:30 p.m. at the Women’s Center, 46 
Pleasant St., Cambridge. Free; (617) 
354-8807. 


benefits 

M@ THURSDAY 16 
COUNTRY CHRISTMAS TO BEN- 
EFIT MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDA- 
TION with Commander Cody, 
Blood, Sweat & Gears, and Stan 
Martin & the Honky-Tonk Heroes is 
at 8 p.m. at Johnny D’s, 17 Holland 
St., Somerville. Tickets $15; (617) 
491-0505. 






















Come shop on the wild sive... 


New England Leather Alliance 
proudly presents 


Fetish Fair + ? 4 
Fleamarket™ 
December I7 - 19, 2004 


Sheraton Boston Hotel 
39 Dalton St., Boston 










































































































Super-low room 
rates still available! 


Call 800-325-3535 and ask for the 
Fetish Fair Fleamarket 
rate! 


Vending Hours: 
Saturday | |- 6 
Sunday | 1- 3 





































Admission: 
Only $10 for both days! 


(discounts for NELA associates and affiliate clubs) 




















Special Event: 

Masquerade “Ball 

Sheraton Hotel Ballroom 

Saturday, December |8, 9pm-lam 

presented by NELA and The Network/La Red 
Dj and live performances - $15 cover/cash bar - tix:617-695-0877 










Check our website for more info on scheduled classes, events, activities, 
vendors, volunteer opportunities, and more! (or call 617-876-NELA) 
www.nia-ne wengland.org 







~~ 










(You must be 18+ to attend. No children, infants, recording devices or non-human pets permitted.) 












AXLDIV ERITISE IN THE 
OFFICIAL PROGRAM. 
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MUSIC & DANCE FROM THE FAR & NEAR CORNERS OF THE GLOBE 


For information on the Winter/Spring 2005 program, contact your Sales 
Representative at Phoenix Media Ventures or call: 


Howard Temkin at (617) 859-3242 
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The Corona Sandman 
Ultimate Holiday After the Holidays 


ee 


Register ~ win at ek fine’s stores: 


Allston Food and Spirits:- Allston: 
Atlas Liquors - Medford & Roslindale 
Blanchards Liquors - Revere, 


* 


West Roxbury, Jamaica’Plain § ~* . 
Budget Liquors - Mattapan © “ 
Busa’s Liquors ~ Burlington & Woburn 
D‘AND L Liquors - Waltham 
Chelsea Liquor Mart - Chelsea 
Field Station Liquors - Dorchester 
Gary’s Liquors -. West Roxbury 
Glendale Package ~< Waltham: ~ 
Julie’s Liquors. ~ South Boston 


Kappy’ s Liquors - Malden,.Medford, 
East Boston 


Kiquor Land - Boston 


<< 


ap 


Supreme Liquors - Dorchester 
The Liquor Cabinet - Burlington 
Top Liquors ~Roslirdale =" 


» Vernon’‘s Liquors - Malden, 


Woody's Liquors - Somerville 
Wollaston Wine - Quincy 
Wallaston Supreme. ~ Quincy” 
Reservoir Wine - Brighfop” 
Savel’s Liquors --Mattopdn:. 
Shop N Save Liquors - Quincy 
Marty’s Liquors - Newton ; 
Michaels’s.Fine Wine - Walthom .. 


a 


| ‘Notional ‘Wine-- Quincy” Fy oy 
¥. North Woburn Liquors: - Wobiirn ° 


Parkway Wines - Cambridgey « a 
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@ Sound Bites oar as 
A look ahead to the week in <> ae bag * 
clubs and concerts including oq : 1a] g : 4 4] K and the Vi nyl Skyway 


the Perceptionists, Hayley ty ge 

Westenra, Juliana Hatfield, shoose emotion over volume 
Piebald, Beyond the Embrace, ; 

and Motley Criie. 


oO Rufus Wainwright 
Mac Randall talks with the 


gender-bending young star 
about his new CD. 


@ Frequencies 

» In the wake of this year’s Latin 
Grammy Awards, Josh Kun looks 
at David Bisbal, Alejandro Sanz, 
and the fight for flamenco and 
buleria. 


@ Local Music 

Chris Rucker talks with Willy 
Mason and Grammy nominees 
Killswitch Engage, and Will 
Spitz checks out the Pixies and 
basement shows; plus, this 
week’s Top 10 local CDs. 


@ Kenny 


Wayne Shepherd 
and Dropbox 


Sean Richardson talks with 
young blues-rock phenom 
Shepherd and listens to hard- 
rockers Dropbox. 


QO dip-Hop 

Franklin Soults wonders 
whether “underground” rappers 
like Mos Def, Talib Kweli, and 
De La Soul are now in it only 
for the money. 


@ Live and 
on Record 


Jon Garelick on Kevin Spacey, 
Ted Drozdowski on Hot Tuna, 
and Adam Gold on Soulive. 


@ Off the Record . = | 
Reviews of new CDs by Frickin’ 2 4 
A, Chandler Travis, Kiss, Anders ow ° | BY JONATHAN PERRY, PAGE 3 
Parker, Despistado, and Big 

Mama Thornton. 
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JET 99 
Family Style DvD 


n reflect 25% (or more) savings 


new music and movies, hot prices 





GWEN STEFANI 
Love, Angel, 
Music, Baby 


12c 






FRANZ 
FERDINAND 
Franz Ferdinand 


99 
DvD 





COLLATERAL 1 


99 
DVD 
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Rhythm & Gangsta 





LOS LONELY 
BOYS 


Los Lonely Boys 
Special Edition 


PEARL JAM 
Rearviewmirror 


15% 


148 





THE BOURNE 
SUPREMACY 





193% 


SEASONS 1&2 








LORD OF THE 2 gg SEINFELD: 39% 
RINGS: THE DVD prog DvD 
RETURN OF Season 3 39.99 4DVD, 

THE KING Gift Set 89.99 

Extended Edition 

Also or ale Gift Set 69.99 

3 Pack 89.99 


ONLINE PRICES MAY VARY - SOME SALE PRICING ENDS 12/19/04 


Tower.com 


E UNDER YOUR CHRI 
| kl On Sale - Wed. 12/15 - Sun. 12/19 


sc eh iq 
LOS LONELY BOYS @9gg 
Texican Style 
Live From Austin 
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JOSS STONE 
The Mind, Body 
& Soul Sessions 


AEROSMITH 
You Gotta Move 


29% 


{ Ass LIVE AID 
DvD 


QUEEN 
On Fire Live At 
The Bowl 


14in 
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Tony Bennett \ Blondie \ Johnny Cash \ Duran Duran \ The Clash \ AC/DC \ Frank Sinatra \ Sade \ Nas 
Pear! Jam \ Xzibit AND MANY MORE 


(Classic Sint a 
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Qur guaranteed BEST PRICES every Tuesday 


MANNIE FRESH The Mind Of Mannie Fresh 9.99 CD 
HIP-HOP HITS, VOL. 9 Various Artists 11.99 CD 
KING ARTHUR 19.99 DVD 

THE MANCHURIAN CANDIDATE (2004) 19.99 DVD 
DE-LOVELY Special Edition 19.99 DVD 


on sale 
& available 


ra 4) 








ANACONDAS: 
HUNT FOR THE BLOOD ORCHID 19.99 DVD 


DANNY DECKCHAIR 19.99 DVD 
SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 19.99 DVD 
SHAUN OF THE DEAD 19.99 DVD 


19.99 ovo 


NAPOLEON DYNAMITE 


Can't keep up with what the kids are into? 








Hours of Operation: Black & White Copies, T he L ife pate as at é Cc With 


8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday Color Copies, Fax, Binding 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Saturday & Many Other Services! Steve Z i ssou 


sf Mohatigmelt-terelelsie-miolmereliiiileisiiamelel-tig(-t-$-1-1-m 


We truly appreciate your business! 


168 Massachusetts Avenue «= Boston, MA 02115 


phone: 617-747-2451 = fax: 617-747-2927 
e-mail: copycenter @ berklee.edu 


" the spare, carefully layered beauty of Skating Club's 
excellent new The Unfound Sound"-- Boston Phoenix 
"gorgeous pop atmospheres -- (their) best work yet=...- 


--CMJ Weekly 
es ™ eats st 


Original Soundtrack 


Features music from Mark Mothersbaugh, 
Iggy and The Stooges, Devo & more! 


Sale Ends 12/22/04 
Sawitked good Fine 1" 


Now Open 
tes Boston Newbury St. (617) 236-4930 
Government Ctr. (617) 248-9992 
N. Dartmouth! Harvard Square (617) 491-0337 
Fresh Pond-Alewife (617) 491-7711 


wlan" Lone 


both titles only $9.99 each, at Sage 
OF Tatlel ele (el 7 


Gy Newber! Comics 


% 
FIXED APR DOWN 
. For up to 3 years’ PAYMENT 


On any new Honda upon approved credit. 


“WHERE THE FUN BEGINS!” 


GREATER BOSTON 
MOTORSPORTS 


1098 Mass. Ave. Arlington, MA (617) 648-1300 


honda.com BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PRO 
TECTIVE CLOTHING AND PLEASE RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT. OBEY THE LAW AND READ YOUR 
OWNER’S MANUAL THOROUGHLY. FOURTRAX RECON RECOMMENDED FOR 16 YEARS OR 
OLDER. °6.9% fixed APR financing up to 36 months through American Honda Fi @ Corporation upon 
approved credit. Payment example: 36 monthly payments of $30.83 for each $1000 financed. Offer good on 
any new and unregistered 2005 and pnor model year ATV. Check with participating Honda Dealers tor com- 
plete detaiis. Offer ends October 31, 2004. FourTrax and Recon are registered trademarks of Honda Motor 
Co., Lid. ©2004 Amencan Honda Motor Co.. inc. (9/04) Offer ends October 31 





SOUNG BITES 


Black nativity 


THURSDAY 16: For approximately 364 
days out of every year, the dreadiocked 
prophet of Boston underground hip-hop, 
Mr. Lif, stays focused, raining ascetic 
verses in a style that’s part battle-rhyme 
minuteman and part mad professor. This, 
however, is his evening off. In his 
celebrated annual holiday show, Lif and 
his boys break fool for a night of skits, 
ridiculous antics, and general tomfoolery, 
with maybe some people who aren't listed 
on the bill showing up to get all ign’ant 
and shit. In short, another merry merry 
“Merry Lifmas” featuring sets by his 
supergroup-caliber rhyme crew the 
Perceptionists (with Akrobatik and DJ 
Fakts One), as well as fellow Def Jux 
destroyer Aesop Rock. That’s at the 
Paradise, 967 Commonwealth Avenue in 
Boston; call (617) 562-8800. 


The week in music and other audible treats 
EDITED BY CARLY CARIOLI 
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tarist Daron Malakian’s Sony-distributed 
Eat Ur Music imprint). Refusing to run up 
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@ THURSDAY 16 


HIP-HOP. To indie-rock fans, this will like 
ly go down as the year of the Killers. But 
2004 was also the year that, long over 
shadowed by RZA and Raekwon and GZA 
ind Meth, the Wu-Tang Clan’s killa(h)s 
ume into their own as well. In the course 
album of 
the year, however, Killah 
murderous portion of his 
nom-de-emo-rap, leaving Masta Killa 
and Killah Priest to carry on their bad 
names. For his part, Masta Killa overcame 


of releasing the best Wu-related 
Ghostface 


dropped the 


perennial second-billing status to score 
with No Said Date (Nature Sounds), which 
amounted to a mini Wu-Tang reunion; on 
its finest moment, “Old Man,” he was 
joined by the recently departed Ol’ Dirty 
Bastard for an RZA-produced gallop across 
the themesong from Sanford and Son 
Masta Killa, Inspectah Deck, and Masta’s 
label mate R.A. the Rugged Man — 
supporting his new Die, Rugged Man, Die 
(Nature Sounds) — are downstairs at the 
Middle East, 480 Massachusetts Avenue in 
Central Square; call (617) 864-EAST 

ROCK. An odd smattering of Boston-area 
pop, country, funk, and post-punk bands 
including the Information, Mittens, Three 
Day Threshold, and Sucka Brown have 
alliance dubbed the 
Royal Pop Collective — in order to further 
their individual goals, which thus far main 
ly consist of chasing down lucrative activi 


formed a loose 


ties-council-funded college gigs. Several of 
the groups, including Aberdeen City, 
Anushka Pop, Cyanide Valentine, 
Faces of Film, Malvern, Orange Park, 
and the Bocks meet off campus for the 
RPC Christmas Party upstairs at the Middle 
East, 472 Massachusetts Avenue in Central 
Square; call (617) 864-EAST. Meanwhile, 
Mittens (see Jonathan Perry’s profile in 
‘Cellars by Starlight,” on page 9) play their 
wn shindig at the 
Massachusetts Avenue in Cambridge; call 


(617) 547-0759 


Lizard Lounge, 1667 


@ FRIDAY 17 
ROCK. A kind of cross among Bruce 
Har Mar Superstar, and An 


lrew W.K., sleazy stand-up anti-comedian 


opringsteen 
ind even sleazier Sweatpant Boners front 
1an Robby Roadsteamer would never 
think of throwing a Christmas party with 
ut bearing gifts. His holiday spectacular 
upstairs at the Middle East is also a CD-1r 

party for Kid Corsica Croons the Clas 

in oddball compendium of B-sides, 
overs (a Gladys renamed 


Midnit 


Knight tune 


[rain to My Ball 1 version of 
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That’s What Friends Are 
o a song about a sexual 


Dionne Warwick's 
For” that morphs int 
predator who haunts public bathrooms in 
Maine), and interview footage, including a 
now-legendary Crank Yankers—worthy pup 
pet show created by former Waltham/Da 
mone guitarist Dave Pino. The enhanced 
CD is free with admission. That’s at 472 
Massachusetts Avenue in Central Square; 
call (617) 864-EAST. If you miss it, note 
that Robby’s playing an even dicier gig next 
Thursday, December 23: a fetish-wear 
Christmas party that’s being hosted by porn 
star Ron Jeremy, with additional sets by 
Dogfight and Dryft. That’s at the Rockpile, 
part of the Palace nightclub complex, 1500 
Broadway in Saugus; call (781) 321-1660. 
The Amherst/Boston group 1986 figure 


Juliana 
Hatfield 


all will be right with the world if in the fu 
ture their records are “playing on the juke 
boxes in the ’50s of the new millennium as 
robot teenagers buy milkshakes for their 
sweethearts.” And though 1986 are for- 
ward-thinking, they haven't for; gotten the 
recent past: the futuro-exotica of their 
“Walking” sambas out of Combustible Edi- 
son’s space-age bachelor pad, and on the 
more decade-appropriate “Rubix Cube,” 
death-ray synths compete with new-roman 
tic echo-chamber guitars for the lonely 
heart of a 1993 grunge hook. They'll play 
the PA.’s Lounge Christmas party on a bill 
with U.V Protection. That's at 345 
Somerville Avenue in Somerville; call 
(617) 776-1557 

Also tonight: post-redneck monster-rock 
iction with Quintaine Americana and 
Reverse at T.T. the Bear’s Place (10 
Brookline Street in Central Square; 617 
492-BEAR) 
POP. We'd like to think that some dorm 
room still harbors snuggling, strung-out co 
eds nodding off together to Evan Dando 
& Juliana Hatfield’s |uminously happy 
to-be-sad grunge-folk duet, “My Drug 


Buddy.” But who could’ve known, 12 years 


The Perceptionists 


and six months ago, when the Lemonheads 
released their breakthrough It’s a Shame 
About Ray (Atlantic), that it would be pretty 
much all downhill from there for those in 
volved? Dando has made a series of increas 
ingly less rewarding albums and has been 
reported as being on and off dangerous sub 
stances. Although it’s said he cleaned up to 
make the solo album Baby, I’m Bored, the 
disc practically cried out to be subtitled 
‘And Does Anyone Know Where I Can Get 
Some Blow?” Hatfield hasn't fared much 
better, scoring her own hit with “My Sister” 
but never quite finding herself; she’s drifted 
through phases of metal (anyone remember 
Juliana’s Pony?), folk rock, and indie pop, 
waking from sleepwalk mode only during 
the brief reunion of her old band the Blake 
Babies. Recent developments haven't been 
rapturous: Dando, who’s said to be work- 
ing on anew Lemonheads album, has been 
trying to get in touch with his punk youth 
by making conspicuously weird guest ap- 
pearances with the MCS and Gang Green. 
And Hatfield’s latest album, though it 
might be her most revealing, is also for the 
same reason her emptiest. It’s enough to 
make you start to hate your friends. Not 
content hang together, this weekend 
they hang separately: tonight, Dando plays 
the Paradise, 967 Commonwealth Avenue 
in Boston, and tomorrow, Hatfield is at T.T. 
the Bear’s Place, 10 Brookline Street in 
Central Square. Call (617) 562-8800 or 
(617) 492-BEAR. 


@ SATURDAY 18 

PUNK. Very few crusty DIY hardcore bands 
make it out of the basement, let alone to 
their 15th anniversary; even fewer are will- 
ing to put their money where their mouth is 
the way Boston’s Toxic Narcotic will this 
evening. If you've lived in Allston at any 
point since the previous Bush administra- 
tion, you've probably seen at least one of 
gs; not content to stay at home, 
they’ve also toured the world’s finest 
squats, some of them many times over. And 
their nearly-10-year-old Rodent Popsicle 
label (a breeding ground over the years for 
such Boston street-punk vermin as the Un 
seen, August Spies, the Profits, Tommy and 
the Terrors, Darkbuster, and Crash and 
Burn) has helped the band become theit 
own cottage industry. They’ve rented out 
Axis, 13 Lansdowne Street in Boston for a 
free, all-ages anniversary gig (bonus: the 
bar stays open) that they'll also be filming 


their gigs; 





for a forthcoming DVD. TN play two sets, 
and there'll be additional “special guests.” 
No tickets necessary: just show up around 
6. Call (617) 262-2437 

In most cases, a band recording a live 
album expect the result to reflect a certain 
deterioration in sound quality. But in the 
case of the Coffin Lids, it could hardly get 
any worse. Like the pre-hipster garage 
punk bands they idolize (see the Mummies, 
Teengenerate, and oh, what the hell, the 
entire catalogues of Crypt Records, In the 
Red, Estrus, and Sympathy for the Record 
Industry), the Lids on their merciless debut 
album, Rock and Roll (Bomp), captured the 
raw essence of its title in a crackling no-fi 
blur of power chords, bad attitude, and 
tape hiss. They’re recording a live album at 
the Abbey Lounge for release next year on 
— you guessed it — Abbey Lounge 
Records, but if they bring any recording 
equipment more complicated than a boom- 
box, it'll sound better (or at least cleaner) 
than their debut. The Downbeat 5 open. 
That’s at 3 Beacon Street in Inman Square; 
call (617) 441-9631. 

The Brooklyn trio Ghetto Ways get re- 
viewed in Japanzines and issued vinyl-only 
in Holland, so you know they must rock 
sideways. Their super-rare debut single, 
“Heart Attack,” killed us dead: one of the 
most vicious motorcycle-gang chain- 
whoopins since the Oblivians’ “The 
Leather,” it’s a trashed-soul screed that 
sounds like ’77 Britpunk obscurities the 
Boys fronted by a girl — and at that by a 
girl who sounds as if she were in the 
process of shoving the Donnas down PJ 
Harvey’s throat. They’re at PA.’s Lounge 
with home-town sleaze-punks the Spitzz 
and the Tampoffs. That's at 345 Somerville 
Avenue in Somerville; call (617) 776-1557. 
POP. The delightfully smut-minded duo 
What I Like About Jew (songwriters 
Rob Tannenbaum and Sean Altman) return 
to town to spread some post-Hanukkah 
cheer in advance of the January release of 
their new Shout! Factory CD, Now That 
Sounds Kosher (with songs by Mel Brooks, 
Allan Sherman, and the boys). NYC a cap 
pella troupe the Groovebarbers open. That’s 
at 8 p.m. at Ryles, 212 Hampshire Street in 
Inman Square; call (617) 876-9330. 
JAZZ. The sextet Dead Cat Bounce are 
consistently one of the most compelling 
bands in town, with cool writing for a four 
sax front line with bass and drums that 


conjures a séance between Charles Mingus 

















and the World Saxophone Quartet. Led by 
Matt Steckler, the band will try out a 10 
piece suite commissioned by Chamber 
Music America and the Doris Duke Founda 
tion. That’s at 7 p.m. at Zeitgeist Gallery, 
1363 Cambridge Street in Inman Square; 
call (617) 876-6060. 


@ SUNDAY 19 
ROCK. Recently signed to Metal Blade, 
Psyopus made their debut this year with 
Ideas of Reference (Black Market Activities), 
an intractable puzzle of blast-wave metal, 
particle physics, and grinding neuroses, as 
technically intricate as it is bombastic. Fans 
of formative discs by Converge, Burnt by 
the Sun, and Dillinger Escape Plan take 
note. At 8 p.m. they headline a bill with the 
Hostage Heart, As Long As We’re All 
Living We’re All Dying, Fruit Salad, 
and Within the Fray at the Brookline 
Community Center for the Arts, for which 
the show is also a benefit. Admission is 
$10. That’s at 14 Green Street in Brookline; 
call (617) 738-2800, or visit www.td- 
brecords.com/shows. 

Also tonight: moving farther away from 
the indie-pop albums he made under the 


Headbangers ball 


SATURDAY: For those of us still nostalgic for thrash metal’s ’86- 
"91 golden age, New Bedford’s Beyond the Embrace are better 
than Christmas. Perhaps because they're from a famous whaling 
village, they think big: Spinal Tap may have had amps that run to 
11, but even they didn’t have three (!) guitarists. BTE’s two 
albums for Metal Blade, 2002’s Against the Elements and this 
year’s Ken Susi-produced /nsect Song, remind us of the days 
when Testament and Maiden didn’t suck: though Shadows Fall 
and Lamb of God may capture the texture of those times, BTE 
remember that the old bands had songs, too. They've got a singer 
who favors grit and grain over growl, and their triple-ax attack 
unloads riffs that wouldn’t have felt out of place on Metallica’s 
Master of Puppets, Corrosion of Conformity’s Blind, or Entombed’s 
Wolverine Blues. They’re downstairs at the Middle East with 
fellow New Bedfordites the Hidden, who'll be toting a three-song 
sampler from their upcoming Steve Albini-produced album (“A 
lot weirder, darker, heavier, and more hard-hitting,” they say, 
than their debut EP, The Hymnal), which is due in February on 
Colorado’s Antidote Records. That’s at 480 Massachusetts 
Avenue in Central Square; call (617) 864-EAST. 


name Varnaline, Anders Parker plays 
songs from his latest dusky solo disc, Tell It 
to the Dust (Baryon), at T.T. the Bear’s 
Place (10 Brookline Street in Central 
Square; 617-864-EAST). And Boston’s two 
great art-punk hopes for 2005, Night 
Rally and Clickers, are at Great Scott 
(1222 Commonwealth Avenue in Allston; 
617-734-4502). 

JAZZ. The Aardvark Jazz Orchestra 
have been playing their annual Christmas 
Concert since 1973, and they know how to 
do it with a twist. That means, for one 
thing, a massive ensemble — they always 
come in with a few more than the “16 men 
swinging” of the big-band definition, and 
this year the line-up includes gospel singer 
Grace Hughes. It also means idiosyncratic 
if not original tunes: bandleader Mark Har- 
vey’s inimitable arrangements of carols as 
well as music by Nat King Cole, Duke 
Ellington, and Charles Ives (not typical for 
a jazz bill). They'll even perform the pre- 
miere of Harvey’s new “No Walls,” a piece 
dedicated to the 1999 Nobel Prize-winning 
international relief agency Doctors Without 
Borders, which will receive the proceeds 
from the concert. The show starts at 


Home for the holidays 


FRIDAY AND SATURDAY: The pride of Andover, Piebald are back from their adopted home town of Los 
Angeles for their annual holiday visit. Released last May, their A// Ears, All Eyes, All the Time (Side One 
Dummy) found them punching up Travis Shettel’s McCartney-esque piano ballads without letting go of 
the smart, geektastic indie-pop epics, dry wit, old-too-soon nostalgia, and not-so-secret Van Halen 
jones that have long kept them in the running for most underappreciated emo band ever. Their 
Christmas gigs are legendary for their bonus-track surprises, and we’d bet there will be at least a few 
this weekend. They play Friday at 7:30 p.m. at Old Town Hall, on Main Street in downtown Andover, 
with label mates Avoid One Thing opening; call (978) 623-8241, or visit www.andoveryouth 
services.com for directions. Then on Saturday, at 8 p.m., they’re at the Massasoit Lodge of Elks, 55 


Beyond the Embrace 


7:30 p.m., and there’s a noon talk by Doc 
tors Without Borders discussing the 
agency’s work in the Sudan and elsewhere 
That’s all at Emmanuel Church, 15 New 
bury Street in Boston; call (617) 536-3355 
extension 11. 


@ MONDAY 20 
ROCK. As far as we can tell, the Rotten 
Lovers’ song “Happy Holidays” has noth 
ing to do with the holidays: if we get the 
lyrics right, it’s about a woman who comes 
back from the dead to write her murderer 
out of her will. And the rest of their songs 
just get nastier: the primitive racket of this 
quartet (two girls, two guys) sounds like a 
gruff domestic dispute descended from the 
Cosmic Psychos’ “She’s a Lost Cause.” 
Which ain’t too shabby. They’re at Charlie’s 
Kitchen, 10 Eliot Street in Harvard Square, 
with Headband; call (617) 492-9646. 
Also tonight: the local lo-fi synth-pop 
duo Cassette warble sensitively about 
prematurely born infants, looking sharp 
on prom night, and teenagers from outer 
space at ZuZu (474 Massachusetts Avenue 
in Central Square; 617-864-3278) with 
the Westward Trail. 


Piebald 





Bishop Allen Drive in Central Square, with State Radio and Furvis; call (617) 354-8884. 





@ TUESDAY 21 

ROCK. Not since Waltham made the case 
for Rick Springfield has such a good song 
writer redeemed such an awful 
influences as the Rudds’ John Powhida, 
who manages to turn his adoration of Todd 
Rundgren and Hall & Oates into just-short 
of-completely-campy pop-soul glory. We're 
still mad at him for stealing our idea 
(which, to be fair, never actually made it 


set of 


out of our head) of covering Madonna’s 
pre-Madonna demo version of “Burning 
Up.” But such is life. Powhida “and pals’ 
gather for kicks at the Paradise Lounge, 
969 Commonwealth Avenue in Boston; call 
(617) 562-8814. 


@ WEDNESDAY 22 

ROOTS. American Primitive, WMBR’s 
weekly (Wednesdays at 2 p.m.) showcase 
of weird old Americana, blues, and gospel, 
celebrates the first anniversary of its ac 
companying club night, “Primitive 
Sounds,” at RiverGods with a “Primitive 
Solstice.” Jason Beek and PJ Eastman — 
the radio show’s hosts and the night’s resi 
dent DJs — will be cherry-picking tracks 
from the fringes of 20th-century American 
vernacular song, and a few of their previ 
ous guest DJs, including Eileen Jewel 
Turpentine Bros.’ Justin Hubbard, and 
Tarbox Ramblers leader Michael Tarbox 
will drag out their own songbooks for sol 
acoustic performances. That's at 9 p.m 
rGods is at 125 Riv Street in 


and River¢ 


Central Squat 1 (617) S7¢ 
JAZZ. Ther ee 
eee e, but Fernando 
Brandao is one of t! ; 


t with planist 








Ito at, Ryles, 212 H 
Inman Square; call (617 


@ THURSDAY 23 

ROCK. PornBelt howler (and Eximious 
Productions scenestress) Deb Nicholson 
unveils her new quartet the Empties at 
the Midway Café. What do they sound 
like? “As far as the aggressive female vo 
cals and a certain amount of noise coming 
from a certain amount of angst, we are like 
PornBelt,” she wrote in an e-mail last 
week. “It’s keys instead of kazoo, and the 
songs are more like stories, so I'd say it’s 
more sludge-wave than metalish.” Killer. 
Karlheinz, and Piles open. That’s at 3496 
Washington Street in Jamaica Plain; call 
(617) 524-9038 

JAZZ. One of the foundations of black 
music is the church, and no one is better at 
delivering the sacred message than the 
Harlem Gospel Choir, whose line-up 
comprises musicians from churches 
throughout Harlem. They’re at the Regat 
tabar of the Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett Street 
in Harvard Square, starting at 7:30 p.m., 
and tickets are $15; call (617) 395-7757 
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> PERFECT 


JIMMY CHAMBERLAIN COMPLEX. The embattled 
former Smashing Pumpkins and Zwan drummer 
brings a band to the Paradise on January 18 t 
showcase his solo debut album 
(Sanctuary, out January 25), which includes guest 
appearances by Catherine Wheel’s Rob Dickinson 
the Righteous Brothers’ Bill Medley, and, of 
course, Billy Corgan. That's at 967 Commonwealth 
Avenue in Boston, and tickets are $10; call (617) 
562-8800 


Life beg ns Again 


Motley Criie 





MOTLEY CRUE. The members of Hollywood's most 
toriou n-metal act last together for a 
/ n 
Ny 4 ngs) tt 
wayw mer Tommy an 
Neil f npetin t 4 
ble. The itab Tit 
six years. this one titled “Better De 
hits the FleetCenter, on Causeway Street at 
North Station, on March 5. Tickets are $35 t 


call (617) 931-2000 

ALTER BRIDGE. The former members of Creed rise 
again February 11 at Avalon; tickets go on sale 
Saturday at 10 a.m., call (617) 931-2000 


KOOL G RAP. January 14 at the Middle East 
Cambridge; call (617) 864-EAST 


BRIGHT EYES, COCOROSIE, and TILLY AND THE 
WALL. January 24 at Sanders Theatre, Cambridge 
call (617) 496-2222 

DEATH FROM ABOVE 1979. January 26 at TT. the 
3ear's Place, Cambridge; call (617) 492-BEAR 
CHINGY. February 13 at the Palladium, Worcester 
call (800) 477-6849 

THE FUTUREHEADS. February 2! 
call (617) 562-8800 


DURAN DURAN. April 1 at Agganis Arena at B 
University; call (617) 931-2000 


it the Paradise 











BY MAC RANDALL 








sk Rufus Wainwright what he’s listen- 

ing to these days and you'll get a re 

sponse that’s both noncommittal and 
revealing. “I’m not listening to anything right 
now,” the critically lauded singer-songwritet 
says on the phone from Rome, where he’s 
wrapping up a European tour, “because I just 
put out an album and spent weeks and weeks 
listening to mixes, so my ears are pretty shot. 
I’m always listening to opera, but that doesn’t 
seem to interest the world. What’s really ex 
citing me is that after this tour’s over, I’m 
going to La Fenice to see Lorin Maazel con- 
duct La traviata.” That’s Teatro la Fenice, the 
fabled Venice opera house that just reopened 
following a devastating 1996 fire, the third 


such blaze in the theater’s long history; its 
rise once again from the ashes makes its 
name Italian equivalent of this news 
paper’s xceedingly appropriate 

The 31-year-old Wainwright’s longstand- 
Ing love of opera Is no secret. 3ut never be 


fore has it been such a focal point of his own 
music as it is on the new Want Two (Geffen). 
Opening with a gripping, Middle 
Eastern-flavored orchestration of the Latin 
‘Agnus Dei” and closing with a nine-minute 
choral extravaganza called “Old Whore’s 
Diet,” Want Two is Wainwright’s farthest de- 
yet from standard pop, the biggest, 
And 
something for a guy whose pre 


1998’s Ruf 


parture 
boldest, most operatic work he’s done 
that’s saving 


+1 
} 


vious albums s Wainwright, 


ind last year’s Want One (all 


2001's Poses, 
on DreamWorks) 
fairs loaded with drama and ambition. 

The songs on Want One and Want Two 
were mostly written around the same time, 
and the packaging of both discs is similar. 
Before Want One reached stores in September 
of 2003, it was rumored that Wainwright had 
recorded two complete albums’ worth of ma- 
terial in one mammoth session at Bearsville 
Studios in upstate New York and that he had 
briefly toyed with putting out a two-CD set 
but then decided to delay release of half the 
tracks for a year. It turns out that this wasn’t 
quite true. “We did a lot more work in the 
studio [after Want One came out] — about 
three months’ work in three weeks. I knew 
that I had Want Two in the bag, but the real- 
ity of the situation was that I was lying a lot 
for the last few months, telling everybody 
that it was finished. Which was good, be- 
cause it put the pressure on to actually 
finish it.” 

This explains 
why we got two 
albums instead 
of one, but it 
doesn’t tell us 
much about why 
Wainwright de- 
cided to put cer- 
tain songs on 
one disc rather 
than the other. For clues to that question, 
there are the CD booklets. On Want One’s 
cover, Wainwright posed as a knight in shin- 
ing armor; on the front of Want Two, he’s a 
damsel in distress, complete with flowing 
robes and long, feathery hair. According to 
him, the dichotomy of the artwork reflects the 
overall spirit of the respective albums. “The 
first album is more masculine, confident, ex- 
clamatory, whereas the second one’s more 


were all supersize af 


feminine, introverted, a little exotic, kind of 
mysterious. It’s two different sides of my per 


sonality.” 


Of course, the funny outfits also emphasize 


the theatrical nature of these albums, as do 
the often extravagant instrumental arrang« 
ments. Want Two doesn’t boast anything as 


Want Two is Wainwright’s farthest 
departure yet from standard 
pop, the biggest, boldest, most 
operatic work he’s done. 


attention-getting as the 
orchestral quotes from 
Ravel’s Boléro that wittily 
adorned its predecessor’s 
opening track, “Oh What a 
World,” but thick layers of 
strings, reeds, and/or 
horns blanket nearly every 
song here, from the mock- 
3aroque flourishes of “Lit- 
tle Sister” to the Broad- 
way-ready chordal swells 
of “Crumb by Crumb.” The 
lush backdrops blend well 
with Wainwright’s voice, 
which is too grainy-sound- 
ing to be conventionally 
pretty but still conveys a 
beguiling sort of heroism, 
especially when he’s 
pulling his favorite trick of 
holding out notes in a 
manner similar to that of 
his vocal near-double, Ra- 
diohead’s Thom Yorke, or 
of an operatic tenor. 
“When I was a young 
adult,” he says, “I studied 
Richard Strauss’s Four Last 
Songs, and he specifically 
said that he didn’t want 
these songs to be sung by 
an opera singer who’s 
never loved. I was really 
struck by that belief that 
you have to have gone 
through the mill of emo- 
tion to be a proper singer. 
You need that desperation 
in your voice, or at least 
to be aware of it.” 

Mentioning Strauss is a 
reminder that the com- 
plexity of Wainwright’s 
music may have some- 
thing to do with his formidable classical 
background. By now it’s par for the course to 
mention that he comes from a musical fami- 
ly; mother Kate McGarrigle and father 
Loudon Wainwright III (whose fractious rela- 
tionship with his son is detailed in Want 
One’s “Dinner at Eight”) are folk royalty, and 
his sister and frequent collaborator Martha 
has been forging her own promising career. 
(Want Two’s “Little Sister” was written in 
part to encourage her.) Yet it’s not as fre- 
quently remarked that Rufus took piano les- 
sons for 12 years starting at age six, or that 
he studied com- 
position at 
McGill Universi- 
ty in his home 
town of Montre- 
al. In conversa- 
tion, though, 
Wainwright 
plays down his 
skills in this 
area. “I did go 
to music school for about a year and a half,” 
he concedes, “and I picked up quite a few 
things. But I was a lousy student. At that age, 
I was more interested in my sideburns and 
having sex with strangers than in getting an 
education.” 

Which leads us, in a round-about way, to the 
standout track on Want Two, “The Art 
Teacher.” One of the more sparsely arranged 
songs on the album, oriented around Wain- 
wright’s voice and piano, it recounts a woman’s 
youthful infatuation with a teacher who intro- 
duced her to the beauty of J.M.W. Turner. After 
repeatedly invoking the unmatchable godliness 
of this man, she moves into the present: “All 
this having been said/I married an executive 
company head /All this having been done/A 
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Operatic overtures 


Rufus Wainwright unveils Want Two 


Turner — I own one/Here | am in this uni- 
formish pant-suit sort of thing/Thinking of the 
art teacher.” In keeping with the words, the 
melody is a bemused shrug, a bittersweet mix 
of pride and resignation. 

“The Art Teacher” has a basis in Wain- 
wright’s real life, As he explains with a hearty 
chuckle, “I did have a crush on an art teacher. 
He wasn’t my art teacher. He was someone | 
met at the gym and got to see in a compro- 
mising position. He was straight, but he 
wanted to hang out with me ’cause he was a 
fan, and we had a nice time together, but it 
was odd. I’ve had a few liaisons like that with 
straight men who are fans and use their sexu- 
al power to get closer but not too close. I usu- 
ally retaliate by writing a song about them 
and then discarding them. Because this guy 
taught at an all-girls’ school, I wrote from the 
perspective of one of his students. I thought 
maybe there’d be one last chance where he’d 
realize I was masking some of my affection, 
but in the end I had to move on.” 

Wainwright’s sexuality, it’s clear, is an im- 
portant subject, and one that he’s not trying 
to hide. He came out when he was still in his 
teens, and he’s been as forthright about being 
gay, both in songs and in interviews, as he’s 
been about most other subjects, particularly 
his family and his drug problems (the most 
notorious of those being an addiction to crys- 
tal meth that landed him in rehab a couple of 
years ago). Homo-erotic themes have been 
part of his music since his debut, though he’s 
often couched them in arty terms; the most 
frequently sung word in Poses’ “Grey Gardens” 
is “Tadzio,” which is the name of the young 
male object of desire in Thomas Mann’s Der 
Tod in Venedig. (Between Mann and La travia- 
ta, Venice features prominently on this un- 
abashed romantic’s inner map.) 





GENDER BENDER: “The first album is more masculine, confident, exclamatory, whereas the second one’s 
more feminine, introverted, a little exotic, kind of mysterious,” Wainwright says of Want One and Want Two. 


But on Want Two’s “Gay Messiah,” Wain- 
wright broadcasts his sexual orientation to a 
hilarious new extreme, feverishly envision- 
ing the Fire Island arrival, in full ’70s porn 
regalia, of a special type of personal savior 
before adding this wry aside: “No, it will not 
be me/Rufus the baptist I be/No, I won't be 
the one/Baptized in cum.” For those lyrics, 
and a few others like them, Want Two has re- 
ceived the Tipper Gore stigmata, also known 
as a parental-advisory sticker. Rufus can’t 
help but laugh about this. “Yeah, they’re try- 
ing to shield the kiddies from the arts... 
and at the same time, they’re getting rid of 
their Social Security. You can’t listen to that 
music and you can’t go to the hospital.” 

That brings up the subject of George W. 
Bush, not generally regarded as any gay 
man’s best friend, and certainly no favorite of 
Wainwright’s. (The new album’s “Waiting for 
a Dream” refers to the presence of “an ogre in 
the Oval Office.”) Was he as crestfallen as so 
many others were by the events of November 
2? “Actually, I think if Kerry had won, there 
would probably have been more inaction 
from the left. At least now we know for sure 
that the religious right hates women and ho- 
mosexuals more than they hate terrorists. I 
feel sorry for moderate-minded Republicans, 
because their party has gone to bed with an 
extremely demanding voting bloc and now 
they have to go along with fanatics who want 
to shape policy. It’s the tragedy of victory.” 

Tragic times call for big, operatic pop 
music, and with Want One and Want Two, 
Wainwright has provided. It remains to be 
seen how he'll follow up this one-two punch, 
but he says the creative well’s far from dry: 
“Im always writing stuff. I eat, sleep, shit, 
and write songs, basically. So there’s always a 
dozen more things ready to go.” 
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BUS UL 


his year’s Latin Grammy Awards on 

September 1 in LAs Shrine Auditorium 

began with a performance by David Bis- 
bal, a singer best known for his head of curly 
blond ringlets and for winning Spain’s ver- 
sion of American Idol, Operacion triunfo. Bis- 
bal, who was joined by Jessica Simpson for a 
bi-lingual melismatic soap opera, makes per- 
fectly polished Latin 
pop, yet he named his 
newest album Buleria, 
after the traditional 
flamenco song form 
revered for the speed 
and the improvisation 
it demands of its 
singers and guitarists. 
On a title track that 
sounds like Ricky Mar- 
tin with castanets, Bisbal 
professes, “Buleria so deep inside of my soul, 
the blood of the land where I was born.” Yet 
Bisbal is not a flamenco singer, and “Buleria” 
is only a song about buleria. It isn’t one itself. 

The big winner was another light-skinned 
Spanish pop star who pledges ties to flamen- 
co, Alejandro Sanz, who has likened his radio- 
ready songs to “flamenco pop.” His MTV Un- 
plugged (WEA International) album ends with 
“Todo es de color,” an acoustic ballad he also 
labeled “buleria,” even though it too wasn’t. 
(It was way closer than Bisbal’s, but still not in 
the right time signature.) Sanz’s latest, No es 
lo mismo (WEA International), which even by 
Sanz standards is formulaic, won the Album of 
the Year award, beating out Lagrimas negras 
(RCA), a collaboration between an actual 
flamenco artist, Gypsy singer Diego el Cigala 
and legendary Cuban pianist Bebo Valdés. 

In fact, Lagrimas negras — a remarkable 
album of quiet, experimental conversations 
between Afro-Cuban boleros and flamenco 

4 cante jondo, or “deep song” — lost four of 
the five awards it was nominated for, win- 
ning only the one Grammy it had no relation 
to at all, Best Traditional Tropical Album. 
Like Bisbal, El Cigala and Valdés were invit- 
ed to perform, but their improvisations and 
solos seemed rushed and uncomfortable 
crammed into three minutes toward the end 
of the show. 
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THE REAL THING: Diego el Cigala and 
Bebo Valdés fuse Afro-Cuban boleros and 
flamenco. 











The battle 
for buleria 


David Bisbal, Alejandro Sanz, 
and the question of authenticity 


The awards were a reminder that even 
within the ethnically specific realm of the Latin 
Grammys, racial hierarchies continue to rule. 
The music of the trampled is still worth less 
than the copies others make of it. This is an old 
story of complaint and protest that doesn’t 
need further rehearsal here, but let’s just say it 
makes perfect sense that Bisbal is the one 
whose name fills up the first two pages of a 
Google search under “buleria,” not any of the 
Gypsy singers who have spent their lives dedi 
cated to the form. 

These public victories 
of flamenco appropria- 
tion over actual Gypsy 
flamenco have put El 
Cigala on the attack. 
While taking swipes at 
Bisbal, he’s called Sanz’s 
buleria “a catastrophe” 
and the idea of flamenco 
pop “horrible, a night- 

mare.” He recently told 
the Argentine newspaper El Clarin, “Sanz 
should be careful and respect the world of 
flamenco because he doesn’t have any clue 
what flamenco is.” 

I'd like to think that E] Cigala’s point is not 
about policing the authenticity of music. 
(After all, he’s known for putting flamenco in 
dialogue with boleros, tangos, and Latin jazz.) 
Instead, it’s about defending the integrity of 
the culture that makes the music in the first 
place and making sure that pop’s new Gabriels 
don’t forget who gave them their suits. 

Flamenco is not a genre or a marketing 
term — or for that matter, a table dance with 
flapping fans and “Olé” shouts to entertain 
you while you eat paella. It is sorrow trans- 
formed into art, the centuries old musical ex- 
pression of Gypsy suffering that continues to 
this day. Even though E] Cigala titled his 
2001 album Corren tiempos de alegria (BMG) 
— roughly, “Times of Happiness Are Here” — 
he went out of his way in the album’s liner 
notes to reaffirm the relationship between 
flamenco and suffering: “I want to dedicate 
this work to all those who don’t have times 
of happiness, to all those who suffer any- 
where on the planet.” 

The model for this musical life of suffering 
is Camaron de la Isla, the legendary flamen- 
co singer who after years of heavy smoking 
died of lung cancer in 1992, age 41. Anew 
three-disc retrospective, Alma y corazon 
flamencos (Universal Music Spain), follows 
Camaron from his stripped-down alegrias 
and siguiriyas to flirtations with tinges of 
rock and jazz. But because his voice never 
falters in its melancholic intensity, there is 
nothing that feels evolutionary about his 
career, no sense that he was moving away 
from the traditional and toward the modern. 
The instruments and the arrangements that 
surrounded his voice changed over the 
years, but what drove that voice to sing 
never did. 

His “Una estrellita chiquitita” is a classic 
example of what a buleria sounds like. Four 
hands deliver chattering palm claps and two 
guitars — Paco de Lucia and Ramon Algeciras 
— riddle each other with syncopated string 
runs as Camaron turns a tale of heartache 
into a vicious roar of blood. Where singers 
like Bisbal and Sanz have to declare their 
love for buleria, Camaron just suffers it, as 
natural as hurt. a 
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Tegan and Sara 
So Jealous 


"Their songwriting...turns highly personal moments into works that 
are more than a mere moments of confessions and it is heartening 
to hear such emotional maturity and craft in these young artists.” 

- L.A Times 

So Jealous is the follow up to the critically acclaimed 2002 
release /f It Was You 


$13.99 CD 


The Zutons 
Who Killed The Zutons? 


"...we were bowled over by the five-Brit band’s fresh, learned 
sound- equal parts rock, funk, soul and punk." - Elle 
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$11.99 CD 
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Christmas 

Features 11 traditional sonas (including “Santa sisC 
To Town" with Stevie Nicks) and five original songs. Chris Isaak 
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$14.99 CD 


Elefant 
Sunlight Makes Me Paranoid 


Both critics and fans alike have fallen in love with an album that's 
chock full of dancing beats, guitar crescendos and tales of desire 
and longing. "Elefant's debut is so strong, you may find yourself 
shouting its praises from a rooftop." - Blender Magazine 
www.elefantweb.com 


$9.99 CD 


At last! This self-titled compilation brings together the best of 
AFI's Nitro years, includes a few vinyl only and rare tracks 


$11.99 CD 


Skindred 


Babylon 
Skindred, a four-piece heavy rock n' reggae band who's music is 
dancehall; it's punk; it's metal where Bounty Killa meets the 
Police - where 311 and System Of A Down collide. It is a musical 
sucker-punch to the ribs transporting rock fans to a higher level 
of consciousness. Whatever you call it, Skindred is making rock 
music exciting again 


$11.99 CD 
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Local music 


REFEREE V VINNIE BENEDETTO gets the bite from Jean- Claude | Benet while Sexual Fudge’ s Mucho Sexxxo rocks out fave a 
December 9 performance by the Boston League of Women Wrestlers (BLOWW) at the Jorge Herndndez Cultural Center. 





LOCAL CDs 


FOR tHe WeeK OF 
DECEMBER te 
[FROM NEWBURY comics} 


1) JoJo (Da Family/Universal) 


2) Dropkick Murphys, “Tessie” 


(Hellcat) 
3) Dresden Dolls (8 Foot Records) 


4) Wave of Mutilation: Best of Pixies 
(4AD) 


5) Dear Leader, A// | Ever Wanted 
Was Tonight (Lunch) 


6) The Pixies, Surfer Rosa (4AD) 


7) The Ducky Boys, Three Chords 
and the Truth (Thorpe) 


8) Diecast, Tearing Down Your Blue 
Skies (Century Media) 


9) Dogfight, Standing Still 
(self-released) 


10) Dresden Dolls, A /s for Accident: 
Live (Important Records) 





Earlier this year, the 19-year-old singer-song- 
writer and Martha's Vineyard native Willy Mason 
played Austin’s South by Southwest festival — 
to a crowd of three. Fortunately, all three were 
DJs for the BBC’s influential Radio One, and 
they were so impressed, they invited him to play 
another showcase the following day, where he 
was the only unsigned artist on a bill that in- 
cluded Snow Patrol, the Futureheads, and Franz 
Ferdinand. While Mason was still a complete 
unknown around here, he broke big across the 
pond: even before his debut album 
was Officially available, he’d ap- 
peared on English TV’s Later 
with Jools Holland, MTV 
Gonzo, and 4Play. His sin 






gle “Oxygen” — a song 
you'll be hearing a lot more 
about in 2005 — is making 


waves at the legendary Eng- 
lish broadsheet VME and on the 
English version of MTV. Also, his 
debut album, Where the Humans Eat (quietly 
released in October), is just the second disc to 
be released on Bright Eyes leader Conor Oberst’s 
Team Love imprint. Mason struck up a rapport 
with Oberst after meeting him at a show in New 
Hampshire, and you can see why they hit it off 
they're both precocious, sad-voiced, Catcher 
in the Rye-reading kids with acoustic guitars 
whose rootsy songwriting is too folky for even the 
Dashboard emo crowd. And on “Oxygen,” at 
least, Mason fesses up to wanting to be the 
voice of his generation. The US is starting to fall 
in line, thanks in part to his exhaustive touring 
with folks like Death Cab for Cutie, My Morning 
Jacket, and Rosanne Cash. Not too long ago, he 
made a stop in Long Beach to perform at the All 
Tomorrow's Parties festival with his 16-year-old 
brother Sam manning the drums. Where the Hu- 
mans Eat recently became the #1 album at 
Emerson’s WERS. Mason's publicist also han- 
dies the White Stripes, his manager is former 
Run-On sideman David Newgarden (other 
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clients: Guided by Voices, Mark Eitzel), and | 
guarantee you he does not drink beers at the 
Middle East. Good luck to the kid. When he’s 
the next Elliott Smith, just remember: he did 
not have to hang out with you to get there. 

It’s about time motherfuckers recognized 
Killswitch Engage as one of the world’s premier 
heavy-metal bands. When they were tapped for a 
2005 Grammy nomination for Best Metal Per- 
formance last week, the band were on the road 
with Slayer and Mastodon. “It’s totally mind- 
blowing,” says bassist Mike D’Antonio over the 
phone from Montana. “Everyone in the band 
s completely stunned. We 
never thought anything like 
| this would happen. At the 
U j| UJ} | same time, it’s kinda cool to 
re validate what we've been try- 
HRIS ing to pull off for the past 
RUCKER few years. It seems like it 

makes everything worthwhile 

at least to our parents.” Come February, Kill- 
switch will be up for the award with fellow New 
Englanders Hatebreed and Roadrunner label 
mates Slipknot, as well as Motérhead and Cra- 
dle of Filth, a surprisingly contemporary field for 
the Grammy suits. (To which | say, don’t stop 
there: maybe they can take a look at Converge, 
Shadows Fall, Cannae, and Righteous Jams in 
2006.) Mike Gitter, the Roadrunner A&R rep 
who signed Killswitch, is equally enthused. 
“Killswitch Engage have proven themselves 
through complete originality and an uncompro- 
mising nature. They've kicked open metal’s 
gates of steel for a new generation of bands. A 
Grammy nomination only states the impact Kill- 
switch has had.” Adds D’Antonio, “It definitely 
broadens our horizons. Coming from a band that 
used to play basement shows and VFW halls, 
this is the most amazing point in our career.” | 








Chris Rucker is the host of New England 
Product, which airs Sundays from 9 to 10 p.m. 
on WFNX 101.7 FM. 


The Pixies at Avalon; 
cellars by penlight 


O U T E“ since the Pixies 


announced their re- 
by will ‘Spitz— 








local fans have been 
waiting eagerly for signs 
of a homecoming show. 
As new dates were 
confirmed each month without a Boston gig, we began to get nerv- 
ous: given the band’s volatile personal history, the reunion could 
be called off at any moment — via fax perhaps? When a pair of 
December dates at Lowell’s Tsongas Arena were confirmed back in 
September, the lack of a proper Boston show hurt our collective 
feelings a bit. But then, Boston has always taken more pride in 


union earlier this year, 


the Pixies than the Pixies have in Boston. (As Frank Black remi 
nisced to Spin recently about recording Bossanova in LA, “It was 
n’t like, ‘We'll never leave our beloved Boston.’ We didn’t give a 


shit!) So maybe it’s no surprise that the Pixies show at Avalon 
last Thursday, the band’s first headlining show in the city since 
playing the Orpheum in 1991, was hastily arranged only after a 
gig in Syracuse — Syracuse! — had been cancelled. No, there 
was no acknowledgment from the band that maybe it was good to 
be back. And if you’d caught the Tsongas shows the previous 
week, the Avalon set might have come off as a bit anticlimactic; 
the band and the crowd weren't as electric as expected, despite 
the joint’s being packed tighter than the 50s in Frank Black’s wal- 
let. Maybe the crowd had already blown its “Oh my God I’m hear- 
ing the Pixies live!” wad. Still, the band played a long set culled 
primarily from their first — and best — two albums. And Black’s 
near-gleeful “Uh huh, uh huh, uh huh, uh huh, ooh!” at the be- 
ginning of “Broken Face” — as well as his guttural screams at the 
end of “Tame” — were worth-every-penny money shots. Even 
when Kim Deal and Joey Santiago flubbed the intro to “Here 
Comes Your Man” for the second time, the older, mellower Black, 
rather than kicking a guitar at Deal, as he once did when she 
showed up late to a gig back in the early '90s, just smiled and 
shook his head. Fears that a disgruntled fan might pounce on 
stage, shout, “You broke up Frank Black and the Catholics!”, and 
open fire proved utterly unfounded. 

The Pixies’ reunion finally over, it was back to the base- 
ments. The police have recently been cracking down on under- 
ground gigs (not our fault, we swear), but upstate New York’s 
Charming Bastards had a run-in with the law before they even 
made it to the Allston basement (whose identity we’re not going 
to disclose) they were scheduled to play last Friday night. Ap- 
parently, that’s what happens when you let the bassist drive 
with a suspended license and a 40-ounce in hand. Bravely, his 
mates left him behind and played the show down a man. Friday 
marked the return to music at this venue, which stopped having 
shows a couple of months ago thanks to the aforementioned 
crackdown plus problems with theft and damage. The show also 
marked the first time this particular basement had charged ad- 
mission, which it did less to make a killing than to keep the 
riff-raff out. (“2 Bucks please to be respecting this place. 
Aight?”, read the sign on the back door.) Brian Mattarocha, the 
singer/guitarist for the local avant-noise duo Spiders, noted that 
the last time they’d played a show, Ol’ Dirty Bastard had just 
died — and now they were playing right after the death of 
Dimebag Darrell. “Stop playing shows!” suggested someone in 
the crowd. “You’re not the first person to tell us that,” Mat- 
tarocha joked. Then the band tore through an ass-mauling set 
of White-Stripes-gone-art-metal freakouts and Def-Poetry-Jam- 
gone-gospel sermonizing as an audience of beer-guzzling disci- 
ples sang, screamed, clapped, and “Amen”-ed along. 

Basement shows have their pros (cheap admission; BYOB; in- 
timacy) and cons (shitty and/or earsplitting sound; uninvited 
guests; cops). But on Saturday night at another place in Allston 
whose name we can’t disclose, Josh Benash summed it up best 
when he said, “It’s better than the Moose lodge we played last 
night.” Bonash’s Kiss Kiss — another upstate New York band, 
this one an avant-indie-pop-with-a-violin outfit — were followed 
by local punks the Call Up, who gave an impassioned perform- 
ance that included some of the new songs they’re currently 
recording for a future-album on Lonesome Recordings. They also 
played a spot-on cover of the Replacements’ “Left of the Dial” 
(gee, wonder which box set they want for Christmas?), and 
singer/guitarist Chris Amaral punctuated the night with a violent 
leap into the drum kit that would’ve made Kurt Cobain proud. ™ 


Will Spitz can be reached at wspitz@phx.com. 
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Soft rock 


Mittens and the Vinyl Skyway 


provide emotional rescue 


he Boston trio Mittens have a keen eye 
and ear for pop: playing it, listening to 
it, debating it, or just goofing on it. A 
few days before we convene at the Brendan 
Behan Pub in the band’s Jamaica Plain neigh- 
borhood, Andy Brooks, one of their two 
singers/guitarists/bass players, confirms our 
interview locale via e-mail. 
When I mention the spot 
as a fondly remembered Ce 
watering hole from the 
time I lived in the neigh- 
borhood a few years back, 8 
Brooks responds by send- ly 
ing along a verse from 
lop 10 hit for erstwhile 
AM-radio titans the Little 
River Band: “Friday night it was late/I was 


Reminiscing,” the 1978 


walking you home/We got down to the gate 
And I was dreaming of the night/Would it 
turn out right/How to tell you girl/I wanna 
build my world around you.” 

Those lines immediately remind me how 
good that song sounded floating out of the 
crappy car radio in my parents’ 1977 Ply- 


Ft el 





NO EARPLUGS REQUIRED: Mittens wax nostalgic about old 


sweet-and-sour vocals of Brooks and the simi- 


larly multi-tasking Tom Novotny out in front of 


their casually criss-crossing guitars and loping 
bass lines, and Nick Buni’s marvelously eco- 
nomical drums — stands firmly within the 
long Boston tradition of jangle and melody. 
Think: Papas Fritas, Star Hustler, Fly Seville, 
or, closer still, Buttercup, the 90s pop outfit 
led by Nick’s older brother, Jim Buni. And yet 


the sly, self-effacing wordplay, indie-pop bustle, 
's§ . 
dew on dawn grass. High 
lights include the bright 
Modern-Lovers-meet-A] 


and modest arrangements 
at the heart of Mittens (on 
Boston’s Man with a Gun 
Records) feels as new as 


pl s-in-Stereo bounce of 
“pali j | ‘ 
Belind ch featur 
a tasty tu umpet 


compliments of the Damn 


Personals’ Anthony Rossomando), the pure pop 


sugar high of “Tie Me Over,” and the fetchingly 


skewed “Reinforce Me.” The list goes on. “I 
think it’s not abrasive music, and maybe that 
sounds a little bit fresh to people,” Brooks says. 
“T think there’s a fair amount of hard rock in 
Boston, but you don’t really need to wear 
earplugs at our shows.” 

“We wanted a clean 
sound that sounded mod 
ern yet classic,” says 
Novotny says over beers 
at the Behan, a round or 
two before the trio glee- 
fully go on to poke fun at 
one another while debat- 
ing the relative merits of 
everybody from John 
Mayer and Train to the 
Smiths and Steely Dan. 
“But at a certain point, 
the album is what it is 
and you’re proud of it, 
and because it took a lot 
of energy and heart, you 
trust and hope that peo- 
ple will like it and you'll 
reach people. We seem to 
be on the right track.” 

The threesome stum- 
bled upon a serendipitous 
path when they decided 
to form Mittens a couple 
of years ago. Brooks and 
Novotny grew up writing 
songs together in Phoe- 
nix, and six years after 
Brooks moved here in 
1993 to attend Boston 
University, Novotny decid- 
ed that he too needed a 
change of scenery. Buni 
occasionally ran into 
Brooks through friends, 
and he’d heard (“I don’t 
remember how”) some of 





AM, but their sly, self-effacing wordplay, indie-pop bustle, and _ the solo material Brooks 


modest arrangements feel as new as dew on dawn grass. 


mouth Volare. “I like all that AM-radio sort of 
stuff,” Brooks agrees. “It’s the sound of being 
five and waiting in the hot car.” That kind of 
universal pop experience of “being five and 
waiting in the hot car,” part gilded parking-lot 
memory, part synapse-tugging nostalgia, has a 
lot to do with the endearing appeal of Mittens’ 
music. The songs on the group’s homonymous 
debut album sparkle and set the senses freshly 
alight, but they’re full of familiar echoes, too 
— Pavement as reimagined by the cuddlier 
wing of the Elephant 6 collective, perhaps. 
The trio’s pared-down approach — the 


had been recording. “I 
told him that I liked his 
stuff, and that if he was 
ever going to start a band, I knew how to play 
drums,” Buni recalls. Brooks grins from across 
the table: “It was a lot of drunk party talk, like, 
‘We should get together and play sometime.’ ” 
But Brooks took Buni up on his offer and 
introduced the drummer to Novotny. The 
three gelled quickly. “I didn’t know them, and 
we weren't friends, so there wasn’t the pre 
tense of getting toget her, hanging out, and 
having fun even though it was fun,” Buni 
says. “When we weren't playing music, it was 
actually a little awkward.” 
Continued on page 10 
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BRACED FOR DISASTER: themes of reconciliation, redemption, and the search for peace of mind amid 


heartache and regret give Vinyl Skyway its gorgeous glow. 


Continued from page 9 

Producer Pete Weiss, who’s worked with the 
band on both their most recent EP and the full- 
length, first heard about them from his pal 
Charlie Chesterman (ex—Scruffy the Cat). “He 
heard them on a radio show talking about how 
there wasn’t much melody going on in music,” 
recalls Weiss, who contributed piano to “Belin 
da” and recorded the band at Zippah Studios in 
Boston and his home recording studio in Ver 
mont. “They have pretty definite tastes, and 
they’re on the same page with each other musi 
cally. They like simplicity, they like melody, and 
they’re not big on instrumental solos, although 
it could be that they just want to get to the 
point of the song.” 

Mittens have already begun working on ma- 
terial for their next album with Weiss, whom 
they describe as “the fourth Mitten,” and they 
hope to have another full-length finished by 
spring. “We kind of have the philosophy that 


our time is now,” Novotny says. “We feel like 
we're going to continue to make good music, so 
why not push forward? It’s not like we need to 
take a hiatus.” 


THE VINYL SKYWAY. Tragic circumstances 
have shadowed Boston singer-songwritet 

Michael Hayes through 
ing his music as both haunting specter and 


1 most of his life, visit 


Hayes’s previous band 


tinged territo 


inspiring muse. 
Lemonpeeler, mined count 
ries that, even at their most straightforward- 
ly rocking, were suffused with a deep pas 
toral ache. On the band’s lone full-length, 
2001’s The First Time (self-released on their 
Sissybar Records imprint), the subject matter 
ranged from the experience of watching a 
close friend’s downward spiral into drug ad- 
diction (“Around”) to a fear of flying 
(“Northbound Plane”) to yearning for van- 


ished lovers (“Caroline’s Gone”). Just as the 
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band hit the road to pro- 
mote the album, Hayes’s 
father died. 

Hayes’s new project, 
the Vinyl Skyway (the 
name of his band, their 
first CD, and the in-house 
label he runs with his 
wife, Susan), is also 
braced for disaster (“Ar- 
mageddon’s just one 
bomb away” is one lyric, 
from “Brilliant Ones”), 
and it’s marked by an 
even more acute melan- 
choly. It’s also twice as 
comely as its predeces- 
sors. (Lemonpeeler re- 
leased an EP, The Woolly 
Sessions, that turned out 
to be the band’s de facto 
farewell.) One new track 
in particular, “Windfall,” 
about loss and grasping in vain for a loved one, 
is gorgeous in its gentle distress. Hayes says it’s 
for, and about, his late mother. There are also 
songs about faith and betrayal (“The Rev- 
erend’s Prey” is an un-preachy meditation on 
the Catholic Church scandal), street-corner 
blues (“That Girl”), and early-morning benders 
(“Cold Feet”) that would sit nicely alongside 
Wilco’s Being The re 

“My mom died of cancer when I was six 
years old, and I’ve had a lot of people die in my 
life,” Hayes says over drinks at the Middle East. 
“It’s not like ’'m obsessed with death, but I cer- 
tainly feel an affinity for people who have 
passed on. Death is a heavy thing, but it can 
also be a beautiful thing, and songwriting can 
be part of a cleansing process.” Indeed, dove- 
tailing themes of reconciliation, redemption, 
and the search to find peace of mind amid 
heartache and regret are what give The Vinyl 
Skyway its gorgeous glow. Well, that and 


Hayes’s halting, throat-catching tenor, whieh 
can coast through a melody as smooth and 
sweet as peaches and cream one moment be- 
fore lingering over a heartbreakingly simple 
couplet like “I’m hangin’ on/To broken songs” 
(“Brilliant Ones”) another. 

After Lemonpeeler split amid acrimony and 
what Hayes now confesses was too much self- 
imposed pressure too soon, the songwriter 
“needed to start something new.” He began 
working up demos with a sympathetic collabo- 
rator, former Jr. Corduroy guitarist Andy San- 
tospago. “In Lemonpeeler, we were desperate,” 
Hayes says. “You want so badly to become full- 
time musicians that you become impetuous and 
make decisions that maybe aren’t the best for 
you.” (The members of Lemonpeeler have since 
repaired their frayed friendships, and they even 
performed together during a reunion gig at the 
Vinyl Skyway’s CD-release party this past au- 
tumn.) “This time, I just wanted to play with 
friends, so we started Sunday-afternoon re- 
hearsals in my kitchen, drinking beers, singing 
for three hours — my songs, cover songs, what- 
ever. And then my grandmother cut me a check 
for $5000. I was like, ‘Wow!’ She’s 95 years old, 
and she said, ‘I won't be here very long, so go 
record and enjoy this.’ ” 

Hayes quit his day job at an investment 
firm, where he had been miserable, and 
blocked out a week’s worth of studio time at Q 
Division Studios in Somerville, where a cast of 
some dozen friends and musicians dropped by 
to sing a harmony here or lay down a bass line 
there. Santospago was the Vinyl Skyway’s not- 
so-secret weapon, handling the lion’s share of 
lead-guitar duties and chipping in on every- 
thing from lap steel to dobro to cello. “People 
say it must be a struggle to be a musician, but 
I got to make this album,” Hayes says. “What 
if 1 had no money? It wouldn't have hap- 
pened. A lot of great songwriters have no 
money at all and will never have that kind of 
opportunity. I felt lucky.” ¥ 


| 
| 
| 
: 





cishiatidamemmemmemion eee 


a AY RO HR RN IS OM RR 





DUKE OF HAZARDS: Kenny Wayne Shepherd took some t 
drink and drugs and retool his music and his hot rod. 


ime off to wean himself from 
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Kenny Wayne Shepherd and Dropbox team up on tour 





BY SEAN RICHARDSON 


enny Wayne Shepherd is on the come- 
K back trail. The blues-rock guitar hero 

just put out his fourth CD, The Place 
You’re In (Warner Bros.), which heralds his re- 


turn to the marketplace after a five-year hiatus. 


But don’t go calling him a grizzled veteran. 
Just a teenager when he burst onto the scene 
in 1995, he spent the next five years working 
non-stop, both in the studio and on the road. 
Now 27 and recovered from a slight burnout, 
he’s looking forward to the second phase of his 
career. 

“At first, it was going to be a vacation, but 
then I realized I had some things I needed to 
get straightened out,” Shepherd says of his 
lengthy time off, during which he moved from 
his native Louisiana to Los Angeles. “Drinking 
and substance abuse were starting to take con- 
trol of my life. Once I got my act together, I 
went into the studio and made this record. I’ve 
got a new lease on life.” He also used the time 
off to focus on extracurricular activities like de- 
signing his new “Xtreme” Lee hot rod, a 1969 
Dodge Charger modeled after the General Lee 
on The Dukes of Hazzard. It’s slated to be fea- 
tured on an upcoming episode of the TLC show 
Rides. “It allowed me to figure out what I like 
to do, other than play music. I started riding 
motorcycles and going to car shows; I started 
collecting muscle cars. Music is my favorite 
thing in the world, but you’ve got to have other 
things, too.” 

All that means there have been plenty of 
changes in the Shepherd camp. The most 
significant is that after using outside vocalists 
throughout his career, he handles the majority 
of the singing on The Place You’re In. Like lots of 
other guitarists-turned-vocalists, including Joe 
Satriani, Shepherd is modest about his singing 
talents. “I’m not, like, this amazing vocalist. A 
few years from now, I would anticipate, I'll be a 
lot better. But this is the first year ’'m doing 


this, so I had to write songs that are within the 
realm of what I’m capable of doing. And the 
live show is a whole different approach. I had 
to bring a rhythm guitar player into the band. 
On some of the songs, I just can’t play guitar 
and sing 100 percent of the time. It’s a continu- 
ous learning process.” 

Shepherd’s latest video, “Alive,” gives fans a 
taste of what to expect from his new live show, 
which comes to the Roxy this Friday. The blond 
star has exchanged his trademark Johnny Win- 
ter-style mane for short, tousled hair that al- 
most makes him look like a hard-rocking Back- 
street Boy. He and his band set up their Mar- 
shall stacks under the desert sun, with Shep- 
herd taking center stage both on the micro- 
phone and for a searing guitar solo. He sings 
confidently, with a bluesy grit that echoes his 
guitar tone. With its piledriving grunge riff, the 
track might be the heaviest thing he has ever 
recorded. And the chorus shares its uplifting 
feel with the P.O.D. hit of the same name: “And 
I feel, feel so alive/When I’m with you/Every- 
thing’s fine.” 

Although it has received plenty of airplay, 
“Alive” peaked just short of the rock Top 10. 
That’s somewhere Shepherd has landed seven 
times in his first decade on the charts, and a 
place he no doubt hopes to visit again. The star 
may be identified with the blues-rock scene, but 
he has always moved within a broader frame- 
work. He wrote all of his early hits with Mark 
Selby, the man behind the Dixie Chicks’ Gram- 
my-winning “There’s Your Trouble.” On his plat- 
inum 1997 release, Trouble Is... , Shepherd 
brought in proven producer (and former Talking 
Head) Jerry Harrison. That album, which is cred- 
ited to the Kenny Wayne Shepherd Band, was 
also where he teamed up with lead singer Noah 
Hunt. The result was “Blue on Black,” his great- 
est hit to date and a swampy standout from the 
Creed era. 

Selby and Harrison are gone on The Place 
You’re In, and Hunt appears on just two tracks. 

Continued on page 12 
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Continued from page 11 

In their place is producer Marti Frederiksen, 
who’s best known for his work on the Aerosmith 
smash “Jaded.” Between the two of them, Shep- 


herd and Frederiksen are responsible for the ma- 


jority of what you hear on the disc. “Marti is tal- 
ented in all areas,” Shepherd raves. “We wrote 
almost all of these songs together. He produced 
it, he played bass, he sang background vocals. It 
made it a lot more personal. He was just as into 
how a song should sound as I was, because he 
helped write it.” 
Shepherd has more in common with Lenny 

Kravitz than he does with Stevie Ray Vaughan 
on The Place You’re In, which puts a contempo- 


and another rock star with a reputation for hard 
living: Kid Rock. “When you’re so sure you got it 
right/All alone in the spotlight/You'll never see 
it coming,” Kid croons, promising retribution for 
holier-than-thou types. It’s one of several tracks 
on this well-rounded disc that’s aimed at return- 
ing Shepherd to the radio glory he enjoyed in 
the late 1990s. 


OPENING FOR SHEPHERD at the Roxy are 
Dropbox, whose minor hit “Wishbone” is one 
of the year’s best rock debuts — or at least one 
of the most sex-crazed. “Ride out her open 
road/Fell to the wayside/Dined on her dirty 
soul/Ain’t willing to pass it by,” frontman John 


DIRTY: Dropbox’s “Wishbone” is one of the year’s best rock debuts — or at least one of 


the most sex-crazed. 


rary spin on a wide array of classic-rock ideas. 
The title track finds him seducing a hard-luck 
woman over the smoldering groove from Ted 
Nugent’s “Stranglehold.” “Get It Together” com- 
bats social apathy (“I wish I could help her but 
I'm singing my song”) with a snarling guitar 
hook. On “Let Go,” he tackles heartbreak with a 
tender chorus full of smooth harmonies. And 
“Ain't Selling Out” is a barn bugger with an in- 


sistent cowbell and a defiant attitude reflected: - 


in its somewhat generic lyrics: “If you don’t like 
it, | don’t care/’Cause I’m right here, I ain’t 
going nowhere.” 

‘Ain't Selling Out” has become something of 
a themesong for Shepherd. As he puts it, 
“Whether it’s fans or industry people, everyone 
has an opinion of what they want you to be. 
That song is my message to whomever: ‘If the 
shoe fits, wear it.’ All I can be, and all I’m going 
to be, is who I am — whether that means play- 
ing the crap out of the blues on guitar, making 
an aggressive rock record, or stepping on stage 
with Willie Nelson. I’m fortunate to have some 
really hardcore fans. They will support me no 
matter what I do. Those are the kind of people 
you hope to have in your fan base. Because 
they'll allow you to grow, and they’ll grow 
along with you.” 

Shepherd’s other primary collaborator on 
The Place You’re In is veteran drummer Brian 
Tichy, who also played on a forthcoming album 
from Billy Idol. He and Frederiksen aren’t in 
the touring band, but Shepherd is bringing 
Hunt on the road to sing and play guitar. And 
Hunt shows up on the disc to handle lead vo- 
cals on two songs, both of which do a good job 
of living up to the “Blue on Black” standard. “I 
need an angel to protect me from myself/And 
take these burdens off my mind,” he sings on 
“Burdens,” the album’s cathartic high point. 
The emotional wounds are fresh on that track, 
which is where Shepherd addresses his battle 
with alcoholism in the most direct terms. 

“Spank” is a playful duet between Shepherd 


Kosco howls on the first verse. The riffs from 
guitarist Lee Richards are full of menace, and 
the song builds to a double-edged climax. “I 
wanna break you apart/I wanna overflow you,” 
is the psychedelic bridge that completes the 
sexual metaphor, and the final chorus keeps ac- 
celerating until it runs out of gas. No surprise 
that the video for the song features three strip- 
pers putting on a peep show for the group. 
“Wishbone” is the first track on the band’s 


i ‘debut, Dropbox (Universal), a hard-rock album 


that’s more diverse than the alt-metal of the 
single might suggest. Although the band are 
based in New Jersey, they’ve been making lots 
of noise in Massachusetts because of their close 
ties to Godsmack. Richards, who was in the 
original line-up of that band but quit before 
their first album, was introduced to Kosco by 
Godsmack frontman Sully Erna. The fledgling 
group then signed to Godsmack’s label and 
management, and Erna ended up playing 
drums on “Wishbone” and seven other songs 
from the disc while the band looked for a full- 
time drummer. Kosco also got to duet with his 
benefactor on Godsmack’s most recent hit, 
“Touché.” 

Despite their name, Godsmack have always 
sounded more like 1990s Metallica than Alice in 
Chains to me. But there’s no mistaking who 
Dropbox sound like, especially with producer 
Dave Jerden — the man behind the Alice in 
Chains landmark Dirt (Columbia) — aboard. 
Kosco’s hazy vocals are beyond derivative, and 
Erna even throws in a bunch of Dirt-style drum 
accents. But the Alice in Chains template remains 
a good one to follow as long as you have the 
songs to back it up. And with grinding existential 
anthems like “Take Away the Sun” and “Nobody 
Cares,” Dropbox are able to hold theirown. 


Kenny Wayne Shepherd and Dropbox perform 
this Friday, December 17, at the Roxy, 279 
Tremont Street in the Theater District; call (617) 
338-7699. 
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Paying the rent 


De La Soul, Mos Def, and Talib Kweli stay in business 


BY FRANKLIN SOUL 





he long weekend before Election Day in 

my home town of Cleveland was like the 

rushed, nonsensical climax of a dream. 
Diehard leftists, down-and-out bohemians, and 
famous performers flooded in from across the 
nation, as people from Bruce Springsteen to an 
extra from One Life To Live (I gave him a lift after 
he’d finished a long day of canvassing) put them- 
selves on the line to keep their idea of the Ameri- 
can Dream alive. Then, on Election Night, just 
when we all started to suffer our mass rude 
awakening, De La Soul showed up. These three 
seminal forerunners of today’s “conscious,” pro- 
gressive, so-called underground hip-hop weren't 
in Cleveland to commit to a dream. They were 
here to get paid. 

At least, that’s what a friend tells me who 
caught their half-empty show that night. He 
went because his rap crew were opening for 
the headliners, who were touring for The Grind 
Date (AOI/Sanctuary Urban), their first CD in 
three very grinding years. Like so many con- 
scious Clevelanders, my friend had spent Elec- 
tion Day doing whatever last-minute political 
work he could, so after his set, he joined the 
crowd watching the returns on the TV at the 
back bar. De La Soul, meanwhile, performed an 
unremarkable set and then split. “They didn’t 
seem that concerned with the election,” said 
my friend. In the words of De La’s contempo- 
raries, the very un-conscious EPMD: “Business, 
never personal.” 

Or, in the recent words of Mos Def, the most 
gifted inheritor of the Natives Tongues’ man- 
tle, “Fuck you! Pay me!” That’s the repeated 
chorus closing “War,” a typically confusing 
track on the Brooklyn rapper’s eagerly awaited 
second solo album, The New Danger (Geffen/ 
Interscope). The cut starts with the kind of 
deft, politically sweeping rhymes that earned 
the former Dante Smith his stage name. But 
after an old movie clip in which some proper 
Englishman intones about man helping his fel- 
low man of all races, Mos Def bursts into deri- 
sive laughter and starts shouting that chorus 
over headbanging rock. Then there’s Mos Def’s 
one-time partner, Talib Kweli, who also recent- 
ly released an eagerly awaited second solo 
album, The Beautiful Struggle (Rawkus). If 
anything, Kweli has always been even more 
politically declamatory than Mos Def, but on 
the album-closing title track, he qualifies his 
terms: “You try to vote and participate in the 
government and the motherfucking Democrats 
is acting like Republicans.” And: “They call me 
the political rapper even after I tell them I 
don’t fuck with politics.” And: “I don’t want to 
change your ways, don’t want to lead you off 
your path/You try to change the world, so 
please excuse me while I laugh.” 

What’s going on? Maybe nothing but the 
rent — that is, payment to maintain the bad- 
ass outsider status that has kept hip-hop so 
strong for so long. Ever since Chuck D’s “other 
man” started following rap in numbers larger 
than the “brother man,” rap’s right to represent 
all kinds of real and imaginary outsiders — 
first and foremost underprivileged African- 
Americans — has gotten costlier. What you 
gain in maintaining street cred, you pay for by 
giving up political sensitivity. And what distin- 
guishes the river of underground rap from the 
mainstream isn’t so much a difference in their 
outsider status or the mounting cost of main- 
taining it as in how the two streams negotiate 
their payments for those cribs in the hood. 

By and large, mainstream rappers do what 
Dubya does with his mounting debt — they ig- 
nore it. Of course, rap’s party and bullshit is a lot 
more benign than the Party of Bu**sh**. But in 

both cases, we’re the ones left to foot the bill, ei- 
ther with a stagnant economy or with stagnant 
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BLACKFACE: what’s going on in hip-hop when a formerly politically conscious artist like 
Mos Def is shouting “Fuck you! Pay me!”? 


music. In contrast, underground rappers have 
found numerous ways to pay their debts, and the 
new albums by De La Soul, Mos Def, and Talib 
Kweli represent just three of them. 

The only one that doesn’t meet its due bill is 
The Beautiful Struggle. Not that it’s bankrupt 
like, say, the Jay-Z & R. Kelly “Best of Both 
Worlds” tour. (Trust me.) In fact, its shortcom- 
ings are so mundane and its strong moments are 
so likable, you keep hoping the disc might man- 
age to scrape together the rent one way or an- 
other. Since exploding in the underground with 
his former high-school pal on their 1998 debut, 
Mos Def and Talib Kweli Are Black Star 
(Rawkus), Kweli has steadily worked toward a 
bigger, brighter stage, so it makes sense that 
he’d now try to front tinny 808-style beats and 
female R&B choruses, like Nelly with a the- 


saurus, working to open minds as he bounces 
the booty. Yet the words ring all too true as Mary 
J. Blige coos, “You know I try,” while Talib raps, 
“This is my product and you know I gotta move 
it.” On the next cut, Kweli muffles a pledge to 
radical secularism under a Police “interpolation” 
so corny it would make P. Diddy blush. The disc 
doesn’t fully recover until the title-track closer, 
in which his political agnosticism is made more 
intriguing by the warm, haunting beats of his 
fail-safe old partner Hi-Tek. 

Still, it’s a long way from Mos Def and Talib 
Kweli Are Black Star. Stark yet sophisticated, that 
disc became the Raw and the Cooked of today’s 
underground hip-hop, throwing gasoline on the 
embers of a dormant subculture. The Beautiful 
Struggle dampens those embers by trying to 
spread them into a bigger pit. 


Mos Def, meanwhile, doesn’t even bother with 
the fire, instead dousing gas on his own image 
and lighting a fresh match. The inclination to im- 
molate his image speaks to his love of acting 
(he’s got serious film, Broadway, and TV credits) 
and also to his smoldering ambition. As a musi- 
cian, he’s never been more impressive, being 
steeped in the blues and all its offshoots so hard, 
he almost succeeds in regathering the African Di- 
aspora on one disc, claiming punk rock, metal, 
hip-hop, jazz, Marvin Gaye, and even Hair as his 
own. But his attitude has never been so off- 
putting, as he projects personas that are suspi- 
cious, boastful, disdainful, and self-interested. 
Often, Mos Def even chucks his deft raps for hol- 
low chants and slovenly mumblings: “I'll be your 
boogie man,” “I am that nigger,” “My whole life 
is real,” whatever. 

In short, he’s acting the part of that Nigga Ya 
Love To Hate, Part 37 Million. If you think the 
focus is misplaced at this historical juncture, well, 
that might make Mos Def’s blackface even more 
bracing than it would be if you agreed with his re- 
ductionism. Mos’s effrontery jolts your perspec- 
tive, engaging your entire brain like all the most 
daring art. This isn’t to excuse his ugly prejudices, 
which probably reach their lowest point on “The 
Rape Over,” a rewrite of Jay-Z’s “The Takeover” 
that blasts every non-hip-hop entity “running this 
rap shit,” including “quasi-homosexuals.” But give 
credit to his instinct to let his band, Black Jack 
Johnson, jam away while he’s venting his subcon- 
scious like John Lennon fronting the Plastic Ono 
Band, because the Plastic Ono Band weren't one 
fifth as funky as P-Funk’s Bernie Worrell (keys), 
Living Coloiir’s Will Calhoun (drums), and espe- 
cially the Bad Brains’ Gary Miller (a/k/a Dr. 
Know), who — finally — makes this hip-hop’s 
first good punk guitar album. 

The price of this blackface — what’s being 
lost for the sake of bad-ass cred — can be heard 
on two new albums on the upstart Illson Media 
label. Medina Green’s U-Know the Flex: The Mix 
Tape Vol-01 mostly features Mos Def’s younger 
brother, DCQ (a/k/a Jashiya Illson), in decent, 
darkly tinged underground tough talk. But one 
track, “Beef,” features Mos Def himself front 
and center, setting geopolitical horror, personal 
tragedy, and street-corner bluster in proper pro- 
portion with the sharpest rap since his 1999 
solo debut. And UTD’s Manifest Destiny is better 
yet, an unreleased gem from 1996 that features 
Mos Def, DCQ, and their friend Ces, a female 
rapper who cut her teeth on MC Lyte. Not that 
she totally bites Lyte’s style, because this trio 
nibble at every worthy style of hip-hop’s golden 
age, especially the trippy lilt of the Native 
Tongues crews. As they bluff their way past 
thugs and blow through Brooklyn at midnight, 
they earn the right to their album title, which is 
reminiscent of a time when rap still didn’t know 
the meaning of back rent. 

Some critics have claimed the same for De La 
Soul’s “If It Wasn't for You,” on production team 
Handsome Boy Modeling School’s fun, funny, 
and occasionally wonderful spoof White People 
(Atlantic/Elektra). Reuniting the trio with their 
great early producer, Prince Paul, the track is 
playful and goofy and unpredictably clever like 
the crew’s best classic tracks. Yet it doesn’t com- 
pare with The Grind Date, which De La Soul ac- 
knowledge is simply their attempt to get back 
on their feet and get by “thought free,” as De 
La’s Dave puts it in a press release. If Talib Kweli 
is trying to buy his way into mainstream legiti- 
macy and Mos Def is trying to buy every stereo- 
type of black rebellion, De La Soul are going full 
circle and remembering Q-Tip’s line in ’89: 
“Black is black is black is black.” So as on their 
two Art Official Intelligence masterpieces, only 
without the heightened ambition, they nestle 
again into the bosom of soul and funk that most 
mainstream hip-hop only skims, trading their 
youthful playfulness for an adult day job as reli- 
able black entertainers. 

The lead single, “Shopping Bags,” is about 
gold diggers, for Christ’s sake, but man, does it 
hit on the one. Every cut is dense with thumping 
beats, incessant soul samples, and rhymes that 
bear fruit as you instinctively reach for replay to 
hear that hook one more time. Highlights include 
a guest appearance by Ghostface, the Motowny 
“No,” and “Church,” which is about replacing “re- 


- bellion with rebirth” and coping in a world that 


almost never goes the way of our dreams. Its 
opening line: “Wake up!” a 
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Live and on record 


SPACEY DOES BOBBY: 

NO SWEAT 

Kevin Spacey didn’t take himself too seri- 
ously when he gave a performance “cele- 
brating the music of Bobby Darin” at the 
Somerville Theatre last Sunday. “I don’t 


do this for a living,” he quipped by way of 


explanation for the music stand that he 
moved so as not to block the view of pa- 
trons in the front row of the packed 
house. Which doesn’t mean that he didn’t 
give it his all, or that the accompanying 
big band conducted by former Darin mu- 
sical director — and respected jazz pianist 
and arranger — Roger Kellaway didn’t 
sound swell. But Spacey never pretended 
that this night was more than it was: a 
way for him to plug his new Bobby Darin 
bio-pic, Beyond the Sea, and to “turn the 
spotlight” on “one of the finest enter- 
tainers this country has ever had, Mr. 
Bobby Darin.” 

And to judge by the age and the re- 
sponse of the audience, you’d have to 
figure there were more than a few 
Darin fans in attendance. There were 
waves of applause during the intro- 
ductory chords to many of the 18 
numbers and two encore pieces 
Spacey sang in the course of the 80- 
minute show. And when he an- 
nounced that the short tour had 
played Atlantic City the previous 
night, there were appreciative oohs 
and aahs. 

Darin (1936-1973) was an odd 
figure, inspired by Frank Sinatra but 
also, from his first charting single, 
his original 1958 rock-and-roll novel- 
ty number “Splish Splash,” — 
over into all manner of pop. His 22 

[op 40 hits included the jazzy “Mack 
the Knife” (almost a year before Ella 
Fitzgerald’s version), a revival of the 
Benny Goodman hit “Beyond the 
Sea,” and ’60s folkie Tim Hardin’s “If 
I Were a Carpenter,” 

At the Somerville, Spacey sang it 
all. He opened with Rogers & Ham- 


artists both in the studio and on the stage. 
Turn It Out (Orchard, 2000) featured gui- 
tarist John Scofield, bassist Oteil Bur- 
bridge, and saxophonist Sam Kininger; 
the 2001 Blue Note release Doin’ Some- 
thing saw horn arrangements by Fred 
Wesley (the legendary trombonist from 
James Brown’s band); and the 2002 Blue 
Note release Next featured vocals by Dave 
Matthews and MCs Talib Kweli and Black 
Thought. And they’ve accomplished all of 
this without a bass player. Instead, bass 
duties are carried out by organ/keyboard 
player Neal Evans, who holds down the 
low end with his left hand and Hammond 
B-3 bass pedals while layering harmonies 
and melodies in the right hand and on 
Hohner Clavinet. Across the stage, brother 
and drummer Alan Evans keeps the 
rhythm section airtight with his unwaver- 


HELLO, YOUNG LOVERS: the Kevin Spacey 


merstein’s “Hello, Young Lovers,” up- but so did the Bobby Darin fans. 


tempo and with impeccable swing. 

In fact, his time was good on all the 
up-tempo swingers. He joked easily with 
the audience, and he shimmied and 
shook. On ballads, his voice didn’t have 
the support you’d expect from a big-band 
singer in the Sinatra — or Darin — mold, 
and there was the occasional pitch correc- 
tion, but at least it was live, and at least 
he corrected it. 

But the weirdest time warps in this 
show about a performer who was maybe 
a bit anachronistic even in his own time 
came with rock-era Darin: his own 
protest anthem “Simple Song of Free- 
dom,” and “Bridge over Troubled Water, 
and, most oddly, Randy Newman’s “Sail 
Away,” in which Spacey fudged some 
lyrics on this satire of the Middle Passage 
(it’s “Climb aboard little wog,” not 
‘Climb aboard little woman”). What was 
a guy in a tuxedo doing singing this song 
anyway? I guess we'll have to see the 
movie to find out. 

— Jon Garelick 


SOULIVE: 
JAZZ JAM WITH A HIP-HOP FLAIR 


For the fans who've been along for the 
Soulive ride since the jazz-jam band’s for- 
mation in 1999, it’s been rewarding to 
watch their steady rise from a grass-roots 
phenomenon to a contemporary jewel in 
the Blue Note Records crown. From their 
iw 1999 EP Get Down! (recorded the first 
day the trio ever played together) to their 
most recent homonymous live release, 
they’ve continued to find new ways to 
bring jazz to a young audience, attracting 
an increasingly impressive line-up of guest 


ing grooves. Between the two sits guitarist 
Eric Krasno, whose jazzy solos hover at 
the center of the group’s sonic spread. 

Over the years, the band’s selling point 
has always been their intense if rather grit- 
ty live shows. But last Friday night’s sold- 
out engagement at the Paradise (with an 
almost all-white twentysomething audi- 
ence) revealed a newer, more — side 
of Soulive. Ditching their usual formal at 
tire, the trio appeared ati casual T- 
shirts and jeans and joined by touring 
trumpet player Rashawn Ross and sax 
player Ryan Zoidis. Their two-and-a-half- 
hour set consisted of mostly recent materi- 
al that included the unreleased “Vapor” 
and “Reverb.” Each tune featured Tower of 
Power-like horn arrangements and had its 
own choreographed light show. 

Around midnight, the energy level 
surged with the appearance of lyricist Breez 
Evahflowin’, who had the crowd chanting 
“Party people come on!” in a funkified ver 
sion of “Hot 2Nite.” Then Kininger joined in 
for some sax battling on the ever funky 
“Tuesday Night’s Squad” and “Hurry Up.. 
And Wait.” For the final encore, Kininger’s 
band piled on stage with Ross, Zoidis, and 
percussionist Atticus Cole for a 15-minute 
version of “Do It Again” that offered solos 
all around and some impressive freestyling 
from Evahflowin’. Talent has never been an 











issue for this trio, but the energy and the 
accessible blend of funk, soul, and hip-hop 
they’ve cultivated over the past several 
years have made them an unusual jazz-pop 
crossover SUCCeSS. 


— Adam Gold 


fans came to the Somerville 


HOT TUNA: 
LIVE IN ARLINGTON 


I'd never been interested in Hot Tuna 


until a friend cajoled me into seeing them 


at the Regent Theatre in Arlington last 
year. My only impressions of the band 
were from electric recordings I'd heard in 
the ’80s that seemed a little high on bom- 
bast and low on ideas and fire. Sure, I 
was aware that leaders Jorma Kaukonen 
and Jack Casady, who play guitar and 
bass respectively, had a pedigree as Rock 
and Roll Hall of Famers for their charter 
membership in the great psychedelic-era 
band Jefferson Airplane and that both 
were still ace musicians, but . . . | was 
surprised and won over by that acoustic 
performance, which embraced country 
blues and a variety of other folk and old- 
time idioms with relaxed virtuosity and 
humor. Kaukonen and Casady played 
splendidly abetted by mandolinist, gui- 
tarist, and banjo picker Barry Mitterhoff, 
who met their virtuosity and maybe even 
upped the ante. 


JOEL VEAK 





Theatre, 


So when they played the Regent again, a 
week ago last Tuesday, I was eager for 
more of the same and even ready for the 
advertised electric second set. I was primed 
further by the recently reissued Live in 
Japan (Eagle), a digitally remastered ver 
sion of a 1997 album that captures the on- 
stage warmth and grace I'd witnessed in 
exorcisms of “Walkin’ Blues,” “Keep Your 
Lamps Trimmed and Burning,” and other 
covers and originals. 

That warmth and humor remained in- 
tact this time, though perhaps the material 
was a bit less compelling. The peak was an 
in-the-pocket version of the Leroy Carr 
classic “How Long, How Long Blues” that 
afforded some deft tempo changes and 
sparked some impressive flourishes from 
Kaukonen, whose overall restraint gave 
way to flashy arpeggiated passages and 
tastefully bent and sustained notes when- 
ever the urge moved him. 

Otherwise, Kaukonen deferred too often 
to Mitterhoff, who is a terrific mandolinist 
and banjoist but has a truly brittle electric 


guitar tone. And the electric set — propelled 


by drummer Erik Diaz seemed oddly 
alien to Hot Tuna, who have their roots in 
electric rock and blues despite their recent 


history of acoustic performances. Well, not 
Casady, whose deep round tone and fluid 
excursions were the night’s most consistent 


highs. But a bar-band quality cover of the 


overdone blues standard “Rock Me Baby” 
doesn’t do this group or their audience jus 
tice given the rich legacy of original electric 
music Kaukonen and Casady have on tap 


— Ted Drozdowski 
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holiday 


**** Frickin’ A, “MERRY 
MERRY MERRY FRICKIN’ 
CHRISTMAS (WORLD 
CHAMPION RED SOX AN- 
THEM)” (Toucan Cove EP). 
These four unendearingly buf 
foonish party boys have been 
sucking the tailpipe of the KISS 
108 gravy train since landing a 
Blinkish micro-hit called “Trend” 
last summer. Their big get-rich 
quick scheme was a punk-pop 


over of Rick Springfield’s 











Jessie’s Girl” (included here as a 
And their guitar player 
Johnny Damon for the 
Michael-stubble 
et-combo_ since 
Ve Badd 
k \ 
ry b 
5 
i he 
5 } 
hough, in the tradition of 
Boston-themed novelties dating 
} y Wi Frickin’ A 
) 1 MetroWest suburb 
hear f. (Does th 
( nat 
Over! 
> he ¢ 
1 h ISTILY 
1S 
I l Ye Okc € 
n CD just 
hist 
scratch thei 
hy the band titled 
nstrumental version “Ash 
ipsynch Track MMM 
FXmas” beats you over the head 


with its pseudo-cleverness, just 
vhat great novelty songs are 


supposed to do 


is their jock bassist’s fauxhawk, 


is transparent 
it’s the kind of beyond-shameless 
bid for 


singing along to even as you're 


yttention that you'll be 


ittempting to dislodge it from 
your noggin with an ice pick 
Frickin’ A know that 


swallows” sells better than “Sox 
rule”: by rhyming the title with 


Yankees fans can kiss this” and 


A-Rod 


Steinbrenner’s really pissed 


they've ensured that this song 


furnace rotatio! 


ports-talk and modern-rock 


n blact 
If) DiaSt 


stations every six minutes 

tween last week and the night 
u stuff it in your dad’s stock 

ght just be the best 


part about this “Frickin’ Christ 


ng. Which mi 





WIth a 


mas tsa guilty pleasu 
non-negotiable expiration date 
— Carly Carioli 


*** Chandler Travis and 
Friends, ANOTHER CHRIST- 
MAS GIFT FOR YOU (Sonic 
Trout). Chandler Travis’s holi 
day album is like a good Christ 

mas party: it starts off fun and 
friendly and just gets wackier as 
it goes along. Like his buddies in 
NRBQ, Travis is always torn be 

tween urges to create classic pop 
fun of it, and this 
} 


and to make 
CD recorded over about a 
decade with a handful of band 
ind collaborators rive ree 
rein both to his tunesmith and 


| 


his prankster sides. The latter 


comes out ahead, but he man 


Off the 
record 





XMAS CHEER: Frickin’ A are frickin’ idiots, and that makes them a perfect match for our frickin’ Idiots. 


iges to get in a handful of solid, 
straight-ahead pop tunes two 
of which are called “Christmas 
Time’ before the party goes 


out of bounds 

The first “Christmas Time” is a 
mandolin-driven folk-rocker that 
could 


Spoonful the second is 1 pretty 


pass for vintage Lovin 


ballad that goes back to Travis’s 
Casuals days 
NRBQ’s 
Spampinato brothers. Travis gets 
in another gem with “If We Can 
Just Make It Through Christ 
mas,” in which a cynical lyric 
gets the Phil Spector melodic 
treatment. After that, the assem- 
bled company get progressively 
deeper into the eggnog. There’s 
a lounge-singer takeoff called 
“Christmas Without You Sucks.” 
A choral treatment by Erik Lind 
gren of one of his TV-commercial 
jingles. A three-minute gap, 
credited to No One and titled 
“Totally Silent Night.” (Someone 
had to think of that sooner or 
later.) And the obvious hit: 
“Christmas in Athol,” sung of 
course in a lisp and featuring the 
chorus “Almost like Christmas in 
Leominster, but better.” This is a 
disc best enjoyed wearing either 
1 Santa Claus hat or a lamp 


1 Teo. i} 
earlier [ncrediDle 


ind features both of 


shade 
— Brett Milano 


pop 


*xx*xx* Kiss, GOLD (Mercury 
CD/DVD). This past summer’s 
Kiss tour was like the dark days 
of the early-1980s all over again 

yeah, they were wearing 
make-up, but neither Peter Criss 
nor Ace Frehley was in the band 
Thanks to the current wave of 
archival releases from the rock 
legends’ long-time label, the 
good times are still rolling at re 
tail. First they got two volumes in 
the budget-priced 20th Century 
Vasters series, and now this, a 
t (two audio, one 
video) with handsome DVD-like 


three-disc sé 
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packaging. At 20 tracks apiece, 
the first two discs are a chrono 


logical and 


overview of the group’s classic 


1 


period, from 1974’s seminal Kiss 
to 1981’s infamous Music from 
the Elder. The presentation is sim 
ilar to their excellent box set, 
minus the rarities and the in 
depth liner notes. The DVD, first 
released in 1987 and still avail 
able on its own as Exposed, push 
es into the MTV era with raunchy 
videos like “Heaven’s on Fire.’ 
Diehards don’t need Gold, and 
newbies should instead go for 
2002’s definitive The Very Best of 
Kiss. But from the hits to the deep 
cuts to the vintage concert 
footage on Exposed, all of the 
band’s most important perform 
ances are here 

— Sean Richardson 





comprehensive 


**1/2 Anders Parker, TELL 
IT TO THE DUST (Baryon). 
Brooklyn-based singer-songwriter 
Anders Parker used to lead Amer 
icana also-rans Varnaline, who by 
2001’s Songs in a Northern Key 
had pretty much narrowed down 
to Parker and his songs. Which 
means that Tell It to the Dust 
Parker’s first official solo album, 
sounds pretty much like Va 
naline: twangy, jangly roots pop 
dominated by Parker’s clenched 
croon and his sad-eyed hard-luck 
tales. If you can’t think of a dozen 
other acts off the top of your 
head whose music fits that de 
scription, you're not quite the 


musical encyclopedia you 


might’ve assumed: this CD is 
firmly, almost proudly planted in 
the middle of the alt-country 
road, accessible enough for genre 


dabblers to feel they’re getting a 
fix of authenticity but sturdy 
enough that veterans won't think 
they’re being pandered to. So the 
revelations a coruscating har 
monica part at the end of “Into 
the Sun,” a tasty sax solo in “Go 
Alone” — come off like old truths 
while the old truths lyrics 
about 
moonbeams’ come off like rev 
elations. But it’s not clear why 
Parker’s path is worth following 
If you want to hear a white guy 
warble semi-tunefully over lead 
en piano plonks, why not stick to 
Wilco? 


“sunbeams or maybe 


— Mikael Wood 

(Anders Parker appears this 

Sunday, December 19, at T.T. the 

Bear’s Place, 10 Brookline Street 

in Central Square; call 617-492- 
BEAR.) 





GOOD TIMES: Gold includes a comprehensive overview of the band’s classic period, 


from 1974’s seminal Kiss to 1981’s infamous Music from the Elder. 


*x*x* Despistado, THE 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
(Jade Tree). The Delaware- 
based indie label Jade Tree has 
been neck-and-neck with Deep 
Elm to see who could corner the 
market on emo. But just as the 
label seemed in danger of being 
overrun by emotionally vulnera- 
ble boy bands, they delivered a 
six-song EP by Despistado, a new 
foursome from Regina, 
Saskatchewan. This is a band 
who revitalize their punk roots 
with bright, angular melodies 
and deft rhythmic breakdowns a 
la Fugazi, whose fervency is 
echoed in the opening track of 
The Emergency Response, “A Stit 
sticks Prediction.” And though 
the song title “Can I Please Have 
an Order of Girl with a Side of 





Confused” is almost too cute for 


comfort, the band’s edgy melod 
| 


sensibility and predilection fot 
raw guitars overshadow any 
mushy sentiments. Better vet 


the fluid guitar riff and the 
rolling drums on “Bubbles” sug 
gest something along the lines of 
calypso with bite. All of which 
adds up to a promising start for 
this Canadian band. 
— Sarah Tomlinson 
(Despistado play upstairs at 
the Middle East, 472 Massachu- 
setts Avenue in Central Square, as 
part of the “Radio Takeover Tour” 
this Saturday, December 18; call 
617-864-EAST.) 


blues 


x*x* BIG MAMA THORN- 
TON WITH THE MUDDY WA- 
TERS BLUES BAND — 1966 
(Arhoolie). This emotionally 
searing set is hands down the 
best blues reissue of the year. 
Willie Mae Thornton was still at 
her incendiary peak, a fiercely 
potent singer with a voice full of 
gravel and guts 13 years after 
she’d given Elvis Presley the gift 
of “Hound Dog,” which she’d put 
at the top of the R&B charts for 
seven weeks before he made it 
one of the building blocks of 
rock and roll. Producer and 
Arhoolie founder Chris Strach- 
witz teamed her with what was 
then the greatest working en 
semble in blues, complete with 
Muddy and Sammy Lawhorn on 
guitars, James Cotton on har 
monica, and the astounding Otis 
Spann on piano. 

Right from the pounding open 
er, “I’m Feeling Alright,” and the 
soul-ripping “Sometimes I Have 
Heartache,” this is among the 
clutch of albums that define the 
style’s first-generation electric 
sound. Many of the tunes, includ 
ing “Everything Gonna Be Al- 
right” and “Since I Fell for You,” 
are Thornton’s own, but every- 
thing her voice touches turns to 
gold, including two takes of the 
Memphis Minnie classic piss-off 
“Black Rat.” And when Cotton 
takes a solo, or Spann lays down 
a spray of notes behind a quiet 
passage, it’s impossible to ignore 
the music. Waters’s guitar and 
Cotton’s harmonica often sound 
like the same instrument, bend 
ing and blending tones. Strach 
witz also recorded Thornton just 
right, with a patina of reverb pol 
ishing the gravel in her throat 
and keeping her voice in front of 
the formidable band. 

— Ted Drozdowski 
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See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. Twine- 
men, Bad Saints, Jimmy Ryan 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., DJ Keith 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Col- 
lege Night” with DJ G. 

ARIA, Boston. NYC hip-hop with guest 
DJs 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Hot & 
Heavy Hip-Hop Thursday” with DJ 
Caprice. 

THE AVENUE, Alliston. At 7 p.m., 
Acoustic Pop” with Will Daly. At 9 p.m., 
‘Dance Your Ass Off” with DJ Hoff 
AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ Nailz, 
Tasty & Taner K spinning vocal and pro- 
gressive house 

BILLS BAR, Boston. Felix Brown 
BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester 
’80s and today with DJ Scorch 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, Brighton 
Open Mic.’ 
BOSTON ROCKS, 
After Work Thursday 
BRAVO@THE MFA, 
Poster 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury 
R&B and commercial dance with DJ 


3oston. At 5 p.m., 


Boston. Ron 


George 
THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 10 p.m., “Traditional Irish 
Music.” Back Room: At 10 p.m., Swing- 
ing Johnsons 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston 
“Absolute,” house & trance with DJ 
Stezo. 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Ray 
Greene Band 
CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show” with VJ Tom Yazbek 
CLUB 58, Quincy. “Thirsty Thursday” 
with Hot Like Fire, DJ Bird 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge 
Means, Natalie Zukerman 
COMMON GROUND, Allston. “Love 
Night,” ’80s, all vinyl with DJ Brian 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Chart & Dance” with DJ Doc 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Blue 
Soul 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Latin 
Lounge,” with DJ JC 
ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cam- 
bridge. Hip-hop with DJs Hua Hsu and 
Chhay. 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe 
EVOS ARTS, Lowell. “Second World 
Reggae Lounge” with Lady Lee & Mang 
Dub 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Heaven & 
Hell,” house and hip-hop with DJs 
Chaos, Mr. Aru 
FELT, Boston. “Liquid” with DJs Chris 
DeSimone and Jynx. 
FOLKAL POINT COFFEEHOUSE, 
Medford. “Open Mic” with Oen 
Kennedy. 
GREAT SCOTT, Brighton. USAISA- 
MONSTER 
GREEN BRIAR, 
erik Band 
GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting 
Vinnies. 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 
“Throwdown Thursday” Hip-hop, reg- 
gae, R&B with DJ Dubz and 40D 
HANNAHW’S, Somerville. Reggae and 
house with guest DJs. 
HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Tides, 
Todd Martin. 
HENNESSY’S, Boston. Me & Julio. 
HIGH STREET GRILLE, Boston. Lit- 
tle Joe Cook. 
HONG KONG, Cambridge. Main- 
stream, house & Reggae with DJ Bob 
THE INDEPENDENT, Somerville 
Frank Morey. 
IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. DJ Cherry. 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT, 
Boston. At 6 p.m., Clay Brown Trio. 
JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE, 
Cambridge. At 9:30 p.m., Dan Tepfer 
Trio. 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. “Make a 
Wish Benefit” with Commander Cody, 
Blood, Sweat & Gears, Stan Martin & 
the Honky-Tonk Heroes 
JOSE McINTYRE’S, Boston. Upstairs: 
DJ John Tringall. Downstairs: Me & 
Julio. 
THE KELLS, Allston. “Fun House” 
with DJs Edgar and Kieran James. 
KENNEDY ’S, Boston. John Mansfield. 
THE KINSALE, Boston. Stretch 
LA BOOM, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 


Pamela 


Brighton. Jon Fred- 













































MEWITHOUTYOU play the Middle East on Saturday. 


“Privilege,” international house with DJ 
Franklin. 
LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., “Boston Pop Underground” 
presents Mittens, Stargazer Lily, Sean 
Altman. 
MACHINE, Boston. “Human Thurs- 
day” with DJs Sean Caron and Angles 
MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Campus,” al- 
ternative boypop with DJ Chris Ewen 
and high energy house with DJ Brad 
Gwynn. 
MANTRA Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 
“Mantra Thursday” DJs spin eclectic in- 
ternational, vocal house, & hip-hop. 
MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. “Round 
Midnight Jazz Session.” 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Aberdeen City, Faces on Film, Silent 
Service, MYTVS, Cyanide Valentine. 
Downstairs: Masta Killa, Inspectah 
Deck, Ra the Rugged Man, Vordul, Jake 
the Snake, Irepress 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
“Murky Thunder Clap Chop” with 
Grammerface. 
MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Inter- 
national Pen Pal, Swim Team. 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. “Aquanet 
Dance Party” ’80s, old school hip-hop, 
funk, and soul with DJs Casey, CTO, 
Frank White, Tommee, Knife, and Paul 
Foley. 
THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Soma,” with DJ Omar. 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston. 
Karaoke.” 
ORLEANS, Somerville. DJ Ren Justice. 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB, Cambridge. 
Gabriel Riley, Thieves in the Night. 
PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
6 p.m., Butterfly Boucher. At 10 p.m., 
“The Bubble Up: Rub a Dubwise Reggae 
Night” with DJ Bud E. Green. 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 
9 p.m., “Very Merry Lifmas” with Per- 
ceptionists, Aesop Rock. 
PARRIS, Boston. DJ Lou. 
PA’S LOUNGE, Somerville. Speakeasy, 
Sunchunck. 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. 
“Elements,” drum ‘n bass with DJs 
Crook, Lenore, and Static. 
THE PLACE, Boston. Greg Lutrell. 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Paul Speidel. 
PORTERS BAR & GRILL, Boston. 
“L.A.B.: Local Artists in Boston” with 
Parkview, Romano, Third Left. 
Continued on page 18 


“High Octane 


ag 
ay, 0 Seay 


81 Kilmarnock St. 
Boston, MA 
617-247-8099 
GREAT F« b LIVE MUSK 


SOULFUL AMERICAN FOOD 


Monday thru Thurs@my 11:30am - 10:00pm 
Friday and Saturday 11:30am - 11:00pm 
Sunday 110em - 9:00pm 
Kitchen Ope to 11paren Red Sox Home Games 


7 cay 
ayer blows. 


Pheenix 
—— 
Find a band or find a bandmate. 








q 





Tear Dec. 16 
Roots Rock 
BENEFIT FOR MAKE A WISH 
COMMANDER CODY 
Friday, Dec. 17 
Alternative R&B 
DWIGHT RITCHER BAND 
JULIAN VELARD 
Saturday, Dec. 18 
Elvis Tribute 
VELVET ELVIS 
Sunday, Dec. 19 
BLUES rrp NICK DAVID 4:30- 8:30 


with Live Salsa band - Lessons & Dance party 


FREE SILENT MOVIE at 8 


Tuesday, Dec. 21 
folk special! 
OLD TIME CHRISTMAS 


w/ DIXIE BUTTERHOUNDS / 
KITCHEN SYNC CLOGGERS 


Wednesday, Dec. 22- pop/rock 


OCEAN ROSE 
SHAYNE HOLLAND 


Thursday, Bec. 23 
Holiday rock covers! 


REPLAY 
Friday, Dec. 24 
NO MUSIC - bar closes at 6:PM 
Saturday, Dec. 25 


MERRY CHRISTMAS!! 
no music tonight 


COMING SOON: 


NEW YEAR'S EVE - PRESSURE COOKER!! 
Tue, Jan. 4- LAURA MACLEAN 
Fri. Jan. 7- WOLFMAN 
Wed. Jan 12- KEKELE 
Thur, Jan. 13- GENO DELAFOSE 
Fri/Sat, Jan. 14/15- BEATLE JUICE 
Thur, Jan. 27- ALASTAIR MOOCK 
vw Vi UriN U UiVi 
17 HOLLAND ST. DAVIS SQ. SOMERVILLE 
ACROSS FROM DAVIS RED LINE 
INFO: 617-776-2004 
CONCERT LINE: 617-776-9667 


HARPERS FERRY 
2 3 158 BRIGHTON AVE 
j i ALL sited 
; Thereday, Becomber 16 
THE COMPASS FAILURE 
W/TIDES & TODD MARTIN 


Friday, December 17 


MAX CREEK 
NEW ENGLAND'S LEGENDARY BOOGIE BAND! 








Saturday December 18 
THE JOSHUA TREE 
A TRIBUTE TO U2 W/SPECIAL GUESTS: 
ASECT 


Sunday, December 19 
ONSLAUGHT ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS: 


CARDIOACCELERATOR, NEW SON 
RISING, PUBLIC, THE WAKING SLOW 


Tuesday, December 20 
TOUSSAINT & THE CHINA BAND 


Wednesday December 21 18+ 
3RD ANNUAL BEANTOWN 
SHOWS LIST HOLIDAY BENEFIT 
featuring SUPAFUNK (RUBEN WILSON, 
MIKE CLARK & MELVIN SPARKS) 
plus the BOSTON HORNS 
& more special guests 
Proceeds to Benefit the BOSTON RESCUE MISSION 


Tuesday December 28 
& Wednesday December 29 18+ 


STRANGEFOLK 
NEW YEAR’S EVE SPECTACULAR 
**New Drummer RUSS LAWTON 


(Trey Anastasio Band) 
Tuesday Special Guest: THE BREW 
Wednesday Special Guest: JOUNCE 


Thursday, December 30 
REVIVAL 


AN ALL STAR TRIBUTE TO THE ALLMAN BROTHERS 


Friday, December 31 
SUPERHONEY’S NEW YEARS EVE 
EXTRAVAGANZA 


Saturday, January 1 


THE KNOT 


FORMERLY SLIPKNOT 
(MORE THAN JUST A DEAD COVER BAND) 


UPCOMING 
1/8 - Fast Times — the ultimate 80's Party Band 
1/14 - Badfish Sublime Tribute 
1/15 - Kashmir Led Zep Tribute 
1/28 - Bomb Squad 
2/7 - Dirty Dozen Brass Band mardi gras eve party 


ALL SHOWS 21+ UNLESS NOTED 


GET TICKETS AT 
.HARPERSFERRYBOSTON.COM 
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343 Western Ave, Cambridge 
Reggae, Latin & Jazz 
THUR. DECEMBER 16 





ELEPHANT HOUSE 
ROCK 





FRI.DECEMBER 17 
PURE UNDERGROUND 
LIVE HIP HOP 





SAT. DECEMBER 18 


HOT LIKE FIRE 
98 ~LIVEREGGAE | 





SAT. DECEMBER 25 / 31 
CLOSED 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
FOR INFO 492-7772 


Check out our new website: 
www.thewesternfrontclub.com 


LUPO'S 


AT THE STRAND 
79 Washington Street 
Providence, Rl 


Wednesday, December 29 
8:30 pm #*15 


JOHN BROWN’S 
BODY 


Wednesday, January 19 ¢°25 


GEORGE 
CLINTON 


& PARLIAMENT 
FUNKADELIC 

















CARLYN HUTCHINS W! MARCY LANG & LISA ANNUNZIATA 
MADISON FALLS + BLACK BETTY & THE BAD HABITS 
5 SECORATIVE TAPESTRY 


CHAD suntce A psc . geil SAUCE 


THERSE AT 
LANDING Panty RECORDS SHOWCASE 
da: 
LATIN NIGHT “CHRISTMAS PARTY 
W/RADAY penrene ORCHESTRA 
Monday 


WICK JONES CASEY RIENEL | ° THE FORLORN HOPE 


le expe. 


Get Uply Sat - What ever 


live Music Th op rienée thé be. 
ie me $4: ver 


Book siege’ and & 


MONDAY THRU THURSDAY 


we p 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16TH 


INTERNATIONAL PEN PAL PLUS SWIM TEAM 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17TH 
DRIFTWOOD CITIZENS & PALS 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18TH 
THE RETURN OF BABY MACARONI 
FEAT. THE SPAMPINATO BROTHERS & TOM 


ARDOLINO OF THE IMPOSSIBLY LEGENDARY NRABQ!! 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19TH 
ALL DAY / NIGHT SHOW, DOORS AT NOON! 
BANDS INCLUDE TIMID CITIZENS, AMBER 
SPYGLASS, ROBOTZEN, GOLD LIGHT 
HOUR, MY FIRST HANDGUN, THIS IS NOT 
JAZZ, NOMADICA, AND MORE 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 20 
MIDWAY GROOVE THANG 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 22 
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION BASH 
W/ DANN RUSSO AND SURPRISES 


www.midwaycafe.com 
3496 Washington St. / Jamaica Plain / 
4-9038 





“$ c| fa aby OMMEE 
AOE ¢ FRANK Wi 


WWW. Muni com 


472-480 MASS. AVE, CAMBRIDGE 
(617864-EAST www.mideastclub.com 
DOORS AT 8PM UNLESS NOTED. PROPER 1D REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT Middle East Box Office 1-7p.m. and 


TICKETMASTER (6171931-2000 wvew.ticketmastercom 
ALL SHOWS 18+ UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED OPEN FOR LUNCH AS ALWAYS 


E EN 
FACE oF RO « SIL ot RVICE 
MYT vS ° oY NIDE VALEN} INE 








ral a Kens 


_ DOOR 
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TUED 


so ARNT TEM ze 


aster 
INSPECTAH DECK « RA THE RUGGED MAN 


ne Sle nee 
JAKE THE SNAKE « IREPRESS 


FRI 2 
RUEBEN 
MEET THE DAY 
THE JINX MOTIVE (REUNION} 
JON FREDERIK BAND 








PINO BRC NK p \ 
ENDWAY. 
HALOBURN 
BEYOND THE EMBRACE 
THE HIDDEN » MORGAN KNOCKERS 





THU . 2h 


DARKBUSTER 
JERRY’S KIDS 
LOST CITY ANGELS 
ROAD TO RUIN (RAMONES TRIBUTE) 


MUSIC BEGINS AFTER DINNER 21+ 
HURSDAY - PUMA PRESENTS BEATS & TREATS 
FRIDAY - LATIN WITH GIAN CARLO BUSCAGLIA 
SATURDAY - SOULLELUJAH W/ DU PJ GRAY 
SUNDAY - CENTRAL SQUARE HAY RIDE 
TWO TIMIN’ THREE 
MONDAY - CASSETTE, THE WESTWARD TRAIL 


NEL) 
WED 


“SKA FOR THE 


MASS KER ANG = 


___DJ SELECTOR ide 7 





JN 12/26 


18 ww OF ePYSTICE 


ae z 
- 





sue 
KEDN LC 


TUE 12/28 
CASPIAN « i 
APPOWA 





NIST OUTFIT 
OX 


Ot /O4. TERATISM (CD RELEASE) 

01/05 MEDINA sD, MICHELANGELO 

GIAO RAZORLIGH 

aft HUGO, THE MIDNIGHT COLLECTIVE 

O12 ORDINARY K, ELECTRIC DONKEY 
THE BREAKFAST, PROJECT 1.0 


SAT 01/01 


JUST BEFORE AUGUST 
BROTHER MOSLEY 
FRI ovo 


PLAN B + LOST CAUSE 
MY LITTLE RADIO 
__SONAS COMPLEX _ 


MARIE’S ‘Si DREN 
COMMON THRILL + MIKE PREVITI 
UST A DEMPSEY 





OAS RUBIKON, STO DRINKFIST OMA 
aA4 KOOLGRAP, SAVIN ILL 
as THE SOUNDTRAK CF OUR UMS (TSO 
amAé LUCIALIE (CD RELEASE) 
om A8&29 STEVE KIMOCK BAND 

TOMMY STINSON 

LOW, PEDRO THE LION 

AT THE SOMERVILLE THEATRE 

3 SAGE FRANCIS 
JIM CARROLL, BLING KONG 


MON - OPEN MIC NIGHT 
TUE - NOCHE MEXICANA W/ GUSTAVO & ANDRES 


THU - REBECCA LOEBE / KIERAN MALONEY 
FRI FUNK pale ALCON 
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PRAVDA 116, Boston. DJ David Mee 


; . PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 

Friday & Saturday, December 17 & 18 Flanagan with musical guest Jim Plun 
kett 

LATIN DJs Q, Boston. “Weekend Warm” with D 


Craig Smooth 


Monday, December 20 ; 
THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ Lit 


les 
MAMBO MONDAY REAL DEAL JAZZ CLUB & CAFE 
W/ HAVANA CLUB Cambridge. At 7:30 and 10 p.m 


McCoy Tyner Quartet, Gary Bartz 
REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m 
Reunion Thursday” with NPG All 
Stars 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “For Rea 
Too Reel with Dali, Ross & Paul: Elec 
tro, Funk, 80s Flashback.’ 
ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Lounge: Tribal 
House and Break beat funk with DJ 
Jonathan Theory 
THE ROXY, Boston. At 10:30 p.m 
“The Latin Quarter” with special guest 
DJs 
SAMBA BAR & GRILL, 
At 9 p.m., Hip-hop, reggae, reggaeton, 
Thur. 12/16 SOUL LOW @ 7:00 - FREE! with DJ Philippe 

w/ DEREK SCHANCHE SCULLERS, Boston. Big Bad Voodoo 
AT 9:30 BOSTON POP UNDERGROUND Daddy 
SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech. Up- 
stairs: popular dance, with DJ Deja 


STARGAZER LILY - SEAN ALTMAN 
SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. groove- 


Fri. 12/17 SOUL LOW @ 7:00 - FREE! “ai 
w/ TOM GLYNN SOPHIA’S, Boston 


muemmmmM AT O-30 MMMM MM 
DJ JR Vega 


Mi EVITi SUGAR SHACK, Boston College 
COMMON THRILL - TOMMY DEMPSEY [ml [Gata 


SW1, Boston. Hip-hop, R&B, and Reg 


ip] 


Wednesday, December 22 


MIDDLE EASTERN MUSIC 
W/ LIVE BELLY DANCING 


280 GREEN ST., CAMBRIDGE 
(617) 876-1655 





Somerville 


Latin Night” with 


Fri. 12/18 SOUL LOW @ 7:00 - FREE! 
w/ BOWMAN 


num AT O:30 HMMM MH 
THE GULF + FLUTTR: REAXIS 
Sunday 12/19 


LIZARD POETRY 
THE SLAM @7 THE JAM @9 
FEATURING MATT ERNST 


Mon. 12/20 DOORS AT @ 7:00 - FREE! 


mmm AT 10:00 “HMMM 


SARA SWEET AND LITTLE JOE’S 


gae with anc Renel 

TERRACE BAR AT THE COPLEY 
MARRIOTT HOTEL, Boston. Brian 
Walkley Band 

33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE, 
Boston. “Equilateral Thursday 
TIERNAN’S PUB, Boston. Pete Massa 
TIR NA NOG, Ronan 
“Fluffy” Quinn 
TOAD, Cambridge 
Heat 

TOAST, Somerville 
Women 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris Tay 
lor Trio 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
“Young Professionals Club.” 


Somerville 
At 10 p.m., Caged 


‘Premier Night for 


Tues. 12/21 SOUL LOW @ 7:00 - FREE! 


THE CARLA RYDER BAND 
AT 9:30 “BOSTON UNDERCOVER” 


STUPID GIRL : 
PERFORMS CLASSIC ROLLING STONES TE THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge 
Royal Pop Collective Central Square X 


Wed. 12/22 SOUL LOW @ 7:00 - FREE! Mas Party” with Anushka Pop, Bocks, 
w/ LISA BASTONI Orange Park, Malvern 
www AT 9:30 FREE!™~™™ 21st AMENDMENT, Boston 


DENNIS BRENNAN BAND Be 


VAPOR, Boston. “MOCCA,” hip hop 
ADVANCE TIX AVAIL. AT and R&B with DJs KC and Ron Steel 
WWW.VIRTUOUS.COM 
617-547-0759 
1667 MASS. AVE. CAMBRIDGE 
BENEATH THE CAMBRIDGE COMMON RESTAURANT 


)J Sean 


THe 
OverDraucue 


THURSDAY DEC 16TH 
THIEVES IN THE NIGHT 

FEATURING YUKKIE GIPE 

OF THE KONKS PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS 
GABRIEL RILEY 


FRIDAY DEC 17TH 
HOORAY FOR EARTH FEATURING 
MEMBERS OF RAYMOND. 
PORSCHES ON THE AUTOBON 


SATURDAY DEC 18TH 

THE DENNIS WHITE SPECTACULAR 
AND THE IDOLS BARONS 
CHRISTMAS PARTY FEATURING 
ROCKING BOB SENCI OF SSD CONTROL 
THE LONELY GUY 

SPECIAL GUESTS 


THURSDAY DEC 23RD 
MENTE-REUNION SHOW 


*FRIDAY DEC 31 
THE UPPER CRUST 


STARTING JAN 2ND. 
BOSTON’S BIGGEST, BADDEST 
AMERICANA SERIES 


© CAMBRIDGE ST. 
RIGHT OUTSIDE INMAN SQ. 

* DART BOARD 
© 1/2. PRICE APPETIZER M-F 4PM-7PM 
DAILY SPECIALS 
© 4 BOTTLE MOLSON BUCKET $8.00 
* $2.50 BUD DRAFT 
+ DRINK SPECIAL DARK & STORMY $4.00 
© LARGE SCREEN TV FOR ALL 

FOOTBALL & SPECIAL EVENTS 


24 BEERS ON TAP 


877CaMeridGe St.- CaMBridGe 
WwWw.tHeoverprauGHtPpus.com 
BOOKING: MFDOVerDrauGHt@HotMail.com 


617.868.3221 


VENU, Boston. NYC house with DJ 
Nailz and “ISE-O spa” with DJ Tasty 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Diversify Thurs 
days,” deep soulful house with DJ Fran 
ind UK hard house and _ progressive 


trance with DJs JLong, Tek, and Cata 
tonic and guest DJs 
WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Francisco 


Mela Quintet 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Ele 

phant House 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 
40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and 
azee Boy 

WHISKEY PARK, Boston. At 8 p.m., 

‘Christmas Cocktail Soiree” with DJ 

Sensae 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Grant Lang 

ford Review 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 

9:30 p.m., Dead Texan 

ZUZU, Cambridge. “Puma Presents 

Beats & Treats.’ 


@ FRIDAY 17 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 
ABBEY LOUNGE, 
Choo La Rouge 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., 
O. At 10 p.m., DJ David Natola 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Superlovers,” 
early hits to the latest sounds with DJ 
Vinny 

ARIA, Boston. “Plush,” NYC house 
with guest DJs. In the Angel Room, 
NYC hip-hop with DJ Thanos 

ATLAS DANCE, Bostor Top 40 
Dancing 

AVALON, Boston. At 
land” with special guest DJs 

THE AVENUE, Allston. At 9 p.m., DJ 
Steve Auston 

AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Flavor Fri 
day” with DJ Master Millions 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Jim 
Plunkett 

BILL'S BAR, Boston. Justin Beech 
BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester 
Commercial dance and R&B 

BLUE CAT CAFE, 
Winfrey 

BOSTON ROCKS, Boston Top 40 
Dance & hip-hop with DJ Bruno 
BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. Rusty 
Scott 

BROTHER JIMMY’S BBQ, Cam 
bridge. “Soul System” Old soul, hip-hop, 
80s, and funky breaks with Ignition79 
BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury 
R&B, rock, and dance with DJ Keith 
BULL RUN, Shirley. Roomfu! of Blues, 
Doug Mitchell 


Somerville. Choo 


DJ Sean 


Boston. DJ Pete 


WWAVAVAVAVAVE MIDEASTCLUB.COM 
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CARLA RYDER plays the Lizard Lounge on Tuesday. 


BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston 
‘Club Twist for Women 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Up 
stairs: Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers 
Downstairs: “Original Rock, Roots & 
R&B 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NAT- 
ICK, Natick. At 8 p.m., Sophia Bilides 

CHOPPIN’ BLOCK PUB, 


3oston. At 


9 p.m., “Hip-Hop Hyphothesis” wit! 
Magmuzzle, Mud Buddha, MC Cris 
Colussus 


CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show” with VJ Tom Yazbek 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Get Some Fridays, 
hip-hop with the Freakas 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambridg« 
McCartney, Rose Cousins 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 


Rachel 


Brighton. “Uptempo House” with DJ 
Paul Dailey 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Big 
Time 

DRUID PUB, Cambridge. At 6 p.m., 


Traditional Irish Seisiun” with Peter 
Molloy & Friends 
EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
The Pill” 80s Mod Night 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
Grooves” with DJ Ricky Fatts 
ENCORE, Boston. “Cabaret Open Mic” 
with Jan Peters, Colleen Powers, 
Michael Ricca, Brian Patton 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cam 
bridge. “all with Amy 
Lee Grill and DJ David Day 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 


Urban 





st*rs have eyes” 


TEMPLE, Brookline. Vocal house, ’70s 
80s. ‘90s with DJ Bob Gallagher 

EVOS ARTS, Lows Abhorred, 
Kevorkian’s Angels, It Will End in Pure 


lorrot 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston. House and 
hip-hop with DJs Tiziano & Luca 

THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE, 
Cambridge. Jose Ramos & the No Way 
Jose Band 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. Weepin’ Willie 

GRAND CANAL Boston. DJ Jay 
GREAT SCOTT, iton 





Some Action, Turpent rot! 
GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Scooby 
Snax 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 
Kilombo Mambo 

G-SPOT, 
with DJs Mike Traylor & Paul Incus 
GUIDO OSHEA’S, Brockton. “Mirage 
Night Club,” Haitian, Caribbean and 
Cape Verdean music 
HARPERS FERRY, 
Creek 


30ston Veep, sexy house 


Allston. Max 
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club DIRECTORY 


ABBEY LOUNGE (617-441-9631), 3 
Beacon St., Somerville 

ALL ASIA CAFE (617-497-1544) 
334 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 

AN TAIN (617-426-1870), 31 India 
St., Boston 

AN TUA NUA (617 
Beacon St., Boston 
ARIA (617-338-7080), 246 
Tremont St., Boston 

ATLAS DANCE (617-437-0300), 3 
Lans sdowne S St., Boston 


262-2121), 835 





eeu 617-350-6001), 3 
AVALON ie 2 424 
me AVENUE ( (617-1 
B17 260371 Lan 
Jowne St., Boston 


@ BARKING CRAB (617-426 
CRAB), 88 Sleeper St., Bostor 
THE BEACHCOMBER (617-479 
8989), 797 Wollaston Beach Blvd 
Quincy 

BEANTOWN COMEDY oes 781 
129 2565) at Remingt 124 





BELL IN HAND TAVERN (¢ 

Z ()98) 45.5 + Uni sn St B ret n 
BILL'S BAR (¢ l 
Lansdowne St “Bost I 
BLARNEY STONE PUB (¢ 
8223), 1505 D 
Dorchester 
BLUE CAT CAFE (617 
94 Mass Ave, Boston 
BLUESTONE BISTRO (617-254 
8309), 1799 Comm. Ave 

Brighton 

BOB THE CHEF'S (617-536-6204) 
604 Columbus Ave., Boston 
BOSTON ROCKS (617-726-1110) 
Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Boston 
BRASSERIE JO (617-425-3240) 


( ae Hotel, 120 Huntington 





re ester A Ave 


Ave.. Bos 
BRAVOQTHE MFA (617-369 
3474). 465 Hunt aon Ave 
Boston 


BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE (6! 
541-5400). 153 Blue Hill Ave 

Rox bury 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB (617-522 
5386), 378 Centre St., Jamaica 
Plain 

BROTHER JIMMY'S BBQ (617-458- 
1048), 96 Winthrop St., Harvard 
Sq., Cambridge 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S (617-325- 
9800), Center St., West Roxbury 
BULL RUN (978-425-4311), Rte 
2A., Shirley 

THE BURREN (617-776-6896), 247 
Elm St., Davis Sq., Somerville. 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA (617-482- 
3939), 51 Stuart St., Boston 


@ CANTAB LOUNGE (617-354- 
2685), 738 Mass. Ave., Central 
Sq., Cambridge 

CAPRICE (617-292-0080), 275 
Tremont St., Boston 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK 
(508-647-0097), 14 Summer St., 
Natick. 

CHARLIE’S KITCHEN (617-492- 
9646), 10 Elliot St., Cambridge 
CHOPPIN’ BLOCK PUB (617-734- 
4177), 724 Huntington Ave 
Boston 

CLARKE’S (617-227-7800), 21 
Merchant's Row, Boston 

CLARK'S IN FANEUIL HALL (617- 
227-7800), 21 Merchant's Row, 
Boston 

CLUB CAFE (617-536-0966), 209 
Columbus Ave., Boston. 

CLUB 58 (617-471-7788), 58 Ross 
Way, Quincy. 


THE SO AND 80'S play the Lizard Lounge 
next Thursday, December 26. 





CLUB HOLLYWOOD (617-338 


8283), 1-3 Harrison Ave., Boston 


CLUB PASSIM (617-492-7679), 47 


Palmer St., Harvard Sq., Cam 
bridge 
COMEDY CONNECTION (617 
9700 eS at Faneuil Hall 
Bosto 
COMEDY STUDIO (617-864-5311) 
1236 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
COMMON GROUND (617 78: 3 
2071), 83-87 Harvard Ave., Allston 
COSTELLO'S (617-522-9263) 723 
Centre St., Jamaica Pl ain 
COTTONWOOD CAFE (617-247 

222 Berkeley St oe 
COYOTE GRILLE (617 ee 5-0888 


1 Kendall Sq., Cambri 


@ DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR 
(617-779-8822), 332 Washington 
St Brigt ton 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA 
BLOSSOM (800-401-2221), Rte 
125, North Andover 

DICK’S LAST RESORT (617-267 
8080), 55 Huntington Ave., Boston 


DRUID PUB (617-497-0965), 1357 


Cambridge St., Inman Sq., Cam 
bridge 


bal EKCO yo 6 - ] 

4] Essex St., Bo 

EMBASSY 617 6-210 ), 3 
St . ston 


517-338-ROXY). 279 


338-8283) 


ENCORE ( 
Tremont St., Boston 

THE ENORMOUS ROOM (617-491- 
5599), 567 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN TEM- 
PLE (617-277-9722), 1651 Bea 
con St., Brookline 

EVOS ARTS (978-441-9906), 98 
Middle St., Lowell 

THE EXCHANGE (617-726-7600), 
148 State St., Boston 


@ FELT (617-338-6999), 533 
Washington St., Boston. 
FOLKAL POINT COFFEEHOUSE 
(781-395-0402), Springstep, 98 
George P. Hassett Dr., Medford. 


@ THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE 
(617-868-8800), 720 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN (617- 
451-2622), 28 Kingston St., Boston 
GRAFTON STREET PUB & GRILL 
(617-497-0400), 1230 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge 

GRAND CANAL (617-523-1112), 57 
Canal St., Boston 

GREAT SCOTT (617-734-4502), 
1222 Comm Ave, Brighton 

GREEN BRIAR (617-789-4100), 
304 Washington St., Brighton 
GREEN DRAGON (617-367-0055), 
11 Marshall St., Boston 

GREEN STREET GRILL (617-876- 
1655), 280 Green St., Cambridge. 
G-SPOT (617-423-6767), Down- 
town Crossing, Boston. 

GUIDO OSHEA’S (508-580-0997), 
2039 S. Main St., Brockton 


W@ HANNAH'S (617-629-5302), 499 


Broadway, Somer rar 
HARPERS FERRY (6 
58 Br righton Ave te n 
THE HARP (61 1-742 1010), 85 
Causeway St., Bost on 
HENNESSY’S, (617-742-2121), 25 
Union St., Boston 
HIGH STREET GRILLE (617-523 
4000), 200 High St. Boston 
HONG KONG (617-864 ri 


1236 Mass. Ave., Cambridg 





@ ID (617-262-2437), 11 Lan 
downe St B stor 

IMPROV ASYLUM (¢ 

216 Han ver St Bo ton 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE (617 
576-1253), 1253 Cambridge 
Cambridge 

THE INDEPENDENT (617-440 
6022), 75 Union Sq., Somerville 
THE INTERNATIONAL (617-296 
6270), 184 High St., Boston 
IRISH VILLAGE (617-787-5427) 
224 Market St., Brighton 


@ JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT 
(617-338-8586), 33 Stuart St 
Boston 

JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE 


(617-577-8668), 1 Kendall Sq 


Cambridge 
JIMMY TINGLE’ s OFF BROADWAY 


JOHNNY D’S (617-776-2004), 17 
Holland St., Davis Sq., Somerville 
JOSE McINTYRE’S (617-451 
9460), 160 Milk St., Boston 
JUKEBOX (617-338-ROXY), 275 
Tremont St., Boston 





THE KELLS (617-782-9082), 
161 Brighton Ave., Allston. 
KING’S (617-266-2695), 10 Scotia 
St., Boston. 

THE KINSALE (617-742-5577), 2 
Center Plaza, Boston. 

KIRKLAND CAFE (617-491-9640), 
425 Washington St., Somerville 
KOWLOON (781-233-0077), Rte. 1 
North, Saugus 


@ LA BOOM (617-357-6800), 25 
Boylston PI., Boston. 

LES ZYGOMATES (617-542-5108), 
129 South St., Boston 

THE LIVING ROOM (401-521- 
5200), 23 Rathbone St., Provi- 
dence, RI 

LIZARD LOUNGE (617-547-0759), 
1667 Mass. Ave., below Cambridge 
Common Restaurant, Cambridge. 


Mi MACHINE (617-536-1950), 
1256 Boylston St., Boston 

MAN RAY (617-864-0400), 21 
Brookline St., Cambridge. 

MANTRA (617-542-8111), 52 Tem- 
ple St., Boston. 

MATRIX (617-338-ROXY), 275 
Tremont St., Boston. 

MATT MURPHY’S (617-232-0188), 
14 Harvard St., Brookline. 


McGANN’S (617-227-4059), 197 

Portland St., Boston 

METROPOLIS (401-454-5483) 
172 Pine St., Providence, RI 

MIDDLE EAST (617-497-0576) 
472 Mass Ave, Central Sq., Cam 

bridge 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE (617-868 

MSEX), 315 Mass ey Cambridge 

MIDWAY wane (617-524-9038) 
3496 Washington St., Jamaica 

Plair 

MILKY WAY 617-524-374 

Befla Luna 405 Centre St., Ja 

MR 0oLeY be waren ( 

THE MODERN ( 21 36 
ansdowne 5 st 


MURPHY’ S ua ( )-6667) 


837 Summer St.. South Bost 


NEWS (617-426-6397 
Kneeland St., Bost 





NICK’ S COMEDY STOP ( 

930), 100 Warrenton St., Bo tn 
NICK'S MAUI 508-4 930), Rte 
28 North. Brocktor 
ee 617-1 182-( 
OCEANA RESTAURANT ( 

800), Marriott Long Wt a 
State St.. Bo r 
O'CONNOR'S ( 2255), 27 


lumbus A B 
O'LEARY'S | 617 734 0049), 1010 
Beacon St., Brooklin 
ORLEANS (617-591 710 )0). 65 Hol 
land St Somerville 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB (617-868 
3221), 877 Cambridge St., Cam 
bridge 


660) 


@ THE PALACE (781-321- 
1500 Broadway, pose 
a PALLADIUM (508-797-9696 
261 Main St., Worcester 
PARADISE LOUNGE 617 
8814). 969 Comm Ave 
PARADISE en CLUB 5 
8800), 969 Comm Ave, Boston 
PARRIS (617-248-9900), Quincy 
Market, Faneuil Hall, Boston 

PA'S LOUNGE (617-776-1557), 
345 Somerville Ave., Somerville 
PHOENIX LANDING (617-576 
6260), 512 Mass. Ave., Cam- 
bridge. 

THE PLACE (617-523-2081), 2 
Broad St., Boston 

THE PLAYGROUND (617-441- 
0666), 403 Mass Ave., Cambridge. 








PLOUGH & STARS (617-441-3455), 


912 Mass Ave, Cambridge 

THE POINT (617-523-7020), 147 
Hanover St., Boston. 

PORTERS BAR & GRILL (617-742- 
7678), 173 Portland St., Boston. 
PRAVDA 116 (617-482-7799), 116 
Boylston St., Boston. 

PURPLE SHAMROCK (617-227- 
2060), 1 Union St., Boston 


@ Q (617-742-2121), 25 Union 
St., Boston 


MB THE RACK (617-725-1051), 24 
Clinton St., Faneuil Hall, Boston. 
RAMROD (617-266-2986), 1254 
Boylston St., Boston 

REAL DEAL JAZZ CLUB & CAFE 
(617-876-7777), Cambridge Mul- 
ticultural Arts Center, 41 Second 
St., Cambridge. 

REDLINE (617-491-9851), 59 J.FK 
St., Cambridge 

REMINGTON’S (617-574-9676), 
124 Boylston St., Boston 

RIVER GODS (617-576-1881), 125 
River St., Cambridge 


ROGGIE’S (617-566-1880), 356 
Chestnut Hill Ave., Brighton 
THE ROXY (617-338-ROXY), 279 
Tremont St., Boston 

RYLES (617-876-9330), 212 


Hampshire St., Cambridge 


@ SAMBA BAR & GRILL (617-718 
9177) 608 § some orville Ay je 


Somerville 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S (61 


SCULLERS (¢ 
SEA NOTE 
Nantasket Ave., Nantasket Beact 
SERAFINA (978-371-9050), 198 
Sudbury Rd., Concord 

SISSY K’S (617-248-6511 
Commercial St., Bostor 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB (978-897-7232 
163 Main St., Maynard 
SOPHIA'S (617-351-7001), 1270 
Boylston St., Boston 
SPONTANEOUS CELEBRATIONS 
617-524-6373), 45 Danforth St 
Jamaica Plair 

SUGAR =e 617 

B yist te 
SWEETWATER CAFE ( 


+ 


SWI 617 123-6767) 48 Winter 


Bostor 


@ TERRACE BAR AT THE COPLEY 
MARRIOTT HOTEL (617-236-5800 


110 Huntin gton Ave Boston 


THIRSTY SCHOLAR er 617 





2294 Beacon St., Somerv 
33 RESTAURANT & LOUNGE f 1 7 
’-3311), 33 Stanhope St 

Bo sto n 


TIERNAN’S PUB (617-350-7077 


99 Broad St., Boston 


TIR NA NOG (617-628-4300), 366A 
Somerville Ave.. Union Sa 

merville 
TOAD ( /-4950), 1912 Mas 
TOAST ( 9211), 


TOMMY DOMLE' 

1 Kendall Sq Cambrid Ig 
TOP OF THE HUB (617 536 1775 
52nd Floor, Prudential Tower 
Boston 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO (617-338 
1000), 295 Franklin St., Boston 
T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE (617-492 
BEAR), 10 Brookline St., Central 
Sq., Cambridge 


21st AMENDMENT (617-227-7100), 


Bowdoin St., Beacon Hill, Boston 


@ VAPOR (617-695-9500), 100 
Warrenton St., Boston. 

VENU (617-338-8061), 100 War- 
renton St., Boston. 

VERTIGO (617-723-7277), 126 
State St., Boston 


@ WALLY’S CAFE (617-424-1408), 
427 Mass. Ave., Boston. 

WESTERN FRONT (617-492-7772), 
343 Western Ave., Cambridge 
WEST STREET GRILLE (617-423- 
0300), 15 West St., Boston. 
WHISKEY PARK (617-542-1483), 
64 Arlington St., Boston 

WHO'S ON FIRST (617-247-3353), 
19 Yawkey Way, Fenway Park, 
Boston 

WONDER BAR (617-351-COOL), 
186 Harvard Ave., Allston 


@ ZEITGEIST GALLERY (617-876- 
6060), 1353 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge 

ZU2U (617-864-3278), 474 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge 


THE HARP, Boston. Peatmoss 


HONG KONG, Cambridge. Top 40 Hip- 
Hop, Rock & Club Classics with M.C. Renn. 
“Bashment” Reggae beats 


ID, Boston 
with DJ King Ilabash. 


THE INTERNATIONAL, Boston 
Basement” house music with DJ Brad- 


ford James. 
IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton 
Friday” with Elyte, Cnyce, Mas 


JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE, 
At 6 p.m., Marianne Soli- ry,” kinky fetish industrial with DJ Chris 


Cambridge 
van Jazz Quartet. At 10 p.m., 
O’Shaughnessy 

JOHNNY D’S, 
Ritcher, Julian Velard 


Somerville 


JUKEBOX, Boston. Top 40 and retro 


dance night 
THE KELLS, Allston. “Ladies 
with DJs Doc and Kieran 


KENNEDY’S, Boston. Matt Fulton 
KIRKLAND CAFE, Somerville. “Club Jon 
Boho X-Mass Party” with Electrolux. lodon 
“Fashion Fridays” 


LA BOOM, Boston. 
with DJ Roland Lopez. 
“The LES ZYGOMATES, 
Ron Trio 

LIZARD LOUNGE, 


Night with IIJ, Wack Ass 
arry, Elliott smc 


Boston. Ronnie 


Cambridge. At 
“Funky 9:30 p.m., Mike Previti Band, Tommy 
Dempsey, Common Thrill 
MAN RAY, Cambridge. ‘ 


Fantasy Facto- 


gyptians, Mad Mike DiBari Trio 
ORLEANS, Somery 


Downstalrs 


Rueben, Meet the Day, Jinx Motive, 
Frederik Band. Corner: Mega- 


MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge 
“Soul, Funk, Downtempo & Hip-hop” 
with DJ Mark Estrada. 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Drift- 
wood Citizens 
MILKY WAY, 
Rock & Whiskey” 
the Solid Sinners 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston 


Jamaica Plain. “Roots, 


OVERDRAUGHT PUB, Cambridge 
Hooray for the Earth 


THE PALACE, Saugus. “Rio” Brazil's 


view; 


with Dave Hannon & 


Carnaval; 
from the ’70s and ’80s; 
hip-hop, top 40, and progressive dance; 
“Male Encounter” 
“Rockpile.” 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. At 
9 p.m., 


DJs spin faves 
“Oxygen” rap, 


“Uptown” 


all-male dance re- 


Evan Dando, Jake Brennan & 


Confidence Men, Bob Cenci 


Aptoy 


ille. DJ Tom 


PARRIS, Boston. Darik & the Funbags 


Somerville. “PAs X- 


Carol Ewen and trance with DJ Brad Gwynn Tommy & Alan PA’S LOUNGE, 
McGANN’S, Boston. At 10 p.m., Hip- THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., Mas Party” with UV Protection, Balloon 
Dwight hop, R&B, Reggae, & House with DJ Latin house with DJ JC Fight, 198¢€ 
Sparky O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Nirvanah PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs Drinkfist, My Little Radio, Worst Grooveyard” with DJ Greg 
Robby Roadsteamer fe iday Special’ OCEANA RESTAURANT, Boston THE PLACE, Boston. At 10 p.m., VJ 


Continued on page 20 
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TAG 

12/17 Mal wsTAG 

12/18 Groove Barbers Acapella & 
“What | like about Jew” Comedy Show 
12/21 Ryles Artist Showcase 
12/22 Fernando Brandao Quartet 


Piace a 
ForSale 
Classified ad tor 
less than $10. 


Hea 


617-859-3300 


New Year’s Eve 


Extravaganza 
Tix Online 


DANCEHALL 


ROYAL POF COUEC IVE XMAS PARTY 
ANUSHKA POP thane ithe $a aoa * MALVERN WITCH'S BBQ 
87 Real BBQ, Specialties & More 
Dinner: Tues thru Sat 


Takeout avail, 5p-1 Ip 


22 T1'S FREE HOUDAY PARTY, © 
2/2) EMERGENCY MUSIC + THE CHARMS, 
7 THE CONSTANTINES, 3/2) DETROIT COBRAS 
23. COUN MELOY OF THE DECEMBERISTS 


www.ttthebears.com for a full schedule 


25 MIR. AIRPLANE MAN 
5 KAY HANLEY 


212 Hampshire St, Camb. 


the Phoenix Landing ’ 
Thursday, Dec. 16 


1 


THURSDAY NIGHT LIVE 9P-2A 


College Night 
DJ G* Spinning today’s hits 


Friday Dec 17 


SUPERLOVERS FRIDAY 10p-2a 

DJ Vinny spinning retro Sat Dec 18 

SIZZLIN SATURDAYS 10P-2A N 

DJ G* spinning hip hop 

Sunday, Dec. 19 
NFL SUNDAY ' 

Free Finger food, pizza 

& wings. Over 10 TV's 


a Mon Dec 20 
plus a Big Screen. Makka M 
Don't miss a play! 
CEREMONY MONDAY 9P-1A 
Boston's best 


Tues Dec 2 
Goth night! ! 


LUSHLIFE TUESDAY 10P-14 
Retro 80's Night. 
Prizes for best dressed. 


Wednesday, Dec. 22 


Wednesday i P Match Eng 
MCDADOV'S KARAOKE 9P-1A Soccer / W Cup Q 
Prizes for the best & sie 


prizes for the worst! the alternative trish har 


512 Mass Ave, Central Sq. Cambridge Tel: 617 576 6260 


Massachusetts 
Avenue 
Cambridge 


Thursday, December 16 


PAUL SPEIDEL 
Friday, December 17 
IRISH SEISIUN 6:00-8:30 
EILEN JEWELL BAND 2:30-12:45 


Saturday, December 18 


LARRY FLINT & THE ROAD SCHOLARS 
PONTICELLO © CHRIS MURPHY 


Sunday, December 19 


FLEXIBLE FLYER STRING BAND 
HOT TAMALE BRASS BAND . 


Monday, December 20 


DIG IN THE DIRT BAND 


Tuesday, December 21 


JOSH LEDERMAN 


Wednesday, December 22 


BAD ART ENSEMBLE 


Thursday, December 23 


BRASS ROOTS 


Phone 617-441-3455 e Fax 617-441-0219 
Serving Lunch Daily ¢ Check our website for details 


www.ploughandstars.com 
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ZILA 


“zeireetst 
COFFEEHOUSE 


OEM PMICROFPHOSME 
we SOte atin evening ALuniae 


THURS DEC 18 wes fie ys 


Abbey Lounge 
3 Beacon Street 
E Inman Square 
we Somerville, MA 02143 


feb? «= «617-441-9831 
AbbeyLounge.com 





“REAT 
COTT 






USAISAMONSTER, SPF ALOT, BLACK TAIL, 
COTTON PONIES 


TWINEMEN mire 
BAD SAINTS www agente? 


JIMMY RYAN 
FRLDEG 17 THE HOLY 
GROUND. 


CHOO CHOO 
theholyground.com 617-773-4334 


LA ROUGE (co nevease) 
1600 Hancock St. * Quincy * MA 02169 
LIVE RECORDING VOTED 
ABBEY LOUNGE RESIDENCY YARD ROCK BLUES 
RED ARMY GROUND..GEF YOUR TICKETS EARLY! 





THE CURSES, SOME ACTION 
TURPENTINE BROTHERS 









THE PLAN/SMALL CHURCH HOLIDAY 
PARTY WITH: THE BON SAVANTS, VIC 
FIRECRACKER, THE GASOLINES, SILENT 
SERVICE AND FEATURING GUEST PER 
FORMANCES BY MEMBERS OF: THE 
INFORMATION, THE GOOD NORTH & 
MOK! 















NIGHT RALLY, CLICKERS 
TRISTAN DA CUHNA 


| THE STAIRS, THEE ELECTRIC BASTARDS 





SAT DEC 18 
MILLER HIGH LIFE, ABBEY LOUNGE RECORDS 
& MOSQUITO STUDIOS PRESENTS.. 
COFFIN LIDS FRI DEC 
etm YARD ROCK XMAS 
wit GRUB BY THE PARTY 
MALIBU LOU PATRIOT Zager ane maa aga 
WED DEG 22 LEDGER, EVERY THURSDAY: 
FEATURING BOSTONS BEST BLUES NIGHT! 
ROCKET SCIENCE RECENTLY FEATUREDIN THER. STONGLOR 
AUTO INTERIORS OEE CK OOM 
The Plan THURS DEC 23 NEW YEARS EVE AT THE HOLY 
617.566.9014 peeTAte RAote Kitchen Open 10am-10pm 
|www.theallston lan.com Free Appetizers Mon Thru Fri 5pm -7pm 


Re ae 
ws Baiss 


Full Menu « Billiards ¢ Darts ¢ Batting Cages 
Indoor Basketball Court ° And Much More... 


617-628-5559 
30 Assembly Square Drive, Somerville 





www.goodtimeemporium.com 
Check Out Emporium’s Indoor Go-Kart Track 


at & ASGARD 


Or Wy 
Pub Triv 
Pub Trivia 
TBA 
NEW YEAR’S EVE!!! 


SATURDAY 
TUESDAY 
TUESDAY 
THURSDAY 
FRIDAY 


12/21 
12/28 
12/30 
12/31 


350 Mass Ave., Cambridge, MA (617) 577-9100 
Located between CENTRAL SQUARE and MIT 


$3.00 Validated Parking in University Park Garage. (Some restrictions apply.) 
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> LISTINGS 


Continued from page 19 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
6 p.m., “Irish Seisiun.” At 9:30 p.m., 
Rilen Jewell Band 

THE POINT, Boston. “Fluid,” house 
and techno, with DJ troupe Record- 
headz 

Q, Boston. “Hip-hop & Top 40” with DJ 
Massai 

THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ 


Johnny ¢ 
REAL DEAL JAZZ CLUB & CAFE 


Cambridge. At 7:30 and 10 p.m., 
McCoy Tyner Quartet, Gar t 


REDLINE, Cambridg 





¢ 

Rodney Marable & Craig 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge on 
mello tekno disko, NeuSoul, with 
ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Upstairs: Ali 
our Yance Yo Ass Off” with DJ 
THE ROKXY, Boston. At 7 p.m., Kenny 
Wayne Shepherd, Dropbox At 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S, Dorch 


SEA NOTE, Nantasket Beach t City 
SISSY K’S, yston. At 5 p.n Matt 
Kirt Upstair NRG | 


SIT ‘N BULL PUB, 


SPONTANEOUS CELEBRATIONS, 


with PD. 


SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “Boston’s A 
List’ Hip hop, old school, and top 40 
with DJ B-Spin 

SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Old 
and new dance hits with DJs KC and 
Gallo 

SW1, Boston. Top 40 RMX, Hip-Hop, 
and House with DJ Littles 

TIERNAN’S PUB, Boston. Brian Bur- 
rill. 

TOAD, Cambridge. Coots 

TOAST, Somerville. “International 
Night.” 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris Tay- 
lor Quartet 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
’70s, 80s, and ’90s with DJ Zino; pro- 
gressive, top-40, club, and international 
with DJ Peter D 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
Quintaine Americana, Reverse, Codet- 
ta, Burning Colonels. 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly. 

VENU, Boston. “Roomba,” Latin 
sounds with DJ Roger M, and house 
with DJ Arsit. 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Dream Lounge,” 
international, Latin and house with DJ 
Marcocci, and vocal and high energy 
house with DJ Soulheris. 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 9:30 p.m., 
Jason Palmer/Warren Wolf Jazz Collec- 
tive 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Pure 
Underground 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 


40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and 
Lazee Boy 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 
Horner/Joe McMahon Quartet 


ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 


7 p.m., Andy Pratt, Frank Cunningham 
At 9:30 p.n Jeff Platz’ Bright Light 
Group, Dan Levin Trio 

ZUZU, Cambridge Gian Carlo 


2) 
DUSCaZ lla 


@ SATURDAY 18 


See Club Director phone numbers 


ind addresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. Coffin 
Lids 

ALL ASIA, Cambridge. Don Red, Sat- 
urday Saints, Mr. Dang-Dang, Thungs 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. “Sizzlin Satur 
day” hip-hop with DJ G 

ARIA, Boston. “Ecco,” international 
and vocal house, with DJ Roger M. In 
the Angel Room, “International Satur- 
days.” 

ATLAS DANCE, Boston. “Top 40 
Dancing.” 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Tease” 
sexy house with DJ Rick Naples 

THE AVENUE, Alliston. At 5 p.m., 
“Acoustical Pop” with Ali. At 9 p.m., 
House with DJ Munroe 

AXIS, Boston. At 6 p.m., Toxic Narcot- 
ic. At 10 p.m., “Seductive Saturday” 
Hip-hop and Reggae with DJ Glen. 
THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy 
Clutch Grabwell, Lincoln Conspiracy 
BILLS BAR, Boston. DJ Ren Justice. 
BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester 
Commercial dance and R&B 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey. 
BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. Interactive 
video Top 40 Dance & hip-hop party 
with VJ Johnnie Walker 

BROTHER JIMMY’S BBQ, Cam- 
bridge. “Booyaka$hot” Golden Age, old 





school classics, and mashed up hip-hop 
with Ignition79 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury. 
R&B, rock, and dance with DJ Keith 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston 
‘Killer Dance Club,” gay night with DJs 
Mary Alice & Michael Sheehan. 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Up- 
stairs: Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers 
Downstairs: “Original Rock, Roots & 
R&B.” 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Boys Night Out” 
with VJ Cliff Cunningham 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Party Central Sat 
urday” with DJ Greg 

CLUB HOLLYWOOD, Boston. At 


8:30 p.m., “Glitter Switch Drag 
KaraoKk 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. David 
Mallet 

COMMON GROUND, Allston. DJ 
Guy 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Br ht n Mix & Remixes with DJs 
daniel Spurling & ( eoric 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston 
Howlir Jer 

EMBASSY, Bostor At 10 
Fssence” with DJs Reevz & Lograsso 
ENCORE, Boston. DesPr Graft 


THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cam- 


Mark 


THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE motow! 


EVOS ARTS, we supplication, 


FELT, Boston. “Top 40 and Club Clas 


THE GOOD LIFE CAMBRIDGE, 
Cambridge. Weepin’ Willie 

THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN, 
Boston. Jim Porcella Trio. 

GRAND CANAL Boston. DJ Murray. 
GREAT SCOTT, Brighton. “The Plan 
Holiday Party” with Small Church. 
GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Swinging 
Johnsons. 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 
Kilombo Mambo 

G-SPOT, Boston. “Deep, sexy house” 
with DJs Mike Traylor & Paul Incus. 
THE HARP, Boston. Peatmoss. 
HENNESSY’S, Boston. At 4 p.m., 
“Irish Sessuin.” At 9 p.m., DJ Kriss 
Kross. 

HONG KONG, Cambridge. Top 40 
Hip-Hop, Rock & Club Classics with DJ 
Chris G 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. “Left Sat- 
urday” with DJ Kelvin. 

JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT, 
Boston. At 7 p.m., Steve Fell Band. 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Velvet 
Elvis. 

JUKEBOX, Boston. Top 40 and retro 
dance night. 

THE KELLS, Allston. Hip-hop, house, 
techno, top 40 with DJs Darren Drag & 
Kieran. 

KENNEDY’S, Boston. “Reggae 
Lounge” with Bobbie Steelz & Moon. 
LA BOOM, Boston. “Futurebeat: Alien 
Disco” with DJ Addambombb. 

THE LIVING ROOM, Providence, RI 
High on Fire, Chinese Stars. 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
7:30 p.m., Nate Cozzolino. At 


I 





9:30 p.m., Gulf, Reaxis, Fl 
MAN RAY, Cambridge 


Irash” with DJ Gary Conzo and retro 


Liquid Disco 


new wave with DJ Chris Ewen 
MATRIX, Boston 1984” ’80s night 
with DJ Gibby 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
At 1 p.m., MewithoutYou, Owen, The 
Snake The Cross The Crown. At 9 
Lot Six, Officer May 


Animal Hospital. Downstairs: “Pino 








Like Knives 


Bros. Ink Present” Endway, Haloburn, 
Beyond the Embrace, Hidden, Morgan 
Knockers 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge 
“Golden Era Hip-Hop.’ 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Baby 
Macaroni 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. At 
8:30 p.m., “Mango’s Latin Dance Club” 
with DJ Antonio Ortiz. 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston 
fommy & Alan. 

THE MODERN, Boston. “Material” 
Funk, hip-hop, R&B with Bruno Dreads. 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Scrooges, Black 
Salad 

ORLEANS, Somerville. DJ Gabe 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB, Cambridge. 
Dennis White Spectacular. 

THE PALACE, Saugus. “Rio” Brazil’s 
Carnaval; “Uptown” DJs spin faves 
from the ’70s and ’80s; “Oxygen” rap, 
hip-hop, top 40, and progressive dance; 
“Male Encounter” all-male dance re- 
view; “Club Copa” Latino Night; “Un- 
derground” top 40, Dance, Techno, Hip- 
hop, Reggae; “The Beach House.” 

THE PALLADIUM, Worcester. “Black 
Christmas 2” with Satyricon, 3 Inches 
of Blood, Deep Six, 100 Demons, Trivi- 
um, Trauma Concept. 


PARRIS, Boston. Darik & the Funbags 
PA’S LOUNGE, Somerville. Tampoffs, 
Ghetto Ways, Spitzz 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
“Boom Boom Room,” new wave, one 
hit wonders, and disco with DJ Vinney. 
THE PLACE, Boston. VJ Laptop 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
5 p.m., Larry Flint & the Road Scholars 
At 9:30 p.m., Ponticello Chris Murphy 
PRAVDA 116, Boston. High-energy 
dance music with DJ Rick Naples 

Q, Boston. At 9 p.m., DJ Profenna 
THE RACK, Boston Dance Party’ 
with DJs Vinnie Peruzzi and Littles 
REAL DEAL JAZZ CLUB & CAFE 
Cambridge. At 7:30 and 10 p.m., 
McCoy Tyner Quartet, Gary Bartz 
REDLINE, Cam 10 
Cherry 

RIVER GODS, Cambridge eer Pre 


sure: We Know It When We 





ROGGIE’S, 

Ma a 

THE ROKXY, B 
luelit ) th DJs Mass 
SCRUFFY MURPHY’S, 


th D 


MA 


SEA NOTE, ‘ 


SISSY K’S, Bost« A 


SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. Ro 


SUGAR SHACK, Bosto lip hop, and 
top 40 with DJ B-Sp 

SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Old 
and new dance hits with DJs KC and 
Gallo 

SW1, Boston. Hip-Hop, Reggae, °70s 
Funk, and House with DJ Bruno 
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB, 
Somerville. DJ Sean 

TIERNAN’S PUB, Boston. DJ Littles. 
TOAD, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., “Greg’s 
Saturday Showcase.” At 10 p.m., Por- 
terDavis 

TOAST, Somerville. “Prescription Spin- 
ning House.” 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris Tay- 
lor Quartet. 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 
70s, ’80s, and ’90s with DJ Zino; pro- 
gressive, top-40, club, and international 
with DJ Steve Anderson. 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge. 
Juliana Hatfield, Stone Coyotes, Un- 
busted, Mr. Burns 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly. 

VAPOR, Boston. “Crosswalk,” with DJs 
David Skye, M.J. 

VENU, Boston. European disco house 
with DJs Javier and Nico and “Mythos,” 
ethnic house and Greek sounds with DJ 
Yorgo 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Vertigo Satur- 
days,” hip hop, R&B, house, and reg- 
gae, with DJ Ron Steel. 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 9:30 p.m., 
Jason Palmer/Warren Wolf Jazz Collec- 
tive 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Hot 
Like Fire 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. Top 


40 funk and dance with DJs Gabe and 


Lazee Boy 

WHO’S ON FIRST, Boston 
Is Gartie d, Vis iple, da id N ite 
WONDER BAR, Al 
Quartet. 
ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 


ead Cat Bounce. At 9:30 p.n 


At 10 p.m., 


ton Rusty Scott 


M31 resent v Americar 


ZUZU, Cambridge. “Soul le lu jah.’ 


@ SUNDAY 19 
See Club Directory for phone 
ARIA, Boston. “Living 
and vocal house 
AURORA, Boston. “Ginseng,” soulful 
house, hip hop, and reggae. 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Gay 
Night,” house with DJ Darrin Friedman 
THE AVENUE, Alliston. “Lounge 
Night.” 

BARKING CRAB, Boston. Island 
Breeze. 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Jackie 
Brown Band 

BILLS BAR, Boston. Dub Station. 
BLARNEY STONE PUB, Dorchester. 
“Laid Back Sunday.” 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Armen. 
BOB THE CHEF’S, Boston. At 
10 a.m., “Sunday Jazz Brunch” with 
Paulo Daney Jazz Quartet. 
BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. “Jazz 
Brunch” with Ronnie Ron Duo 
BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Rox- 
bury. At 11 a.m., “Sunday Brunch” with 
Bobby Ward Trio 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 2 p.m., “Traditional Irish 
Music.” Back Room: At 8 p.m., “Singer- 
Songwriter Series” with Danielle. 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. 
“Candy’s Blues Jam.” 


toom,” lounge 
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CHOPPIN’ BLOCK PUB, Boston. At 
10 p.m., “RawCuts Hip-hop Night.” 
CLARKE’S, Boston. Stu Sinclair. 
CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL, 
Boston. 9 Pound Bag 
COSTELLO’S Jamaica Plain. At 9 p.m., 
James Merenda’s Masked Marvels 
COTTONWOOD CAFE, Boston. D 
Street Band 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Industry Night” with DJ Paul 
Dailey 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Brian 
Locher 
ENCORE, 
Michael Larson 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
azz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe 
THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Menage A 
Trois,” Brazilian dance and Eurohouse 
with DJ Roland 
GRAFTON STREET PUB & GRILL, 
Cambridge. At 9 p.m., Beantown Pro- 
ject. 
GREAT SCOTT, Brighton. Night Rally, 
Clickers, Tristan Da Cunha 
GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Swinging 
Johnsons 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 
‘Beats Not Bombs the Peoples Party” 
with DJ Yamin 
IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. DJ Kieran 
JACQUES UNDERGROUND, Boston 
Diamond Dunhill’s Drag-Ons Review.” 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. At 9 a.m., 
Jazz Brunch.” At 4:30 p.m., “Open 
Blues Jam.” At 9 p.m., “Salsa Dancing’ 
with Rumba Na Ma 
KENNEDY’S, Boston. At 5 p.m., Julia 
Lloyd 
METROPOLIS, Providence, RI. “In- 
dustry,” uplifting house and dance an- 
thems, with DJ Rick Naples 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Watchmaker, Adolf Satan, Defcon 4, 
Continued without a Finding 
MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. At 
1 p.m., “Sundaygutimeetin’” with Just 
Before August, Timid Citizens, Amber 
Spyglass, Robot Zen, Prone, Gold Light 
Hour, QFWFQ, My First Handgun, This 
Is Not Jazz, Nomadica 
MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Gold 
Light Hour 
MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. Lee Wil- 
son, Zawadi, Shay Muse, One Luv, Rock- 
lyn, Don Dada, Ed Rock, Clip 1, Adam B, 
DJs Paul Foley and Golden Child 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, 
Mike Barrett 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston 
Howl, Reverend Bob & the Darkness 
O’LEARY’S, Brookline. At 7 
‘Irish Music Session.” 
ORLEANS, Somerville. At 7 p.m., 
Jazz Session.” 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. At 
6 p.m., “Celtica.” At 10 p.m., “Bump,” 
house music with DJs Demarkus 


Boston. Dorothy Miller & 





Boston 
Atomic Bitchwax 


30 p.m., 


t 
Lewis, 


George Nessis 


STEVEN WRIGHT performs Sunday as part of the final show of the Ding Ho reunion at 
Jimmy Tingle’s Off Broadway. 


PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
Flexible Flyer String Band. At 
9:30 p.m., Hot Tamale Brass Band 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Jame: 
McKenna Duo 

THE RACK, Boston. At 
Mike Janedy 

REAL DEAL JAZZ CLUB & CAFE 
Cambridge. At 5 and 7:30 p.m., McCoy 
Tyner Quartet, Gary Bartz 

REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., 
Dubby Sunday” with DJ Brynmore 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Action 
Sunday” Punk, garage, and rock with 
Dinos & Amy 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Greg Luttrell 
TIR NA NOG, Somerville 
“Fluffy” Quinn 

TOAD, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., “Ses 
sion Americana” with Ry Cavanaugh, 
Sean Staples, Dinty Child, Jimmy Fit 
ting, Kimon Kirk, Billy Beard 

TOAST, Somerville. “Brazilian Night.” 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. At 
noon, “Sunday Brunch” with Lee 
Childs Group. At 8 p.m., Marty Ballou 
Trio 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 
‘International Night” with DJs Nino, 
Antoine, Giulano, and Giovanni 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
Anders Parker, Drew O’Doherty, Spar- 
rowhawk 

VAPOR, Boston. “T-Dance, 
house with DJ Danae 


5 p.m., 


10 p.m J 


Ronan 


old school 


VENU, Boston. “Carnival,” Brazilian 
night with DJ Adilson 
VERTIGO, Boston. Caribbean and 


World Beat with DJ Deville 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. At 4 p.m., 
‘Jazz Jam Session” with Jason Palmer 
Trio. At 9 p.m., Wally’s Stepchildren 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 
Horner/Joe McMahon Trio featuring 
Barry Ries 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
3:30 p.m., Vardan Ousepian Trio. At 
9:30 p.m., Gabriel Birnbaum’s Depar 
tures, Big Heidelberg 

ZUZU, Cambridge. “Central 
Hayride” with Two Timin 3s 


@ MONDAY 20 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 


Square 


and addresses 

AN TUA NUA, Boston 
goth & industrial 

AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Static,” Gay 
night drag show with DJ Adilson 
BELL IN HAND TAVERN, Boston 
‘Tommy’s Jam Session.” 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Armen 


“Ceremony, 


BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. “Martini 
Mondays.’ 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB, Jamaica 
Plain. “Sonic Ginger,” down tempo 


lounge and dub with DJs Martini and 
Ah Dub 

BROTHER JIMMY’S BBQ, Cam 
bridge. At 9 p.m., “Blues Jam.” Tous- 
saint & the Liberation Band 


THE BURREN, 
Room: At 10 p.m Traditiona 
Music 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridg 
8 p.m., “Geoff Bartley’s Open Mic.” At 
9:30 p.m., Timothy Mason 
CHARLIE’S KITCHEN, 
Rotten Lovers, Headband 
CHOPPIN’ BLOCK PUB, Boston. At 
9:30 p.m., ‘Jazz Jam Session” with 
Marianne Solivan 
CLUB PASSIM, 
Arabesque 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Nat 
Watkins 

ENCORE, Boston. Clara Lofaro Quartet 
THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwenberghe 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. “Irish Seisi 
un.” 

HENNESSY’S, Boston 
THE LIVING ROOM, Providence, RI 
From Autumn to Ashes, Emery, Hon- 
orary Title, Emanuel 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
8:30 p.m., “Sara Sweet & Little Joe’s 
Karaoke.” 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge 
OSB, Laura Glyda Band, Hooker Street 
Band, Soupbone Throne 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridgs 
Kitpodtunes.” 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain 
“Groove Thang 

O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Ascendancy, Rais 
ing Kubrick, Anoxia, Nightmare Contin- 
ues 

O’CONNOR’S, Boston. Gannon Broth 
ers 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
6 p.m., “Open Mic Night” with James 
Cleare 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
‘Makka Mondays,” Hip-Hop and Reg- 
gae with DJs Voyager :01, Uppercut, 
and Blackfinger 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Dig in the Dirt Band 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston 
Damgaard 

THE RACK, Boston. At 
Mike Janedy. 


Somerville ront 


age 





Cambridge 


Cambridge 


House 





Joe Carson 


Upstairs 


Scott 


10 p.m., DJ 


RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Weekly 
Wax.” 
SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech 


TOAD, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., Shwang 
At 10 p.m., Tim Gearan Band 

TOAST, Somerville. “Industry Night 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Marty 
Ballou Trio 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridg: 
Plain Janes, Dan Rogers, Alan Wong, 
Mike Patterson 

VAPOR, 
with Michelle Curry 
VERTIGO, Boston. “The 


deep house 


Boston. “Piano Open Mi 
Movement, 
house, and progressive 
with DJ Eric Santangelo 


WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Jos¢ 


& the Special Blend 


Ramos 





WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 
Horner/Joe McMahon Trio 
Barry Ries 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
7 p.m., Theresa Perez. At 9 p.m., Circa- 
dian Rhythm Kings. At 10 p.n The 
with Garzone, John 


featuring 





Fringe George 
Lockwood, Bob Gullotti 


ZUZU, Cambridge 
Trail 


@ TUESDAY 21 

See Club Directory for phone 
ind addresses 

AN TUA NUA, Boston. At 10 p.n 
Lushlife” '80s night 

ARIA, Boston. “One Nation Tuesday 
hip-hop, R&B, and reggae, with DJ 
Chubby Chub 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ “Easy on 


the ye Carr 


Cassette, Westward 


THE BURREN, Somer é ron 
Mus sack y At 7 Ope 
CANTAB LOUNGE, ‘ 


Ar 10 ( 


Watt 


CLUB 58, QO 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambrid OF 
a ot as 


DICK’S LAST RESORT, 
EMBASSY, 
ENCORE, 


THE E ROOM AT 
TEMPLE, 


THE GOLDEN 


THE EXCHANGE, 


GREEN DRAGON, Bost dave 
HENNESSY’S, sOStor Scott 


Jamgaard 


IRISH VILLAGE, Br 


Tuesday” wit! ) Soul Clar anviv 
Deshaies, and Ryan Kick 

JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. “Old Time 
Music Night X-Mas Show 

THE KELLS, Allstor ounge N 


KENNEDY ’S, Boston. Michael Larson 
LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
7:30 p.m., Carla Ryde At 

Boston Undercover 

MATT MURPHY’S, Brooklin« 

House” with Geoff Scott 


MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 


ast Born, Stock 7, Panacea, Down II 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridg: 
Sensitive Hand 
MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain 


Jonna Parker 

MILKY WAY, Jamaica Plain. Karaoke 
with Rickie McLean 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston 
Texas Hold’em Tuesday 

THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m 
Latin house with DJ J.¢ 
O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Smogmonster 
PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
8 p.m., “All Star Cabaret” with John 
Powhida 

PHOENIX LANDING, 
“Deep Tones” with DJ Tym Ryan 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Josh Lederman 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 
Dana Z 

THE RACK, Boston. At 6 p.m After 
work Jazz.” At 10 p.m., DJ 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge 

Jrop” listening party 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Stu Sinclair. Up 
In the Biz Hospitality Night, 


Lot 36, 


Cambridge 








Stairs 





top 40 and popular dance, with DJ Ra 
mu 
TOAD, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., Christ- 


ian McNeill 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris [ay- 


lor Trio 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridg« 
Terradactle 

VAPOR, Boston Retro \ with 





DJs Danae and Michael Sheehan 
VENU, Boston. “Mynt,” international 
sounds with DJ Adilson 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Defmatch” electro- 
backbeat with DJs 
WALLY’S CAFE, 
Stepchildren 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Rusty 
Mike McKenna Trio 
ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
* the Most. At 


Zeitgeist Coffeehouse” with 


Boston. Wally’s 


p.m ben Patton 





Joe | 
ZUZU, Cambridg Invisible Ray 


Turkish Queen 


Mm WEDNESDAY 22 


See Club Directory for phone uml 
ind addresse 

ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. Rocket 
Science, Auto Interior 

BARKING CRAB, Boston. Ray Greene 


BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston 


J Casey 









JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Ocean 
Rose, Shayne Holland 
THE KELLS, Allston 


{ump” hip-hop, house 


BRASSERIE JO, Boston 
Jon DeLuc 
BRAVO@THE MEFA, Boston. Ron 


Poster 


At 8:30 p.m 
ia Trio 

Get Over the 
and dance with 








BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Rox J Doc 

bury. Frank Wilken KENNEDY’S, Boston. Michelle Currie 
CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambr LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambr At 
Candy's Blues Jan 7-30 pr . tor he ¢ p.m 
CAPRICE, Boston. At 9 p.n Tou in Band 

4int I Ca rid Crvpt ott 
CLUB 58, Quincy e Wire Lounge ynthpop and industrial with DJ Chris 
with Valhalla Kitter Vel nd “Systen electro industria 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambrid Shannon trance power-noise with D. ise 
Heaton & 10-Speed Trad METROPOLIS, Prov 

COYOTE GRILLE, ( Gr rogt ve, tribal, te 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, MIDDLE EAST, ‘ 

ENCORE, Boston. § saker & M yster ‘ LL 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, ( MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, t 


THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, 


MIDWAY CAFE, 


EVOS ARTS, MILKY WAY 


THE EXCHANGE, 
THE GOOD LIFE DOWNTOWN MURPHY’S LAW, 
GREAT SCOTT, NEWS, 


GREEN DRAGON, O’BRIEN’S 


HENNESSY’S ORLEANS 


IRISH VILLAGE 


The South Shore’s 
Best Nightlife 


Featuring Entertainment 
6 Nights a Week i 


58 ROSS WAY, QUINCY CENTER + QUINCY CENTER RED LINE (+9) 


r Bs 





WALLY'S 


LiveE BANDS 





BAND jAZZ 
SWING 
CALL 617.828.1754 LATIN JAZZ 
rune 
WA SAI ASCP E.CORA wLuEs 


CORPORATE 
SOCIAL 
DOINGS 


WE GOT HISTORY 
LIVE MUSIC 365 DAVS A VEAR 


WALLY’S CAFE Est 1947 
£27 MASS AVE. BOSTON, MA O2tie Phone: 617.425.5408 


BAR MITZVAH 
EDUCATIONAL 
NON-PROFIT 


sosrowse? SCULERS JAZZ CLUB ect Sent. 
Thu. Dec. 16 
BIG BAD VOOD0 DADDY 


eg 
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Continued from page 21 
PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
vfe. At 10 p.n Black Out 


PHOENIX LANDING, Cambrid 


THE PLACE, Bosto diana Karthas 
THE PLAYGROUND, Cambr 
Open M 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
) p.m sad Art Ensemble 
PRAVDA 116, 8 mn. G 
t Alex & Felix and ¥ 
( tl 4 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Peter 
THE : RACK, soston. At 6 p.m., “After 
At 10 p.m., DJ Ricky 
RAMROD, soston witch: new 
vave, goth, rial with DJ Mac 
REDLINE, Cambridge. NPG Allstars 
REMINGTON’S, Boston. At 8:30 p.m., 
A] Vega Trio, Johnny Souza 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge 


Sounds: American Blues, Gospel, 





‘Primitive 


RYLES, Cambridge 
Quartet 
SERAFINA, Concord. At 6:30 p.m., 
Paul Broadnax, Nathalie Marsh 

SIT ‘N BULL PUB, Maynard. Fishken 
Patty Keough 

SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Live Salsa.” 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. Hip-hop and 


40 with DJ Ren Justice 


Fernando Brandao 


& Groves 


TOAD, Cambridge. At 7 p.m Soul 
I y” with Ted Drozdowski, Chilly 
rt arry Dersch. At 10 p.m., Ken 
irk Organ Trio 

TOAST, Somerville. “Gay Night 

TOMMY DOYLE’S, Cambridge 
Open Mic” with Will Daily 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris Tay- 

or Trio 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 

‘Greek Night.” 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cambridge 
‘TT’s Holiday Party” with AdFrank, 

Jake Zavracky, AM Stereo, Corin Ashley, 

Bo Barringer, Bunk 9, Dave Aaronoff, 

Brett Rosenberg, Valerie Forgione 

VAPOR, Boston. Latino night with DJ 

Adilson 

VERTIGO, Boston. “Anitya,” psy-trance 

with DJs Dino, Mathwin, and Dave 

Henshaw with special guests 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Wally’s 

Stepchildren 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Leo Blanco 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
p.m., Jamie McLaughlin. At 

9:30 p.m., Leo Stevens’ Jazz Report 

ZUZU, Cambridge. Through the Key- 

hole Burlesque 


@ THURSDAY 23 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE, Somerville. Red 
Army, Vintage Radio 

AN TAIN, Boston. At 5 p.m., DJ Keitl 
AN TUA NUA, Boston. At 9 p.m., “Col 
C ght” with DJ G 
ARIA, Boston NYC hip 
DJs 

AVALON, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Hot & 
Heavy Thursday” with DJ Caprice 

THE AVENUE, Allston. At 7 p.m., 


Acoustic Pop Il Daly. At 9 p.m 


hop with guest 





Dance Your Ass Off” DJ Hoff 
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EVE!!! 


Host of the WZLX 
morning show 







61724859700 


Discounted Parking at 
75 State Street Garage 


www. comedyconnectionboston.com 





“Sweeney's Neighborhood” 


t STEVE SWEENEY 
ay EVERY THURSDAY! 3 
| ‘The R-Rated Hypnotist” § 
FRANK SANTOS} 





AXIS, Boston. At 10 p.m J Nailz 
Tasty & Taner K spinning vocal and pro 
Zressive house 

BLARNEY STONE PUB, 
80s and today with DJ Scorch 

BLUE CAT CAFE, Boston. DJ Casey 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, Brighton 
Open Mic 

BOSTON ROCKS, Boston. At 5 p.m., 
After Work Thursday 

BRAVO@THE MFA, Boston. Ron 
,oste! 

BREEZEWAY BAR & GRILLE, Rox 
ury. Serious Biznes: 

BUCK MULLIGAN’S, West Roxbury 
R&B and comme 11 dance with DJ 


Dorchester 


George 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Front 
Room: At 10 p.m [raditional Irish 
Music.” Back Room: At 10 p.m., Swing 
ing Johnsons 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston 
Absolute,” house & trance with DJ 
Stezo 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. Frank 
Wilkins & Company 

CLUB CAFE, Boston. “Non Stop Video 
Show” with VJ Tom Yazbek 

CLUB 58, Quincy. “Thirsty Thursday’ 
with Hot Like Fire, DJ Bird 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Aine 
Minogue 

COMMON GROUND, Allston. “Love 
Night,” ’80s, all vinyl with DJ Brian 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR, 
Brighton. “Chart & Dance” with DJ 
Doc 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Big 
Time 

EKCO LOUNGE, Boston. “Red Velvet,” 
with DJs Geespin and Master Jay 
EMBASSY, Boston. At 10 p.m., “Latin 
Lounge,” with DJ JC 

ENCORE, Boston. Michelle Currie 
THE ENORMOUS ROOM, Cam- 
bridge. Hip-hop with DJs Hua Hsu and 
Cchay 

THE E ROOM AT THE GOLDEN 
TEMPLE, Brookline. House and acid 
jazz with DJ Johan Van Cauwen- 


berghe 

EVOS ARTS, Lowell. “Second World 
Reggae Lounge” with Lady Lee & Mang 
Dub 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. “Heaven & 
Hell,” house and hip-hop with DJs 
Chaos, Mr. Aru 

FELT, Boston. “Liquid” with DJs Chris 
DeSimone & Jynx 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Jon Fred- 
erik Band 

GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Spitting 
Vinnies 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 
Throwdown Thursday” Hip-hop, reg- 
gae, R&B with DJ Dubz and 40D 
HANNAHW’S, Somerville. Reggae and 
house with guest DJs 

HENNESSY’S, Boston. Me & Julio 
HIGH STREET GRILLE, Boston. Lit- 
tle Joe Cook 

HONG KONG, Cambridge. Main 
stream, house & Reggae with DJ Bob 

THE INDEPENDENT, Somervill 
Frank Morey 

IRISH VILLAGE, Brighton. DJ Cherry 

JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT, 
Boston. At 6 p.m., Clay Brown Trio 

JASMINE & KENDALL LOUNGE, 

Cambridge. At 9:30 p.m., Dan Tepfer 
[rio 


JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Replay 
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comedy 


a THIS WEEKEND ¢ 


From NBC’s 
“Last Comic Standing 2” 


GARY GULMAN} 
i NEW YEAR’s 
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PETER CINCOTTI plays the Berklee Performance Center on Friday. 


JOSE McINTYRE’S, Boston. Upstairs: 
DJ John Tringall. Downstairs: Me & 
Julio 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Fun House” 
with DJs Edgar & Mike Gioscia 
KENNEDY’S, Boston. John Mansfield 
THE KINSALE, Boston. Stretch 

LA BOOM, Boston. At 11 p.m., “Privi- 
lege,” international house with DJs 
Manos Linoxilakis and Christoph 
Muller 

MACHINE, Boston. “Human Thurs- 
day” with DJs Sean Caron and Angles 
MAN RAY, Cambridge. “Campus,” al- 
ternative boypop with DJ Chris Ewen 
and high energy house with DJ Brad 
Gwynn 

MANTRA Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 
‘Mantra Thursday” DJs spin eclectic in 
ternational, vocal house, & hip-hop 
MATT MURPHY’S, Brookline. “Round 
Midnight Jazz Session 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Kweejeebo, Wiretemp 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE, Cambridge 
‘Murky Thunder Clap Chop” with 
Grammertace : 
MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Emp- 


tes 
THE MODERN, Boston. At 10 p.m., 
“Soma,” with DJ.Omar. 


O’BRIEN’S, Allston. Condition Blue, 
Karinations, Sugabomb 

ORLEANS, Somerville. DJ Ren Justice 
OVERDRAUGHT PUB, Cambridg« 
Mente 

THE PALACE, Saugus. “Kat’s XXX-Mas 
Fetish Extravaganza” with Ron Jeremy, 
Robby Roadsteamer, Mass, Dogfight 
Dryft 

PARADISE LOUNGE, Boston. At 
9 p.m., “The Bubble Up: Rub a Dubwise 
Reggae Night” with Bud E. Green 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
Elements,” drum ‘n bass with DJs 





Crook, and Lenore 

THE PLACE, Boston. Greg Lutrell 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. At 
9:30 p.m., Brass Roots 

PRAVDA 116, Boston. DJ David Mee 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. DJ 
Flanagan with musical guest Jim Plun- 
kett 

Q, Boston. “Weekend Warm” with DJ 
Craig Smooth 

THE RACK, Boston. At 10 p.m., DJ Lit 
tles 

REDLINE, Cambridge. At 10 p.m., “Re- 
union Thursday” with NPG All-Stars 
RIVER GODS, Cambridge. “Wicked 
Wicked Thursday” Experimental Reg- 
gae & Hip-hop with Wayne & Wax 
ROGGIE’S, Brighton. Lounge: Tribal 
House and Break beat funk with DJ 
Jonathan Theory. 

THE ROXY, Boston. At 10:30 p.m., 
“The Latin Quarter,” salsa, merengue, 
bachata, and house 

SISSY K’S, Boston. Justin Beech. Up 
stairs: popular dance, with DJ Deja 
SOPHIA’S, Boston. “Latin Night” with 
DJ JR Vega 

SUGAR SHACK, Boston 
Night” with DJ B-Spin. 


“College 


SW1, Boston. Hip-hop, R &B, and Reg- 
gae with and DJ Renell 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan 
“Fluffy” Quinn 

TOAD, Cambridge. At 7 p.m., Jenny 
Reynolds 

TOAST, Somerville 
Women.” 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris Tay- 
lor Trio. 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
“Young Professionals Club.” 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, Cam- 
bridge. Mr. Airplane Man, Tampoffs, 
Black Clouds 

21st AMENDMENT, Boston. DJ Sean 
Daly. 

VAPOR, Boston. “MOCCA,” hip hop 
and R&B with DJs KC and Ron Steel 
VENU, Boston. NYC house with DJ 
Nailz and “ISE-O spa” with DJ Tasty 
VERTIGO, Boston. “Diversify Thurs- 
days,” soulful house with DJ Fran and 
UK hard house and progressive trance 
with DJs JLong, Tek, and Catatonic and 
guest DJs 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Francisco 
Mela Quintet. 

WEST STREET GRILLE, Boston. 
‘Late Night Lounge.” 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Grant Lang- 
ford Quartet 

ZEITGEIST GALLERY, Cambridge. At 
5 p.m., “Table Tennis Tournament.’ 
ZUZU, Cambridge. “Christmas Special’ 
with Scrapple 


_ comedy — 
@ THURSDAY 16 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 


‘Premier Night for 


ind addresses 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Boston Attitude” with Greg 
Howell. 

CANTAB LOUNGE, Cambridge. At 
8 p.m., “Tribe Improv.’ 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., “The R-Rated Hypnotist’ 
with Frank Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge 
Patrice Vinci, Malene Welch, Seth Early, 
Mygq Kaplan, MB Cowan, David Grabin 
er, EJ Murphy, Tim Kaelin 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 p.m., 
‘Lies, Half Truths and the American Way.” 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m., “ImprovBoston Holi- 
day Spectacular.” At 10 p.m., “The 
Great and Secret Comedy Show.” 
JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROAD- 
WAY, Somerville. At 7:30 p.m., “The 
Ding Ho Reunion: 25 Year’s of the 
Best of Boston Comedy” with Tom 
Gilmore, Martin Olson, Chance Lang 
ton, Jim Morris, Bob Siebel, Jimmy 
Tingle. 

NICK’S COMEDY STOP, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., Paul DeAngelo, Joe Carroll 


@ FRIDAY 17 
See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses 


ALL ASIA CAFE, Cambridge. “Stash’s 
Comedy Jam.” 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Boston Attitude” with John 
Joyce 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8 and 10:15 p.m., Gary Gulman 
COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. Tim 
McIntire, Myq Kaplan, Constantine, MB 
Cowan, Ben Murray, Greg Thibideau, 
Max Goldberg 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA 
BLOSSOM, North Andover. Frank 
Delpizzo 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 9 and 
11 p.m., “Lies, Half Truths and the 
American Way.” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. Dec. 17, At 8 and 10 p.m., “Im- 
provBoston Holiday Spectacular. 
JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY, 
Somerville. At 7:30 p.m., “The Ding Ho 
Reunion: 25 Year’s of the Best of Boston 
Comedy” with Chance Langton, Martin 
Olson, Jim Morris, Jimmy Tingle. 
KOWLOON, Saugus. At 8 and 10 p.m., 
Robbie Printz, Artie Januario, Wayne 
Soares 

NICK’S COMEDY STOP, Boston. At 
8:45 p.m., Paul DeAngelo, Joe Carroll, 
John Turco 

NICK’S MAUI, Brockton. At 9 p.m., 
Jim Coliton, Carolyn Plummer, Ben B 


Bi SATORERY 18 


lub Directory for phone numbers 





ee 


sind adivaccas 
BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston BostonAttitude” with John 


JOYCE 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8 and 10:15 p.m., Gary Gulman 
COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. Tim 
McIntire, Myq Kaplan, MB Cowan, Greg 
Thibideau 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA 
BLOSSOM, North Andover. Frank 
Delpizzo 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 and 
10 p.m, “Lies, Half Truths and the 
American Way.” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam 
bridge. At 6 p.m., “ImprovBoston Fami- 
ly Show.” At 8 p.m., “ImprovBoston 
Holiday Spectacular. AtlO p.m., “Im- 
provBoston Mainstage.” 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROADWAY, 
Somerville. At 7:30 p.m., “The Ding Ho 
Reunion: 25 Year’s of the Best of Boston 
Comedy” with Chance Langton, Jim 
Morris, Martin Olson, Jimmy Tingle. 
KOWLOON, Saugus. At 8 and 10 p.m., 
Robbie Printz, Artie Januario, Wayne 
Soares. 

NICK’S COMEDY STOP, Boston. At 
8:45 p.m., Paul DeAngelo, Joe Carroll, 
John Turco 


@ SUNDAY 19 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Open Mic Night” with Tim 
McIntire. 





BROTHER JIMMY’S BBQ, Cam- 
bridge. At 9:30 p.m., “Hari-Kari 
Karaoke Jewkbox 
CHARLES PLAYHOUSE, 
6912), 74 Warrenton St., 
8 p.m., “Comedy Fiasco.” 
COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
7 p.m., Gary Gulman 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. Brian 
Longwell, David Powell, MB Cowan, 
Arielle Goldman, Mike Herman, Dan 
Bolger, Sug Davis, Seth Early, Dot 
Dwyer 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam 
bridge. At 8 p.m., “Sergeant Culpep 
per Memorial Improvisational Jam 


(617-426- 
Boston. At 


OTeE 

JIMMY TINGLE’S OFF BROAD- 
WAY, Somerville. At 7:30 p.m., “The 
Jing Ho Reunion: 25 Year’s of the Best 
of Boston Comedy” with Steven 
Wright, Jim Morris, Chance Langton, 
‘ran Solomita, Martin Olson, Jimmy 
Tingle 

KING’S, Boston. At 8 p.m., 
Open Mic Night” with Tony V. 


@ MONDAY 20 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8 p.m., “Amateur Showcase” with Kevin 
Knox. 
KENNEDY’S, 
Night.” 


@ TUESDAY 21 


See Club Directory for phone numbers 





“Comedy 


Boston. “Comedy 


and addresses 
COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston 
Paul Nardizzi, Robbie Printz 


@ WEDNESDAY 22 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston 
Frank Santorelli, Harrison Stebbins 
COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge 
Tony V, Ken Reid, MB Cowan, Malissa 
Hunt 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 p.m., 
“Lies, Half Truths and the American 
Way.” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m. “Hump Fringe Show.” 


@ THURSDAY 23 

See Club Directory for phone numbers 
and addresses. 

BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Comedy Showcase” with Greg 
Howell. 

CANTAB LOUNGE, 
8 p.m., “Tribe Improv.” 
COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., “The R-Rated Hypnotist,” 
Frank Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. Ellen 
Moschetto, Mary Beth Cowan, Ben Mc- 
Caul, Kris Earle, Chris Coxen 

IMPROV ASYLUM, Boston. At 8 p.m., 
“Big Dig, The End of an Error.” 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE, Cam- 
bridge. At 8 p.m. “UnNatural Selec- 
tion.” At 10 p.m., “The Great and Secret 
Comedy Show.” 

NICK’S COMEDY STOP, Boston. At 
8:30 p.m., Mark Riley. 


concerts 


« FRIDAY 17 

PETER CINCOTTI performs at 8 p.m 
at the Berklee Performance Center, 136 
Mass. Ave., Boston. Tickets $36-$46 
(617) 931-2000 

DEVIL MUSIC ENSEMBLE presents 
modern classical music by Brendon 
Wood, Michael Tuttle, David Patterson 
Jonah Rapino, and others at 8 p.m. at 
MassArt, Posin Center, 621 Huntington 
Ave., Boston. Tickets $5; (617) 442 
4200 


Mi SATURDAY 18 

OLD TIME JAM is at 2 p.m. at the 
Brighton Branch Library, 40 Academy 
Hill Rd., Brighton. Free; (617) 782- 
6032 

PIEBALD, STATE RADIO, 
AND FURVIS perform at 8 p.m. at 
Cambridge Elks Lodge, 55 Bishop 
Allen Dr., Cambridge. (617) 354- 
8884 

VALLEY AND CASPIAN perform at 
9 p.m. at Studio Soto, 63 Melcher St., 
Boston. Suggested donation $7; (617) 
426-SOTO. 


@ SUNDAY 19 

BULGARIAN FOLK CONCERT is at 
6 p.m. at Springstep, 98 George P. Has- 
sett Dr., Medford. Tickets $13; (617) 
283-4543 


mM WEDNESDAY 22 
CHRIS ALLEN’S ORANGE LINE 
performs at 8 p.m. at Artists-at-Large 


Cambridge. At 








Gallery, First Congregational Church of 


Hyde Park, 6 Webster St., Boston. Tick- 
ets $5; (617) 276-3223. 
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17,074,911) 


Casual Dates, crielvacdagwdon Encounters, or Just Fun Chat! 


7000's 
oston sin 
call every da ] 
we MOW! Men join for only § : 


517-245-100C 


Worcester 508-365-100 9 


i : Women always call FREE 
_ a ety . ; 
Nite lan ttat= Men use free code 71307 


Try mobilehookup FREE 
MeetSomeoneTonight.com Text the word ‘hookup’ te ‘SFREE’ (637 sy | 


SEEKERS 


Boston’s only Chatline 
for Thrillseekers! 


617.245.1052 


FREE Thrills using code 7136 


Men! Try our instant access 900 connection: 1.900.329.7866 $1.49/min. 
24 hour customer service available. Brought to you by Nationwide 900 Services, LLC. Adutts only please. 


Phone Fantasy-Direct Call Back 
800-395-7525 


SecretPhoneFantasy.com 


First Time 
Callers 
Hall Price 


15 Min-$25.95 
30 Min-$36.95 


Pre-Pay By 
Mail 


MORE 


Call NOW! 
617.475.9000 
508.713.0000 


enter code: 170 


Or call toll-free at: 
1.877.LAVALIFE (528.2543) 


80 MIN FOR $20 FOR FIRST-TIME 
LAVALIFE USERS.* 


ALWAYS FREE' FOR WOMEN 


Click at a Flick www.lavalife.com/flick 
“Special promotion only through customer service. 18+. tCarrier charges may apply. 


intimate Encoun 
Nationwide Cive 


Men Call: 4 | 
1-617-976-TALK > 


69° 


1-800-399-KISS 


Ladies Call FREE! 
1-800-991-TALK 


| HARDCORE 
} LIVE 1-ON-1 


1-800 
990-2625 


| ea) ¢ | are 
ZONE 
Over 70. z0nes of ¢ 


id 





ADULT CONNECTIONS 
Meet local singles! Ds fun & easy / 
-Set up your own profile & mailbox. 
Call in now & get instant messages! 


Gtotd/lovies.com 
OVER 10,000 MOVIES 
MEMBERSHIPS! NO MONTHLY FEES! 
#43 ADULT 
INTERNET WEBSITE! 


ee ee Fn 


¢ 
> ao ££ 
recy | 
CRs ee 
A 
HOTTEST 
MOVIES 
sTuDIOS 
UPDATED 
DALY! usE 


ODE 
30 Minutes FREE!! 92904 


VY Pei Od STARS 

* Erotic Asian Dolls 

* Hot Ebony Babes 

* Sexy Transsexuals 

* Fem/Dom Worship 
Real College Coeds 
Sexy Nude models 

© 40+ 50+ Ladies 


THE DOMINANT INSTITUTE 


’ 
NO RESTRICTIONS! NO RESTRICTIONS! NO RESTRICTIONS! 


Live Phone Session 


1-800-DOM-subm 


Sincere, Discreet Lifestyle 
Dominatrix and Submissives Specializing in Every Fetish 
$54.99/half hour session 
All Major Credit/Debit Cards 


The Instant Replay 


1334 Main St. Waltham, MA 02451. 781-647-3390 


From Current to Classics 
Large selection of adult DVD & VHS 
Used tapes from $5.00 to $14.95 


* Hardcore 

* Foreign 

* Classic 

* Gay/Lesbian 


Tryit Fee! 
(code:3300) 


181-860-1385 


Who’s Waiting for You?’ 
MEN for MEN 


Cousteau 


* and many more... 


LARGE SELECTION OF RENTALS 
Bring this AD in & Receive $2.00 off any 


We Buy & Sell Used DVD & VHS 


Bondage tapes 
buy 1 get 1 FREE 


Jenna Jameson 


DVD or Tape above $9.88 
Exp. 12/20/2004 


Everyday hundreds of local girls 
call free, looking for guys to 
share their hot fantasies with. 


Boston 
617-848-1677 
781-850-0066 
978-513-2411 
401-427-2299 
646-507-5564 
Other Loc 
1-800-777- 


FREE TRIA 


CODE: 7405 


www InteractiveMale com. 4 


too! 


DIRECTIONS: 

Take Rt. 95 Exit 18 Thurbers Ave. 
Follow Thurbers Ave. West 1/2 mile 
Turn left onto Broad Street 1021 
Broad Street is on the right, 2nd Floor 
PRIVATE 
PLN SALI Lov 

BEHIND BUILDING 


1021 BROAD STREET 
2ND FLOOR ¢ PROVIDENCE, Ri 


(401) 941-9901 


Talk to local girls who are 
looking for some quick, hot fun. 
Remember, women get horny . 


Try it, you'll be surprised. 


ALWAYS HOT, ALWAYS LIVE! 4 


nt: 2 


I-8838-420- BABE 
1-900-990-7300... @ 


IES 


Florida’, Bey 
PHONE sex 
ae | 


QUICK 


7 min. $12 15 min. $22 


WE HAVE 
IT ALL 


Women 
18-60 years & 
and Shemales. 


938- 6969 


LL mAnex, Discover, pre-pay 


1- 954. 


DECEMBER 


“Live Chat! 


Try it Free! 
(code:3300) 
181-860-7385 
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8 66:304-H0T I 


: 900-990-7010 


NAUGHTY 


LOCAL GIRLS! 
Want To Get Nasty With You! 


10-10-8800 


Ext. 0600 $1.29 Min 


ston's Hottes 
"ie Talk Line 


|-6I7-976-eeee 


Ladies Call FREE 
I-800-265-LIVE 
» (5483) 


69¢ 


MINUTE 
18 +, 


For HOT B & D Action 


|-617-976-SO0O0O0O 





LOCAL DATELINE 


1h d INTIMATE + JUST FUN 


Meet‘online FREE 


S oes com 


GAY * BI LESBI N Dateline 


Boston 
(617) 423.6666 


Brockton (774) 776.7006" 
Framingham (508) 663.2400 
Lowell (978) 856.0856 : 
Peabody (978) 854.0854 
Providence (401) 738.7788 


free code 3733 


Meet online FREE! 


CT9M egaM ates. even 


BROWSE & REPLY TO ADS FREE CC 


Honesty is our 
only policy 


(617) 
277- 
6605 


Premiere has 
part time 


openings for 
escorts. 
Some college 
preferred, 
no exp. 
a necessary. No 
transportaion 
’ needed 
oi S = Call Julia 


MEN ARE YOU 
BI-CURIOUS? 


Do vou THINK YOU 
MIGHT BE BISEXUAL? 


Come to a FREE, confidential 
discussion group with other men 
that feel the same way you do, 


Second Tuesday of every month 
7-9 


r 
FENWAY COMMUNITY HEALTH 
7 Haviland St., Boston 


FOR MORE INFO CALL 


617-927-6032 


OR EMAIL 
bihealth@fenwayhealth.org 


MEET 
Horny Men! 
Record & Listen to ads Free! 

(code:2222) 


781-861-1101 


Cute bottom iSO dad. 

~~ bottom boy in Boston Ikg4 dad 2 take care 
of me, Ikg2b dominated. 5°10" 150ibs totaly 

hung slim cute. Bax 40925 (xp 3 3 

Long brown hair. 

Frank 35yo 5°5 150Ibs long brown hair usually in 

ponytail, into body contact wrestling sucking JG 

Box 13123 6p 2/24} 

Oral bottom iSO 8". 

Likg4 8" thick top, 5°9” 165ibs bvbr good | G 

lato black, Latin, Armenian. Box 22761 {xp 2/3} 

23yo hung thick. 

Dave 23yo br/bi 5°10" 1551s 8 hung thick 

smooth, Ikg2 hook. Box 22751 ip 3/3) 

BM [kg4 tops. 

6° 190ibs BM mexiure bud bubble butt ikg4 tops 

company or travel. Box 82297 ep 3/13) 

Playmates needed. 

Bondage discipkne s&im fantasy. intelbgence 

good-lkg WM SSyo seeking piaymates for 

expenments, your place. Box 10611 ip 1/10 

1S0 hot mouth. 

26y0 Worcester County ikg2 travel party play 

total top Ikg4 hot bottom whot mouth Box 

61541 ixp 2/2 

Lkg4 anyone interested. 
5 yo br/ge 6°3" 200! > fair-skinned 

smoth 7 4 uncut big b" lls nice kg4 anyone 

interested. Box 90031 xp 2/28) 


25ibs tkg4 SWM 18-32yo. Box 


Tim. Lkg4 the big things in life? Do you have 
a big thing and tike to show i, or are you shy? 
Lxg4 "+. Ihave 9 34 uncut Box 49142 2 
Curious 7 cut smooth. 
Attractive 1Byo bi curious never Deen with a guy. 
ikg2 chat see what happens. 6° 180%s 7 cut 
smooth. Box 89127 {xp 2/24) 
Similar S of city. 
Tom 62° 185ibs good-ikg masculine br/tt 
cS early 40s ISO simélar S of city bottom Ikg4 
masculine tops, open to aif races. Box 98241 
Want to service. 
Michael 34 big boy Malian, very clean discreet, 
lkg2 service married or bi some d’ck. like to 
8°Ck #, Geep-throat it, like dusty talk. Box 71562 
tap 12/23) 
Hot Mediterranean/Greek guy. 
John N of Baston young-ikg 44yo 6 A iS 
ba/or olive brown skin, haity chest cretch te 

t play make oet WS th 

cul mushroom head tow 


Bi rare 4 same. 
bi WMI 52 wi Ic 
well-Tiun 


guys 30 


Matthew te Male m ik 


sot th 


bi will travel to semvice 


Matt bi 


Help me out 
BAYM Italiay 
aaa 


Slut slave ready to service. 
Subraissve bottom sks to service top, prefer 
Boston area. Rob WM 57” 185ibs med build 
5 good health clean sincere totally obedient. ready 
good-lkg decent shape ikg4 older quys to service as your pig Sut slave. Deserve. need 
23161 (xp 1/31) and respond to ster authomtative commands 
Spanking doctor. verbal humiliation. Box 22527 (xp 1/15) 
Witmake house calls to warm your bottom. N Shore daddy bear. 
imaginative intellectual male caters to your whim, Lkg4 contemporaries or young guys 4 role play, 
your place, limits observed. Box 31631 (1/12) — daddy/bay or master/slave, Nave jeather whips 
WM ikg2 s*ck BM. jocks c°ck rings. Marty. white nair, short beard, 
Bi 33yo love big black d°ck. Ikg4 BM 25-40yo in- 00d shape, shaved bvlls 7 thick cut 6° te 
shape good-lkg who likes to get c’ck s*cked by wll bottom 4 hot boy. Bax 48343 {xp 1/10 
a white boy, get on my knees, service you. s°ck Senior ISO Junior. 
your b°ll Pek a"s. Bax 10601 {xp 12/30} Nick, Sexy senior &g4 a junict. Box 90531 
1SO sweet butt. (SO LTR 55+ 
Good-Ikg top guy 35ye 5°11" 180lbs mixed race 64yo 61" dark hair 240lbs mustache. Lkg4 
cs nice ck. S End. Lkg4 good-ikg. clean fun friendship, maybe LTR 70y0+ for walks, eat 
bottom boy with sveset butt. Like to eat "SS, but, Dow. play carts. hang at Home, open to new 
put tongue in nice wet hvle, definitely fike to tings. Box 21321 (xp 3/13) 
; fatch you get Horny Joe 
Ui pa Favel OF Joe hot homy, like to "ck 
company. Box 49871 fcked in the ass. Box § 
Big "ck bi bag guy. J Older horny hungry thirsty. 
ce mn Mi, 30 0 ig OCK tOp guy N of Ny Shy early 60s 5°9° grey hair cs not bad 
Olbs br/gr mod neay ¥ tkg Goo ne § can Rost, homy hungry 
masculine, prefer ( quys my size or a little begger. thursty. Box 34762 txp 12/28} 
sa] 2 fy bh n nary: H: re 
=e PHS tw 3716) vot Boston. Haan stud with buige in Levis, 
E = Anything goes. total pig. Blue collar Htalian near 
Central Square good. lkg work out SOays/wk 
3 tivass play. do most 165ibs br/br six-pack abs gr& a°s, like she iQ 
anything # safe nee we I-fhung top who Knows off in jock strap, work S, tight Levis with 
what he wants, age not important older ok. BOX bulge Box 41367 ixp 1/3} 
69111 Op 36) Bi Italian Boston. 
Collect spanking videos. Clean discreet d/d free, anything goes. Bax 
Ling? collect spanking vIdeOS, especialy amateur. 72202 xp 12/26 
Box 33866 6) 1/23) 
U wear white briefs. 
18+ wanted by WM 47yo str8-acting/appearing 
G/d free yb2. will orally satisfy on reg basis in 
Leorwnster apt, will take load off alter a hart day 
also like men in uniform, Box 34245 txp 2/24) 
Share Fubber fetish. 
gentieman Cambridge area 5’8” 
17¢ uncut 60s cle oe ube ISO girty-type. 
tery passive submi Hays, | ds John 35y0 kg 1* time an’l, $ 6 * 
spanieng. Have rubber latex Bish, 2+ but not pp Actos MRM ghadk pala dies GA RR 
ee : op, TV or a gifly-type guy to service me 
necessary that you do too. Like guys in panties et s*cked off, biow big loads. Also Ikg4 1° tim 
lingerie, also not necessary. U must be 25yo+ - i 8" ar under, Box 97371 11/13) 
oily, htAwt prop. 86202 ep 1/19} ¥ Loaias = 
Big boy will blow, 


Machael i 


Watch or be watched. 

Over 5Oyo? Like getting naked with another 
guy? Like to watch another gu : 
Nudists, exhibitionists. voyeurs wanted 


"ck, swallow c”m, get 
ny" 


7601 MD < (24) 


aftemoon fun, gay oF bi 
ton area off Rt24. Box 19421 


3 shape Boston area ikg4 
guy lo ae me and 


617-374-3113 Fg on Bike Fran meen + 


Have your way with me haie 
ything goes hook up, 27¥ ig c’tk, Sexy UNDEF wear ha 

) whatever, $"ck get fcked 1 ayy or Married. bi, str8 or gay 

g Box 96247 xe 1/1 Burington bedwetter 

Like cubs? 0 $ 30” waist cs shaved 

Brian 2 iM 6 ddy who wan 


Tania) § 


Ds football player b 
dis smooth ikg4 


Latino man a ta 7 a ck.. 
2 f*ck my bubble ass. tkge 

80084 (xp 1/1 

> ps pussy boy bottom 


alt Bed up, party play 


SO 0 dadey role play 
Pye ste ittie boy 
Mapes 
ve 


1325 (12/26 Hot Brockton bottom 
Hung hard c*ck here Bobby hot hamy 96° 130ibs tight toned bo 22 


re > hovry Tek, bending 


MENG 
straps, ws. Box a3 xf 


Bring each omer pleasure 


live alone ix 
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Notorious XXX Video Queen Z ee New England's a Adult Entertainment Services! 


Dec 15-18 , MILD to WILD! 
” ‘i — In your face at your place! 


Guaranteed Attractive Female & Male Performers for all occasions 
No party too small! - One hour door to door! 


CHRISTMAS PARTY The Hottest 1 e&2 Girl Shows! 
Steamship Round Buffet, Over 50 Dancers 


Very Special Surprises 
ys 1-800-300-6787 
strippersnetwork.com 
attractive talent always welcome 
cal 


a wea In The Mood For Nude! 
ne | ~~ Check the rest we have the best competitive prices 
Open 7 Days a Week . www.TheCadillacLounge.com 


361 Charles St . Providence, Ri 35 Aborn St. 
401-521-SHOW (7469) 401-274-2457 


WED. 11/24: DESIRE'S 
PRE-THANKSGIVING BASH! GIVE-A-WAYS 


GENTLEMAN'S CLUB /BACHELOR PARTY VENUE 


1-877-4-DESIRE 


Sundays & Moudays | Th 


WATCH ALL THE ACTION 
_ON OUR SFT SCREEN 
q 4 


COMPLIMENTARY TAILGATE 
‘BUFFET ALL DAY & ALL NIGHT! 


Enter to Win 


; SUPERBOWL TICKETS 
! Each Week 
. Suudays agen at aoou. COME SEE WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT 


Complimentary Buffet 3:30pm - 8pm 7 Days a week? 


FREE : : ; & ‘ : A PARKING FOR 
1 Franklin SQ. Providence RI (401) 274-5560 « Junction of Eddy St & Allens Ave BUSES & 


95 South Exit 19 - Bear Right Onto Allens Ave, 500 Feet, Right Hand Side. 95 North Exit 18 - LIMOS 
Left at Bottom of Exit, 2 Miles on the Right. 








6 DECEMBER 17, 2004 ADULT SERVICES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


Escorts & TV's Welcome 


TOTAL SKIN CARE 


* Waxing 
¢ Electrolysis 
¢ Facials 
¢ Nail Care 
Feel Beautiful All Over 





HELP 
WANTED 


EREREY | Victoria 
$ Attention $ Latin Beauty 
y Girls! F 
6 Earn $a00 - $ 


$2000/day 


$ Boston's premier $ 
outcall service $ 
is looking for 


beautiful ladies. 
Safe & Professional 


617-695-1311 $ 
www.4ieg.com $ 


InTuit Escorts 
A New Upper 
Class Agency 





Women owned 
Flale me) e]=1¢-1(-16| 
escort service, 
friendly, safe, 
Je] e) elelathys 
environment; if 
you’re new to the 
business, we 
welcome you. 
Call 


617-451-0414 


for interview 


For More Info Call: 


O1-785:0505 
Ladies are you 35 
looking to be 
on the path of 
financial 
freedom than 
dook no more. 


Call for a 
confidential interview 


617-894-1368 
617-464-7278 


Exotica, 
LONE 


of content" 


I'm Nathalie, a southern beauty. 
old. Sweet sophis ec 

y. Selectively locking 
or the ame from upscale 
smooth light 


Over 70 


zones 
wi 


© gentlemen. | 
skin, and long 






5’7” 25y0 
36DD-26-36 
100% Female 
incall only 


617-501-4335 






1 the 4 ¥ 
128. Outcall ¢ 3 is _# | come play 


website. 93/1 
select locations with me' 






$ 
SEEEEE) 


aloe (g- lal ele]at-iilela) 
required 






SAMZ2-HADOONOMOMADYOUIUMATN>Y- SSE 


*No blocked calls. 


ALIN, 
978-886-3981 or 617-291-1717, AoA 


1CXO 





Everything you'll need - all in one package. 
escortreviews  sitereviews _discussionboards _livechat service guides __- video chat 


www TheEroticReview.com 


Adult Classified 











Fantasy/Fetish 


Lady Kendra 
Erotic Torture/Sensual Correc 
tion. Elaborately equipped 1400 
sf w/private playrooms/X dress 





Curious Lifestyles Meet 
Other Bi Singles Listen and 
Record Ads Free 
781-860-7441 Free code 7000 


Don’t Teli My Husband! 
Wanna Play? Wild Times 
Await 781-860-7383 
Use Free code 6000 


More Swingers than Austin 
Power's Movie Meet them by 


Phone. It’s FREE to listen 


781-860-7384 Free code 5400 
PHONE ACTRESSES 


21+ with good phone voice 
work from home 


SOMETHING FOR 
EVERYONE 


Browse and Respond FREE! 
Gay & Bi 617-423-6666 
Straight 617-338-9990 
Free Code 6554, 18+ or 





FEMALE DANCERS 
EARN UP TO $800+/wk. Must 
be 18+. Flex hrs/No exp nec 
call Chris: 


617-427-6514 
JOIN the BEST $$ 


$$ PAID DAILY $$ VERY 


WORK IN ADULT 
FILMS 


films-magazines-internet sites 
make money daily, no expri- 
ence all types and sizes 

Call Network Productions, Inc 
11am- 4 pm EST 





salon. Near Bos/NH/Worc. Now = = ¥purows nouns www.MegaMates.com BUSY! Classy, Upscale # 1 in 
available in Providence by appt. _ Experience Caitlin 800-285-8888 - NE oetere : 1-800-605-7611 

eps 617.576.8826 ™ pisces dhe PUSH A BUTTON Strictly SEX! No Games, No : Attractive Females 18+ for All 

-576- ° 18+, CC Get a Girl Committment Just Sex. — of se lcuatey! Escorts 

MAXIM'S 1-800-570-7660 EnierrRee cove ss Record and Listen toads free MO | 
i Modeling, Fantasie " 617-848-1661 781-860-7385 Free code 7300 ing, Models, Parties, Videos 
etishes, Role Playing GAY PHONE SEXIN 800-210-1010 Live Web/ Chat $$, No Exp/car XXX Retail 
508-753-3796 mri vom a nec; Flex Sched, Great for Stu- 


ht! $1 99/min 


"t -900-407-8884 


Santa’s Fantasy 


Talk is Cheap! 


New England Strip 


Ri, NH, CT, MA #1 provider 








dents, Drivers needed, Will 


train. For Discreet Int: call 





TAMPA FLORIDA 





MISTRESS KATANA Players Introducing Nasty Niki Male/female centerfold quality ANDREA (‘82 Eo te 
ay Holiday Special Text “niki” to 24824 $1.99 msg exotic dancers ("82) 857-222-5410 RESORT CONDOS 
Central B&D, bondage, re Ph S 1-888-353-1110 pair 18+ Cal Niki at 1-800-598- www.newenglandstrip.com Treasure Island Gulf View 
straints, chains & whips, fetish sisi ong ms Sarah MISS (6477) as low as .99/min 1-800-299-8311. ; LADIES!!! or clothes-optional Nudist 
s. Cross dressers cated YU MINUTES Yeo, 15+, U P P i 
right culls OF Boman. Great Abi 1-888-644-0544 1-888-266-1466 (Also hiring selectively). Eam | ee eas Cafe-Bar ee ag 
space. Beginners welcome Carrie 1-877-928-8938 Savanah WARNING WANTED EXOTIC Dancers for | tected loctoe ier eye soameasssneele ts oe hecaenat 
www.mistresskatanale.com INTIMATE CONNECTIONS 20 minutes $25, 18+, CC Internet. Free room and board Gu is rohy eh ig Sate & profes- www.FLParadise.net 
781-632-7362 1-800-805-TALK - NO TABOO ZONE Call 857-991-4399 ELITE BOSTON Z 813-949-NUDE(6833) 
8255 Seeking telephone Naughty housewives home Escort/Entertainment company > ~ ee emeeiencon li, www.Bos.Barefriends.com 
ORE Peer, (825 ) : slaves!! sina SR currently seeking attractive | 617. 1311 888-610-5657 
HEAL HORNY GIRLS : ial females, exclusive cliental, with . 
let kissit. ; 
Phone Fantasy 1-800-251-4414 For Mistress wwwletmommykissitcom Adult Employment oes ons ee easus igi sine 
LEELA IL AI LD IS al ad ¥ VIUS Ie + win w Ns d | WwW. th t (eR Ee 
Boston Hottest Sex Talk yom | 1-800-819-2389 ATTENTION CRATES sol in tone. Forsale, ound Cleaning 
1-800-811-4048 THE MEN'S ROOW Jade 1-800-445- Please be advised that some §P MWF blonde, 5'2”, 120Ibs_ will 
1-900-263-9666 1-800-618-STUD 8750 adult or oy torent pe also wanted. Contact o104, your house in the nude XXX Web 
Horny Housewives 7883 ; Women at your require an up front investment Jessica No pictures & No touching 
800 786-0397 Fron {7 to $ * aa Robin 1-866-641- Finaerti = pair 8 employment is not 617-267-0281 401-935-6157 sielliiteaeieiaholamiabid ian 
00-809-15 "184 ¢ ahh69 @ cox.net fww.abstrac phy.ne 
Intimate Connections 5155 9 . a os eraser www.abusivebondage.com 
1-800-264-DATE (3283) Jill 1-888-888-2607 Enter FREE code 5559 $$ MODELS ESCORTS $$$$$ OLE SET 
From .69c to $2.98/min18+ LOCAL BI- Boston 617-848-1661 WANTED $$ New England's #1 Rated PHONE He react — is a 
5 . ete - Se ! active able 4 www.MasterDragon.r 
Boston's Best Dating Choice GUYS SEXSOUNDS A Gothic and fetish photos ee en OPERATORS wusSrincaaiitel:netn 
: ' NTASY Seeking wome 2s ae! : av 
List@n and Record ads FREE! Call 617-848-1677 HEAR THESE XXX ANTASY “ct he na hn ns 5 pene naga ie aed tas NEEDED 
781-860-7441 Free code 6200 PERSONAL XXX beat Ries ‘ Busy escort cur- 
800-777-8000 HORNY SLUTS BEG Pr ngtincy nat rs Se Noeeetence 198 tions..Flex Schedule..incall only! tontly sone i pai wwe bostonadultdirectory.com 
CALL AMBER tree with code 6718 FOR MORE! oo nat Call 978-482-4100 answer phones & make ap- J "viding 100% FREE access 
' want to hear all yo peciaictatalons Cian’ ee : 1-800-990-9377 300% ~ poinnerns aniy. Please sit »: Escorts, Independents 
ecrets f ) 1-900-443-5222 Oo $300 +hr : between Sam-Spm tish, TS and More 
1.888.825.8860 We can help i f Satie 4 XES films are og to ESCORTS 617-438-5258 FREE upgrades to First time 
www.amberstantasyphone.co! 
18+, CC, $1.99/min 1-888-780-4998 nly 99 cer rom 2.96/min 18+ = | seas see ae Be your own boss. clients. Escorts Call 
www. redhotphone.com All major credit cards accepted io Set your awn hours. Short Full-Figured (888) 737-0469 
Coll j '  tecen ) |. Call 1-888-281-4506 now! GET PAID GASH’ SAME U KEEP 100% OF THE g ‘ 
onege Girls Gone Must be 18+, Looking for a red all 1-888 4506 now You've Got Male!! Men Meet DAY of SHOOT. No jee 4 j Women 
Wild. ie SIZZLING HOT PHONE TALK csi to ads Sought for amateur erotic WWW.NEWENGLA 
Phone sex with kinky sorority Meet Your Match Romantics " * ms rom others ost your wrestling videos. 18-45 yrs 
girls. MacKenzie and Soul Mates Local Singles 1-800-785-2833 ad free 781-861-2040 muscular legs pref., no exp NDSTRIP.COM 
1-888-855-7659 Find Each Other by Phone 1-900-263-9666 Use free code 5100 $150-$250 per hr. session 1-800-299-8311 
781-861-1101 Free code 7100 From $2.50/min 18+ 508-654-1307 


www.sororityrowphonesex.com 














In/Out 24t 


617-426-5221 
“ASIAN SHEMALE 


@ a nice time ¢ 


"617 594- pris 
*A BARBIE-DOLL 
PRE-OP* 
36C-29-36 8". 28yo blonde 
bombshell sex kitten. safe 
downtown _ location x- 


dressing * Dom. All fetishes 
& fantasies avi, In/outcall 


617-264-8896 
*Blonde Dutch Dolli* 


774-644-0439 
MA/RI area. 


*HOT AMERICAN 
SHEMALE 


Jessica, friendly, long 
legged brunette with a killer 
bubble batt, 5'9", 130Ibs, 8” 
unhurried. Selectivly Hiring 
Femailes!! Boston location 


617-947-5773 


2 BIG ONES 


Have you ever handled 2 

big ones?? Two very sexy 
yourg black TS’s w/nice 
reasts. Visiting from Mia- 
mi. TASHA & ANGELA. 20 
& 22. Looking for guys that 
are not afraid to have fun 
with 2 fully functional 9” 
$100 donation for 1. $200 
for 2. Boston area 


617-427-2458 


ALEXIS LEE 
Sexy, Asian pre-op, 5'6 
126ibs, 38D-26-36, Expe- 
rience a touch of heaven 
incall only. So. Bost location 


617-269-4551 


Asian 
She-Male CoCo 


Model/ 
dancer.5'5",115ibs,34D-24- 
35 www.cocoshemale.com 


617 306-1256 
ASIAN TS 


ae. SEE Sibo 
| CHARLENE 


aiting f 
617-254-9126 


CHOCOLATE/ 
VANILLA 
LISA& wee mere 
2 us 's visiting 
fon e hee York. 1 black, 1 
white. If you can't choose 
one than have them both. 
CUM find out why they call 

New York the 
APPLE. Avail 24/7. In/out. 


COME PLAY 
WITH A BIG ONE 


or tag 
Sexy Black TS. New in 
town from Atlanta. with a 
Big black 9”. Fully function- 
al. B cup breasts. Dresses 
sexy for all occasions. Dis- 
creet So. End loc. $100 
ial. In/Out 24/7 


special 
617-445-6455 
DAISY PRE-OP 


Experienced. No attitude. Se 
see: ee Ra ZING 
IN BEGINNERS 
617 288-2505 


y 


GORGEOUS 


HOT BRAZILIAN 
DOMINATRIX 


Visiting for short time 
Shemale 34c-24-36, 5'7", 8 
inches thick, hard core 
domination. Call for a ses- 


sion today. 
mmstresesarnira9999 @ yahoo com 


781-605-0805 


LAVINIA 
ZIL 
A BEAUTIFUL TS 


orth of Boston 


‘go. 781- 324-1419 


LIP SERVICE 
Got a Sweet tooth? 
New she-male in town 
CUM suck on my sweet 
chocolate 9” STICK. TOP 
or BOTTOM. In/Out. 24/7 

Holiday rates 
Call DIAMOND 


617-721-3378 


LISA ASIAN 
SHE MALE 


Beautiful & sweet, Voluptu- 
ous 38d-28-38. 25yrs 5'6" 
135ibs 80% repeat. IN- 
CALL ONLY 

617 566-3334 


NIGHTIME 
NOOKIE 


Do you crave something a 
little different. We have the 
solution.. TS, SHEMALES 
PRE-OPS, POST OPS, 
GAY MALES available to 
fulfill your fetishes & fanta- 
sies 24/7. IN/OUT 


617-833-5896 
PRE-OP SANDRA 


Smooth Toned, Hard Bodied | 


781-724-4463 
PRECIOUS 


617 839-3526 


Queen Clitorious 
Speaking to Her 
Subject: 


*82-781-929-7893. 
SEXY BLACK 
PRE-OP 


New in Town! 
a t in 


"647-282-0443 


SHE-MALE 
FANTASY 


Are you curious? Do you 
wanna go where you 
haven't been before. We'll 
take u to that place of 
dreams & fetish fulfillment. 
We feature your bi-sexual, 
shemales pre * post op’s 
fantasies. Give us a call. 

Always Selectively Hiring. 


617-833- 


STICK SUCKER 
New she-male in town. 
Ready to STICK & LICK. /'ti 
a ay, type of et in/ 


WELL HUNG - 

LIKE A HORSE 
Sexy young black TS Tiffa- 
ny in town visiting from 
FLA. 9” ff. 32b, 5'7" 150Ibs. 
if you have what it takes to 
ap with the BIG one. 

PLAY Avail 24/7. in/ 
out. < Rory area. 


00 donation 
617-938-1219 
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Book Now & Have One of Our Models for that Special Party! 


www.tempu.com 
Selectively Hiring!! 


1-800-698-8829 617-742-1608 
Season’s Greetings! 


Gorgeous 
Petite 
Shemale 


19yo 5’3” 110Ibs. Located in Burlington 


Tabatha (617)388-9484 


JUST BACK IN TOWN 
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PHOENIX 


Ba 
Escorts 





!!PRO MASSAGE 
SERVICE 
Our young Aten gis gre 


"Oseret earg 


10am- mat Tan a week 


617-372-4199 


“A MALE 
ENCOUNTER” 


"617-782-4499 
“A HANDSOME 
“ITALIAN BOY” 


z It 
shape sensual Tiassageé 
to man. Danie 


617- 536-691 7 


“ASIAN 


CRYSTALS 
BOSTON 
Come meet a woman who 
is Sexy, professional & ex- 
otic for the much needed 
massage & relaxation you 
seek. 10am-10pm. 7 days a 


weer 
617-426-4049 
"BORED BRIDE”! 


~ 781 710 1088 
“BRONZE BLONDE 
ao MAN'S d an bie 

617-938-8103 
"CANDI” 





” 603-470-8651 
“CARA 19yrs” 


e one Ol 


617- near ot 


“CARLY 45 yrs” 





617-540-4015 
“DEEP THROAT” 
~ 508 371 4141 
“FANTASY 
"617-713-0201 
"FortuneNOOKIE”! 





'617 729 4040 
“LYNSEY’S 
_ ESCORTS” 


19-45 available for y 





hroughout MAMCIVISA 
617-742-8662 
877-353-0343 


yt tree 


"ORIENTAL 
MASSAGE’ 
Enjoy complete relaxation 
with our beautiful Asian 
Stall 7 days a week. 10am- 
10pm. Downtown Boston 

area 


857-205-4246 
617-785-9662 








nar 








“POLER EXPRESS”! 
ae CS oF Warm 


umncuddie!! Rt 1/ 128" 


” 617 648 0102 


#1 ASIAN 


MASSAGE 
QUINCY 
Sweet lovely young girls 
Table shower, shampoo 
Best full body massage 
Everyday 10am-10pm 


857-829-2723 


#1 BEAUTIFUL 
DANCERS 


QUINCY 
Young sexy Asian girl who 
will make your whole body 
HOT!! She'll satisfy your 
fantasies by giving you a 
hot body massage & show- 
er w/a smooth touch. 
9:00am-11:00pm 
718-801-6463 


#1 BOSTON 
ESCORT 


LADIES of Boston/Miami 
Here to salisfy your per- 
sonal pleasure. 2 girl 
shows. bachelor parties. 
from $125 & up. Starting 
rates $125. in/out. 24/7. No 
& So. Shore. Now Hiring 
ASK about our 15 minute 
INCALL SPECIAL 
€°82-617-435-9630 


#1 MASSAGE 
WATERTOWN 
Japanese & Asian girls do 

the best traditional 

massage for you. Enjoy & 

relax every day 
10am-11pm. 


617-928-0880 





#1 QUINCY 

Oriental Massage 
Best full body 7 
beautiful Asian girls. Table 
shower. Body shampoo to 
Releive your stress. Enjoy 
& relax everyday. 


617-259-5729 


ORIENT 
EXPRESS 





The Original featuring Chioe 
INDEPEDENT ASIAN ESCORT 
Outcail only. 24/7 


Gentleman only!! 


617-437-9226 


$100.00 DATES 
IWOUTCALLS 24/7 
Outcalls in boston area only 
Incalls are located 10 min- 
utes north of Boston. Full 
service with a smile 


*82-646-852-4124 





$40 MASSAGE 


Sensual therapeutic mas- 
sage. Release the built up 
of stress and tension. IN 
MY BRA AND PANTIES 
OR TOPLESS. Ask about 
my IN-CALL LOCATION. 
Longer sessions take prec- 


edence 
*82-617-233-6572 


$75 BARBIE 
SPECIAL 
INCALL ONLY. 
Guarenteed Good 
Time. Ask for 
Barbie. 
in/out 24/7 
*82-646-852-4124 


$DREAM GIALS 
Young beautiful 
New girls e 
10 a 

NCY 
*82 617-828-5693 


$MODEL ZONE 
Join the lovely Asian. stars 
in your own personal 








LIPS & HIPS 


49" Asian American wia 
golden complexion and 
body to die for. She's a 
master at working her lips & 
hips. Cum get the workout 


you crave. 
617-953-2047 


(UNWRAP THIS 
GIFT 


Come and experience a 
woman sexier than you can 
ever imagine with her sim 
petite body and wonderful 
curves. Have every wish 
and fantasy completed dur- 
ing the holidays. In/Out 


$2(617) 259-7578 


(OLD ENOUGH 2 
KNOW 


Young enough to do 


58" 125, 34C-22-34. Wild 
ltalian with big green eyes 
has Sex appeal with So- 
phistication. Are u UP for 


the challenge 
*82 617-833-8040 


*REDHEADED 
REMDEER 


781-289-9846 
“CHINESE 
BEAUTY 
Sweet beauty 
satisfies your 
fantasy. QUINCY 
*82 617-828-5693 


“ORIENTAL 
ATTRACTION 


Sweet & lovely young 
providing you full protes: 
sional massage. Enjoy & 
relax everyday. 10am- 
lipm. 7 days a week 


617-739-2763 





*Ashley in 
Providence* 
Blonde Bombshell. 27, 5'9, 
115!bs, 32D. “Genuine* 
pictures at: http://home- 
town.aol.com/ashleyinri/ 
For discreet encounters & 

total fulfillment. 


774-451-1258. 





*AWESOME* 
BLACK MALE 


m Raheim, 24y 145ibs. 
oh 


hung tog 





"617-277-9987 


“BUSTY ITALIAN 

RENEE 
Volup 100% ftalian brunette 
with tongue ring & 38DD’s. 
Let her LIPS make you 
Quiver. She can please 
any man. 2 girl specials 
avail 


857-991-6748 


*CHINESE 
SWEETIES* 
Sweet & reserved 
Chinese girls 
known to E 
amaze & sooth. 
IN/OUT 
SOMERVILLE 
617-839-0641 


*DELIAHAH* 





Beautiful busty brunette. 36C- 
34. Long dark brown hair 
Friendly. Like to have a good 


~~ (508) 337-5908, 
(508) 345-5812 


‘ISYS 
Lil black nympho who like 
to be spanked, teased & 
pleased. Wanna come join 
the tun?? 24/7 
tn/Out. 


SELECTIVELY HIRING 
617-319-6533 














*ORIENTAL 
BEST MASSAGE 


Mass turpike exit 17. 


A ments available 
from 10am-11pm daily 


617-969-6030 


*PENTHOUSE PET* 


3} Natura’ 


Breasts, a Kickin’ White J-LO 


Butt, & Fu 


~ 781 297-7173 


*Relaxation 
Station 
Oriental Sweet and Lovely 
young girls give you the 

best & soft massage. 
10am- ca 7 days a week 


oF Appt 
61 7-247-5908 


*SUPERGIRLS 


arts NUMB. In/out. 24/7 
Selectivly hiring 


*82-617-233-6572 


*SWEET TOUCH* 
We provide sweet & beau- 
titul young Oriental girl 

institute pain re- 
lief. Full body relaxation for 
men & women, 11am-9pm. 
incall 


appt 
617-739-5116 


*WET & WILD 


Exotic ladies always available 4 
20-30yo. 


all occasions 
HIRING!! Verified outcalls only 


617-319-7515 


+ALLURING 


BEAUTY 
Blonde bombshell 19 years, 
young portioned like a god- 
dess tall slender 5 7 110 
pounds 34c 23 33 long 
Sexy legs incall at 128 and 
masspike connector. & so 
shore. OUTcalls boston 
and ~~ 


617-499-6906 


+ASIAN HOTTIE 
Sweet & sexy 24 yo 5'5” 
36c-24-36 w/long black hair 
pr you comfort in a 
private & discreet setting 
Close to downtown & T, Let 
ASIA LING fulfill your 


fantasies 
617-427-3794 





+FINGER LICKIN 
GOOD 


Barley legal college girls 
feady to make you CUM 
back for more. See what a 
laste of Heaven truly is. Call 
now!! 

Now in Boston area 


407-694-3798 





” 


.U, 
FOOTBALL STAR 
22 yo hot Black Male 
{TOP). 10° uncut, Natural 
smooth, Suburban Mind. 
City MEAT. Chisled body 





3 Locking owe at far 
tasies realty, invOut. 24/7 
117-567-6272 

















1st Class Top Shelf! 
None Compare & Ready to 
LILY- New GFE ! Tall 

y, Blonde and Wild 









Lips Pleasing YOU is our #1 
Pri jority with the Largest Selec 
ti ot Ladies Wo ridwide! Ca 
ALL your needs IN or 
4/7 * Parties and All 





urvesusa.com 


A BEAUTIFUL 
ASIAN GIRL 


in town starting 11/11 
Great company. Fun time 
The highiite of your: 

617-661-2438 


A CHRISTMAS ELF 
Tall blonde 5’7” 
34B-26-36 wifirm 

athletic figure. 

Unrushed sessions 

617-233-1087 


A SPECIAL 
CLOSENESS 
ALISON. 9am-6pm 
M-F 
781-458-0491 


A WINTER 


MASSAGE 

QUINCY 
ro this Christmas sea- 

ing something. dif- 
forent for yoursell meeting 
fong hair young Asian col- 
lege beauties by happy 
chance, In our dim room. 
soft music, nice talk, great 
hands that will give you a 
magica! touch. having good 
time. Christmas only 
Please call for an appt 
Open Gam-10pm. 7 days a 


eek 
617-770-4816 








**PAULA* 


Busty Brunette with long hair 
40yrs Patient & experienced, |'ll 
take my time so you enjoy your 
time with me-, Discreet. Vert 
outcalls 


(978)-681-8666 
AAA ESCORTS 


Sweet & sexy BU college stu 
dents looking to earn tuition 
Visual guarantee. Pretty in the 
FACE. SLIM in the WAIST. Cail 
for Incall location. 


*82-617-905-2627 


ABSOLUT 10 
My hair. My lips, My legs, 
My face, My chest and even 
my feet. Very discreet. The 
title says it all, Now it is your 
turn to call. Invoutcalls 
*82-617-833-8059 


ABSOLUTELY SEXY 
Hot Asian girl 5'6” 34C-24-36 
from Florida. Let's frolic & play 
together! incall only Call LILY 


*82-617-451-1312 





ADDICTIVE 
— 


kell 57 

" go hazel 
ag ' She'll have you 
CUMing back for more. In/ 
out 


781-720-9327 
AFTER DARK 


617-451-0414 
outcall 


www.afterdarkescoris.net 


ALEXA 
Absolutely’ Sexy girl of 


*82-617-501-1642 


ALL AMERICAN 
GIRL 


57” Long blonde hair. 36c-24 
32. Live the American Dream 
Servicing North & South shore 
& Boston 


*82 617-938-8103 


Upscale location in/out 


22-34. Al 
Lingerie & heels In/Out 












ALL WRAPED UP 
SANTA CLAUS comes 
once a year but you can 
CUM 6days a week to his 
workshop if you like. 2 pe- 
tite brunettes await your 
holiday PACKAGE that 
they want to take their 
time to UNWRAP. 


978-453-2330 





ALORA 
Alluring, busty, blue-eyed 
blonde, great legs, 39 yrs 
young, firm, friendly and 
fun! 


617-527-2564 





ALYNA 
Exotic Hawaiian girl ready 
to fulfil all your fantasies. 
Hot 26 yrs $'7” 130 Ibs 
40C-26-36 tanned & ned 
le. Down town 
Gon INGALLONLY. 





19yo 5° 110lbs, 348-24-26 
Very flexable. In/OUT. No/ 
SO Shore area. Selectivly 


hiring 
857-891-9530 





AMERICAN LADY 
KATHLEEN 

Tall tan ftalian doll, 5°8" 36- 
24-36. Servicing Upscale 
gentlemen who enjoy extra 
comfort and time with a 
women who will let you ex: 
plore your deepest Fanta- 
sies & fetishes. in/OUT 
South shore area. 

Now hiring 





Rein U KINKY? 






vatural 


978-869-1314 


BEAUTIES 
New girls every 
10 days. 

the 
Malden & 
No.Shore area 
*82-617-259-5523 


ASIAN GODDESS 





Young Petite 34d natural. I'm 
like SILK feel 4 yourself 
Lingerie & heels. In/Out. 24 


978-869-1314 


ASIAN 
JAPANESE GIRL 
Young & Sassy 
Explore your fantasies. 
In/Out Calls 7 days a week. 
617-283-3153 


ASIAN LUST 
Let me take a ride on your 
PONY. Cail Jenny for your 
Chinese pleasure. 5'4” 36c- 
23-34. 24/7. in/Out, 

617-233-4643 





ASIAN MASSAGE 
NASHUA NH 
In/OUT 10am- 


11 
$82-617-777-1647 









shor: 


3 0 DE ‘$8 34D- 


to get hot and 
lf you been a b ed a 
spanking or 
mood for a di 





ATTENTION! 


Sexy Sorority Girl king te 


get wild w 
sexiest cc 
about two gi 


617-279-9305 


AUSTRALIAN 
COURTNEY 


New in town 





HOP “Be ep. Ca 
*82-617- 233-6913 


BEAUTIFUL 
BRUNETTE 


ancers body 
19 yo § 1 32 
deserve the best. In/Out 


617-721-2465 
BELINDA 


27yo Extremely attractive long 

haired blond 2S 
Petite & shapely. N 
Or MEGHAN Ac 
American lady 
Au 








sic Irish 


ity & in 





978-682-7776 
BEST MASSAGE 


A candle light massage in a 
ge private setting 
By appointment only 
617-354-8828 


BLACK BEAUTY 
& BRAZILIAN 
GODDESS 


Gina & Jada 
774-274-6799 


BLACK MALE 





Magaz shhalrels 


"781 eee 


BRAZILIAN 
BOMBSHELL 


Petite Latina hotty, in/out 
24/7, Boston & So. Shore 
area. Dom, fantasy & fetish. 
Private Dance shows. no 
private calls. 


617-407-1095 





BRAZILIAN SLUT 
Ready to do what turns me 
on?? Il let you LICK & 
STICK until you bust. Call 





BREAK ME IN 
TRINA 18yo brazili pauty 
56. 130lbs 3 okir 








*82-61 7-567-6272 


BRIGHTON 
MASSAGE 
CENTER 
New Asian girls every 10 
days. Open 7 days a week 


10am-1ipm 
857-991-3476 


BROOKLINE 
MASSAGE 
CENTER 


All Asian girls. Fresh faces 
every week. Open 10am- 


‘11pm daily. 
617-938-1821 








CALIFORNIA 
DREAM 


Meet this dirty blonde. Long 
legged valley girl. Green eyes 
36c. All your dreams can be 
found in this one girl 


*82 617-827-6972 


CAPE COD 
CARRIE & NIKKI 
NIKKI new to business- She 
speaks your language 
CARRIE- Tall sexy brunette 
providing full GFE. in/out 


857-204-0420 


CARAMELA 


ome and taste the sweet body 
far 
4" 115ibs 


of Carmela ( 
place of pure bliss. 5 
34B-22-32 


*82 617-259-7578 





go to a 


CARIBBEAN 
FIESTA 
Cum indulge in the Party. 


617-833-8039 


CAROLYN 
Visiting for short time 
Enjoy the the ultimate Girl- 
friend experience. Classy 
35 yo 55° 36D-26-36 
blonde, curvy in ail the right 
places! Verifiable In/Out 

No block phone-numbers 


781-226-1679 
CHERRI 


Hot juicy babe. let's have fun. 
Massage, fetishes & no games 


Incall only. 24/7 


508-577-3633 


CHINA DOLL 
All the time! Beautiful girls, 
looking to Cum take you 
away. 
Call 24hrs for an appt. 


*82-617-833-8040 


CHINESE GIRL 
Prompt service. 
rll take my time 
for you. 
ALLSTON 
617-828-2950 


CHRISSY 


24yrs, sweet & sexy 
Route 1 at my suite 


617-899-2172 


CHRISTMAS 
COOKIE 


Meet this beautiful hot, young 





discreet clas: 
legs 36c 
tubs available 
JINGLE back in your BELLS!! 


"82 617-827-6972 
CMT 


Chinese massage therapy. 
Different Chinese girls to 
choose. trom. Experience 
the Best Massage in 
Boston. Four hand mas- 





857-891 “9779 


BUTTERFLY 
A beautiful woman of many 
exotic attributes; Quite 
busty, talented sexy skills, 
graceful sweet smile & pret- 
ty face. She is vibrant, gor 
geous with an erotic temi- 
nine side that guarantees 
immortal desire. All natural 
34D-24-34, 25YRS. old w/ 
ethnic dark brown hair. Now 
Serving sensational erotic 
menu of genuine hot 
pleasures! 


""§2-978-335-5255 





COME PLAY 


WITH A BIG ONE 
DARNELL 

20yo Sexy Black Male. 5'7" 
155lbs. Has a 6 pack & a 
10° THAT WILL ATTACK. 
Serving male customers 
only. Disereet So. End Joc. 
$100 special. in/Out 24/7 


617-427-2458 

















ng 
s. Hot oil body 
Let me put the 
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CRISSY 


Beautiful dirty blond wait 


to RUB YOU ALL OVE 
AND SEND YOU OVER 
THE TOP! Petite, young 
and tons of funt!! 

In/Out 


617-304-8349 


D’s!! 
36DD all Natural. 19yo 
Sexy beautiful college coed. 
5'4" 36DD-22-34. On my 
KNEES Ready to PLEASE. 
I'l take my time. Topless 
Massage. TINA. 24/7 
$25 half-hour special 


617-905-9762 





nies BLONDE 


Out. No. Shore area - 
617-319-7385 


EBONY & IVORY 
This mix is like CREME in 
your HOT CHOCOLATE. 2 

young hot college students 
ready to please. in/out. 24/ 


781-720-9327 





EBONY 
ESSENCE 


Daytime delight 21yo coed 
5'5° 125ibs 36D discreet re- 
laxed, safe, unhurried, Also 
avail w/a. she-male com- 
panion. Backbay area. in/ 
out 


Heather 
617-437-1773 








EGYPT 
Body of a gymnast 
Come & experience an 
erotic moment with a sexy 
Indian/Brazilian goddess 
who will make your dreams 
and desires come to life 

with the tough of Egypt. 


inOut. 
*82(857) 222-8029 









EGYPTIAN AKASHA 


LBS. Long black 
hair, GFE & GREEK. Call for In- 
Call location 


*82-617-233-6913 
ELEGANT 


Lovely ladies for gentlemen 
only. In/out, Season's Greetings 
to all our patrons. 

NOW HIRING! 


*82 978-239-4807 
ELITE BOSTON 


Escort/Entertainment company 
is currently seeking attractive 
females, exclusive cliental, with 
an opportunity to earn S$CASHS$ 
daily. We guarantee the best 
split in town. Female owned 
Drivers also wanted 


Contact Jessica 


617-267-0281 
ELVA 


New in town young 
stunning 23 yr tina God- 
dess 34C-22-36 5'3", 115ibs 
from NYC Short stay 





617-427-9996 


MASSAGE 


Relax & release with a rest- 
ful body massage. Topless 


. bg Call Cassie, 24/7. 


“Gata sn 


EVERYTHING U 


NEED 
coco 


A Chocolate bombshell. 34DD 
24-34 with a 
like Pamela Lee. Long legs like 
TYRA BANKS. Beautiful like 
Naomi campbell. You will not 
be dissapointed. Ask about my 
15 MIN SPECIAL 


J Lo ass. Breasts 


INCALLS at No. Station 


*82-443-904-2030 


~ EXOTIC 
BEAUTIES 
eeling stress?? Let 
‘we oa 
Gestalet- Ds 
shows, 








mn 











i 


most of MA & 
617-959-7011 


peacn Is ; the sweetest < 


182-617-201-3046 














EXOTIC 
LATIN/ 
MEDITERRIAN 
BLONDE 
Indulge in the 
ultimate fantasy 


36ddd-27-38, all 
natural, all firm. 
all yours. In/out. 
Call Butterfly. 
Selectivity 


www. vanessabutt 
617-970-2711 


FANTASY 


ISLAND 
MISTRESS MELINDA 
LYNN IS BACK!! 
Come role play in an erotic 
conan Full CD. 

panking. Bos- 
fon area x locaton 


617-872-0125 


FAR EAST FOX 
19yo 5” Asian Fox. 348-24- 
26 witong hair. CUM catch 
her tail. IOUT. No/SO 
Shore area. Selectivly hir- 


”” 647-458-1108 


Gentleman's Club 

Class & Sensuality com- 

bined. Experience the 

ultimate in escort service & 

extravagance of beautiful 

women that fulfill any man’s 
nv Ww 





GEORGIA PEACH 


bi HOT & parece young 








GIRLS GIRLS GIRLS 


White, Brazilian, Egyptian. Nu- 
bian & SUB DOM. They are all 
here!! No girls unde 2: 
Choose the girl of your 
Incall only 
area. Selectivly hiring 






*82-617-233-2264 


GOLDEN 
TEMPTATION 


California blende. Tanned 

tonned, with all the 1 

curves. The Girls. from 

west are the best. In/outcall 
617: 





HAWAIIAN LEAH 
Straight from beaches of 
Oahu. In/out. 52" Ex- 
otic beauty -20-34 wi 
black hair, infOUT, No/SO 
Shore area. Selectivly Hir- 


” 617-304-0613 
857-891-9530 


HEADMASTER 
Candy 18yo swedish blond 
55 115 lbs 34C-24-34 
Cum in my mouth not my 
hand satisfaction guaran- 
teed. IN/OUT. 24/7 


617-567-6272 
Hello KITTY!!! 


Sinful n Seductive ABBR 





smo ME wi 93N/495 








Allston/Brighton 


HORNEY HONEY 
BLONDE 
Tight, Young, WET 2 
Blonde waitin on).99.29 


while it's HOT. Outcalls 
Early Bird Specials 


*82-781-354-9721 


Hot Asian Girls 
Beautiful, young 
e are waitin 


tor ‘ou, IN/O' 
ae 10 da 
(617) 304-2061 


HOT BODY 


*82-617-201-3046 


| SWALLOW 
Busty Brazilian beauty. It 
will be quite a treat when | 
JERK your MEAT. 24/7. in/ 





,_(SLAND sy tlongll 


essior 
es 8 SMALL F 


Ask for Mercedes 


617-899-9346 
ITALIAN TINA 


18yo 5’ 20ibs. 36C-24 


g to ERUPT al 
Full 
service with a smile. CUM get it 


nly 





24 with “THICK 


providing the satisfaction a fu 





antee. Cail for incall | ycation 


*82-617-233-6304 
JOY OF TOUCH 


Allow yourself to experi- 
ence the pleasure of a sen- 
sual, nuturing, loving mas- 
sage by a beautiful woman. 
Somerville area. 





KALI 


18yo College Freshman 
Honey Brown eyes. 54” 





KINKY 
SCHOOLGIRL 
hot wild blonde 


18 5'4" 110 


creet se’ 


781. 975-01 07 


LATIN BEAUTY 
Every fantasy & desire 
Starts here. Hot Sexy young 
& petite. 53" 36c-21-34 
Cail STACY. 24/7. tn/Out. 

617-869-0362 


LEISURE 


STATION 
COMM AVE. 
Come try the Best Asian oil 
massage. We will provide a 
miraculous cure with an en- 
joyment of ease & comfort 
Open Sam-1ipm 7 days a 


week 
617-388-3843 





LOADED GUNS 
Do you constantly craves 
man 2 man fun. Our fellows 


will keep you CUMING 
back for more. 
617-833-5896 





LOLLIPOP 
ESCORTS 


Variety of ladies waiting to give 
you sticky sugar. CUM Give us 
a LICK. Selectively hiring. in/out 
calls 24/7 


617-304-8349 
LONG LEGS 


GFE 5'11° dark Blonde, 36D 
24-34 130lbs. 24 y.o 
tion, X dress or fetish piay 
incalls and OutCalts 


Domina 


617-817-3707. 


www Jnistressamara.com. 


with Tara! 
Experience! 38D0 26 37.. 5'10 
My pl. 95/93 Split. S Shore 


LOOKING 4 
SOME CASH?? 


Need money for the holi- 
days?? We are currently 


hiring attractive females be- 
tween 18-25 to work. Gall 
to schedule an appt. 


"2-617-201-3046 
MAKE ME PURR 


Petite 110ibs. 21yo Italian 
with blonde hair. Looking 
for the night person to sat- 
isfy my sexual appetite. In/ 
out. 24/7. Meow!! 


978-390-1192 


"617-427-9399 
MASHA 





61 7-685-0198 | 


MILK CHOCOLATE 


sland gir with nerfect 


r aste the wonders a ; 
bring. 5'4” 115 lbs 34B-22-32 
*82 857-222-8029 
Mistress 
Precious 
Ht you been a bad boy and 
are in need of a spanking 


Look no further | am 

here to dicipline you | spe- 
Cialize in Domination, water 
sports, brown showers, 
Strap on training, X-dress- 
ing. 24/7 in/out 


617-567-6272 


NATURAL DD's 


New in town. I'll fulfill every 


Call LINDA. 24/7. in]Out 
617-388-2972 


EVERYDAY 
10am-10pm 


617-964-1948 


NEW NAUGHTY 
NYMPHO 


Ne-Shore Location 
Vanessa, A Sexy Blonde 
blue-eyed. Voluptuous Vix- 
en 38DD-27-38 Built 2 
Please. Tiffany, A Hot 
Young Redheaded 
reen-eyed sweetie 34C- 
4-36 All Fetishes Available 
IN/OUT 
617-970-2711 


www vanessabuttertly.com 





NH RELIEF 
Gorgeous 5°10" blonde, 
124ibs, offering erotic & 
sensual full body massage 
Very intelligent & articulate. 
Outcalis 24/7 


NH ONLY 
*82 603-661-2758 





NIGHTMOVES 
All. calis from $125 & up 
in/out. 24/7. No. & So 





NORTHSHORE* 
INCALLS 


Forget about the stresses of the 
day, our lovely ladies are ready 
to show you gentlemen a good 
time!! HAPPY ENDINGS 
GUARANTEED 


978-531-8550 
OPEN ME NOW"!!! 


Warm n’ Fuzzy..Soft n’ Cuddly 


Cumonova n Ring your Bells 


The total GFE+ 


508-371-4141 





LOOSE & WILD 








ORIENTAL 
ANGEL 


100% full service 
Young & beautiful. Sweet & 
Lovely. Enjoy & retax w/a 


*82-617-259-5523 


PERFECT 10 
New in town Brazilian Cut- 
ie. Sexy from head to toe. 
Real HOT & HORNEY. 
5'7” 34c-22-32. Cali JAZ. 
24/7. In/Out. 

617-905-4221 


PETITE & SWEET 
Luscious long dark hair 
beauty w/waist length hair. 
Exquisitely shaped body. 
Tight & toned. 34b-24-34. 
Always a great time. So 


pop. 
lectively hiring. in/out calls 
24/7 


PLUS SIZE 
BEAUTY 


Big girls have more fun 
Busty submessive 
$100 donation 
781-596-0473 


MASSAGE 


CENTER 
Our cute Asian girls do the 
professional massage for 
you. Enjoy & relax every 
day open 10am-11pm 


617-472-9896 
RASPBERRY 


19yo S$ Americ an hottie 





WIPE your me when your fin 
ished. OutCall only. 24/7 


*82-617-201-3046 
RATED X- 
CLUSIVE 

617-833-8039 


The only call you need to 
make. LADIES AVAIL 24/7. 


by sweet er. pores 
erg -" 24/7. In- 





617.91 
SCHOOLZZZ OUT!!! 


town and so 





L var 
play y place..1 28N/ ia “3N 


781 795 4025 
SECRET DELIGHTS 


You have the KEY to my 
SECRET BOX. CUM & see if 


r GIANT KEY fits. OutCall 
"82-617 201-3046 


SENSUAL 
HOTTIE 


Endowed with jaw drop- 
























and REALLY 


Youll have to 


SEXY & SASSY 





“*82 1-508-802-0129 


SEXY CALI BLONDE 


Blue-Eyed Russian/Italian 
m SWEET to the taste a 
SOFT to the t 1 


*82 1-857-204-3222 
SEXY N SAUGUS 
PASSION is my name. Sat 
isfaction is my game. 21yo 
5'3" 34b-22-33. 100!bs. 
+a 1. Outcall Eastem 


617-499-6906 





FEMALE 
FANTASY 


Why not have the best of 
both worlds?? Black. 19yo 
shemale. 21yo female. Ful- 
fill your fantasy. Love to 
have a 3some. Discreet So. 
End location. in/out 24/7 


617-938-1219 


SINFULLY SEXY 
Long-legged 
Blonde, firm 

bubble buns w/ 

athletic figure. 

S7”, 3968-26-36. 


inrushed ses: 


617-233- 1087 


SLUTTY YOUNG 
HAWAIIAN 
College gift ready to get 
loose & wild. 2 girt specials. 
Cail sina incall am. 








ywn..My £ 


“617 694 9990 


ASIAN TOUCH 
CUM relax & release withis 
Chinese beauty. Let ee 
hands 
it EXPL 
Incalls only. 


$50 Holiday special 
617-980-9753 


your body ti 
S. Jen. 24/7 





STRAWBERRY 
Byo RIPE & READY female 
ith Juices ) Sweet you can 


wil 
laste it thr igh ut the ey 
4c 





SUZY 
Petite Asian 5’-2” 
106 Ibs. 34B-22-32 
Dimensions 100% 
Guaranteed. 
Indepedent Escort. 
Outcall only. 24/7. 


Gentleman only!! 


617-424-1480 


SWEET SEXY 
NYMPHO 


18y0 Swedish blonde col- 


lege student. IN/OUT. 24/7 





SWEET SO. BELL 
From 12/15-12/22 
Attractive, educated, 


36C-26-36. Fantasies & fet- 
ishes provided. Please call 
for tncait location. Photos 
on request 


Eve 
919-559-9919 


SYDNEY 


en N TOWN!! 


in/Out N 


978-335-5143 
TAILORED 


"401-482-6969 


TAIWAN 


DREAMS 
BEST ASIAN 
MASSAGE. 
METRO BOSTON, 
NO. SO. SHORE. 
$80 donation. 
617-818-6251 


TATIANA 
Fresh yet sizzling busty 
Latina. X film star 
New in town! Outcall only 
24/7. $1000 p/hr 





TOPLESS 


MASSAGE 
$35 special 
By a 18yo Brazilan beauty. 
24/7. Incalls only. 
Call Kristina 
617-918-3874 


515° 170 38c. Dirty blonde 
hair blue eyes looking to 
have fun discreet service 
24/7. incall only. $100 
Ready & willing to do 
EVERYTHING. Other sexy 
playmates avail for sensual 
massges, dom, 2 girl shows 
& exclusive lingerie model- 


ing 
617-980-1770 





TRIPLE THREAT 


Thin Busty & Beautiful 


Baywatch 





a) SOL 


ARIA 


617-279-9305 


VANILLA DELIGHT 


36D-26-36, 135l0s 


t skinne: 






ips & hig 
* 617-592-1590 
VICTORIA ** LATIN 
BEAUTY 


yrs old 5'7 36DD-26-36. Gor 


yeous. Incalls only 
617-501-4335 





INTERLUDE 








Brazilian and Italiar 


Cum get a 


Asian Weliness 
Center 





"781-324-6888 
Chinese Style 


The best Massage pres 
sure point Qi Gong for re 


laxation. Near Chinatown 


617-669-5357 





ne 


adies of Eden 


By appts. only 617-939-6346 


MAN 2 MAN 
RUBDOWN 
Tull Dody Massag nta 


"781-223-5343 
MASSAGE 


Chinese massage for your 


relaxation 


617-777-7082 
NUDE MASSAGE 





781-458-0080 


Honesty is our 
only policy 


Premiere has fj 


escorts. 


preferred, 
no exp. 
y) necessary, No 
transportaion 
needed 





|617.848.5918| 
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FRIENDS 


Friends in Boston, one 
of New England's finest 
escort services is 
currently seeking a 
small number of ladies 
between the ages of 
25-35. You must 
be attractive, 
sophisticated, literate, 
motivated, dependabie, 
well spoken & fun to be 
with. No experience is 
neccesary. For an 
interview please call 
us or send an email to 
recruiting@ friendsinboston.com 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
10AM-12MIDNIGHT ® WALK-INS WELCOME 


76 Derry St. Providence, RI 


DRY SAUNA, TABLE SHOWERS, 
STEAM SAUNA, BODY SCRUB 


Directions: 
From 95 South Exit 23 sleft at Ist light onto Admiral «left at next light 


Pleasant 


Massage Therap 


88 Pleasant St.,Pawtucket,R.I. 
401-728-1700 


Full Steam Room & Dry Sauna 
Body Shampoo + Bodywork 


Swedish & Shiatsu Massage 
Open 9AM to 11PM 7 Days A Week « On Street Parking 


Come treat your body right... 
© Dry Sauna 
BS © Body Shampoo 
&_—®@ Oriental Style Body Rub 


PRIVATE PARKING & ENTRANCE IN BACK 


AUR T ee) 


375 Admiral Street, 
=z Providence, Ri mE 


onto Whipple One Block stake left on Oregon 
From 95 North Exit 23 State Offices -bear right on Orms ¢take a right 
on Douglas first right on Whipple «right on Oregon behind building 
Take a right before the cab company 


Starting Nov. 8th * Limo Service Available 


(401) 351-1611 


PRIVATE PARKING 


DOWNTOWN SPA 


Same Bidg as Custom House Tavern 
@ STEAM & DRY SAUNA 


* BODY SHAMPOO 
® RELAXATION MASSAGE 


iB 


WZ. 


From Providence-Take Exit 28-Right off Ramp to School 

Street. Take Right at first light onto Division St. At 2nd light 

take Right onto Pleasant St. 

From Boston-Take Exit 27-Take Right onto George St. 

First Right onte East‘Ave Ramp. wget get a8 . 
at Base of hill onto Pleasant St. 


Walk-Ins Welcome! 


Gon 353-5100 
Swedish Shiatsu ¢ Body Scrub S 
“ | LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPISTS 
1410 Rear Mineral Spring Ave. North Providence, RI 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ¢ WALK-INS WELCOME 


From 95N, Take exit 23 to Rte. 146 to the Mineral Spring Ave 


¢ WALK IN SERVICE 
¢ OPEN 7 DAYS 


From 95S, Take exit 24 (Branch Ave.), take Right onto Branch 
Ave, go 7 lights to Woodward Rd. and take a right. Go to end of 
Woodward to Mineral Spring Ave - 

e STARTING NOVEMBER 8TH - 
CALL FOR DETAILS e SSRI I fo 


°e UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT AND NEW STAFF ¢ 


(401 ) 553-5800 Stairs & elevator available 


One Custom House Street 4 Floor Providence RI 


| <a) @ | ames 
Zon 


WANSKUCK WELLNESS | 
CENTER 


Bodywork ¢ Reflexology 
Accupressure * Dry Sauna 
Steam Sauna * Showers & Fitness 


Directions 


nile the yht 
From 95S: Take Branch Avenue exit 2 


ee 4g Re a 
§ 401-831-8818 ry iesous 


DOWNCITY SPA 


Body Rub ¢ Body Shampoo ¢ Dry Sauna ¢ Showers 
Walk-in Service 


Directions: 
From 1-95 Southbound 


Take exit 21 - Atwells Ave. 
Turn Left on Atwells Ave. 
Turn Left on Fountain St. 
Turn Right on Dorrance St. 
Turn Right on Westminster St. 


From 1-95 Northbound 


Take exit 21 - Service Road #8 
Turn Right on Broadway 

Turn Left on Fountain St. 

Turn Right on Dorrance St. 
Turn Right on Westminster St. 


NOW HIRING cIvigggaTeR 


RI Licensed Massage Therapist 


oY ps . aah 
Licensed Nail Techni! 


214 Westminster Street {st Floor, 
Providence Rl 


(401) 27493773 
& (401) 27494774 


#204 Next to Dress 
Barn, across from 
Mama Theresa’s & 
Remi’s Nightclub. 
Parking 1/2 block away, 
near Dunkin Donuts. 


a 
io) 


www.exoticazone.com ; * 


exit, take Left onto Mineral Spring. Building is on corner of 
Mineral Spring and Woodward Rd. 


building is on the left. - 


LIMO SERVICE AVAILABLE. 


770 N.Main Street « Providence 
Open 7 Days a week 10am to Midnight 


¢ Dry Sauna ¢ Steam Sauna 
¢ Body Rub ¢ Walk-in Service Exit 24 
* Body Shampoo pryden 
DIRECTIONS: From Boston: 95 S To Exit 
24, Left onto Branch Avenue, Right onto 
N. Main St., Right onto Livingston St. Livingston St. 
From Providence: 95 N To Exit 24, Right alters. PS 
onto Branch Avenue, Right.onto N. Main Plaza 
St., Right onto Livingston St. 


Branch Ave. 


Mechanic 
Ave. 


}881)S WeW YON 


® 
- 
c 
= 
a 





COME JOIN OUR FUN LOVIN GIRLS AT CHEATERS 
FULL CONTACT DANCING! AT PROVIDENCE'S BEST! 


¢ HAVE THE BACHELOR PARTY THEY'LL BE TALKING ABOUT 
FOR YEARS! PUT THE GROOM IN THE SHOW! 

¢ SPORTS BAR 

¢ TABLE & COUCH DANCING 

¢ COVER ONLY $5 FRI & SAT | 
DANCERS WANTED - \ 

CALL & ASK FOR MICHAEL 


245 Allens Ave Providence (401) 941-8310 
1 95 to Exit 18 to Aliens Ave 3/4 of a mile on left * Easy To Get To! 


Fells Rawipged,- Pe 
huiti-ne 


man a veep Couples 


*Award-Winning 
DVDs 

*Sexual Performance 
Enhancers 
“Vibrating Toys for 


*Warming, Edible 
Massage Oils 


Are you smiling yet? 


269 Moody St, Waltham, MA 
www.whatsyourlifestyle com 


Greater- Boston s PREMIER 


nore Phir rae 


2m BDSM Fe 
tinas & Suba 


(781) 388- 9990 


mystique erg 


MIs _-CoOr 
Welcome 


, Ligh: BA 021 
ENTERTAINMENT 


Exotic 
Dancers 


Bachelor Parties 
Birthday Parties 
2 & 3 girl shows!!! 


866 
892-8104 


www. 
AltEntertainment 
com 


RHODE ISLAND'S 
NEWEST 
GENTLEMEN'S 
CLUB 


CALL 
1-877-433-7473 





SPORTSMANS GENTLEMAN'S CLUB 


Ce NOW OPEN: PRIVATE CHAMPAGNE ROOM 
ALL NEW ENTERTAINERS 
COUPLES WELCOME 


| DANCE SPECIALS FRICTION, LAP, & PRIVATE DANCES BY REQUEST 
SPORTSMAN S INN 


LOW RATES ON ROOMS 


CALL FOR OUR LOW WEEKLY & DAILY RATES 
401°751-1133 


BEAUTIFUL MODELS AVAILABLE FOR 
SENSUAL PRIVATE LINGERIE / NUDE MODELING 


CATERING TO ROLEPLAYING , FANTASIES, 
FETISHES & CROSSDRESSING 


RETAIL SALES OF UNIQUE HOSIERY , 
BODY STOCKINGS , LINGERIE , BS&M OUTFITS 
237 FARK AVE, RT 9 333 E. @tumBus Ave, STE 17 
WORCESTER, MA SPRINGFIELD , MA 
(508) 753.3796 (413) 731.8826 


PRESENT THIS COUPON 
FOR YOUR NEXT 10% OFF YOUR NEXT PURCHASE OR $5 OFF YOUR:PRIVATE MODELING SHOW 


“Boston’s largest WANTED!! 
selection of exotic BOSTON’s PREMIERE AGENCY 
footwear & lingerie, is seeking attractive 


sizes 5 t016" | | ESCORTS/ENTERTAINERS 
re, for outcall services. 


nearmecenral | (6°) 4-866-849-4735 


$ T St al 
ow ae or APPLY ONLINE at www.4ieg.com 


548 Maas. Ave, 


DECEMBER 17, 2004 ADULT SERVICES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 11 


All Nude 18) 147 THOMPSON RD., 


SHOWPLACE 


Christmas comes early to Mavio’s! 
APPEARING THIS WEEK A VERY SPECIAL 


WEBSTER, MA 
RTE. 395, EXIT 1 
1-888-41 PLACE 

OPEN 7 DAYS 12-1AM 
e NO COVER BEFORE 6 


DOUBLE 
a 


MARIO'S ALL 


ee «TIME FAVORITE! 
TRIPLE XXX PORN STAR 


CRYSTAL GUNN 


PLUS ich 


THE TEXAS BARBIE 








617.547-0443 
DRIVERS ALSO NEEDED 


www.hiheelheaven.com 





ee =< >tec_ 2 
Zonet 


“Ye. PRESENTING... 
’ Modern Expressive Dance 
LIVE SHOW GIRLS 
Food - Cocktails - Entertainment 
Relaxed - Comfortable 
Intimate Atmosphere 
Open 7 days a week Until 2AM 21+ 
2128 Washington Street Boston, Ma USA, 


ticazone.com : : 


q. | 


& FRI, DEC, 24: SAM! 


CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS IN STYLE 
AT THE NOW FAMOUS 


“BREAST & EGGS” BREAKFAST BUFFET! DON’T MISS IT! 
MONDAY ao 
| 
IT (i Tas | 


Dances 


B< BE ENG GD IN CASH PRIZES! 
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Walk-In Service 

7 days a week 10am-12pm 
112 Union St.- 1st Floor 
(Telephone Building) 


Providence, R.I. 


Directions from 1-95 Southbound — |Directions from 1-95 Northbound 


Take exit 21 — Atwells Ave. Take exit 21 — Service Road #8 
Turn Left on Atwells Ave. Turn Right on Broadway 
Turn Left on Fountain St. Turn Left on Fountain St. 

Turn Right on Dorrance St. Turn Right on Dorrance St. 

Turn Right on Westminster St. Turn Right on Westminster St. 
Turn Right on Union St. Turn Right on Union St. 
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Pie em wl om 


Ie 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15TH - FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18TH 
CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS WITH 


JADE SIMONE ST. CLARE 
CLUB FANTASIES STYLE 


ORLD CLASS BUFFET 
CARVING STATION 


PRIZES & GIVEAWAYS 


Fae ole eo Pn ae oe ei Om, ee we Om ee we 
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Erosphere Adult Personals 
TO listen Or respond, Call 617- 976- 7587 Call costs $2.89/minute. Must be 18+. Outside Greater Boston call 900-226-8559 


Sorry, cell phones will not work with 976 or 900 numbers. Use your credit card or save money and buy a block of time. 





SAFE/SANE DOMME BRIANNA ATTRACTIVE, CHARMING BEAUTY SWEET AND SEXY CHRISTMAS BILLS 
























































































































































SWF, 43, tall, curvy, long black Sexy, black Barbie doll, looking INTELLIGENT, ASSERTIVE 27-year-old single studenvad Attractive, young blonde with Have got you down? If you're a i WILL BEG FOR IT 
= hair, trained in occultism, yoga for a discreet sexual encounter BOTTOM ministrative assistant in SE long legs. Love to have fun and trim coed, grad student or sin Severely submissive SWM 
Women eeking BD/s. ISO slim, straight, femme 38DD, 24, 38. Ebony brown | am a 25-year-old BISWF wh« Mass area. | enjoy fine dining travel. Seeks financially secure gle mom, this generous 50 y/o begs to undergo a com 
androg SWM for LTR Long skin with a soft touch. Looking has been wanting to explore my shopping _long drives by the gentlemen for mutually benefi- gentleman would like to meet plete ego destruction done 
en hair a must. N/S, D/D-free. | mix pres fin BORG << @ aii submissive side. | am inexperi )cean, motor yachting, fund Cial relationship ‘ ol ! : a by a demanding and com 
affec mon with ener Lernen to have Tun 996 (exp 1/20/5 enced but would love to try role raising events Arse’ Bi Ma 2899 (exp:4/01/05) lor mutually rewarding times manding dominant female. | 
NAUGHTINESS Sie verehren meine Narbe play, (particularly authority racious appetite for reading anc 1254(exp: 12/30) will fulfill your every devilish 
Are. Vou a man Wri _ 79059 (exp 2/3/5) | WANT TO BE YOUR punishment and istance at the end of the day a hot soak DAYTIME DELIGHTS Gaxte of iched whim. | 
. KEYHOLGER . bon erhal in a steaming bubblebath after Blonde. blue eyed. SWM look e and WICKeC V 
ene on Vv ba fessional hot rock mas My husband is at work and I'm C DK y will succeed where many 
KURIOUS KITTY arious, dominar ‘ aDUsE : en to learning ‘ m interested in taking ur ready to play. Discreet finar ing for large women over 206 other very good slaves 
t and e sypO ng High ‘Snort op r } 1d joining a health club. If ially secure gentlemen needed Ibs. | love to please you. Large have tried so hard but 
e together. Let's be kind but naughty ve to laugh e ne, oper you're a distinguished to make my day!™2898(exp:4 breasts, large ass. All calls neh failed. PLEASE, PLEASE 
B sn ate ace or interest in anyone fe. and W y jentleman ve in/trave 8/05) swered an't wait! 1262 all sa GODDESS. ® 
that isn’t. | work out every day + +) 2414 t é the same life (exp 12/24) . 
NOT YOUR AVERAGE and have a gre at body » to Fun personality a mu style | do, we share it with a 2/e 3106 (exp 1/20/05 
ra ald, play! | am very clean = n yun mpi Sel a uorten tae 6 oheles EROSPHERE LIVE! SEXUALLY BORED 
n\ ust be sweet t cont a woman li é cess. P " . 
am a strict. exactir yet sur ny Altes wee bat Le LARGE MEN AND you will love me. 4800 (exp:1 E avesdrop on re al life sex HUSBAND WILD SIDE TO EXPLORE 
prisingly laid-back Mistress. I'rr body is a plus but no mi Ss 4187 1/G/E DOCTORS 17/05) ual encounters. Listen in on Mid 40's, 5'8", brown hair and Aggressive BM into anal, oral 
t hung up or col or for mcrdites haacia PBs ace 187 (exp 1/6/£ have these constant fantasies 1/05 Saal sluts apg et eyes, lean build, looking for spanki ing and role play. In 
mality | t that eas ¢ = Pena ‘a: f being a catholic schoc as they moan and groan some discreet. no-strings action search of women and couples 
fe 3re me with great personality. CUM ON ME the older men in my Wife = aaaenea BETTER cra iee tor mans some discreet, no-strings action Se ass cen a 
é why 1358 (exp 3/3/5) am looking for people ar duce to sex through pun é dark-skinned, 140lbs CALL 1-888-281-4502 both giving and receiving. @ be safe, clean, and discrete. 
1g with me kick it with who can really turn ishment for a missed homework t ‘don by iat Wen Only $1.69/min giving and receiving a i on 
who know that PLAY WITH ME PLEASE ; me very way! | am look assignment. | also like the ide 2a iby Mi ey ha Niodeunianans Bet 1108 (1/28/5) 1093 (exp 12/23) 
’ 4re svat 3 and truly Pr A ep ree me loves to fe ! ng for someone who is not that my care giver would bring ; pees eb hed "a 3 sacs 
jesire to serve me. Don't waste goo xplore, have a good + 1 bed tt a st le me to the doctors for a check ur 2+, alse anc jel 
my time if you're looking to be time, and when'| walk away, we crea Der’ Mat can just lef A ould be fully examined. (xP. 1/7/05) es | {SIAN BEAUTY WORK ME OVER; 
ed” to do “terrible things should both be smiling. | like the animal come out and ly Maybe | would need an ene ‘ pongo Sir mi lle gee BEND ME OVER 
true and we both know someone wno knows how tc new things. 79765 (exp 1/13 ma I'd love to be had by 3-5 BEAUTIFUL, SEXY Men Seeking “salen eR Bee SWM, 42, wealthy doctor 
d your inner calling and please a woman and someone 05 men: every hole accounted for EUROPEAN light complexioned middle-aged Harvard grad, 5'10”, hand 
to me! 1119 (exp 3 eee toe ene 1 must be able to take cor Model-type, blonde, 27 years Women professional WM. 1399 (exp some, tanned, and very 
person who is not afraid to ex UNDER SEXED trol and feel comfortable in the old, loves traveling, restaurants 13/5) musculs C F 
slore and be oritaneous! @ oa “2 shopping, theatre. Looking for 1/13/5 ular, looking for a WFs 
plore and be sporitaneou | am lonely, overworked and ; 118 aera ping, the: Le } fo HIGH NOON _ 
BIG GIRL WANTS TO 1365 (exp 2/3/5) aide ‘eahiant | ams lacking tor & le. 1184 (exp 2/3/05) mature white gentleman for mu a ; l 35. Want to try S&M 
LEARN caer srt pfletingy tsi hal Baca te: bad tually beneficial relationship Secure, attentive and attractive S&M PARTNER being handcuffed, slapped 
; ’ FRIENDS OR MORE little me time! Does any ne OCEAN ROMANCE 9053(ex0.1/7/05 professional man (WM )'s) Dominant. attractive, healthy around, receiving anal, fol 
Anyone want to show me the want to have a little phone fun Very attractive set SWF, 32 s Sakae sdecldicas seeks ayfu pretty, petite . nV , orgs 4 2 
A omeone that Y | am a very beautiful girl, look jo! I'nr ait fon ary attractiv WM 5 V woman 30% ) for lunch retired professional, DWM lowed by orgasm. Be at 
v J fe bat “ 4 ( m looking for a person/s seeks sincere S 2-57 nan s s) f ’ - = - hehe be «Fe on 3) 
ome out of her she t or someone that gives re wis ‘ade toatl Pa sll ag he cocbaiek he BS ha lsitte pee COME ONE, COME ALL time or aftemoon liaisons mu seeks submissive exhibitionist tract ve/not overweight 
take_too much once | = etn irish aif ga ree, ting it all out. | want tc m : ) m antic xcit ng nights m arki Vivacious young blonde into tually rewarding kind. HT/WT female, 40-55, for mutually sup Recip. offered. No pros. So 
vic . 1reat yien a great sense of humor HAG HK alt Ob We » CU ary € " YINs L schoolgirl play. t le r " . 4 > 4 r . — 
=A gt Baoagy a atly a fecti g oad ide r te ah and hard. 29896 (exp 2/10/05 along the ocean, where we can on oy. cellule wath's portionate and D/D free. @ portive relationship. 7110 NH, will travel. 29848 (exp 
pain, biting, and lea t ) t } and t J exp < ) : . : ot NV Vo ants é - . 1/12 »/2 
ttle marks. Help me find by adhe go! _onemed eta 7 saageo) piaie feraos) sibility and flair for ad 1400 (exp 1/20/5) (exp 1/13/5) 12/23) 
eee eae vis 71364 (ext 1 NEED DISCIPLINE soothing sounds of the ocean Please be 18-50. @ 6'4", 230Ibs, bodybuilder, well PANTY SLAVE 
an een neg : m a shy good girl looking for 4S we enjoy each other. Oth 51 (exp 01/11/05 hung hairy ested totally c er : ‘ Enriched friendship: Caring 
mags you can handle someone yminant be aring Ww but are respect versexed! eks a nympho SWM 50, young looking, fit friendly man, trim, well-pre 
a 4 to teach me, discipline me Serious inquiries only ple TEACH ME TONIGHT, maniac female who can | al, financially secure, disease served 50s, imaginative. Seeks 
4 spank me, satisfy me and guide Must t PLEASE a big guy's action. No ov free. Seeks sexually dominant nicely proportioned womar 
NEED MASTER TO TEACH a inte thawual¢ - 2 r xually dominant weights please. 9234 (exp. 6 woman for long term relation ounger's okay -- bi-weekly 
ME as ul t jaan ' : ship who is creative, sincere Talk touch, pleasure you. Mod 
y. 27 (exp 1/2 : . act to BDSN 4/04 and likes her man in panties erate addlionel corioensation 
r t Strength and ir Safe and discrete. No pro 
reeded, to serve ny vix BEND OVER BOYFRIEND surrender ORAL ape Aig 8464 (exp 9/02/05) 
9239 (exp 2/3/! You think you ke anal but SASSY, SEXY WOMAN especially intense Pleag White male, mid 40s, physically sionals please. 21106 (exp 1 *p ve. 
, t ‘ SEEKS... noetent fit, < oves to orally please 12/0 
au re jay want a 30-55 ; sea T nd pull me in. unti 2 FOR WOMEN ONLY 
| WANT TO BE YOUR Sect serious 5 rset palaciglt A oral gg Pampa f you're a discriminating wor 
L, 10 e Ne 'O0!} ) ' Ou < ' t ne g 
ius dome toty Sony, Will not stop. Wil at CLASSY AND SAFE an who craves passionate kis 
vt lacicdii sal incite t's hot and spect mits. Let WOMAN WANTED es and gentle caresses, enjoys 
ra it Jominant lip at the Cail me for some discreet and safe fun relaxing sensual massages and 
are a er and d f ally reet pleasure. @ 45-year-old professional MWM rapturous cunnilingus 
a 1397 (exp 1 seeking older mature profes have a r erotic d: 
ft take , | | t tie t >< J 
GIRL OF ADVENTURE.. onal woman. Let's bring a little é 4 
J — : eks wild rr Se LOOKING FOR A GOOD excitement to each others lives bya 1g, sensitive, skillfu 
exual, a pe spontaneous 34 GUY? Marital status unimportant. LTR tentive lover, read on... I'm a 
at Nif eeks spiritua 2 spanking would If you like m cycle ride Ss and 4 possibility if we hit it off Pay handsome (will e-mail photo) 
87 (exp 3 £ y( witty. char ° as well. Discretion is more,then le ts moet lamaN pa: aa clean-cut, disease free, intelli 
LITTLE GIRL gal r not | know I for appreciated. 1046 (exp 1/10 S, active, athletic, good looking 9050 (exp 1/13 gent, professionally educated 
tea parties ( , BLACK Bow SEEKS we a lot. 9625 (exp 1/5 £ happy, outgoing, romantic, sex and employed SWM (34, 5'11 
stuffed rt dark aie aces re ORAL 4 WOMEN 40-55 Rn, caitiaxel ‘canine t 
cute dark SENSUOUS AND SEXY FOOT VIXEN specttu & trustir g 43 year old Older, SWM, 5'4 will fulfill your provide you safe encounters of 
: Fun-loving, attractive, long Fe premacist whose professional. I'm seeking a N/S desires. ®9867(exp: 12/31) ecstasy with no strings at 
t blond hair, petite. hourglass fig- arches and perfect toes athletic outgoing, trusting, re tached. Your privacy and dis 
ig ure seeks f lag’ gest ies ring a submissive to his spectful woman for adventure cretion assured. Your limits re 
2 nly ike seek nancially cure Kinky "SWF 30 Semesadd into a straight fun, and more. Join me and my ‘ NICE AND EASY spected. always open to your 
f y, intel nt kind, bus itive type Vr new F N P na Sensit handsome, male ay 
U ellige ve VF hair eyes, grea at, my toes will tease you to lew puppy for walks arou d Sensitive, landsome, ma suggestions/instructions. No 
TOokina tc nay! : ing Seeking tall, built, honest guy brink of insanity. Inesca Boston. #9967 (exp 1/28/5) 35,5'9 170Ibs wep for a dru gs/smokers. Greater Boston 
oking : we occatin: BING nto BDSM and kink. & age mingled witt discreet no strings attached Metrowest. PLEASE: Serious 
sale TR and discreet. 905 4416 (exp 1/15/05) titillation. 29049 SUGAR DADDIES rendezvous with a woman 25 replies only! 28803 (6/9/05) 
ly leading to LTF ext ) : exp 1/08 Young, handsome, wealthy 40, race unimportant, ht/wt pro BPN ? 
1/13/5) HOT WET BRIT GIRL jocks, seek discree , pretty, fit portionate. N/S, drug free only LET’S PLAY 
A BRIEF ENCOUNTER Attractive college student fron YOU "CANNOT’ IMAGINE illege females, 20-26, for sen- 7109 ae P : , 
oe NEEDS MORE rgeous brunette, pé England new to £ ¢ Swe sual, lucrative, no strings en- 1099 (exp 12/30) Ladies, how would you like K 
voluptuous woma at ght body g needing rough, agares seek ounters. No professionals. @ lie back, relax, and receive oral 
r > hus ng daily) ike t m 5'6”, 110 Ibs r SWM, 31 1393 (exp 2/24/5 FIREMAN IN NEED OF until you are fulfilled. Take this 
a My ' t people and have fun black hair, green eyes. In need +, who is romantic’ and FIRE attractive 34-year-old male and 
sexy wife is ir oy nights out, candlelit dinners of a big strong man to take me enjoys role play and dirty talk RU CLASSY WITH A WILD Handsome 36-year-old fire allow him to pleasure you 
vent that | can nd relaxing in a tut roughly every which way we Torso ‘ian SIDE? fighter that d aT aennk tes tart You're in control at all times. All 
ie, S BACK Je. Looking f rates ecko de BS me san dream up. Sex with strang 9852 (exp 1/6/5) Good looking SWM. 54 il 1 cheng Llaalesitae eee gor Peak aa limits completely respected. Will 
king for all my with well hun Seeking financially secure ger / ph = Good loo! rp SWIM, 24, we your fire out. | want to make you : all. 9847 ' 
‘ = 4 tleman. Sincerity and kindness ers is a big turn or me SWEET, SEXY NYMPHO jressed fit and trim educated burn with desire. SWM. 5'10 respond to al 9847 (exp 
3 4 plus. 23628 (exr 9567 (exp 1/12/05) Sexy, dark-eyed Hispanic fe very nlivsebtl ccs Ne cera 185lbs, with a muscular build 13/5) 
; male, 25, S'S", with “anything Oe ees eee wants and needs to orally sat 





| AM GORGEOUS 1/27/05 MISTRESS SCARLET aces" polloy, Inio eoenkinas single, divorced or married fe- eds rally sa 
st wanted to try this. | love Enter the den of this b odacious fckling ‘toys and more. If Hy el male. Discreet rendezvous for a isfy you. Very experienced in [Sv ReOREIREE eC 
e p. TOYS BN MOM. W YOU TS mutually beneficial relationship oral pleasure. Won't be satis 
















































jark skinned guys. | have a WHAT AM | DOING? dominant SWF, 45, with red 5 fal wild’ attractive Than who's 
FANTASY LOVER fit, ‘tall, dark, and have no idea what | doing hair and green eyes ‘Become very oral_and thinks he can Safe, sane, respectful, no head fied til you are. 71098 (exp 1 Men $ Men 
oking for my antasy lover to vant_ someone win he am pretty much a loner acquainted with my wardrobe keep up, let me fulfil your fan games. Open and Hl 13/5) 
write ve safe sensual his a ut maybe i s. Being an artis ‘ on you. Sip my sweet tea; be ; + 4 ine, champagne, massage by ete 
’ rt or ue Meet add by choice. Being an artist this is 1 you. Sip my sweet tea; be sies. 29853 (exp < 5 WV gne, : : 
non-physical creative sexual ise they were bored pretty much a given. but | have ready to obey my every com tasies. 9853 (exp 3/01/05) candielight. I'm someone you one La Many of the ads in this 
Dutle e you a great sexy 1352 (exp 1/6/5) tne intel ndependent mand e my cream till you SA ONIC TIE wouldn't expect to meet this ° section are Courtesy of 
writer male or female who car eat pe rel, tial “ipa hla want to scream. Will train be RDON SWEETIE PIE way. Take a chance. You'll be I'm your landlord's spoiled 23yr 
thrill me on paper? 21311 (exr GENTLEMEN: and in elliger t Poors, _ . ginners. Cross dressers/foot 27-year rectend eh big pleasantly surprised. South old grandson. You are a poor 
é do not responc ou do no P shhetete Sk apg wn 2S, giant naturz nates Wines’ doa ‘ ¢ 
2/6/5 Are you searchir g f t rv feocaea esr ait lo ortoe papi worship welcome.9688 (exp oe pe a daaire Res porhibc Shore, Cape Cod area. 79840 woman who can't pay her rent 
ar na stress S oS 4 2S vase . E In order to not be e > Du 
LET’S PLAY FOOTSIE Gen m 2 ip sry at yne to pay your bills or be your 01/07/05) ¢ Please be a smart oopaes (exp 2/10/5) oo es as ae ot ee 
; rh ‘ ’ peak tas tly rohan ia toot tae EMRE Rs 34 (exp 2/1( geek who wears leather, likes are 4 ser : bis 
26-year-old, blue-eyed, erotic active female is looking fo mmy. 71234 (exp 2 fats into D/s spanking, anal SHOOTING BLANKS and preform any task | ask you BOSTON 
beeeactit A “i noo 4 Sra ns yahoos and oral. | just want to make SWM Bisexual, 35, black to. All decent looking women 
stroki v Paci is. Sincere repli nly. SUB/SWITCH LOOKING you happy!™4467 (exp 1/13) brown, into yoga, martial arts 18-40 should apply. 1200 
stockir sid be tall 1173 (exp 1/13/ FOR DOM stoi 4 a movies, books, adult ed class * : . : ’ 
e is abo \ V vary iarca’’ rises COME GET A TASTE es. most outdoor activities from (exp 12/30) A web site where men meet 
arge hands. 74479 (exp 2/3 , WATCH ME WATCH YOU id Agee hPa bar A May-Nov. Seeks Asian or white men. For complete profiles 
you are hot. sexy and adve Bite ee oro bitesl a ig td rece non Hispanic male or female DISCREET AFFAIR and photos go to 
BONDAGE FREAK autifu le eyes edge play midia for @ ta head with | : fiery. Sites. ‘and 18-35. I'm infertile, so I’m per- Attractive, MWPM, 48, 5'10 www.m4m-usa.com 
Bn vely CLRGONG, Pam TaN 6 M ALAS EP allen telligent, open-minded 50-€ : itting sense of humor seeks fect if you don’t want kids. & 190Ibs, seeks discreet erotic re This site has one purpose. 
‘| : hh be watche H PN OL > y ) an wh try any sexy SWF, 32, Vest, adventurous, confident 1391 (1/20/5) lationship with a sensuous, fun .to help you get off now! 
air dcp date eran thing 21021 (¢ 4 nice body, 34C. Seeks male. 24426 (exp:01/07/05) loving, S/MWF 30-60. We can 
: Sng A Sage she 3 isfy SWM for reciprocal ora both use a little spice and ex 
xp 1/2 3 n, possible LTR. Enjoys exhi COCOA SENSATION ; BARE BOTTOM citement in our love life. Let's KEEP IN SHAPE? 
Puerto Rican bea ee 1 THE THINGS | CAN DO bitionism. 4089 (exp: 12/31 | am a statuesque SBF, 27 ue ge oy oan ted get together. You won't be dis You work out and keep in 
iia tan: 4a: 6’ af 6'2”, with beautiful long legs 1, 45, seeks mature inte 1096 (e 1/2( shape? You're good-look 
young love sof WITH MY LEGS Santis ant ta imaginative, mischievous appointed 096 (exp 1/2 paper mo — 
’ ee Aaah deere, Sal geet ORALLY PLEASE ME both watch and lady with a penchant for 05) line (straight/curious) white 
hi 444 a r ¢ sarl Saneueeeh Adsraent A y 1 | am a sexy 32 yr olc with play. | would like to meet 2rotic spankings. | fancy hu > t de ) 
Gav) posable i ex 4 and toned woman int eM rd Baal nite Droanta anda oolen... Mun Mca annie fine Or alngularityand the SEASON TICKETHOLDER ale, Se ee ee 
* 3 want t ndulge cks. My sex life has been lack race unimporteé TB 4450 edges of life. You should be SWM, with season tickets, 61 bb people? biome th a 
f pep ng in recent | love re eth. : PR pists - a \ ee 20P ’ is 
LOOKING FORA as well, 104 6 pace ueband exp:0 ) proper and sane but spirit 5'9", 175Ibs, lives = oe ant hs good-looking, quality, totally 
SPANKER Xf A ms Diet ; ed and romantic, with a will MN, seeking a WF who would lecreet white male, 33, of 
Beautiful te dirty awe ‘ . BACK FROM HEAVEN ss to share your se enjoy attending Patriots games strings, massage 
Beauti anc m fe , oe c -“ . de = ars strings assa¢ 
1g , é MISTRESS ANGELINA ve appr In feaiey TOY Bnyitang: 90 tah and bare your with sex before and afte E attaniion 
iff nn t ha k , 1 4 SE Re ed. Int ple - 4 ; Peg ; proud,pretty bottom to a Someone between 40-50. § ‘ 2 safe, young, fit 
t ' ey! let US ugh a4 4 160) st D 3é ounc 
nt | € f yle ay es r ble further Ast he creet ‘ q trusting experienced hand 5'10", around 150ibs. If possible pen-minded. @ 
es as we e. Ready for y , , ge - ae ot xploration. 29566 (ext sure yentlemen only Ge i natural 38Ds and a natural red P 
V ve W ext 16 (Oxf tlemen on ( 1/13/5 9985 4 
1105 (exp 1/13 ) exp 1/1 2931 (exp:05/06/05 6961 19/5) head. 71095 (exp 1/6/5) 9985 (exf >) 














ARE YOU A REAL MAN? 
34 yrs. old, average build, some 
hair on my chest. | am not very 
experienced so looking for 
someone to take control. | love 
giving oral sex. | love the feeling 
of sucking, $0 ge me to take 
contro procatio 
needed if An r* n't want te 
Tops only for anal. 1435 (exp 


1/6/5 


BI GUY NEW TO METRO 
. WEST 

BIW, 32, bottom, 5'9", 185ibs 
brown/brown, 34°w, 44’ch, 6c 
oral, anal, shower sex, sub 
Looking for an older Bi or 
GW\, top, aggressive, verbal. 
no pain, H/W proportionate. No 
fats, fems or big bears. 1436 
exp 1/6/5, 


SOME ADVENTURE 
want a safe adventure, but 
anything goes. Just be discreet 
fun, single, and living alone. I'm 
looking for someone who is into 
just aDout anything, attractive 


safe, and not psychotic. 1429 
exp 1/6/5) 


BODY CONTACT 
Looking for a partner to have 
fun with time to time. I'm a ver 
Satile top. Look 
fun guy who wo 











LOVE THE 
EXPERIENCE 
m poking tor willing 
who love to exper 
ment with new things. Must 


ant. Age makes n 


OUTER FRINGES OF 
NORMAL 

am looking for am 

me of my Dad 


necessarily mean yo ave to 









ust makes me cur 
d can be 5 





salt 





chest hair 
and be made 
hot talk. 1431 (exp 






SEX OR LOVE 

am in my late 20s, currently 
managing a Home Depot. So 
am both blue and white collar 
can travel all over New E 
land. Location is not a pr 
for me. | seek eit 
or Mr Right Away. 
love or role playir 
scenes 











2 (exp 2/30 


ROBINSON CRUSOE 
ng white guy wh 
What $. guy wants is 
jo can back up his F 0 
Yeah strong enough to do 
and then some ‘Want an 












exp 1/6/5 


TOTAL BOTTOM 

m a‘total bottom. Like to suck 
you off, give rim jobs, and take 
it. Not into Quys sucking me off 
Like to kiss, touch and be sen: 
sual, but sometimes hot man to 
man is great too. Looking for to- 
tal tops. I'm very open-minded 
Like men of varied sizes and 
ethnic backgrounds. Just be 
confident with yourself. 8829 


(exp 1/27/5) 


CURIOUS BIG MAN 

| am looking for my first gay ex- 
perience. | would like to be 
taught how to please another 
man. Looking for boyish type. 
slim, hairless or shaven, that | 
could watch or be taught. & 
302 (exp 1/20/5 


MEN AND WOMEN 
would like to meet new men to 
et together sometimes and 
ave good clean sex. Have not 

done this yet, and know | would 
like it. Please give me a call if 
you're interested in doing this 


1242 (exp 1/6/5) 


WHATEVER YOU LIKE 

is what | like. | am 49, hand 
some, healthy, professiona 
and very cooperative, whether 
you are straight, bi or fem, and 
have your own place. | will ar 
rive and leave you smiling. 
9601 (exp 2/24/5) 








LET'S GIVE EACH OTHER 
PLEASURE 

White male, good looking and 
very well-endowed. | have nev 
er had any complaints. | am 
very oral and try just about any- 
thing. Not really into pain! & 
1178 (exp 1/6/5 


JUST CURIOUS 
30-year-old, straight, clean cut 
boyish male looking to expen: 
ment. Looking for safe discreet 
encounters. | want an older, ed- 
ucated top quality male. Be a 
good person who is interested 
in having fun. 9962 (exp 1 
19/5) 


WILLING AGAIN 

WM, in shape, very willing to try 
it with a man again. | love hav 
ng fun, so | am looking for 
someone that loves to laugh. | 
don't’ play mind games, and 

don't lead people on if there is 
nothing there. Let's meet and 
see where it goes from there. 


1315 (exp 1/65 
YOUNG, FUN, AND FULL 
OF. 


f you're looking for someone 
who is up for anything ther 
drop me a line. | 'm a very like 
able per rson and fun to hang out 











with for som 
that just have a good 
time. Hang out, laugh, talk. ch 


and more. 1316 (exp 1/6/5 


CURIOUS FOR FUN 





IT'S SIMPLE, | WANT SEX 


need to get off, no matter what 






f day or where it is st 


ON A REGULAR BASIS 


Are you a married, t 





and your parine U 
one). 11354 (exp 1/6/5 


WIFE WON'T GET ON HER 
KNEES? 

will! DWM, Italian, hung 

squeaky clean, d/d-free. in 

monogamous 

fiance who has | 






e it 
and get off. 1265 (exp 1/20 


Let's 


SMILE AND SAY “YES SIR” 
GWM, 51, 5'11", 160lbs, beard 
seeks submissive for train 
ng and servitude. Must be at 
tentive to my various needs 
while satistying yours. | want to 
bond for ultimate union. Inter- 
ests include leather, bondage. 
boots, uniforms, discipline, and 
flexible interests. Safe and 
sane. So. NH. 1109 (exp 12 


23 








GWM, 45, seeks clean, hung 
men, straight/gay/Bi, who en- 
Joys receiving great oral. No re- 
ciprocation necessary. | have 
place. Mass South Shore area 


7 1090(exp. 2/17/05 
SEXY CROSSDRESSER 


Tall, slim, sate and clean. Very 
discreet, a little on the kinky 
side and tend to be more sub- 
missive. Seeking older, mature. 
dom daddy type guys who like 
little sissy boys, %8838(exp 
01/21/05) 


EXTREMELY Bi- 
CURIOUS, MARRIED 
6'1", 175ibs, lean to aver 
age build, black hair, brown 
eyes, good-looking, sin 
cere, 45, very anxious to 


meet a patient, open, sin- 
re friend or friend(s) to 
explore my bisexual cur’ 
osities with. 28622 (exp 1 
15/05) 








WANT MORE? CHECK 
OUT THE EXTENDED 
EROSPHERE MSM 
SECTION ONLINE AT 
http /classifieds 

mee oy com/ 


ads.asp 
AND SELECT 


EROSPHERE! 





VOLUPTUOUS SBF 
Large, very voluptuous 
SBF, seeking very single 
women, 20-41, who are 
very very sexually adven 
turous and experimenta 








WHEN | WANT | T 


am Bisexual wh 
















356 (exe 


bom ane WOMAN 


lo have sex for fun 
sibly enjoys watching 


bisexua 
1129 (exp 1/6/05 
EXPERIENCED, CREATIVE 
TOP 


female 





who 











physically 
tionally capable 





and having fun. | am 
monogamous, looking for 
extra (healthy) play: 
scenes negotiated a 
spected. 11102 (exp 1/6/5 





limits re- 


ARE YOU A SEXY 
WOMAN? 
am a college student look 
to have some fun with a ho 
woman OF a group of women 
am looking for a hot, sexy, and 
beautiful woman of any race. f 
9711 (exp 12/23) 


COMING OUT 

GWF, 40, outgoing femme, new 
to scene, seeks soft butch to 
show me the ropes, around 
town, Boston. Adventurous 
“switch,” * athletic educated, into 
Harleys. Exchange photos. & 
9142 (exp 12/23 


WANNA PLAY? 
Short and sexy 32 yr oid dirty 
girl brunette with stunning blue 
eyes, a great butt, and an ad 
venturous spirit seeks short 
urvy, dirty-minded girl. | lov 
my girl with others 
S, latex, candles, wax 
porn, role play, and body mod 
fication. 1045 (exp 1 













Erosphere Adult Personals 
To listen or respond using your credit card, call 800-314-7958 Bs 


Sorry, cell phones will not work with 976 or 900 numbers. Use your credit card or save money and buy a block of time. 


EXCITING SEXUAL 
ENCOUNTERS 
Black female, 34, single pro 
fessional, 59”, loo e 
sexual encounters with an in 
pen-minded female 











# humor 





CUTE LIL SUBBIE 
GRRAL SEEKS 
MISTRESS 
Obedient 20 yr old sub geri 
with beautiful dark green 
eyes and short black hair 
seeks intelligent, dominant 

ess, 25-35, to admin 
ster spankings and have 
puppy play. 4427 (exp 1 





20/05 





COLLEGE GIRL 


spontaneous redhead, 2 





vy seekin 
female 





spanking and toys. 14435 (exp 





COUPLE SEEKS ROUTINE 
PLAYMATE(S) 








COUPLE SEEKING THIRD 


t. white collar. early thirties 









ot 
eat shape and he 
xual men and women, 2 
and cross dressers for roie play 
oral, anal and spankings. Must 
be drug and alcoho! free 
4438 (exp 1/27/5 





HAPPY HEAD 
42-year-old bi-curious WM fan 
tasizes about wild sex with both 
males and females. Turned on 
by erotica and light fetishes 

ove giving head.%1038 (exp 


EX-NEW YORKERS 
Fun loving, transplanted, hip 
attractive Ex-New Yorkers look 
ing for a special lady to keep us 
from getting cabin fever. Slim 
attr active brtem Open mini 
and unattached for f 
and lots of erotic fun. 1314 
xp 12/23 
SEDUCE US 
We are a happily married 
couple. He works and goes to 
college, she works and will be 
ck in school next fall. W 

























willing to 
She loves to 
others and p 


sex and f 
We prac 


times 






can host occasionally 


Married coup 








and down-to-earth 








new 


Please don't 








HIPPY MEETS PUNK 
12 pierci 
head full of dreads, four tat 
toos, one place in JP. 
one excellent cat, book lov 
ers, toke lovers. He likes 


black and 


rainbows 
ves,” he's 
are sim 
beautiful 
girls, a little bondage, and 
maybe a newcomer like 


us? 1360 (exp 1/6/5 





joys and 





EXPERIMENTAL 


will try anything once, race ul 
important, like groups. Bi 
better for her, so 
nice for me. Please conta 








exp 1/6/5 


WE WANT THE RIGHT 
COUPLE 





LET'S MEET FOR SOME 


FUN 





ATTRACTIVE BI MALE 
FOR COUPLE 












FREE SWING aly 
Smal hye home. 
and si 
ed NS casual and 


oupl les or ‘adi 


be a special party on X-mas 


night.) 8258 (exp 1 





BLISSFUL PLAY 


45 and 49 year old couple 
seeks 21+ submissive male for 
5M play. Be our houseboy 
slave! Whips, flogging. tri 


etc. We are exper 





BEGIN NEW FRIENDSHIPS 


MWC, 42 1 41 KING f 





Siap and t 
although tr 





tupid- we tend 

















gS IS always an option 





SEEKS PROFESSIONAL 
MALE 

voy attractive couple in centra' 
MASS. She is absolutely beau 
tiful. We've been with women. 
but | want to have a threesome 
with her and a 
well taken care 
male who is well endowed 
very good car 
body. | hav 

















each other from years ago (i.e 
college). if we hit it off. te 
have a few drinks, maybe 
dance, talk a little dirty, etc. If 


and you are 
t and professional as 
please respond. @ 








STRAIGHT COUPLES 
We are looking for a fe 
male. You and my wife w 


SEEKING COUPLE 


NM 
WW 


What's Your 





S.E. MASS TV 


SW bi.v, 45, long grown h 


1 to meet a 











exuals and 
T9892 








CUDDLY GUY FOR TV/TS 
am a little cuc ddly guy OOkKING 
for fun times. | am safe and 
sane. | am 





sp pr ec erate 
for the right girl 21438 (exp 1 
19/5 


LOADS OF SATIN 
need to find a TV to have fun 
with. | am 25, into some dress 


satin pantyh 












GENDER DOESN'T 
MATTER 
Most of my friends Id say 
Nave an €aSy-goin rsonality 
| love sex with any sex. | like my 
partners to tell me what they 
like in the bedroom. | enjoy one 


on one or a Sway or a group 
1305 (exp 1 











MEN AND WOMEN 





Ler S DO T RIGHT 


le female s sex ‘partners 





Bn ME WHAT TO D0 














| HAVE TS/TV pes ae 

















INTIMATE GET- 





BRING ME A TV AND I'LL 
_ DIE A HAPPY MAN 








INCREASE MY FANTASIES 


with a man or woman. 











TRAVELER FOR 
oe 





the same. 1188 (exp 





PANTIES AND FULL SLIPS 


panties and anything 









SEEKING LIKE MINDED 
SOULS © 





TEACH AN OLD DOG NEW 
bey 














ISRAEL! WOMAN SKS 
SLAVE 











BOSTON MASTER 
SEEKS ——— 






to 
p 





y 
mand. Have custom van for 


rendezvo CT, MA, RI® 





9866/e 


UaNrs: CAMERA-ACTION 


Exhibition 








fiddle 
W le aged 


) 


















Talk Dirty 


To Listen Call 800-314-7958 2c co aoe | 





MISTRESS RED’S 
DONKEY BO! 

He dropped forward on his 
hands and knees and crawled 
in through the living room 
down the hall and into the play 
room. With a sharp smack | left 
him for a moment to fetch a box 
that had been waiting on a shelf 
since he left my care the first 
time. “Come.” He moved like a 
puppy would to his mistress 
Smiling | opened the box, and 
showed him the collar there 
in."Undress boi. You need t 
learn that making assumptions 
makes an ass out of yourself 
and others.”...%4609 (ext 


01 4) 


NICKY GETS AN ANAL 
PROBE 


> boring Sunday after 








an ainting act a 
when ther ak . tt 
joor. Ar aned tt 4 
answer it. There stood a tal 
Jark guy yuld tell by the wa 
he looked rn over that he 
attracted to me but figured I'd 
have ome fur teas } 
hin Kiss my as re 
plied...."Bend over, sweet thing 
and | will,” he said, then | felt his 
tongue on my ass. | shivered as 
his lips came together again 
and sucked the rounded flesh 


74614 (exp:05/01/04 


MASTER'S Lit SLAVE 
SLUT 
This was going to be the first 
time my master shared me with 
other 








people. | was surprised 


that he wanted to see 





men enjoying me, but 
also incredibly turned on. “Now 


will make these mer 


slut 





cum but you will only please 
them with your hands. Now get 
on your knees so that they may 
see what an obedient siave you 
are.” | knelt on the floor and 
looked up. | could see the men 


growing in their pants...7°9071 


INTERRACIAL GANG 
BANG 
About 1/2 the way home, my 
car started acting up, and finally 
it gave out on me. Using my 
cellphone and a phonebook 
from a near-by gas station, | 
called around and found a 24 
hour towing service. Just as he 
promised, a tow-truck pulled up 
about 30 minutes later and a 
thickset older black gentleman 
got out and came over to me 
I'd really like to get my car fixed 
tonight. I'm ready to pay ANY 
price Well now, you may be 
able to convince me to call in 
some favors”, Desmond an 
swered. “Let's get into the cab 


and determine a price.”.7%4610 


(exp 1/20/5) 
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ss facet} Call costs $2.89/minute. 


VER The 





ONE LUCKY GIRL AND 5 
LUCKIER CONSTRUCTION 
WORKERS 
| work at a hotel and it’s usually 
really boring but | had been 
looking forward to work all day 
on this particular day. A group 
of construction workers who 
were staying at the hotel made 
work a lot easier to bear. They 
had arrived to stay with us a 
week ago and |! had worked 
every night. Some of them were 
very sexy with hot muscular 
bodies. Two of them in particu 
lar went out of their way to be 
extra friendly, Adam and 
Steve...1 sneaked upstairs with 
Adam and Steve. They let me 
nto the room that they were 
sharing with 3 of the other guys 





Adam began k ng me 
imy head t ne side t 
e€ teve watchir f the 
from the t ad let 

€ € t the Tr 

the t ' ¢ 
t k na 
to hea r ali 

53 T F 





MY FIRST T/S 
ESCORT ENCOUNTER: 














j like to share with y y first 
time counter a trar 
sexua 1 any 
about my exua 
fanta far a 

erned, I'm but tt 
idea of a beautiful womar 

XXX is the ggest t 
ve ake th 





a step further » | de 


a transsexual € 





spending the 
on business 









ould be a perfe pp 

to exp! re my fantasy 
anonymously s ired the 
Adult > and picked out 
Natast looked lovely 
She was ebony Amazon 
Tall with C cup breasts and a 


jong flowing mane. | picked up 
the up the phone and a Sultry 
voice answered. Within an hour 
or so there was a knock at the 


Joor...to hear this story cal 
800-314-7958 24136 (exp: 02 
1/04 
SOPHIE’S FIRST TIME 
WITH A GIRL 
Hi my name is Sophie and I'm 
years old. I'd like to tell you 
about my first time with another 
jirl. It happened about a year 


ago and she was my collec 
roommate. Her name is Kelly 
and she's absolutely gorgeous 
she's tall with long bionde hair 
and D cup breasts. She has a 
great body as she works out a 
lot. The first time | noticed an at 
traction to her was watching her 
work out in the college gym. It 
gave me an unfamiliar ticklish 
sensation in my...one night we 
were out on a girl’s night on the 
town. We'd drunk a lot and had 
danced sexy together all night 
When we got back to our dorm 
room Kelly said that her back 
was hurting so | offered to give 
her a back rub. She took off her 
shirt and bra and | felt suddenly 
hot and wet...to hear this story 
call 800-314-7958 24322 
(exp:02/01/04) 








TO LISTEN “TO 
COMPLETION” CALL 
800-314-7958 AND 
ENTER THE ® OF YOUR 


CHOSEN STORY. SUBMIT 
YOUR STORIES TO 
erosphere @ phx.com 





Real Stories From Real People 
To Listen Call 800-314-7958 


* For Entertainment Purposes Only 


=e a 





Y BEsy 


figured 












AMAZIN 
GIFT CARD 


* Acceptable at all AMAZING Store & : adundiaress 
VIDEO EXPO, VIDEO THRILLS, NUHAVEN BOOK & 
HAMILTON BOOK locations Nationwide. 


eRechargeable @ Available in any Denomination 


FORMER PRO WRESTLER 


: Teo FROM: 
excite aia Loa ger = 


BOSTON MEDFORD PEABODY FAIRHAVEN 
WEYMOUTH 
rs, ae 4 | NORTHBORO DEDHAM SPRINGFIELD WALTHAM "READIN. 
For Discreet Online Shopping: AMAZINGDIRECT.COM For Locations & Up Events: AMAZING. 
or Locations coming Events: NET 








Diana DeGarmo 
Blue Skies 


Kelly Clarkson 
Breakaway 


Van Helsing Family Guy - 
DVD Volume Two, Season 3 
DVD 


Seven (New Line Titanic 
Platinum Series) DVD 


9 ce ni Ni, seo ti 


Da Ali G Show - Da Seinfeld - Limited 
Compleet First Seazon Edition Gift Set 
(2-disc Set Including (Seasons 1-3 with 
Unseen Footage) Original Script, Salt & 
DvD Pepper Shakers, and 
Playing Cards) 
DVD 


TRY BEFORE YOU BUY. 


OVER 2 MILLION TRACKS AVAILABLE! 


Ludacris 
The Red Light District 


24 - Season Three 


Josh Gro an 
Live At The Greek 





Madden 2005 
PS2 
GAME 


pw) PREVIEW 10,000 MOVIE CLIPS! TOP 20 DVDs ALWAYS ON SALE! 
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~ 
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Morrissey 
You Are The Quarry 


Alicia Keys 
The Diary Of 
Alicia Keys 


Spider-Man 2 
(Special Edition) 
DvD 


DodgeBall: 


Underdog Story 
pvp 


STAR WARS 


BATTLEF RN | 


Star Wars: Battlefront 
PS2 
GAME 


Joss Stone 
Mind Body & Soul 


Ray Charles 
Genius Loves 
Company 


Absolutely Fabulous 
Complete Series 5 
DvD 


South Park - Bigger, 
Longer & Uncut 


Grand Theft Auto: 
San Andreas 

PS2 

GAME 


Anita Baker 
My Everything 


Seal 
Best: 1991- 2004 


Friends - The Series 
Finale (Exclusive 
Limited Edition) 


Complete Fourth Season 


(Collector's Edition) 


Garden State 
(Music From The 
Motion Picture) 


Lindsay Lohan 
Speak 


The Battle Of Algiers 
(The Criterion 
Collection) 

DvD 


Animal Farm 

From George Orwell’s 
Classic Novel (Special 
Collector’s Edition) 
DVD 


..AND HUNDREDS 


MORE TO CHOOSE 


FROM! 


. Part of The payed Collection. -#.VIRGINMEGA.COM) 


"11/16-12/24. While i esc last. Offer veld in US _— oo isn he Offer not available online @ prs sien 8 com or at — anon locations. 





